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'n (No. 7) 

In the year 1846 1 was undesigredly and un- 
expeciedly involved in & “controversy of long 
continvance. We had commenced a Mission in 
Burmah ; and it was obviously.incombest. on us 
to aid in farnishing translations of the Scrip- 
tares in Burmese and- Karen. Ag the: Baptist 
Missionaries in the East’ cotieciéntionsly trans- 
lated the word baptize by words signifying to 
immerse, the British and Foreign and the Ameri. 
can Bible Societies refused to grant any motiey— 
contributed by‘ Baptists as well as others— 
toward circulating the versions made by, them. 
Jt therefore devolved om the Baptists to raise the 
fonds requisite for this purpose : otherwise 
several nations among whom they had ‘Missions, 
sod in whose languages ne other versions 
existed, must remain destitute of the word. of 
God. Consequently & number: of us in: Amberst 
regarded it as our duty, (stating the ‘case with 
all kindness at a Meeting ‘of’ the Cumberland 
Branch Bible Society, and expressing our good- 

too was followed by me like as were the’ others. When be published ‘a series of bis letters in pamphlet form, 1 adopted the same course ; and purchased many copies of his, and. sold them 
with mine, that people might see both sides to. 

| gether, 
A singuldr event, in connection with  m 

learned opponent referred to Hebrew, Greek, 

when he made statements relative to Syriac, 1 
could reply only on the authority of others. 
This consideration induced me—like Greenfield 
ina case somewhat similar—to study the lan- 
guage.’ Owing to its near affinity to Hebrew, like that of Italian to Latin, the task was an 
easy jone. A sufficient knowledge of Syriac 
was speedily attained to enable mé¢ to trace and 
compare words in it, and, with the aid of a good 
‘Léxicon-—mine is that of Castell, edited by, 
Michpelis—to ascertain their meanings, and 
their several applications. The study was so 
interesting to me, that I pursued it, and perused 
‘the whole Bible in Syriac, with much pleasure, 
and a good degree of profit. to 
"It may be added bere, that a Jifik disputant 

perceiving the failure of the Jour th—adwitted 
by many of his friende—~cameé forward to the 
rescue; When, bowever, be bad read my reply 
to him, he prudently desisted from proceeding 
any further, : : . 
On the 18th day of June 1 attended the vill towurd it and all similar institutions,) to| College’ Exbibition’ in Wolfville, and presided; form a Society for the raising of funds to assist 

our brethren in giving’ thé sacred Scriptures tq 
the perishing heatben in Burmah and ofher 
Eastern countries. _ ; 
Bat on the 12th day of February an’ extra. 

ordivary Meeting of the Cumberland Branch 
Bible Society was held, in which men who had 
never contributed a penny. to the funds of that 
Society, took an active part in castigating us— 
and me especially, who bad done more’ for ie 
than all my opponents—ior now "giving our 
money to aid omr brethren. Several of the 
speakers expressed a wish, if they were incor- 
rect, to be corrected. When six men bad 
occupied about four hours, and the ''Jast Resolu- 
tion condemnatory of our pr oceedings bad been 
passed, I vespectfully requested permission to 
make a few remarks by way of explanation } 
but this was resolutely withstood by the speak- 
ers. Had fifteen minutes been allowed me to 
correct erroneous impressions, the matter might 
have rested there ; and a better understanding 
and more friendly state of feeling been secured 
It was suggestod by one of my agcusers, that I 
might have recourse to the press, or ¢all another 
meeting. The latter course was adopted, As 
that meeting, beld Feb, 18th, m ¥ opponents 
were invited to give any expls nations, or make 
ay remarks that they wished to offer. This 
was declined ; but notice was given that another 
meeting would be beld on the 26th, to be con- 
ducted as the former had been. As many 
incorrect statements were made ina session of 
Jie hours, with no opportunity to explain—a 
report went abroad that 1 cowid not reply—I 

f All was quite safistactory. ) 
At our Association in Bridgetown, in which 

my Brethren were pleased to appoint me 
Moderator, it was my privilege to hear the 
venerable ' Hatfis ‘Harding preach a good ser- 
mon, at the age of 85 years, There were also 
present our beloved fathers E, Manving, T. 8, 
Harding, T. Magee; and Joseph Dimock. The 
worthy Brother last named, though much indis. 
posed at the tithe, atfénded a Committee meet. 
ing on the evening of Tuesday, June 23rd, and 
took an active part in the transaction of the 
business. The next day, being very ill, he was 
conveyed to the residence of a sonin law and 
daughter living not far from Bridgetown, where 
he quietly waited for his release, and peacefully 
departed on Monday, June 29th, aged 78 years. 
Bro. Dimock was a remarkably kind-hearted 
man, universally esteemed as a devout and u 
right Christian, and “ a good minister of Jesus 
Christ.” He bad labered in the gospel ministry 
faithfully, zealously, and very successfully 
wards of 50 years. “The memory of the just is 
blessed.” 

