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Acts vii 1-16: 

‘the great Obio?”’ 

THE CHKISLAN ISSENGER. 
EE a] 

Nf AN Fa WL ON NP CT ar ait hn an La oN ~~ I~ POST 

BIBLE LESSONS. 

Sunday, January 13th, ‘1867, 
x A and zeal. 2 wi. 1423: A TY Kings 

Recite—~ Acts ¥ 29-31. 
T seeses 

Sunday, January 20th, 1867. 
hen’s address. to his accusers. 

2 Kings vi 24-33; famioe in Samaria. 

Recite—~RoMaxs v. 6-8, 
hn me 

uths’ Department, [lr rie oe 
ward failed to secure for himself aint 
of church fellowship, and to take at first a 
decided stand as a follower of Jesus. He be- 
came warmly attached to his pleasant and jovial 
classmates. ’ Gradually be Feloed his secret 
devotions, and now without other restraints than 
the upbraidings of conscience and the tender 
letters of bis father, who was entirely uncon- 
scious of the peril, be gave himself up to the 
seductions of bis lively companions. His studies 
were neglected, be fell into dissipated habits, 
and after repeated reprimands from the college 
Faculty, he was nded for a period from 
the privileges of the institution ; a letter giving 
an account of his course wae sent to bis father, 
and be was rg rd to return to his G 

Rills The blow fell with great severity, as it was so 
whe unexpected, : the father, : aig ; 

: Bs * «| tion he felt; alotost overcame his grief. His 
I have just been watching the little wills] og oo "0's b shocked, that, at first, he was 

jumping skipping - merrily along, and it cht inclined to close the door of his home and 
wade me think of the talk a good doctor once 
bad with some of them as be was travelling 
one day over the Alleghany mountains. 
# What was it ?” 
Well, be asked them where they were going 
taser, 

Vu 0,” they said, just down the mountain.” 
« And what are you goirg to ‘do as you go 

down the mountain ?” he asked, : 
« (), we shall make friends with other little 

rille, ard grow bigeer,” said they. 
» And what will you do when you grow 

bigger 1” HANH 
« 0, we shall turn saw ‘mills and grist-mills ; 

and when we get down through all the rocks on | 

the plains, we shall set some great iron factories 
and cotton-mills in motion.” 
“ And what will you do then 7” 
% Then ? why, we shali make the Alleghany 

and Monongahela rivers, and when we are big 

enough we shall make the great Obio.” 
“ And what will you do when you get to be 

# 0, then we shall take on our backs great 
rafts and steamboats and beautiful ships, and 
help build up ell along beautiful towns and 
villages and cities,” ; 

“ And what then ?”’ 
“ What then ? Why, we shall unite our 

forces— for we do pot mean to live by ourselves 
and for ourselves—with the great Missouri and 
Mississippi, and belp them carry a thousand 
ships to the great ocean.” 

* What, you going to do all this, you little 
rills ?” 
# Yes, sir, we are; and if you don’t believe 

us, we can’t stop to convince you of it, for we 
are in a hurry ;”’ and off they ran on the jump. 

If the little rills are going to do so much, 
what will not the children do, the boys and the 
girls who are growing bigger and stronger every 
day, and will by and by be felt for or for 
evil in the world ? poe vu are bright iow 

arkliog now, will 1 am afraid, run into the 
et ho and sunny spot, ry +n stay until 
they dry up. An easy, selfish life, blessing 
nobody, at last shrinks to nothing. Others 
who are promising now, will, I am afraid, by 
and by be diverted from the right way, and 
turn off into dark chanpels, where they will be 
lost ; and others, a great number of our dear 
boys and girls, I pray Ged, way grow up strong 
and good, to unite their forces with all good 
and poble work, to bless the places where they 
live, and make the nation betier for their bav- 
ing lived in it, 

The Books of the Old Testament. 

