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HALIFAX, JANUARY 9, 1867.

to the evil. .

s

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

~_Two or three weeks since we published the

Circular of the British Evangelical Alliance,

inviting christian charches to unite in Prayer

: : duriog the present week. We doubt not our

; . brethren have pretty generally accepted the

: invitation, and, where it is at all practicable,

are proceeding with the meetings. The pro-

me of the Halifax committee was also
igiven in detail at the same time, :

The meetings are being held in the city
churches. The first was in Granville Street
on Monday morning at 4 past 9. A goodly
nomber was in attendsnce, notwithstarding

: the heavy fall of snow on Lord’s Day. Mr.
.4 b | Charles Robson presided, and announced the
f' » 3 gubject : * Thanksgiving and Confession of
' - Sin.” After singing, prayer and reading of
the Secriptures, an invitation was given to any
of the brethren present to offer s word of
exhortation, when Rev. Dr. Pryor came for-
ward and stated that a letter bad been placed
in his bands, baving reference to this meeting,
L and it no objection was offered he would read
fh it to the meeting. ~ The following is the letter :
Halifaz, N. 8., January, 1867.
To Tae Rev. Jonx Pryor, D.D.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—A few bumble individo-
als who bave been “ sighing and crying ” over
the abominations ot our city, solicit your infla-
ence on the first day of the * Week of I'rayer”
to cali attention to a special cause for solemn and
devout contession of sin, arising from the preva-
lence of the evils of Intemperance, so exten-
sively pervading all classes and conditions of
our community. Possibly but few of the clergy
or mewmbers of our chprches are aware of the

“extent to wnich dissipation and drunkenness
exist, especially among our most promising
oung men. Young men on whom much care
as been bestowed by their parents, in giving
[ them the very best education their means could
h afford. Many of them have been instructed in
our Sabbath Schools, and trained to fill respon
sible situations in socie'y. But bhow sad, ard
et how true, that there are few famiiies in
,ilalil'ax but have to bewail some of its members,
lost to society, and in 50 many instances, in all
, our churches, parent’s hearts have been pained
? and are broken in bebolding all their prospects
i blighted by the cup of dissipation. We bewail
this sin before God. But we go turther, and
take guilt to ourselves that we have permitted
this enemy to ravage our &ity without coatrol,
: : and some of us bave grieviously given counte
1 nance toit, And bence we bow submissively

i to oar Heavenly Father's will in the past,
Comparatively few persons are aware how
many tacilities for drinking, and bow many
places of temptation exist in our city t~ '»re_to
destruction tbe above class, as well as mai,

the city.

wickedness.

® bl \‘:

the d
‘the gospel.

point.

alone woull;'cnu the “evil, ¥ its uni
Soc?etiu and the Sons af;*l' perance have a
accomplished a certain work, i ulli%\t ation
. They have not failed alroge

Bat the time has, io the good providence of God,
arrived that we, in the name of the Lord, strike
for higher ends, nobler aims and efforts conse-
crated to His glory who is the Great Author of
all good and successful efforts. '

May we ask that as the first day’s
held in your church, that you would be pleased
to bring the quéstion ‘under consideration’'—
And may God bless and oprocper all our feeble
efforts for the promotion

It may be said that the
deeper—that the heart must be chas
tbat men must be made christians before‘they
will be permanently rescued from the paths of
the great deetroyer. This we fully believe,
apd would seek to impress it more upon those
who would seek to reclaim the fallen ; so that
they may a'so seek for them the higher
the time that they encourage sobriety, Total
Abstinence is of the utmost importanee, but
it is oot salvation—men can be savel from |

L84Sy

meeting is

His glory.
We remain,
Rev. and Dear Sir,

- Yours faithfully,

Remarks were made by several others, and
the letter was again read by request at the
evening meetin
ed to take charge of the subject and to
gest means for an endeavour to effect the ob-
ject desired.

