.safe. snd happy one,
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Ohri:nnity, and you will find their ehildren
one by ove, slidingsway to looser forms of
religion, if not to utter carelessness. The u‘:
priociples apply to expenditures in dfess, fur-
iture, ‘1:';‘39. and luzurious liviog, " “Let
your mmwm be known unto all men.”

A Eogoesmive Hisrony.—We eondepse the
Yollowing from the Christian Indez South
Western ist, It has io it o lesson for
all Jatitudes and all times ;—

Twenty.seven years sgo, the Conech River
Association, in Alabama, comprised forty
churches and over two thousand seven hun-
dred members. The Association, as s body,
was bitterly bostile 10 Missions, Babbsth
schools, Bible societies, and temperance or-
gavizations, A few of the churches, how.
ever, nine in sumber, with s united member-
ship of only two bundred and forty, having
drupk in the true spirit of the Gospel,
withdrew, sud formed s vew association,
that st once threw itself vi ly into the
missionsry work in the vast destitute region
around, It bas now maultiplied into five as-
sociations, one hundred and fifty churches,
and over seven thousand members !

The original Associstion, in the mesnwhile
becsme only more fierce in their inveetives
ageinst the benevolent movements of the day,
denouncing them as the unzlean spirits of the
gress red dragon,  Piety sought their altars
in vain for nourishmens, The dove took its
flight, The fesult is while the secedibg nine
churches, with their two hundred avd forty
members, grew to ove bundred eod fifty
churches, with seven thousand members, the
body that was left, dwindled from thirty-one
churches, with two thovsand five hundred
members, to fifteen churches, with about one
thousand members! ¢ They have the shell
of orthodoxy, but its spirit, its power, its
glory bas departed ; snd they now present s
mournoful illustration of s people on whose
esnetoary * lohabod’ is written,”

Buch facts ss the sbove are an impressive
illustration of the t:uth that spiritual activity
is & prime law of spiritusl lile and growth —
Montreal Witness.

Por the Christian Messenger,

A ubouier.

Drar Brorues,—

I have reccived a letter from brother C, H,
Corey, containing information that will be
ratitying, I doubt not, to your readers,
rother Corey is stationed at Charleston,
Bouth Carolins, sand is labouring among the
freedmen, under the auspices of the Ameri-
o1 Baptist Home Missionary Boeiety, He
writes thus ;—

“ During the yesr 1866 1 organized five
churches, established six Bunday Bebools,
and presided over six Councils for the ordi.
nation of ministers, The churches organized
pow range in membership from one hundred
and filty to one thoussnd, I bave occupied
eight presching stations, several of which are
more than one hundred miles from wy bead.
quarters, More than one thoussnd have
been added during the year to these churches

by baptism. I bave not baptized the candi. groge

dates, but have committed that work to the
newly ordsined +pastors, 1 bave remained
some time with all the churches, preaching
and instructing, but putting the pasiors
ahead in all instsncos,

* At the commencement of the war there
were ahout 85,000 coloured Baptists in this
Siate, wost of whom are secking to be or-
gavized, into soparate churches,

I thiok the feeling towards me and my
work is improvieg. There are places which
lnst year | daied pot visit, to which I cen
now go in perfect safety, Persovs who last
year reviled, this year are friendly and take
mwe 1o their homes,

*The people smong whom I lsbour are
poor, snd yet meake grest macrifices for the
csuse, Lp rome instances they worship uo-
der trees, smid the ruivs of the devastated
woities, or in the woods,

“ A tew weeks since I rode fourteen miles
ba!‘ht (vot daring to n’o by daylight, as
there was no garrison), and found the breth-
ren awaitiog s, They built o fire in the
‘woods, and theve we orgenizsed » chureh, or.
daived our descons, sud installed & pestor,
Hundreds were t, snd God also was
there, As 1 said, though in some places
there is an improvement, yet o others we
‘have to go where dangers are all sround us.”

Brother Corey is s true labourer, 1 re-
joice that be is one of Acadia’s sons,

Yours m’l‘v. ;
J. M., Crany,
March 14, 18607,

A life tull of constant eaployment s the only

Christian Flessenger.
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Baptism in relation to Union.