The following lines, if committed carefully to 
memory, and repeated occasionally, will epable 

you 10 keep in mind the order of the books of 
the Old Testament ;— 
The great Jehovah spake to us 
In 2 dc and Col 
Leviticus and Numbers see 
Followed by Deuteronomy. 
Joshua and Judges sway the land, 
Roth gleans a with trembling hand ; 
Samuel], and numerous Kings appear, 
Whose Chronicles we wondering bear ; 
Ezra and Nehemiab now 
Esther, the beauteous mourner, show ; 
Job speaks in sighs, David in Psalms, 
The jo teach to scatter alms. 
Eeclesiastes then comes on, than bas been hitherto available in the English be ios. It ] 
And the sweet song of Solomon. language. Respecting the climate be remarked gery dhe ry ap Nl a a 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah then it # differs from that of other regions in the small number of varieties, as some con 
With Lamentatio takes bis pen. same latitude, by reason of the great moisture | then we keow nothing of that begining 
Ezekiel, Daviel, 8 lyres prevailing there, The combination of heat and| In the family of ruminants there are no bulls, Swell Joel, Amos, x moisture, be observed, produces a more luxuri. | cows) sheep or antelopes. Even she deer, so| Next Jonah, we ly rag come, ant vegetation than is tobe found anywhere | numerous in North America, Earope and Asia, And lofty Habakkuk finds room, else, Thoogh most are somewhat fa-|are in Brazil reduced to a few small species, While Zepbaniab, Haggai calls, miliar with descriptions of this vegetation, de-| not exceeding the size of the commen goat. Bapt Zechariah builds walls ; rived from books of apby travel, yot | The whole host of fur animals characterisi And Malachi, with ts rent, when one comes to live there, be is surprised at | northern regions are wanting, and the Concludes the ancient Testament. its extent and yy: Slated many varieties of skunks, = a iu a The life ond its of the Brazilians are| The closing poriion of the lecture was 

{ modified by the climate, ‘There are not four| to the subject of the monkey tr 
Be Wise to Win, distinct seasons, as with us ; but parpainal sum; | bound to express his Sonvist ions on 

mer reigns. There is more or of rain ; While regarding the monkey tribes as 
"Edward entered Yale College some thigty throughout the year, but no such special period | est of the TIACSPU wha, 

i His bome was in Virginia, of great Jnce as the climate of} te B 
other tropical regions, where a dry season | ion doi L's habit of re =) 

fupon a well known grave. 

upon Edward. From such a course, which 
would bave driven the young man to despere- 
tion, and bave proved bis certain ruin, bis 
brotber-in-law, the uncle of the boy withheld 
bim. 
“ Place Edward in my bands,” said be, * 1 

will manage the case, and with God's blessing, 
I will try to win him back again to doty.” 
Kindly be received the now deeply mortified 

and humbled boy. He made but little allusion 
to the painful events that bad lately occurred, 
but be talked of old times, and of former pleas- 
ures, He interested himself in the studies and 
recreations of Edward, snd sought to awaken 
hopes of future success and bonor, They talked 
together, walked together and were rarely 
separated, Edward began to seem quite like 
bimself again. One even just before the 
time : of : taking their or the uncle 
uiet a temperance pledge upon the 
ble LP Edward's sig They pe ise to 
gether, apparently, with no definite direction in 
in their minds. but the uncle gradually drew 
bis young companion on until they reached the 
village church-yard. They sat down together 

It was just at the 
close of day. The sun bad gone down, but the 
clouds were still golden, The silence was up. 
broken, save by the low notes of the insects. 
“ Eighteen years ago, my boy,” said the 

Uncle, “ you bad a mother, and | bad a sister. 
She had been sick for many days, and we bad 
given up all bope of her recovery, She suf 
fered so much pain, that we had come te be re 
signed to her death, if it were God's will that 
she should be taken, but we earnestly prayed 
that she might once more enjoy her reasen. 
For days she bad been unconscious of the pres 
ence of ber friends, and uttered only the words 
of delirium. - About this time one evening, we 
were called suddenly into her sick room. The 
blessed light bad returned again 10 ber eyes 
She was as calm as ever in her life, and the 
old smile of love welcomed us as we drew pear 
her bed. She eall-d for her babe, and yeu, my 
boy, then an infant, was placed in her arms. 
Sach a prayer as she offercd for you only a 
devoted, dying mother could pour into the ear 
ot our Father in beaven. Then she placed you 
in the bands of your father, and then looking 
first at bim and then at me, she besought us 
both, as we loved her to watch over ber boy, 
and to be sure that he followed her 10 heaven. 
It was ber last act, and these were her last 
words. In a moment more, her body only was 
with us, ber spirit bad ascended.” 

