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The Influence of Modern Heresies 
on our own Denomination. 

BY THR REV, J. GREGSON, OF AGRA. 

Read at a meeting of ministers at Bootle, Lanca- 
shire, on the 4th March, 1867, 

( Concluded.) 

IL. We proceed, secondly, to consider ano- 
ther direotion in which our denomination ap- 
pears to me somewhat changed—namely, that 
of i 

Rrruavisu, 

Perhaps I am soaroely justified in using so 
formidable a termy as a heading for the re. 
marks I am about to make, e ritualism 
at present among ourselves is unpreten. 
ding and harmless, and is entirely free’ from 
that (tle assumption and symbolism, which 
constitute its most objectionable and hurttul 
features in some other communities. Still I 
know of no other term which would so fit. 
ti in our places and 
modes or accessories of wo of which I 
bave to speak. Those changes, 80 far as they 
have gone, may not be very serious or impor. 
tant; but they do indicate a considerable 
change of thought and feeling in our body, 4nd 
MAY only be introductory to others. 
changes are in some quarters talked of and 
advocated ; and those that have already taken 
place would have been sufficient to aston ish 
and alarm some of our forefathers. 
The circumstances which our Nonconfor. 

mist ancestors ocoupied were not favourable 

Thay had fo ght a Rare. baie gsi iy had to fight a | a 
glasatle system of error, olothed in a gorgeous 
and imposing ritual” Their batred of this 
systom was comprehensive and intense, em. 
bracing it as a whole, and extending to every 
detail. Everything ptisieg to it was to 
them intolerable ; and henee it ma bave 
pened that some forms or accessories dt wor- 
ship were regarded with suspicious 'disappro- 
val, not on the ground of their real merit, 
but simply because found in connzotion with 
a system so hurtful and erroneous. In addi. 
tion to this they were persecuted, were for. 
bidden the ablle worship of God, ‘and their 
servioes had to be conducted by stealth, in 
barns, secluded nooks, aud lonely forests, 
Even here they were liable to pursuit; and, 
in owse of detection, to fines; imprisonment, 
or death. These circumstances furnished 
them with little opportunity, .and leit them 
with no heart to consult the outward conve. 
viences of Divioe worship. To be able to 
unite at all in the public exerciscs of roligion 
waa to them the grand object ot desire; and; 
baviog this they thought aud cared for noth. 
ing else. The spirit of worship was indeed 
theirs ; and this so animated and absorbed 
them that they neither sought or desired ex. 
teroal wid or adornments. Ouly too bappy 
to be able to worship anywhere, or anyhow, 

rose above the Soa of outward form, 
poured forth the gushing fulness of their 

hearts in spontaneous and unfettered freedom. 
Binoe then changes have taken ‘place. 
The disabilities under which our forefathers 
suffered have been removed, and at the pres. | 
cot day we have the fullest liberty of wor- 

ow look ot the changes in our religious 

voy balding ily meer Samo y w t 
he. The question - when a pew od 

worship is required, too often appears to 
be, not how shall we obtain a good substan. 
tis building, best suited for our own method 
of conducting the publie worship of God, but 

2 mle dr ag 
tation or ha Lito cn perody of some fine old 
ecclesiastical structure, 

ox with reference to the old 
methods of worship, and ps have been made to repder them more aud atirao- 

‘attendance upon Divine worship is re- 
asa 

| $y of deepest p 1 14 sitiad bo Hokies nd and 

effort, or self-denyiog ex- | and 
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that no effort shou 
alleviate their sufferings. Now, is there not 

cate a diminished interest in Divine truth, and 
a deteriorated piety ? ‘os 
We do not hold up our forefathers as mod. 

els of perfection, nor would we resist ap 
change simply on the grounds of its being a 
departure from their rove) on - If we oan 
construct places of worship better fitted for. 
their high intent, or discover forms or acces- 
sories of worship which shall give more nat- 
ural and truthful expression to our religions 
feelings or aid us to holier pe more familiar 
intercourse with God, by all means let us do 
so. Bat when we seek to preserve and en- 
large our influence by external attractions and 
meretricious aids, we demean ourselves—we 
enter upon a competition in which wo are sure 
to fail—we expose ourselves to the sneers and 
contempt of the upright and thoughtful, and 
lose far more in self-respect and moral power 
than we can possibly g n by the accession of 
half-hearted atid worldly adherents, | 

IIL. —Thirdly, I fear there may be detected 
in our body indications of increased 

WonLbrINmss, 
There can, we think, be little doubt that 

ristian to lead a lite of simple 
The spirit of elevated piety and fervid devo. 
tion requires for its development and mainte~ 
nance much of calm and solitary com- 
muning with God, The increasing bustle snd 
exoitement of life render their attainment a 
dificult and painful offort: Iu this ‘respect 
the position of our fathers waa greatly diffe. 
rent from our own, Their distractions were 
fewer—the demands upon their time less di-| 
versified and absorbing, Li is acknowledged 
h all bands that in business, competition is 
is excessive, requiring undivided snd ceaseless 
attention, ex 
not uofrequently presenting strong temptation 
to the oi of dishonourable expedients, 
The ever rapid progress in art, science, lite- rature avd amusements—the tendency tof 1° Our Christian families the samo amount of 
adapt them to all classes and bring them with. 
in reach of the poorest—has transformed the 
face of society. ’ 

The slightest glance must. be wuflicient to 
show that thése circumstances involve no little 
peril to the piety of the Church. Ogr mul. 
tiplied engagements leave us less time for re. 
ligious exercises, 

I do not deny that in some respeots as a re. 
ligious body, we have advanced, lg numbers, 
respectability and influence, we are more pow. 
erful than ever; the spirit of liberality ap- 
pears to me to have increased, aud perhaps 
we never had wore of general philanthropy. 

