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The Week of Prayer for 1868. 

The Evangelical Alliance bas irsued the fol- 
lowing docament :—Qur Gracious God lends 
an attentive ear to the supplications of His 
people. The records of individaal, family, 
aod church life abundantly prove that believ- 
ing prayer is followed by results that call 
forth gratitude and praise, and enco re- 
repewed requests at the Throne of Grace. 

In every land, and in most of the leading 
cities, the anoual invitation of the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance to observe the week of prayer at 
the commencement of the year has been 
largely and increasingly responded to. Mul. 
titades have united with one accord to im- 
plore, in the name and relying on the merits 
and mediation of our Divine Lord, that the 
new year may be crowned with the geodness 
of God, and special blessings conferred both 
upon the church and the world. 
The Evangelical Alliance, by its British 

and Foreign organizations, renew their invita- 
tion for the opening of the year 1868. ln 
doing ro, they express their profound convic- 
tion that passing events are moré than ever 
furnishing motives for a closer union amo 
all irue followers of Christ, and for the of- 
fering of faithful, importunate prayer for 
things pertaining to the spirituality and spread 
of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Fellow-Christians of every land and lan- 
guagd :—lo the progpect of the weighty in- 
terest and great responsibilities of the new’ 
ear, let us agein draw near to the Heavenly 
rone, that common centre for universal 

prayer, aod prove the Lord of Hosts sceord- 
ing to His own word, wherein it is written— 
“ Bee if I will not open you the windows first day of the week, We come not hither 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it,” 

The following topics, amongst others, are 
suggested as suitable for exhortation and in. 
tercession on the successive days of meet- 
10g So 

Sunday, Jan. 5.—Sermoms. Subject: The 
person, work, and kingdom of onr Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Mouday, Jan. 9.—Thanksgiving for special 

and general mercies during the past year, to na 
tions, churches, and families : and confession of 
sin, 

Tuesday, Jan. 7 —Prayer for nations: for 
kings and all in authority : for the observance of 
tbe Lord's Day : for the removal of obstacles in 
the way of moral and religious progress: and 
for internal and international 

Wedoesday, Jan. 8.—Prayer for families : for 
schools, colleges, and universities: and for sons 
and daughters in foreign countries. 

Thursday, Jan. 9 — Prayer for Christian min- 
isters, and all engaged in Christ's service ; for 
God's ancient Israel, and for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Friday, Jan. 10.—Prayer for the sick and af- 
flicted : for widows and orphans: and for the 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 

Saturday, Jan’ 11.—Prayer fer the Christian 
church: for increase of holiness and activity, fi 
delity and love : and for grace equal to the duties 
and dangers of the times. 

Sunday, Jan, 13 -—Sermons. Sabject : 
Christian charity—1 Cor. xiii. - 

» 

Koop 
The Exploration of Palestine. 

One of the most useful antiquarian explo- 
rations of modern times is that undertaken by 
the Palestine Exploration Fund, Alread 
some really important results have been rea- 
lized from the researches and excavations 
made io Jerasalem, under Lieutenant War- 
ren’s direction, It has been found 
that themouth wall of the enclosure which 
containgd the Temple is buried for more than 
balf its depth beneath sn accumulation of 
rubbish—* probably,” observes Mr. Groves. 
the secretary of. the Fund, ** the ruins of the 
ruccesaive which once crowned it— 
and, that if bared to its foundation, the wall 
would present an unbroken face of solid ma- | bi 

y | up on bigh, with trampets’ joytul sound.— 

it ‘is believed that if the work of exploration 
is allowed to continue, further im t dis- 
covéries will be effected. Mr. Groves con- 
giders that the work already done has com- 
pletely changed the conditions of research in 
Jerusalem—being * nearly equivalent to the 
digoovery of a mew city.” The public are 
earnestly appealed to for ry aid’ The 
fund is nearly exhausted just at a time when 
the researches are becoming most interesting. 
We hope that money will not be lacking to 
carry on a work that must bear directly on 
the illustration of the Sacred Seriptures.— 
London paper, 

The Memorable Hymn. 

A BACRAMENTAL DISCOURSE, 

By C. H. Spurgeon. 