BECOND ARTIOLE,

In our last we very briefly noticed that
the diffcrenees of opinion eu;tuhinod among
Christians respecting the Initiatory rite to
the christian obnrd:‘,—&pthm,-hud more
to do with the existence of the numerous
divisions of the church into the various sects
of Christendom than is commonly su .

Although the majority of those who pro-
fess » general adberence to Christianity are
Pedobaptists in practice, snd vd infants
as the proper subjects of the ordinsnce, yet
they entertain very different opinions as to
what children should be received into their
several churches by that ceremonial ob-
servance. Whilst there is appsrently so
little difference in the administration, yet the
theoretical veriations of sentiment betwcen
the different bodies are most strenuously ad-
hered to, without much regard to seriptare
Kreecpt or precedent. The views respecting
aptism, more than any other siogle circum-
stance, we believe, affect the harmony and
fraternal reJationship of Pedobaptist ehuarch-
es, They ecither form a bridge or raise »
barrier to combinations, much more 80 than is
commonly supposed, .

These may seem minor matters, when
considered in themselves, but, if they become
stumbling blocks and disturbers of the
, they sre of no small importance in
relstion to the Christian Church, Bome of
the zeslous advocates for su ap nee of
Union suppose that it may be m by s
oonbinatﬁm of all sects and parties at the
Lord’s Bupper, and imagine that euch an act
would fulfil the prediction of our Lord that
there shall be * one fold and one shepherd,”
Now we do not believe Christisn unity to be
dependent on uniformity, Nor do we think
that the Lord’s supper was intended for any
such purpose, as s standard, around which sn
srmy gathers for the purpose of shewing its
loysity, That ides, has arisen, we presunse,
from the notion of sacramentsl efficacy with
which some Pedobaptist bodies surround the
ordinsnce. Uniting in observing the Lord’s
Surpcr would no more prove the christisn
unity of the participants than it wonld prove
the sincerity of their profession, or the reslity
of their conversion,

Divisiovs, in the ehurch, have been ocoa-
sioned far more by differences as to the ad-
wipistration of baptism, than that of the
Lord’s Bupper. Thore differences are not al-
ways recognized but they are nevertheless
real and seriovs. It is maintained by some
Pedobaptists that believers and their ehildren |
are entitled to the ordinance, whilst others
throw the door open to all indiscriminately.
Bome hold that oply the children of ecom-
municsnts should partake of the privilege,
while otMers coosider it the duty of ad-
herents geverally, to bring their infants to
the foot. Bome hold that baptism should be
sdministered in public before the whole son-
tion, whilst others thiink it just ns proper
if done in the priveey of the domestie cirele,
Bome regard sponsors as an essential feature,
and that, to complete the initiation to the
church, » subscquent Confirmation is peces.
sary; whilst others regard this asan absurdity
and & matter of form, in which the vows taken
are never intended or expected to be performed,

In addition fo these conflicting clements
which abound in relerence to the observance
of Inisnt Baptism, and which have the ef.
fect of separating Pedobaptists from each
other, and even sometimes of causing quarrels
between those of the same eoummaou. there
is another, even more vital, question »
Pedobaptiste which will probably remain uo-
snswered as long as I[olant Ba lasts :
vis, What docs baptism sccomplish for the
infant 7 Does it really save, or if not, what
does it effect towards that object, On this
there is such s diversity of opioion, even
among those who regard themseives as evan:

I christians that an insurmountable

reier is raised to anything like unity or
uoiformity, Bome, bolding to the
that the entire tion of the ohild is
effected thereby, perform the cerempny in

sruslmuu e s dum'olm obild
ying, They have been n so far o
encourage the ignorance and superstition of

perents as to commence and through
over s

.
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Y- |of truth and righteousness in the earth,