There is no doubt this is one of our
sins, and the source of almost all the erime of
A visit to our prisons would we
are assured shew that there is not perhaps one
in twenty of the inmates who has not been
brought there, directly or indirectly, by the
use of intoxieating drinks. |

It is not merely the physical evils, in crime,
poverty and wretchedness which intempérance
entails, that we must bewail, but the {act which
is plainly stated in holy writ, that *no drunk-
ard shall inherit the kingdom of heaven” must
rest on the hearts of christians before they
will be willing to use the neceseary effort to
banish the evii, and dry up the source of the

A committee was appoint-

t

t evil lies:still
ged, and

tion of sin only by a reception of
All the machinery of temperance

is well suited to protect and preserve those
who come ander its influence, but if they ad-
vance no further the christian work is not
commenced. Let there be no reserve in this
The christian church is instituted for |
recovering men snd bringing them to Christ.

The meetings i
Wesleyan Church yesterday ; in Poplar tirove
Presbyterian Church to-day ; in St. Aodrew’s
Presbyteriao Charch on Tbursday; in the
North Baptist Church on Friday; and in the
Grafton Street Wesleyan Charch on Saturday,

were jn Bruunswick Sireet

our industrious mechanics and others of our
community. There are in this ¢ity places fitted
up, and furnished with accommodation for every
sort of dissipation. Intoxicating drinks of every
qua'ity and flavour, amusements and games of
every description are provided, so that these
‘ young men may spend their leisure bours and
) - evenings until late at pight; or in other words,
| that they may “ maoufacture drunkards.” Now
in e0 fir s we bave connived at these things,
we bewail our condition betore God

The question has often been and is still asked,
What can be done ?. God expects his le to
work, while it is day, and He calls upon His
Eeople to “ Arise, awake, put on strength, O

ion,” and * Put on thy beautitul garments, O
Jerusalem.’’ “ Zion's Streogth ” and * Jerusa
. R Jem's beaatiful garments ™ are the zeal and sanc
. tified energy of her members, united for the

ion of her King's glory and the ever-

ing salvation ot ber subjects ; and bence we
appeal to jyoua this day as the united Cbarch
has met and will again neet in your Charch, to
ask that the sympathies of the men of God, and
their prayers may concentrate in this channel,
_with especial view of saving our young men
from this dire calamity ; that the sanctuary
may be filled with spiritual worshippers, and’
that the places where so many parent’s hearts
bave been made sad, so many fondly cherisbed
hopes bave been bli_hted, may be forsaken and
closed forever. Nor would we ask your prayers
' alone,~efforts should be made 10 arrest 1be evil.

A few moaths ago many of our citizens were
S\eved at a flagrant desecration of the Lord’s

ay. Prayer was made,—but they did not stop
here. Uniled, concentrated efforts were made
for the accomplishment of a great object,  and
b.the blessing of God that object was accom-

Now a question may inently be
ask-d alurqthb day’s mwmpo?‘d- - {mar,
4 Can no means be adopted to induce our City
#¢ Council to save our young men, our friends
“and our children vow growing up, from going

If the enire sale of ictoxicating drinks can-
aot be sto s may not the tippling shops,
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Christian Laber.

The circumstance of various organigations
existing having Temperance, and Beanevolent
objects in view, or perhaps for Literary and
Scientific purposes which have no positive con-
nection with the chqreh, baut which embrace
large numbers of young men—mcmbers of
charches and others, is worthy of the serious
cHusideration of enli
merly church relationship
influence of its members far more we believe
than it does at present. It is supposed by

ghtened christians, For-

secured tae social

it is ap advaotage to the church

the expense of the church, and
good is done by christisns exert.

ting some influence over such associates yet
it is not, after all, that influcuce which will
bring them directly under the power of re-
ligions truth, and promote the sslivation of
their souls. It may be good to give silver
or copper to those in waot, but when one has
gold for the purpose of imparting to persons
ia need of it, he is eurely failing in bis daty
it he contents himself with doling
inferior coia.