Nothing fartber was said, Silently they sat 
above a mother's sleeping remains, their tears 
mingling with the evening dew, In the still 
night they walked without speaking, to the 
house, 
The next morning the Uncle found the Bible 

open the table, and the Pledge was signed, 
“ He that winneth souls is wise.” —Zion’s He: 
rald, 

BRAZINg 

Prolessor Agaseiz hasrecently, in Boston, given 
a series of lectures on the explorations be and 
bis associates bave made on the South American 
continent. Jo these he bas brought forth a 
larger amount of information on the geography, 
topography, and natural history of the country 

{ The temperature of the water of the Ama: 

{ little variation in this respect, In 
ot this evenness of te 

tants. : 
In speaking of the extraordinary profuse veg- 

etation of the valley. Professor Agassiz said it 
covered the whole surface of the land; and en. 
croached upen the mater. Indeed, the quantity 
of water plants is a8 remarkable ae that of ter- 
restrial plants, The density of the land vegeta 
tion is so great that the i means of traver 
sing ths country is by the water courses, and 
waen the traveller leaves these, he must cut 
bis way with the axe; so that, however civili. 
zation may extend bere, there can never be an 
extensive land communication, on account of 
the great expenditure which would be required 
for bridges, There is a pesuliar charm in these 

a hollow log and are arched with foliage. In 
other localities they have sufficient widch for 
the passage of ships. These streams so intersect 
one another that it is often difficult for the 
voyager to determine whether he is sailing in 

direct course in which the water finds its way ; 
but it takes innumerable channels, sometimes 
at right angles with each other and all contain- 
ing an astonishing number of islands. The 
presence of islands in the Amazon makes it im- 
possible to see across the whole breadth of the 
stream ; and even if there were no. islands, the 
great width of the stream would prevent a view 
irom shore to shore, Not till the traveller 
above the Rio Negro, twelve hundred miles 
from the ocean, can he see both sides of the 
river from the same point, 
Words are wanting to express the variety, 

beauty and combioations of this vegetation. 
One of its most striking characteristics is its 
heterogeneity’ There are not simply a few 
kinds found together, presenting sameness and 
morolony, as at the north, On the contrary, 
there are hardly ever two plants of the same 
species, found side by side. The trees do net 
stand alone, in open but are clothed 
and interlaced with vines, creepers and parasites, 
bard to penetrate. This character of the ves 
getation extends over the whole basin, la the 
lakes the aquatic plants grow so thickly that the 
traveller threading his way among them with a 
boat sails for wiles without seeing either water 
or earth, Nothing, #aid the professor, is to be 
compared to this view, especially when the 
water is covered for many miles by that mag- 
nificent water lily, the Victoria ia, with its 
splendid whiteness. - On these plant covered 
water flocks of birds heighten the variety of 
the scene’ Btorks, berons, and other fowl run 
over them as if upon dry land. 

Professor Agassiz exhibited some of the 
smaller leaves and fruit stalks of the palm, to 
give an idea of the immense growth to which 
they attain, and of their remarkable fecundity, 
The leaves of some species were so large that 
he bad seen two men sitting in the oa of ope 
of them, Some of those leaves measure thirty 
to forty feet in length, and ten to fifteen in 
widih ; and even when dry one of them was a 
heavy load for one man to drag, 

Professor Agassiz gives a most glowing ac- 
coupt of the birds of Brazil. He said: 

“ One of the glories of South America was 
the fawily of humming birds. They are lound 
aot only in the low lands, bat ip all the valleys 
of the Andes, in bundreds of varieties. It is 
quite remarkable, the lecturer observed, that 
there are no bomming birds on earth, except 

also a peculiarity of the birds of brilliant plum- 
age, that those having the most brilliant colors 
are the least remarkable in their song. 