Here, may be included tho increased efforts 
to bring religious truth to bear uponall class. 
es, and especially the new and varied efforts 
(0 reach the irreligious among thé working 
‘and poorer classes, Lge, some ot those el. 
forts may be open to oriticiem and censure, 
Going beyond the pale of our own, sad all { 
denominations, 1 am disposed to think thet, 
throughout the population generally, there is 
lees hostility, and perhaps some little increas: ed regard for religion. [tf the Church has 
lost something of its spirituality and fervour, 
the world also bas lost something of ita hos 
tility to religion, sod seems more willing to 
admit tht the Soriptures are not to be wholly 
sud indiscriminately ie. 

Bat, whilst freely admitting all this, it still appears to me that there has been in our bod 
somo loss of, deep Wighe tone and feeling ; that we have become less spiritual and more 
worldly. I can scarcely avoid the conviction that there bas been somo diminution in the 
warm attachment to evangeliosl truth in ear. 
nest believing prayerfulnees, in the firm con. 
viotion of the minute, the lo and ever. 
watchful providence of God. I fear that we have lost something. of that ‘elevated piety 
which ever realizes the Divine and 
which finds in the possession of the Saviour's 
love a value, before which the treasures snd 
enjoyments of earth pale into listleness and 
ie ay piety which realizes the greatness of things unseen, and the, | of those scon—whioh makes the interest and charm of 
life consist, mainly, in its relation to Grod, ond to eternity-—whioh fortifies the mine against the allurements and cares of oarth eontrols ad regulates all the notions of Wha eater upon it are wor- | jife, 

reason to fear that much of this 9A GL (nc 

J | more easy ; and to relax their 

every year it becomes a more difficult task for || 
the fA godliness, | 

ng to anxious solicitude, and- 

y | England was » year old, he was to 

wind | God's law! * 
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Still, one; or. two considerations may show 
they are not, wholly: without, foundation, 

er the standard of chuceh member- 
Ps to make adnission ry fellowship 

pline? In 
. oy Sag oubonaig not p_— diminished 

terest in. prayer-m isnd increasing 
diffioulty in getting anything like a .godd at. 
tendance at them ? Have not many ministers 
to complain of the little interest manifested 
by the members in the business of the Chareh 

Of the difficulty of getting an. attendance 

in, is there oh CY _—— an the LN of 
generally read in our religious families; 

fe they not frequently of a questionable 
hurtful character y Is a not less 

for solid and instructive religious reading 
and 8 yearning after novels and exciting 

ka.? Has not our religious literature orea- 
ted, oF at lenst y fostered, a craving for 
exgitement, until its suvosss is found to be 

My dependent upon the amount of fition 
Smusemont it farnishes 7 We can many 
i remember the time when fiction of any 

0d was soarcely known us, and when 
a religious novel would Romy Sim regarded 

’ gruity and a Now, is it 
upe ledge i ron pr 

Feligi wiedge, and employed to set forth the doctrines and precepts ot Chris. 
ix n i sd vy fag MAY 80w 
u eir koow of the Bible ¢ h 

the sid of novels, aol . the meaning of 
beatitudes and ten commandments be learnt 
from fictitions tales, ' 
We may ask; Is-thero no tendency to meg. 

X 

_
—
 

rer wr ™ Is r pine serous 
| religious an table 

as formerly ; and sve stated seasons Be tales 
and prayer as frequent as they used to be 
among our ministers and fathers? Is there 

religious instruction and discipline? Is fam. 
ily prayer attended to with the same regular. 
ity and frequency ; and, in some instances, 
have not forms of worship been substituted 
tor the warm expressions of the hear!? © Are 
not our social gatherings, in many canes more 
frivolous, aud less frequently closed with 
prayer? Has bot the love of worldly pleas- 
ure increased, aud is there net iv some eases a 
laxity io regard to publie pleces of amuse. 
ment that, at one time, would have been 
considered ms quite incorupatible with a 
Obristian prolession 7° Tliese are grave ques. 
tions ; buc ought they not to be asked ? 

—— 

The Prince of Wales's Chair. 

