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fHE CHRIS1IAN MESSENGER.

i Noveusen 23, 1867,
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British American Beok & Tract
Society.

The Executive Committee of the British
American Book apd Tract Bociety, doepI{
sensible of the great importsnce of the wor
committed to them, and ising the truth
that God’s blessing alone can make that work
successful and effectual in the salvation of
souls, do therefore Resolve ;:—

Thas God’s pecple throughout our land be
requested to offer up earnest prayer io bebslf
of the Society, in public and private on Sab-
*bath, Dee. 1st,~that Divine guidance may be
granted in all its counsels and operations, that
the Holy Spirit mey be poured out ob its
officers and Jaborers, and that ibe truth dis.
seminated snd the efforts pat forth may be ac-
companied with saving influences,

Signed on bebalf of the Executive Commit-
tee,

M. B, Almoo, President.

F. Almon,

R. Murray, Publication
J. McMurray, { Committee.
J. E. Goueher, '

Pastors are respectinily requested to read
the above to their coogregations and give it
s place in the devotjonal exercises of the
day.

Christion Tilessenger.
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Day of Prayer,

The first Thureday in December has for
several years past been observed by the
Baptist Churches of these Provinces as a
Day ot Special Prayer for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, At the last session of the
Convention the same observance was again
recommended, and we doubt not it will be
adopted and acted upon, It it be, we believe
the united petitions of thore who pray for
Zicn will be besrd, snd the blessing will
descend, specially on thcm, and generally on
all. The emall additions to the ehurches, the
erying necessity for ministerial labor, and the
prevalence of error apd formalism, present
topics for very serious reflection, It is only
by Divioe interposition and gracious visita-
tion that we may look for satistactory resclts
in the salvation of souls, Let there be a
readiness to come before God and comply
with the ccnditions, and the blessing will
assuredly come,

Thureday the 18.b inst.,—the public Day
of Thanksgiviog for temporel blessing—may
very properly be made a precursor of the
Day of Prayer, oo the following Thursday,
for epiritual bleseings on the churches,

Educational Maltters.

Money invested in education brings large
returns. Ofen larger than the same amount
¢wployed in apy otber maoner. The true
economy is becoming more highly appreciated
them it was formerly., It is uuloriunate
that thcre are still some in almost every dis-
trict, who have pot yet lesined this. They
have pot arrived at the stage of ealighten-
ment to distinguish the clements of real
value in » commupity, Their wanot of appre-
cistion of the blessinge of education deprives
their children, more or less, of these true
rigbes. Altbough sbundavt provision is now
wade for all, snd education is placed within the
reach of all, these persons waanitest little cou-
cern in this matter, and if they have chil-
diren of their own, are careless about their
regularit{\ of attendance or the progress they
myke, The consequence is, the averige at-
tendance at the school is lower thaa it might
be, and thereby the smouut received from the
Provingg in the Bection is proportivoally
diminished, snd their ability to obtain ths
services of good teachers is also diminished.

The sdmirible arrangemcnts in our present
School Law prcvide, that, only work per.
formed sball Le paid for, so thas the provin-
cial funds are not sppropriated as & sort of
premium oo the indiffcrence of the
lormerly, but es » reward for regularity of

attendance and lor efficiency in the imstruc-

tion given,

The cfforts of a good teacher in visiting
parents, looking alter the absent children,
sud encouraging the poor and weak jambs ol
the floek, Mmprove the altendance, sud are
rexlly of as wuch bepefit 10 the section as

lubor performed in the Behoul-room,

The machinery of the Bebool Luw demands  Echool
contipgel setivity and perservance in e

vaiious agents—1tcachers, (rustees, inspecior
and r ot,

1t i bighty gratitying to learn from time
. ! iog effected in the
proviuce lor givieg the
best possible fugilities lor the education of the

to time that so much e
various paris of the

people as

ture are appesring everywhere, Halifax, for
several years past, has behind several of
our larger towns sod villages in its school
equipments, Since, however, Free Bchools
bave been provided, and better arrangements
made, the vumber attending the schools has
greatly increased ; and we presume the regu-
Isrity in their attendance, which was formerly
very defeetive, is improved, el

The vew School in Bruvswick Btreet is
pow in full operstion and although there are
spwards of 500 pupils in the several deparl-
ments, yet a large number of names are on the
books as applicants to be received as soon as
vacapcies occur, We spent » fow minutes
in this school a week or two since, and were
much plesred with the busy scene presented.
The staff of teaghers consists of Messrs
Parcons and Dakin, and Misses Layton,
Barpaby, Bhiels, Bepnet, Sterns, and Ryan.
it bes been found necessary to get lnrthor'
asccommodstion, and we understand that the
basement of the Methodist Church has been
hired for this purpose,