With reference to the mammalia, the localiza- 
tion of the different Spoies was still more 
striking. The lecturer described several fami. 
lies of aquatic mammalia found in Brasil, both 
Np and ST mRw-~—7he tapir and 
the peccary being the only genera of the Jat- 
ter, hk apn. evide be said, that the 
rhinoceros, the elephant and the megatberium, 
(the latter a genus of itsell,) once bad repre: 
sentatives in 1his country ; and a Duteh natur 
alist bad discovered a larger number of extinet 
species of animals in Brazil than now exist 

|is also e'en, the ri being 84 ges, | lt Sp Ag Other streams show 88 places for Oh 
mperature, there is a feel | the inn. i b 

ling of comfort most agreeable to the inhabi- Drie Tin Ree. #) 

a branch or in the main channel © There is no! 

those found on the Ameritan continent, It is| 
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Prayer in a Bar-room. 

tian éffort. Since, at the birth 
of the Saviour, there was no room for Him in 

bt wise to pass them 
by i pod. Bout they ought nos 

A colporter in Minnesota, visiting a low grog- 
go found a man stretched at full length on a 
neh, ‘sleeping off 

FE 

vo Hygon g fo fumes of ver oi 

| since hed ig dd } “spent hie toot 
| cent for strong drink, While there, the wife of 
the bar-keeper came in, and looked at his books, 
andl pprchased three. The ‘colporter began to 
converse with her about religion, and asked her 

11 wouldn't have it in my bopse.” ~~ © 
“ Do you not want to be saved ?” he asked. - 
“ The Bible won't save any one,'’ she said, 

_| “ We have the assurance that if we follow its water paths. In some places they are only wide In ) 
enough for the ied a boat roads Bo of | gmbain ve shalt Bu saved,” be vep lied. Ae 

ed his conversation she began to sofi- 
en, and figally sat down and listened attentively, 
He tried to persvade her to purchase a Bible § 
but failidg to do so, offered her a beautiful gils 
pocket Bible, the only one be had, on condition 
that she would read it. After some hesitation, 
she consented, - He then proposed, to read and 
ay with them. She readily consented, * Tak. 

ing the book from her," says, “1 read » 
tion of Matthew ; and then, kneeling in the 

ith of that bar-room, breathing that whiskey. 
tainted atmosphere, I lifted my beart to God in’ 
earnest, ferven} supplication, offering my firs 
prayer in a saloon. I can never find more 
attentive listeners than the poor, debased ims 

B18! nates of that house. ¢ Oy sir,’ said the woman 
as | arose from my knees, *1 wish you would 
come every day,’ The bartender gave an ex- 
veg yh As | retorned the org 
to her, 1 solemnly impressed u her the im- 
portance of keeping ber promise.” : 

Lawsuit about a Comma. 

Shortly after the eommencement ot the war 
of the Rebellion, some gentlemen in New York 
chartered a vessel lor carrying freight. In the 
articles of agreement this sentence occurred: 
“ The said vessel is to cany 2100 tore or more 
provided she does not draw over 15 feet of 
water.” Upon loading the ship it was found 
that when 1800 tons bad been received, she 
drew 15 feet of water, and the in, under 
'nstructions from the owner, refuse to take in 
any more. Upon this, the company who bad 
chartervd ber, refused to pay the price agreed 
upon, and a lawsuit for $14,000 followed, which 
is pow in progress’ If a comma bad been placed 
uf er'the word tons in the contract, the wean. 
ing would have been perfectly clear, showing 
that 2100 tons weie to be carried 1» any vase, 
and more, it the draft of the vessel would per. 
mit it with safety, As it now stands, the 
meaning is at least doubttul, and as both parties 
read it to suit their own interests, it will cost 
them many dollars and much treuble to have the 
matter setiled by the lawyers, 

- r wh 

Suaxing HanNDs,~ It is a very old fashioned 
way of indicating friendship. We read in the 
Book of books that Jebu said to Jehonadab, 
“ls thy beart right as my beart is with th 
heart? It it be, give me thine bapd.” And it 
is not merely an old-fashioned custom. It is 0 
natural one as well. 1¢ is the contact of sensi- 
tive and magnetic surfaces through which there 
is in somet og more than merely a figurative 
sense, an interchange of feeling, 

Causes oF DRUNKENNESS.— Of four men 
who were recently convicted at one of our 
police courts of drunkenness and disorderly 
condock on the Sabbath, the first pleaded that 
he bad been to & funeral ; the second that he 
had been to a wedding; and the two last, that 
they bad been to chrisienings. Fatbers, moth. 
ers, and teachers! Jabor tobreak down these 
ruinous dri customs, and let not another 
generation be blighted by them ! 

Allow me to say a word for myself. I have 
been using Mxs. WinsLow's SooTring Syrup 
in my family since first introduced in thi oy 

mation agNinee the Bere wid co 

Bre le 
| Deserving or Conripencx.— There is no 
article which se rich! 
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