The Divine promise, ** Them that honor me 

erienge of individuals in the present day, as 
it was in the times of Kl ad his sons, to 
whom it was first spoken, 
The writer of the following interesting 

narrative was a cabioet-maker, and came to 
Loodon to finish learning bis trade. We 
give the narrative in his own words ; 

*“ I wag fortunate to obtain admission to 
to the firm of Mossrs, » upholsterers 
and eabinet-makers to her Majesty, and belp- 
ed to make the Queen's furniture whem she 
was married. When the heir to the throne of 

go with 
the Queen to open Parliament, A beautiful 
obair was wade in the shop ; but though we 
all worked hard, it was far from finished when 
Saturday night came, Parliament was to be 
opened at one o'clock on Monday, . What was 
to be done ?—finished it had to be. At tes- 
time we held a consultation, and all the 
Scotohmen and lade agreed not to lift a tool 
vext day. ¢ We have been taught by our 

0 } 

“" 

paseeie to houor the Sabbath day and keep is 
ly, and we cannot break it.’ 

The Eoglish workmen ssid, * If you do 
not work, the chair will not be finished ; it is 
a work of necessity.’ : bo 

* * We will not quarrel with you, said o 
e tall noble-lookiog man fiom the Highlands, 
* but our consciences will not allow us to break 

bat 
In = churches, has there been no tenden- | time. 
fi w 

leot week-evening meetings for worship, and | tralia. 

I will honor,” is as traly fulfilled in the ex. |5° 

.y WHOLR SERIES. 
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pay-time came, * I suppose you know you must 
ll go to work to-morrow. . I am very sorry 
for it but necessity: knows no law ; if you do 
not, the Prinoe’s chair cannot be finished io 

* The Eoglish workmen said, as it was a 
work of mecessity, they were willing to do so. 
We were asked what we intended to do. 
The same man who spoke before now stepped 
forward, and said, + Bir we are very sorry, 
but it is quite impossible for us to work to. 
morrow, ‘Some of us haye wives and children 
depending upon us for bread, but we have been 
ny to reverence the Sabbath ; wé cannot 
break it now.” ‘We do not say that we are 
better than others—only we think it right.— 
oP go will allow us, we will strip our coats 
and commence hbw, and continue until twelve 
to- night, and’ td-morrow night at twelve we 
will readme work.” This was said firmly, but 
or snd for a few minutes, there was 

ence, 
“cannot acoept your terms,’ said our 

superior, *s0 1'discharge you ; you will get no 
more work here,’ 

wi well ; we are willing to go” So 
wo to and went out ; but we had goarocely 
reached the street when we were reoslled, and 
allowed to go on with the work on our own 
terms, : i 

“ The throne was finished just in time, acd’ 
when our Queen sat with her son bee 
side ber, yunded by her Pecrs, she little 
thou t that she, who rules an empire on’ 
which the sun dever sets, had those in ber 
dontinion who had refused to work for her on 
rr yo ot Sooteh subjects did nos 
love her lees thin hier, warm-hearted Euglish 
ones,” a 
Two of there afterwards emigrated to Aus- 
"Tho one who had stood forth 

as the Babbath' champion rapidly pros. 
pered, and in a few years ranked as oue of 
the pv gn and. wealthy farmers in 
the cclony. The other the writer of this nar 
rative, was likewise blessed of God and be. 
came the owner of an extensive upholstery 
establishment. 

‘* Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.” * Trust in the Lord and do good, 
and verily thou shalt be fed.” —Cottager and 
Artizan, + 

— 

A true Lady. 

I was once walking a short distance behind 
a very handsomely Seiaed young girl, and 
thinking, as 1 looked at her beautiful clothes, 
“1 wonder if she takes half as much pains 
with her heart as’ she does with ber y 
A poor old man was coming up the walk, 

with a loaded wheelbarrow, and just before he 
reached us, he made two attempts to go into 
the yard of a small house ; bat the gate was 
heavy, snd would swing back before he could 

“Waite” said uli l, springi “ Wait,” said ‘the young’ girl, prin 
lightly forward, « I'll hold Ne gate ah x. 
And sho held the gate uatil he passed in, and 
received his thanks with a pleasant smile, as 
she went on, 

*‘She deserves to have beautiful clothes,” 
[ thought, ** for a beautiful spirit dwells in 
ber breast.” — Little Corporal. 

“Replete with every Convenience,” 

The jaliaving le an exact copy of a doou. 
ment found in’ the oell of a pr who has just been discharged from the Bash City Pri. 
son, after $1re0 months’ imprisonment for fel. 
ony : == To be let, Ready Furnished, a very soug apartment in the Bath City Hotel, Twer- 
ton, o above Hotel is replete with every, 
oon venience, and is situate on the rise of a 
lovely Lill op the left of the Lower Bristol 
Road, within ten minutes of fhe Station, from 
which a Royal Bus will convey you. The 
Hotel bas a beautiful view of Lansdown, Bea- 
con Hill, Beechen Oliff, with the whole of the 
oity of Bath like s I"anorams. The rustic 
village and Mills of Twerton is within ten 
misutes’ walk, snd the healthful and soul-in. 
#piring Combe Down, The M of the 

otel, or Goveroor, keeps it that respectable 
that bo one is admitted as a resident without 

“1 four. you will be paid off! said one on 

“ ‘Well my lads said the foreman, NE 

, special re on from the Mayor 
RT of ath, To Hoy o- bas » 

oloas Chapel, with a visiting ‘Chaplain, sad 
the responses are daily accompanied with 