©. (Conoleded.) 
The time has now come for me to say mow 

EARNESTLY | DESIRE YOU TO **sING AN HYMN.” 
Whenever we repair to the Lord's table, which 
represents to us the passover, we ought not 
to come toitas to a funeral. Letus select sol- 
emn hymos, but not di Leet us sing soft- 
ly, but nove the less joytully. * These are no 
burial ieasts ; those are not funeral cakes 
which lie upon “this table, and yonder fair 
white linen cloth is no windiog sheet. “This 
is my body,” said Jesus, but the body repre- 
sented was 0o corpse; we feed upon a living 
Christ. The blood set forth by yonder wine 
is the fresh lite-blood of our immortal King. 
“We view not our Lord's body as clay-cold 
flesh, pierced with wounds, but as glorified at 
the right hand of the Father. We hold a 
happy festival when we bresk bread on the 

‘trémbling like boodsmen, on our 
kuees as wretched serfs condemned to eat on 
their knees ; we approach as freemen to our 
Lord's banquet, like his apostles, to recline at 
length or sit at ease ; not merely to eat bread 
which may be to the most sorrowful, but 
to drink wine which belongs to men whose 
souls are | mg Let us recogniso the rightness 
yea, the duty of cheerfulness at this commem- 
morative Supper ; and, therefore, let us “sing 
an hymn.” ” 

Being satisfied on this point, perhaps you 
ask, * What hymn shall we sing ?” ? Many 
sorts of hymns were suog in the olden time : 
look down the list, and you will fesrce find 
ove which may not suit us now. 
One of the earliest of earthly was the 

war-song. They sang of old a to the 
conqueror, when he returned from the battle. 
“Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands.” Women took their timbrels 
and rejoiced in the dance when the hero re- 
tarved from the war. Even thus of old did 
the people of God extol him for his mighty 
acts, feeiog. aloud with the Pi — 
cymbals: « Bing unto the Lord he hath 
triumphed gloriously. . . . The Lord 
is & man of war : the Lord is his.name.” My 
brethren, let us lilt up & war.song to-night ! 
Why not? “Whois this that cometh trom 
Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah? this 
that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 

of his strength? 1 that speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save.” Come, let us 
praise our Emmanuel, as we see see the head 
of our foe in his band; as ws behold t 
him * leading a captive,” ascending 

Let us chant the psean ; let us shout the war. 
song, “ lo Triumphe I" Behold he comes, 
all glorious from the war : as we gather at the 
table, let us salute him with a psalm of glad. 
some triomph. 

Another early form of song was the pasto- 
ral. bord, oul wag fe 

forth soft and sweet airs h 
rustic quietude. 

barvest my hart soall sing of the bread which 
came down fiom: beaven, whereof it a man 
eateth, he shall never hunger. Speak ye of 

| royal banquets, snd minstrelsy fit for a mon- 
arch’s ear! ours is a nobler festival, and our 
song is swe far. Here is room at this 
table to-nightior all earth’s poesy and musio. 
for the place d more lustrous with 
delight, more sparkling with gems of holy 
mirth, ‘than any of which the ancients could 
conceive, 4 

“Now ‘for a tune of lofty preise 
To Jehovah’s equal Son ! 

o With | is 
All around was calm and |, 

Shepherd » pastoral of delight. Let "the 
bleating of sheep be in our ears, as we re- 
member the Good Shepherd who laid down his 
life for his flogk. 

, You need nt to be reminded that the ancients 
were very fond of festive songs, When th 
assembled at ¢ of ony festivals, led by their 
chosen minstrels, they sang right joyously, 
with boisterous mirth. Let those who will 
speak to the ‘Praise of wine, my soul shall 
extol the p e8ious blood of Jesus; let who 
will laud corgand oil, the rich produce of the 

Awezke, my voice, in heavenly lays 
Tell the loud wonders be bath done |” 

The oflg we must not forget, for that 
is peculiarly the song of this evening. “Now 
will I sing unto my well-beloved a  song.”— 
His love to us is a0 immortal theme ; and as 
our love, fanned ‘by the' breath of heaven, 
breaks into s vehement flame, we may sing 
yea, snd we will sing among the lilies, a song 
of loves, 

In the Old Testament we fiod many psalms 
called by the title. ** 4 song of Degrees.” 
This « of Degrees” 1s supposed by some 
to lly. as the people pe 
tem Pp : tigrimages to the Hol loa: Tha ghee ofte Somtpre.-somstines 
it is 
season the notes are long drawn out and b 
2 — they tse and jubilant, 

e will sing a “ Bong of Degrees” to-night, 
We will mourn that we pierced the ak yo 
we will rejoice in pardon bought with blood. 
Our strain must vary as we talk of sin, feeling 
its bitterness and lamenting it, and then of 
pardon, rejoicing in its glorious fulness, 
David over i considipabie oumber of 

psalms which he entitled * Maschil,” which 
may be called in Eoglish, * instructive 

ims.” Where, beloved, can we find richer 
Pstructicn than at the table of our Lord >— 
He who understands the mystery of ircarna- 
tion and of substitution is & master in sorip- 
taral theology. There is more teaching in 
the Savioar’s body and in the Saviour’s blood 
thao in all the world besides. O ye who wish 
to learn the way to comfort, and bow to tread 
the royal road to heavenly wisdom, come ye 
to the cross, and sce the Saviour suffer, and 
pour out bis heart's blood for human sin. 
Sowe of David's psalnis are called « Mick. 

