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The difficultes conneceted with the existones 
oy of Satan and the hosts of inal 

spiritual ong 

Belgiows. 
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ities” —the powers” —the *¢ 
edness,” or, as- Alford renders it, * the spirit- 
ual armies of wickbdoess”) form 

t problem which has puzai 
orm the beginning. 

~ Por the Christian Messenger. 

The History of the Wa—— 

Dear Broruer, 
I received a letter a short time ago 

esteemed brother in a distant part of the Pro- 
vince, whose mind has been disturbed with|than that it sbould exist here. 
reference to the existence and ¢ 
spirits. He says :—*¢ Kver . sinoe 
. ild I have been led to believe that there 

period war in heaven, and 
that the Devil, having been loader in the re- 
bellion, was turned from thence with his fol- 
lowers to curse the world and lead its inhabi- 
tants astray. Well—I used to believe it, 
until last winter, when I read Milton's Para- 
dise Lost, which set me a-thioking 

. » 1 searched the Scriptus 
find no light, in fact only 

art of the| ec 
vexed man 

Bat it is no morestrange | t 
from an that evil should exist among beings of a higher |e 

order,and in other parts of God's dowsinions, | to 

of evil{ has been perm oF © 
I was a|sre to be'served by its existence, will be made | hij 

known to us we may confidently expeot, ia dl hi 
the next ‘state of being. 
wait many 

and what p 

was at some remote We may have to|m al" 
lanation, but it will | 

come at ast, and then we shall be fully satis | tu 
prophst’s words may be fitly pplied| 
es Phe vision is yet for an ap- |< 

pointed time, but at the end it shall speak : 
though it tarry, wait for it: because | fu 

it will ‘surely come, it will not 
ii. 8. ‘Meanwhile, John Newton's remark, | res 
dictated alike by common sense and pious re- | bis 
gard to God's word, will sérve to direct us to | on 
present duty :—** Many have 
selves about the origin of evil ; 
is evil, and that there is a way ha sampn it: 
and with this I 
We cov eet alo 

fally warned of our dange 
structed how to resist 1h foo—that we have |] go 
gracions assurances of help—and that ulti. |j 

for thee 

fied." The 
to the case ; 

on ‘the | not lie ;. 

but could 
7 faint allusions to the 

; snd I think ‘the materials are so 
scarce that none but Milton could have ever 
invented such a doctrine of devils out of them, 

men preach it, but 1 think 
they err; they had better acknowledge that 

y know pothing about the 
preach Milton's fancies as’ the tru 

«Now, Sir, it seems to me a feartul thought 
to suppose that war ever invaded the saored graoic 
precincts of God's immediate presepcé and 

tarry,” Habs | saghly 

zzled them-| th 
I know that observe there| 

in and end.” : 
r io mind that we aid]; 

—that we are ro 

ter than 

mate victory is secured to all the followers of | 
power: abd it it were so, what security have |the Lamb. He was “in all points tempted = 

again? And who |like as we are” 
to | that are 

the | shall 

we that it may not be so 
can tell but perhaps even after we . 
beaven some ambitious angel may ra 
standard of rebellion and we may be seduced | them ont 
from our allegiance ?* 
led astray—it 

3 [He is * able to succour them n 
»; Hesays of his own, * te : 
' neither shall any one plas { 

my haod”, and * To him that|iy 
grant to sit with me in my | o 

"| throne, even as I also overcame, and am set |, gam 
My correspondent adds that maoy are with my Father in his throne,” Heb, ii. 18 ; Ww on t | 

og on the subject,” and requests, me |iv. = " Job SN. Rev, iii. fr 
to my reply to bis letter fur publication | e no 
a PU he tatare. Tho devil wad his 

There is very little, however, to be said on | oast 10to the fire that is «| 
to which my friend [ 80d there they will ba tormented dh “and 

t for ever and ever”. 
is there any ground for fear as to any 

in a |other outbreak. gay ye will «put 
few sentences. - We ary told that there are all rule, and all authority, and all po 

All enemies will be sabdued, and placed avder 
tion in whish they were created : his feet. And * we, according to his promise, 

¢ not their first | look for new heavens and a new earth, where- 
teousness”’, 2 Peter iii, 13,— 

purity, and joy will universally 
which has been under limits 

ong, will exist no more, 

y=] am 80 easily overcometh wi 

frightens me.” 

that branch of en 
refers, because. Rev. xx, 10, Scripture itself is brief and ) 
obsoure oo the point; The information con- | 
tained in the Bible may be summed up 