Notwithsttnding these differcnces of views
smongst Pedobaptists, it is often intimated
that Baptists are sinners above all others, in
the maiter of the church of Christ being
divided by impassable barriers. This we
pudiate ; and, on the streogtk of
the foregoing, think we have reasons
for doing so. It is sop by many,
even intelligent people, that the great

int of difference between Baptists and

edobaptists is, What is the proper mode of
Baptism 7—immersion or sprinkling? This
we very emphatically deny. The great con.
sideration with Baptists is Who are the proper
subjects 7—what persons are entitled (0 the
priviledge 7 - On this we think the testimony
of Baptists is clear and distinet. They
bold that the Beriptures teach by precept and
example that the 08 who sre to be in-
troduced to the Church of Christ must be
believers, that the profession must be their
owh act and deed, whether they be adalts
or children, If there be good reason to con-
clude that & child is a believer in Jesus,

come recommended to their notice and have not

selves as far as possible on their bebalf,

The Reading Room is provided with the eit
and foreign newspapers, and the leading pericdi.
cals of the day, while the Literary Catalogue

scientific, and uselul booke, e frequent
Prayer Meetings and Bible Classes, and the
Course of Lectores during the Winter months,
add to the usefulness and increase the im-

conmection with which the Committee would
impress upon Ministers, Parents, and Guardians,
are of the highest valve. The whole of the
above privileges can be obtained for bs. per an-
num.

Communications, with an :rplic.tion to
Henry Theakston, Secretary of the Halifax

Street, will receive the strictest attention.

_ Much might, be said on the subject to
which allasion is but briefly made in the
sbove, Pious or well disposed young men,

there is no resson in the world why he o |20miog to the city, are often subjeot to great

she should be deprived of the privelege of

loes of time, and sometimes of character and

baptism, sud then of participation in the m‘ inflaences, by depending on the scci.

Lord’s SBupper. This they regard as taught
olearly ; beyoud this ihey dare not go.
None others, they hold ; bave any claim
to christian ordinances,

The mode of baptism, of course, they bold
ean be but one ; but this is oly secondary—
we repeat it—10 that of the subjects, Pedo-
baptists, who are sound in their reasoning on
otgcr subjects, are often strapgely perverse
on this, and strive to bide the real and most
important features of the subjoct from their
followers, 1t is uuderstood by Baptists that
this ordinance is intended to be the line of
demarcation between the church and the
world, and therefore is of the most’ moment-
ous consequence, but with Pedobaptists it
can never bo, Whatever coneerns pereonal re.
ligion in the Church of Christ, is not to be
triffied with, 1f believers—those who pro-
fess to be such, #nd give credible evidenee of
m‘; so, only, were admitted to baptism, the

of baptized heathenism io, so-called,
Christisn countries would be grectly lessened,
The great disturbances in the church of the
present dsy--whether they be those of
ritualism, rationalism, universalism; or any
other of the isms existing as troublers of the
cburch——are intimately coonected - with cor-
rect views on this subject,

In taking this stand Baptists, we believe,
occupy the on!, Jronnd on which any or-
gsaic Union of Christ's Church can be se-
ocured, or any hope may be entertained of the
church and the world assuming their proper
relations to each other, Ugion must be
formed on e foundation of truth, but in many
ways Christians may combine to promote the
good of their fellowmen without compro-
wising these principles, The more frequent-
ly opportunities for doing this are embraced,
the greater may we expeot the progress to be,

Our Yonng Men.

It is with much plessure we give insertion
to the following Circalar, and commend it to
the & pecial atiention of those to whom it is
addressed.

Younog Mex's CHRISTIAN ASBOCIATION,

To Ministers, Parents and Gardians,

The Young Men's Christian Association nof
Halifax, bave smong their standing committees,
one called * The
Committee,” whose special object is the atien:
tion to the interests of strangers in the city,
whether with the intention of residing or passing
through in the course of business or pleasure,
Visitors to the city may passan agreealle hour in
the Association ioom, which are both commo-
dious and conveniently situated in Hollis Btreet,
opposite the Province Building, where they will
bave the mtunity of mecting with christian
iriends, w society may ufd materially to
their enjoyment.