tam,” which means “ golden psalms.” Sure. 
ly we must sing one of these. Oar psalms 
must be golden when we speak of the Hcad 
of the church, who is as much fine gold.— 
More precious than silver or gold is the ines- 
timable which be has paid for our ran- 
som. Xes, yo sons of harmony, bring your 
most melodious anthems bere, and let your 
Saviour have golden psalms, 

Certain psalms in the old Testament are 
entitled + Shoshannim.,” that is “upon 
the lilies.” O ye virgin souls, whose hearts 
have been washed im blood, snd’ h 
been made white sod pure bring forth. yor 
instruments of song :— 

“ Hither, then, music " 

Let your hearts, when they are in their best 
rom aly don, Gr to Jesus their glory 

is that, sitting 
© Bave not half exhausted the list, but it 

ar that at the Lord's Table, we 

y #ud anon Tt is glade’ at one | 

heavy of heart through manifold sorrows, 
bereavements, and watchings by the sick. He 
loves his Lord, and would fain praise him, 
bat his soul refuses to use her wings. Broth- 
er, we will have a tune in which you can 

ey | join, and you shall lead the bass, You shall 
sing of your fellowship with your Beloved in 
his sufferings ; how he, too, lost a friend ; how 
he spent whole nights in sleeplesspess ; how 
his soul wag exceeding sorrowful. Bat the 
tune must not be all bass, or it would not suit 
some of us to-night, for we ean reach the 
highest key. We have seen tho Lord, and 
our spirit has rejoiced in God our Saviour.— 
We want to lift the chorus high ; yea, there 
are some trae hearts here, who are at times so 
fall of joy that thay will want ial music 
written for them. ** Whether in the body I 
cannot tell ;” said Paul, and so have others 
since, when Christ has been with them. Ab! 
then they have been obliged to mount to the 
alto notes, to the very loftiest ot song. 

Remember, beloved, that the same Savioor 
who will accept the joyfal shoutings of the 
strong, will also receive the plaintive notes of 
tue weak and weeping. You little ones, you 
babes in y may cry, “Hosanoa,” and the 
King will not silence you ; and you strong men 
with all yoar power of faith, may shout, 
“ Hallelujah !” and your notes shall be ae: 
cepted too, Come, then, let us have a tune 
io which we can all unite ; but ah ! we cannot 
make one which will suit the dead—the dead, 
['mean * in trespasses and sion”—and- there 
are some such here. 'O may God open their 
mouths and unloose their tongues; but as for 
those of us who are alive unto God, let us, 
as we come up unto the table, each contribute 
our own share of the music, and so make up 
8 song of ay harmony, with many parts, 
one uni of praise to Jesus our 

We should not choose a tune for the: 
munion table which is not very soft. 
are no boisterous themes with which we'd 
to deal when we tatry here. A bleeding Sa- 
viour, robed in a vesture dyed with blood— 
this is a theme which you mast treat with 
loving gentleness, for everything that is coarse 
is out of place. While the tune is soft is 
most also be sweet. Silence, ye doubts; be 
dumb, ye fears ; be hushed, ye cares! Why 
come ye here? My music must be sweet and 
soft when'[ sing of him. Bat oh! it mast 
also be strong ; there mast he a full swell in 
my praise. Draw out the , 80d Jet the 
organ swell the diapason! Io fulvess let its 
roll of thundering harmony go up to heaven; 
let every note be sounded at its loudest.— 
“ Praise ye kim upon the cymbals, upon the 
high-sounding cymbals ; upon the barp with 
a so’emn sound.” Soft, sweet, aud strong, 
let the music be, | 

Alds! you complain that your soul is out 
of tane. Theo ask the Master to tune the 
heart stri Those ** Selahs™ which we 
fied so often in the Pealms, are supposed by 
wany scholars to mean, ** put the harp strings 
in tune :” truly we require many ** Selabs,” 
for our hearts are constantly unstrung. © 
that to-night the Master woald 

* Teach us some melodious sonnet 
Sang by flaming tongues above 

We close by enquiring wo saALL sING PAIS 
BYMN ? 

Sitting around the Father's board, we will 
joytul who shall do it? «I 

"smith "aad wo will,” say others. 

“« When He's the Bi wse. 
Wht tut fale to ag rr 
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