‘who fell from the pure and ex- 

“ sinned "they ** kep 
estate,” 2 Peter ii. rf Jude 6. When thia|in dwelloth righ 
event took place, how it was occasioned, and Then, 
what were its: attendant ciroumstances, we | prevail, 
koow not. It has been plausibly conj 
from 1 Tim, iii. 8,6, 7 

‘of the devil” «ts the snare of the devil”) 
spirit first manifested itselt 

in pride. But if we ask on'what occasion it |p 
broke out, and how a d 

and restraints all al 
save in a state of just punishment. 
will be cast finally into the * bottomless pi 
and will ba She more “loosed out’ of his 

* God will be * all in all.” 
Milton has built up a 

with a very slender stock of material, 
“The fr T 
Doi lanes ty en erty egy I earth to 

py unknown, the 's 
them to shapes nt dg to airy ing 

Shakespeare. 

and gent him 
to the Bible, -nagapriaony. Sud instead 

-pro- | of fancies, If he is regdy to complain that 
ant traths are 80 few, and sometimes so darkly 

d, he may be reminded that God bas 
ou thousands of subjects, 

1 that it is better to confess that 
make the best use of what is sotually to 
a; to busy ourselves with vain 

“darken counscl by words 
1€ eae ho whieh 

| the themes of 
».. It is part of our trial 

state of rag Many men 

that the rebellious 

| so hateful 
t in celestial minds, we 

It is one of those subjects 
which God has not thought proper to uaveil 
to us in the present state, 
The words of our Lord recorded by Luke, 

ch. x. 18, I beheld Satan as Nghtuing 
. from heaven” -—are thought by some to refer 

pulsion of the a's hos when he 
and his were hurled from the celestial baitle- 
ments, pa suppose, 
greater ty, that the we ge 
phetio, he Savionr 

magoificent. fiction 

obtain no answer, 
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| your accurate statements, it will leave you 
ind. The Bible does not come round, 

d | k our opinion of. its contents, It pro- 
) 8 to us a Constitution of Grace, which |, 
ve d to receive, though we do not wholly 

rebend. it. Numberless questions ma 
be o * ed on the various paris of this Consti- 

tign. Mach of it I caonot understand, 
ero of what respects myself ; but Iam called | 

it on it, and this is agreeable to analogy. 
My} bild will ask’ me questions on the fitness 

fitness of what 1 ( enjoin, but I silence 
— = You are not yet able to comprehend 
dg business is to believe me and obey 

Works, iii. 458, 460. 
ir. Paley very wisely said, “True forti- 

of understanding consists in not suffering 
1 do koow to % 3 i by what we 

now.” 

obbishop Whately's « View of the Serip- 
Revelations respecting and evil 
” is an iostructive book. I have just 

i from Eogland a copy of the Arch- 
p’s + Life,” and fiod some remarks in 
of his letters which all readers and 
prs may profit by. They are subjoined. 
dpe a man has got thoroughly puzzled 

a in an anthor, or at a mathe- 
obles; I have known him to sit 

gr hours, till he was half distracted, 
Sot “being any the forwarder ; and when 
jimes to look at it again a day or two after, 

1 aming been occupied in the interim with other 
, he finds it quite easy. And it is the 
Be you i trying to recollect some 

name, I M¥ays. told my pupils, * When, af- 
v oi easonable time, you cannot make out a 

ty, pass on to something else, and re- 
p the point next day’: and many s 

9 hou heen mmol Shem, LT have known 
ract on ao aoslogous plan. — 

failed to find a winged bird in 
{ be Sd hom of aod hunted them 
hyd hajt-art hour ; oo coming back, 
the bird at once. He gsure 

days ~ at never have found the bird, 
The phenomenon is curious, and I do not pro- 
fess to explain it. Bat of the fact and infer- 
ence I cannot doubt.” Life of Whately, ii. 
AA, 
May this New Year be the happiest, holiest, 

and most useful year of our lives! 
Yours &o., 

J. M. Crane. 
Acadia College, Jan. 1st, 1867. 

Baptism of a FPesbyterian Mis- 
sionary. 