In tho case of young men coming from the
country to reside in the city, the Association af-
fords peculiar advantages, and the commitiee
would take this opportunity of Mu;m? (0 the
notice of Ministers, Parents and Goardiaps, the
desirability of introdueing young men, exchang-
iog a rural for a city Jife to the Association,
where by ¢t and example, they wmay be
secured against the allurements which stand in
the way of the youthful and inexperienced, It is
felt that many go aside from the strait path of
rectitude, not s0 much from a desire for what is
wrong, as from a want ol proper associates and
the extension of due oycpctby they are driven
of necemity, (since society s ‘ndhpombh) to
wix with ¢ who have lost sell-respect, and
lowered themeelves in the social scale. * The
Btrangers and Employment Committee,” cow-

ble means of introduction,
lnquu’t the comfortable and well provided

trangers and Employment | ox

angelical gharches -

ts which may throw them into good so.

matter of their church relationship they
sometimés wish to enjoy the freedom of goin
around snd seeing the different churches, an
hearing the various ministers of the eity, and
not upfrequently, by some specious sppears
ances, they are induced to rofrain from uniting
themselves to the particular church or con-
gregation which their friends ex
#0 comimence the formation of wanderi
babits which soon uofit them for the useful-
ness and happiness they might otherwise se.
cure. There is, we fear, too much indiffer.
ence on the part of ministers in the case
of young men from their comgregations
coming to the ecity to dwell, or they would be
more careful to advise them to lose no time
in secking fellowship with the churches to
which theirs are fraternally united,

Wo bave received the following notice, and
insert it, ncoording to request, for the pur.
of shewing the whole hearted-invitation
and the excellent method adopted by the
Chicago brethren to shew kind attentions,
with #s little difficulty as possible to the
visiting brethren, rather than with any idea
that many of our brethren from Nova Beotia
will sttend. If sny should do so, we shall
be glad to receive some notes by the way for
our pages,

United Sintes Baptist Anniver-
saries, May, 1867.

To px HELD 1N CRICAGO, ILL.,, YROM MAY
22 70 80 INCLUBIVE.~ Arrangements are now
heing perfected for the entertainment of two
thousand or more, The churches of Chicago
send Christian greeting to our brethren of tﬁn
East, and West, North and Bouth, assuring
them that no effort will be spared to faciliiate
their attendance and provide flor their enter.
tainment.
That the details of arrangements may be as
perfect as possible, the Central Committee has
nstructed the undersigned to reqoest that all
persons proposing to attend these Anniversaries,
and desiting entertainment, will send kim, a¢
s00n as possible, 8 written motice of the samey
stating the number of individuals, whether
ladies or gentiemen, and church with Post Office
address, incloding Btate and County, to whom
cards of iniroduction will be returned, giving
the name of the family, street, snd number, to
which they are assigned.
A msu sttendance is earnestly desired and
pected. Come one, come all ; and our bearts
desire and prayer to God is, thas this Anniver
urzl ‘oocuiou may be one of the richest blessing
'o .

Lymax Brinaks,
Cor. Bec. Central Commitiee,

70 Washington Street,
Chicago, lmuoh.} Chicago, 11l
March 1, 1867,

e ——

“ Tas Mops or Bavrisn,—The Editor of
the Witness under the aboye title says,
* A correspondent takes o contem

to task for some remarks in connection wit
an apoouncement of & Presbyterian minisier

correspondent's argument for the mode
observed by Pnub,lorhu."

His “ a eot” is almost worthy of the
sceptical B Colenso, He sapposes that
the pumber of those who came to John's

was 80 great that it
possible, becsuse of the th of time W
would require, for their baptism to have beeo
by immersion. He therefore concludes that
it was ** by pouring or sprinkling the water

upon their taces,””  What a profound argu:
ment |

| We remember, s number of years n‘a.

| g who ud. difficultios | this u-uu' '
sowme on ‘
Mu.luuaﬂbt:a;y,.htuub:nvm K thas i anid sab o o0 a

length of time to pour or s

rule the sending of young men to the city in
search of situations, yet in the case of those who

obtained employment, they will exert them- 1
contains 8 judicioue selection of religious, moral,. .

portance of the Association, the benefits of &

Young Men's Christian Association, Hollis

ciety, or that of an opposite kind, In the

pected, and
o

turning Baptist,” The editor then inserts his,

ould be im-

spome
le upon each
Thmmuwuummdhaiﬂmmm““ 'ﬂ‘,“"'“‘ g