out his
It ma

public protession of

fuith in Christ, but who are deemed mors!
aod upright. This may be the case, but it
depends much on ;:uh.:rdthm.isgwmi
rtuoi such opportuni-
,tium-:z:odotum
s Saviour, and at the same time of avsiding
any withdrawal from the interests of Ziox

ersal{oovsider whether thoy shoald “lower their | cobgregat
apce |gtandard of devo“dm co

world ; outside the
same time be the means of bringing many
within her sacred precinots, and mvoﬁ to
them the highest lieve
a wide field for mental, moral and spiritual
improvement in the church at which is at pre-
sent but very imperfectly .ovcupied.

We would earvestly invite the attention of
our brethren to this subject, and shall be glad
to hear from them in reference to it.

| ‘make the ¢lothes for the
e hoped thiat they would find
dealers who would supply the'

‘ ‘me “help by giving
the buildings, and thue all would bave an op-
portunity to help forward the good work to
which tboz. bad set their hands. The alme-
houses an ;d%—nhooh bich were to be built
close by the Tabernacle would be sufficiently
advanced to enable their venerable friend Mr.
Tboma: Oloey to lay the stone within a few

The following is another feature of tne ope-

rations having their centre at Mr. Spurgeon’s
T:buuck"?-g- ' s
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Mr. Spurgoon then made an announcement | account ot the ordi
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" 'Mir. Spurgeon’s Work.

The adaptation of the co
qiple—on which Baptist cturches are institu-
ted—to effect the great objects ot tholm
is well illastrated by the Church ip ,
of which the Rev. U. H. Spurgeon is pastor.
Whilst other .wodes of church
probably have inter
formality which would have repressed such
ardour, there is elasticity in this mode by
which the church and its pastor can engage in

thus give scope to generous christian
thropy. It can hardly be believed that so
many institutions have been, und are being,
brought into existence in cennection with one

congregation,
is a wondrous phenomenon in the religious
world ‘as well a8 in the Baptist denomination ;
bat its affiliated jnstitutions help to explain,
as well as to account for the vast jofluence it
is exerting on tha world around.

At a late meeting at the Metropolitan Tab-
ernacle, Mr. Spurgeon stated thas:—

“ Since the establishment of the college, 106
brethren had eettled in different
Five of them had fallen asleep, ten others bad
settled as pastors and were still in the
and five were evangelists, who would possibly
continue to perambulate the country, preaching
the Word of Life. During the present year,a
large number of students bad settled in various
- spheres of usefulness, and Mr.
hst of them, commenting on the

pay for the passage out of a young man who
preach in South Africa, and Mr, Stokes
bad been sent to Port Elizabeth for that pur-

over to Natal, and when be mentioned the mat-
ter to his students, he was pleased to find that
five of them expressed their willingness to go
out, if no one better should be nlect;.d.‘. That

roject was in abeyance at present. oung
L’wm the college were mostly laboari 4
tricts where a new canse was wanted ; and it
was no'eworthy that he was frequently entrusted
with sums of money to be spent in erecting new
chapels for their students. During the time the
college had existed, be did not recollect any case
in which be bad not had money in band when'it
was waoted ; of course there bad been delays,
but no difficulties. He had f;
awake at night thinking of the many schemes
'be bad in hand for the glery of God, but he al-
ways telt grateful that not one of them was
flagging in interest. He fouud from papers

vious twelvemont's, the settled students of the
ege bad baptized 1,235 persons, and that
there bad been a clear increase of 1,461 mem
bers in their churches. He was
that the work on the rock of St
on prosperously. Mr. Cother bhad ad-
mitted fifiy-eight
| 2 . and various preaching stations bad been lormed,
that her mewmbers should ucite with these and the labours of the preachers had been much
organizations Wherever they bave a gaod | blessed of God.” ™

moral tendency. There is, however, we ti.ink,

o o Ia the course of tze said meeting :—

tte i i

often a possibility that the effort given to » Me, Romiter, & blind stedent, steppad for-
d presented Mr. Sclway, the tator in

the sciences, &c., with a noble timepiece, which

' bad been subscribed for among 1t

After Mr. Selway had retorned thanks, Mr.