Rev. W. Mil'ar. of North: Arthur, writes 
to the Canadian wader date of Nov, 
17 :=* On Saturday, the 3rd iost., I was vis. 
ited by Mr. Warren, who has been laboring 
for some time in the township of Luther as a 
Presbyterian missionary. The question of 
baptism had for some time previous to this 
occupied his attention. He became convinced 
that believers wero the proper subjects. Un- 
der this impression be applied to me for the 
administration of the ordinance, and after 
hearing a full snd very satisfactory account| 
of ‘his conversion to God and the steps which 
led to this conclusion, it was that the 
ordivance should be administered a week trom 
the following Sunday, the 11th inst. Ou the 
moroiog of this day, I proceeded on my way to 
fulfil my engagement; a number of our friends 
here accom me and although the d87 1 car 
was unfavorable and the roads exceedingly | P*f 
bad, we arrived at the of in 
good time; In a short time the place w Au 
we met was orowded, ne fs arabia 

suitable to the occasion. At the 
men | close ‘of the service, Mr. Warren arose and 

gave a full detail of the roasons that led him 
to his present’ conclusion, exhorting 

Weorelvee as the oculy safe in all mab 

py pwrsbpasenabot 

| a d— 

unbelievers in definitely fixing 
p— an opportanity of 

silure of some ‘expectations 
winds of many 
taking place daring the year in our mundane 
affairs. 

prominent of these pr 

Cumming corrects a misreport 
mon by which be was asserted to have fixed the 
consummation of ;all thi 
world in this year 1866 : 
meant it. 1 merely took the opportunity of stat- 
ing that twenty years ago Elliott and the great- 
est writers on p 

expect it is not to 
shall come whose righ 
1 believe, is to be transformed, not annihilated. 
I have stated io a work 

them af 
he nie 40. to: sodroh the: Boriptares. for 

fa, EOREN eat 
0 of sled mmpler 

or Rood of’ tin "Two others hve bom baptized PFS 
be | have 
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Rev, Ww. N. Cote, o, writes FE Sub. and 
gives an account in the same paper of the 
convetsion‘'of M. Ayrauld a French notary who 
i 
the reasons which led him to dissolve his con~ 
nection with the Church of Rome. He says 
M. Ayrauld’s «style of writing is simple, 
popular clear and forcible, and his book will 
no doubt be perused with much interest by 
his countrymen.” 

of 

Dr. CUMMING. 

The close of the past year has afforded the 
the propheti- 

the 
raised in “the 

persons of some sudden change 

Dr. Comming. has been one of the most 
and now 

Tor tp - bis position. 
We find the following in & late‘ number ‘of 

the London Record : ; 
Dg. CuMMiNG AND Mis ri ~In « Word for Oneself.” i ulpingriog Dr. 

of a recent ser- 

and the end of the 
— 1 neither said nor 

rophecy, starting from A. p. 532 
or from A. D. 606, have taught that we may ex- 

t this very year fhe ment on the 
apacy, so far as 

final j 
dential, ut all of us 

“atterly destroyed till He 
titis to reign. The earth, 

The Last Warning u by bhis- 
torical proofs in a hi oad br be 
lish in a fow SR ZANT 

the solution I NE er the 
the tC epochs of as 
alike most probable and most justified | sage. Tog 
tion from ev How soon sin 1867 the Re- 
deemer will return and take the kingdom and 
reign over all the earth I cannot ny ng 

An ingenious nd 
Mall 3 2p hn 
Dr, Comming e 
letters of the doctor's owd name spelt in 
Greek, together with Satet the. article pre- 
fized, he says, make, when added together, 
the exact number of the Beast, and jo adds 
& table to prove it. 
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A Sermon » spotica nd yet tem- 

An anecdote told of the life of a dissenting 
minister has a fair claim to the admiration ot 
every clergyman who is in earnest. There 
was & minister who it a ppears bud obtained no 
small repu Re re brothren tor his 
eloquence gous » and more particularly for 
[3 i we 
thse of bb his POU. On some 00- 
oasion he was to ia the 
air, and be had deeply atm Fa psc 8. 
through a long discourse. Just se er 
conclusion ru Myron to hesi 
img in a rambling manner he Whur 

of what had already said until he 
Dh Ay ted ae ‘At 
the dinner, ‘when the 
health was + Brother,” ge 
the ministers 8, % womust all Tim sure 
have been charmed by your discourse ; but if 
[ way hazard the observation, I thought at the 
conclusion you lost the thread of your srgu- 
ment, and hardly equalled your ordinary elo- 

a» oY" iy deme ar ene gua hag) 
was the reply, * this it was, ‘Just 4s I ‘Was. 
about to conclude, rhs 
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shin and the Rt oon- 3 *