It all the youth of our city were enjoying
equal advantages to those attending that ex-
cellent school, we might anticipate the most
satisfactory results, '

New Brunswick is erying out for a Bobool
Law, similar to ours. The following from
the 8t, Jobn Religious Intelligencey under the
caption * Required——a new Behool Law *’ will
shew bow oar neighbours look acroes the Bay
and admire this one of our inetitutions, Their
present law is very much like ours was for-
merly :

What the Province mow wants is a Bchool Law
ewbracing compulsory assessment for (he part
raised by the people ; FREE ScrooLs through-
out the Provioce, with Graded Schools in all
localities admitting them,

What the people of this Province now most
seed and must have, s FREE BCcROOLS. We,
of course, would make the part to be raised by
the people as light as the finances of the Province
will admit ; but we would not suppert the schoals
wholly by indirect means, The people should bave
a direct moweyed interest in their support, which
would give them a greater care in their mansge-
ment. .
We shall look for action in this matter
during the first session of our logal legis
lature, No doubt the Government will turn
its attention to this subject, and be prepared
with a measure equal to the present necessi.
ty. It is npct our imtemtion &t jresest to
discuss the details of the required Bebool Billj
but we shall not be satisfied with anything less
than Compulsory Assessment snd Free Schools.
All will admit that the native talent of the Pro-
vince is quite equal to that of any other part of
Her Majesty’s dominions, and that we bave the
means 1o support a sufficient number of schools
and institutions to educate thoroughly the child-
ren of the Proviace. Why then should we any
longer continue & system which, while we are
spending a sufficient amouwnt—or nearly so—to
educate all, yet not more than balf ibe children
in the cowntry are recei.ing an education ¥ The
Scheol Laws of this Province remind us of the
old method of const)acting roads and bridges.
The roads were carried .over the higbest bills
‘and through the deepest valleys, while the mone
then grapied, if judiciously and wisely expend.
ed, would have built them on an almost perfect
plain. A similar remark might be made with
regard to the unwise and expensive wmethod of
constructing bridges. The same amount now
expended wili build bridges lasting, in some cases
five and six timees as long as thoee built in lor
mer times, 50,10 a very great extent, it is with
our present school systew; we pay uearly epough,
with @ proper school law, to educate all ; yot we
come far short of that result.

We do not wish, for a moment, to cheapen
our school system by a reduction of teachers’
salaries ; on the contrary, we would 1ather wish
to see them raised. Bus while we would pay
ieachers well for their labors—for cerisinly
none are more deserving than the faithiul, com
petent tea: ber—they sbould bave plenty to do;
thus givinglbew an opporiunity, to earn their
money. Give us a school sysiem (Len, whigh,
iustead o' keeping teachers jn a sleepy, lifcless

people. hn;irovid School-houses and furni-| our columns as & fhﬁAof N. 8. politioul his-

object, cannot separate without making known

tory. Our doing so will not be taken aran
endorsement, or otherwise; of the sentiments
it contains ! s

At a meeting of the Members of the House of
Assembly, in the A Room, in the Prov-
incial Building at Halifaz, on the 7th day of
+ November, 1867, the following DECLARATION
was unanimeusly agreed to and ordered to be
ublished =~ . . : '
e, the ¢ ntatives of Nova Scotia bav-
ing assembled for the purpose of constructing
an  Administration, and bavipg eflected that

to our constituents our vonanimous and vpaltera-
ble determination to vse every lawinl and con.
stitutional means to extricate the Province from
the operation of the BriTisn NorTH AMERICA
Act, the passage of which, in the Imperial Leg-
islature, was obtasined by falsehocd, fraud and
deception.

We shall take the earliest opportunity of in-
forming the Queen and her Parliament that the
people of Nova Bcotia were systematicslly and
perseveringly prevented from expressing their
will of Confederation wvotil after the Imperial
statute was on the subject enacted, and we
rball respectfully insist that the Act is invalid
#¢ to this Province, because it subjects her
people, without their consent and against their|
will, to & Legislature on which it assomes to
confer a power of taxation which the Imperial
Parliameni itself _does not constitutionally

We sball, in the name and on bebalf of the
people, firmly reject Confederation, and enter-
tain no spprebension that the Imperial autbhori~
ties will attemps, or even desire, to. ceerce the
loyal people of Nova Bcotia into a  political
alliance 1o which they have manifested an in~
vincible repugnance.