Spurgeon stated 1hat a young lady, evidently of
| not more than ten or eleven years of
'subscribed £20 towards the college

lgmamm..mpa,udmmw.'
' build smaller houses, where the boys might. Jiv

There is a large class of young men which
meets ev iday sfternoon for prayer, ex-
bortation, Bible study, &:. The claes is presided
over by Mr. H. Hanks, one of tbe elders oi the
church, and is attended by over 200 young men
most of whom are Ongageg in open air preaching,
bouse visitation, and other evangelistic. work.—
On a recent Sunday, an address was given by
Mr. Edward Leach, on the signs of she times,
with reference to the work of young men in the
Christian Church. It was peinted out that the
tendencies of ritnalism were in favour of the ‘es-
tablishment of a priesthood, a relizious monoply
which meant the disuse of all lay agency \hat waw
not underthe direc: satetion of a priestly tyranny.
It was argued that the time bad arrived when
the young men of our churches thould ask them-
selves how they can best resist the encroachments
of sagerdotalism, and that could ocly be deae by
clinging to the old doctrine of each “Christian
man teing a member of a * holy priesthood.” By
the side of the ritualistic movement was placed
the wide-spread feeling in favour of bringing the
working and ciasses into our churches,
and it was observed that the best way of effec-
ttog this object was by sending out’'young men
of ability into the courts and alleys and er
districts of London to preach the Gospel in a
simple way to the hitherto unreacha'le masses.
Instances were given of successfol work in this
direction ; and certain belps in the ¢arrying on
of this werk were poticed. The importance of
uodyio{ the life and characier of Christ ; the
desirability of cultivating sell knowledge ; of
ge, | avoiding llll"e fictitious entbusiasn and feverish

itation ; the command of temper 20 n :
i.g dealing with ignorant 'ro'aghup; the cum
of a generous disposition and gentlemanly bear-
ing, were pointed ost and entorced, and the ad-
dress concluded by urging qpos young men the
necessity for renewed self consecration upon the -
altar of Christian work.”

We ive that these outside operations
are not allowed to ioterfere with Mr. Spur-
ﬁ-’s direct miunisterial and pastoral - labors.

e following is the record ot his baptisms
for about four weeks :—

October 25, eight ; Oct, 29, six; Novem-
ber 1, fitteen ; Nov. 12, thirteen ; Nov. 15,
fourteen ; Nov. 19, twenty-one. Total, 77.
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Taz Convenrion ProToeR spHS..—We have
obtaived three or four copies of the photo-
graph of the group of ministers who were a$
the Baptist Convention at 3:. Joho N. B,, in
August last. It compriscs sizry five figures
on one card about 5§ by 43 iwches very
distinetly taken, with the Piesident llom.
Judge Johnston at the besd. Kachr person
is very oclearly and faithially represe.ted.
The artist has succeeded well iu arranging
them so that the picture of each person stands
by itself, and altogether they combine to form
a gem of photographic art, as well as a finely
executed group of likenesses, of brethsen held
in high esteem by the Baptist oharches of
the three provinces of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward lsland. We
could bave wished thut there had been several
other brethren in the picture, but they were
ot present at the Uonvention and -that the
picture bad been of a larger sise so as to
form so embellishment lor our walls to be
seen At & distanece ; bul we sappose the artiet
wished (0 bring it at & low price——only filty
cents—s0 that it might be within reach of »
larger number of persous. - We believe that
a large number of copies will be required in
each of the provinges.
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