We bave observed with indignation the insult
offered to the people, by the ex Lieutenant
Governor, Sir W} F. Willisme, with a Council
who never possessed the confidence of the people
whose policy was empbatically condemned at the
recent elections, whose enforced resignstions had
been tendered, and were simply bolding office
until the nomination of their successors, in having
azetted a nuomber of appointments to the Leg-
ielative Council, as the pret: nded testamentary,
or posthumous work, of a former defunct Ad-
ministration. This extraordinary step must have
been taken under the authority of the Canadiap
Execulive, a8 the moribund Adwmioistration of
Nova Scotia would not bave dared, on their cwn
responsibility, to perpetrate such an outrage on
the rights of the people. We consider these ir~
regular and insulting appointments an act ol
tiunny, and an earnest of the kind of respeet
that would be paid tothe wishes and feelings of
Nova Beotia, were they weak evough to sufier
themselves 10 be defrauded of their constitutional
rights, forced into an unjust Confederation, snd
subjected to the oligarchial despotism of an ir-
responsible Executive Couneil 1n Capada.
t is our desire that the new Administration
sball immediately commonicate to the Imperial
suthorities, the facts and details of their offen-
sive pruceeding, and respect fully demand its re.
versal, and the dismiicsal from the Council of
men who bave obviously been selected for the
express purpose of obsiiucting the People's
House i their efforts to reject Confederation, by
creating discord between the upper and Lower
Branchbes of the Legislature,
We in no way impeach the prudence or pa-
triotism of the members elect in baving resolv
ed to aitend in the Dominion Parliament ; but
while we have confidence that they will not
designedly compromise the rights ot the people
of Nova Beotia, we nevertheless feel bound 10
proiest against their acceptance of their seats,
or any action they may take, in that Legislaiure,
being in any mauner construed inio 4n acquies-
eence, on the part of this Provioce, in the obli
gatory force of the Brivisa NonTH AMERICA
ACT, as 1egards the righis of the people,
Io cenclusion we recommend the Executive
Council 10 advise an early wmeeting of the
Legislatyre, in order that no time may be lost in
disposing of Confederation, and restoring the
constitution of the Province to its former effici-
ency.
By order of the meeting,
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Musical.

The New York Musical Gazgette—one of

mood over some 1en or twelve putiu,mey shall
bave trom rwemty to thigty, thereby giving hile
and animation to their work., We repeat, give
our teachers plenty to do, and pay them well for
ihewr lubor,
We rejoice that this Province is to be sccom-
modated so extensively by the “iron bhorse ;" that
wines and minerals are Iast becoming & sourge
ol prefic to the Provinee jthat, in a word, we
bave every where signs of progress dnd prosper-
wy, But notwithsianding all these, a lar grest-
er blessing would bave been conferred upon the
people of this Province bad there been prepared
aod intioduced, say twenty years ago, a good
school s)siem based on direct ssscssment and lree
schools.
We bope that vot only will the memhers of
the Legislature take this matter up in earnest,
but that they will be * backed up' by hoth press
and ple ; s0 that ere we will bave »
ol Law, by the aid of which we will be found
waking qual, it Bot suy erior pqogrm. scholas
tically, 1o that of any of the neig
or Frovioess.

Al

published -~ withous
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boring Biates

\_ The following document appesred first in
umbi'm ”:"ou'b it was
oatores, yeot it is

the most progressive of the mausical periodi-
eals, and ap authority des rving of considesa-
tion, gives & very deeided opinion against the
mode of condueting the singing in ehurches
which hes 20 much prevailed of late in the
United Btates, It says:

*In one respect we have made an * advance
backwarde’ during the past few years. Bo much
attention ie being paid to private ins'ruction that
theire is danger of lssingright of that which is
really the most valgable charaeteristic of music—
ie social narore, The inwroduction ' of 1angy
quartetie choirs, waking the congrevgation lis en~
¢rs instead of singers, has the same effest. Now
this tendency is & very ipjurions one, and i
should speedily be averted. To this end there
showld be a general reviving of our old riend the
Biuging Bchool, Churcles should intercet them-
selves (o sce that their young people bave oppor-
tunicies lor the practice of wmusi¢ socially "

*This important cause cannot be expected to
prosper vouil inflaential prople, who are noi es-
m;ll) musical,show more interesi in i, The

ing men in & church are apt 10 suppose (hat
this matter will take care of isull, thay if the
young people want a Binging Behool they will
raise one.  Thie Is pot sutliciens, Neither is it

regerded as goouine, We give it & place in

dollars to the fund when

enough to merely be willing 10 gontribaie theip
- 3 ¥he m&m s & deliciency,

Something is wanted bepides dollars. Bympatby

ny is wanted. An ap ation of the necessity of
the work is wanied, so that if the singers them.

selves become indifierent and neglectful of their
own improvement, the ministers and otber lead.
men of scciety shall take bold and say * This
thing must pot go by default ; singing schools and
i‘,glng M{dﬁ murl be maintained, for the good
the people and of the church”

It is pleasing to find firet claes musicians
returning to more correct views in relation to
cburch music. In all our congregations we
want more singing, All the people should join
heartily with the choir or the organ or both
a8 the caze may be, It is folly to say they
cannot, We koow they ean, and they will if
proper prelimioary steps are taken, to enable
them to * sing with the spirit and with the
understanding.’ ,
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Ritualistic Follies.

Jordan water is highly esteemed by certain
ecclesiastics for chureh purposes, but a greater
absurdity than that is said to have been récently
perpetrated in London, The following notice
of 1t is from one of our exchanges ;

Sacrep Comrx AND GrAres.—The Pan-
Anglican SBynod has capped the climax of ss folly
by an act that calls for the ridicule of all sensible
men, In order toadd solemnity totheir commuo-
nion serviee, the bread was made of Bethiebhem
corn, and the wine from Jervhalem grapes! We
are pot aware that any peculiar sacredness at-
taches to the cotn and grapes of Palestine ; and
yet this is the only inference to be drawn from the
action of the Bishops, What right bave English
Christiane ro sneer at the * eacred cow ™ of the
Iiindoo;, if their own bishops display soch folly
as this 7"

Y.M. C. A. Lzorvres ar TEmpERANCE
Havr,—The first Leoture of the Fifteenth
Course before the Young Men's Christian
Association will be delivered (D, V.) on
Tuesday evening next, Nov, 26ih, at Tempe-
rance Hall, by the Rev.' Dr, Cramp. BSub-
jeet, *¢ Hilty years ngo, Reminiscences and
Cootrasts,”

Chair to be taken at Eight o'clock,

SBeason Tickets are ready, price to Members
25 cents, non-Members 80 cents,

NEWS SUMMARY.,

Among the matters of chief moment,
which occupy the attention of the Parlia-
ment of the New Dominion, now in- session
at Ottawa, are two, which although probably

nevertheless deeerving of special notice,—
The one is the Great Intercolonial Railway
between Halifax and Quebes, and which under
the Imperial Act of Union requires to be
commenoced without delay, It bas indeed
been slready begun on this Kastern end, and
the work is mow progressing on the Nova
Becotia and New Brunswick part of the line.
The question is yet to be decided by the
General Goveroment, under the sanetior of
Parliament, what is to be the exact location
of the live frow its peint of junetion with
the Bt. Jobn and Bhediae Railroad, until it
reaches the Quebec line on 1h2 souihern mde
of the Bt, Lawrence ~ The choice lies between
what is called the centre route, up the valley
ot the Bt. Jobn River, and the northern or
what is usually cslled Major Robinson's line,
The first of them is, we believe, considerably
the shortest, and wiil better ageommodate the
southern parts of New Bruoswick, but it
would bring the roed in ceriain purts, mueh:
nearer to the borders of the Btate of Maine,
and leave the route mueh wore expesed to
interruption - under ocertain  contingencies,
The northern line would of course be much
more acceptable to the towns andgeitlements
on the Gall shores and on the Bay of Uha-
leur, Lt appears also thut ihe iy of Que-
bee is most feworable to this line, lo a
military poiot of view it is no doubt clearly
prelevable, The govermment will no doubt
exercise their best judgment gnd deeide
accordingly, The other mauer to which wo
releryed, 18 oue that deeply ecomeerns ihe
juture of the New Dowmiusion, numely, the
udmission of Nuw Colonics and Jerritories
into the general Coulederation, @ It 1a said
thut both Newloundisnd aud Prinee Hiwasrd
Lsland are graduaily becoming recongiled
to the Union, Both British Columbia
sod the Red River settioment on lake
Winnipeg, are, it appears, desirous of joining
the new Governwens, The ehiet d.fliculty at
resent lies .in 1he monopoly cujoyed by the
reat Hudson's Bay Fur Gompany, who wre
proprietors under Huoglish gewuis of loug
standing, of the wvast terciiories, call
Ruperts Lind, extending wesiward  from
Liske Buperior o the Rooky Moupwios, und
nosthward 10 the trosen occan, Lo thie huge
area of thoussuds of pquare miles, are cou-
tained the growing secticment of Red Hiver,
and the grest and lertile valley of the
Baskothewah River at present totally upiv-
bubited, except by & few iribes of wander-
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