At this Session of our Association it was pro 
posed to send another Missionary to labor with 
Bro. Burpe. It was soggestsd by me, that, in 
the event of ‘the permanent failure of Bro, 
Burpe’s bealth, if he were alone, our Mission in 
Burmah would be broken up. Many bave since 
regretted that the measure proposed was mot 
carried into effect. 

Rev, (now Dr.) J. M. Cramp met with 
and gave us a pleasing account of the Grand 
Ligne Mission, which excited a lively interest in 
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deemed it my indispeneable duty to publish an Ji. This bas been productive of happy effects, explanatory statement, 
Nove of my opponents seemed disposed to 

cater into the real merits of the case, or to 
Wempt to shew that the versions offensive to 
them were incorrect ; but threé of them pub- 
lsbed severe strictures on my communication, 
charging me. with migrepresentation,” and at 
least plainly insinuating that it was intentional. | 
Like all other men, T have always been liable to misunderstand, and consequently to misrepre- “ot undesignedly ; but 1 am. not conscious of 
baving ever, in any of my: debates, been guilty 
o intentional misrepresentation. ‘Tt is, in reality, 
Julsehood, which. is a degrading vice, and heinons 
So. My opponents, however, fuiled to adduce 
" instance in which «any. of their expressions 
bad been misrepresented even through mistake, One of them, after beillg prgently pressed to 
ecily a case, alleged that I had said a certain 
thing was Yexpressly denied,” which, though he 
%uld not pffirm, that, it was not denied virtually, be said, “ wap not"'—putting the ‘word in 
“pitals—v gx PRESSLY denied.” This evinced 
that the charge.of real misrepresentation could 
%F be extablished. Aware. of the Jjustness of 
UY cause, and the desirablenees of baving the Public mind disabused, 1 followed my assailants 
+. '4¢ papers in which they published, so far as 
thly way allowed ; and when it was not, in the ‘Christian Mossenger,’’ willing for them to Pablish in jt goo, ie 
Alter some time 4 ‘learned 46d" talesited dis- 

laieg  PPODeRta needed. amistance—be never 

especially by drawing attention to the French population in our own Province, and encourag- 
ing the hope of success in labors among them, 
now in some measure realized. 

After an extensive sgency tour in New Brupswick, I attended a Quarterly Meeting in 
Sackville, which was commenced September 
6th. An unbappy disagreement of long cen- 
tinuance among our pecple there, had done much, 
barm, At this Meeting, which was a traly de. lightful one, by the Divine blessing peace and 
amity were restored. 
Soon after this a Mission was fulfilled by. me 

on P, E Jsland. Much acceptable aid was 
afforded me by my esteemed Brother 8: T. 
Rand, then resident there. We assisted our 
Brethren Shaw, Scott, and others in establishing 
a Missionary Board. 
My return across the Gulf, near the ond of October, was a perilous ope, Attempts were made in two packets, both of which were obliged 

to run back. The latter-while at anchor parted 
her cable, and was driven by a strong wind on a 
bar, without any anchor, and with only a smal) 
leakey boat. Not after this she was cast 

While engaged as a Commissionor of Sehaols 
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contest, and published a number of long coms 'do 7 Of course 1 endeavoured | munications in several: different. papers.. He | suitable advice, directing her to, the; Lamb of | 

to give her 

God that taketh away the sin of the world,” 
vead an appropriate portion of Scripture, and 
offered prayer on her behalt, Several days, did 
indeed, subsequently elapse before her departure, 
but not a word of ‘instruction could be commu- 
nicated to her, for both her sight and her bearing 

my | were entirely gone! How dangerous to neglect adipn, arose from this debate. When my religion while in health, and all the senses are 
possessed! How soitablé—how well worthy ot or. German, I was prepared’ to meet him ; but} regard—the admonition of Mr, E:skine :— 
“ Are eyes to read, or s to hear a trust ? Shall both be cram snow in death with Gust? en n lease Ne ear or eye But read thou hear thou, for eternity.” 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Fairchild on Baptism. 

. 1 am pot fond of religious controversy, espe- 
cially when such discussion is conducted, on 
either side, in an unchristian spirit. For several 
months past 1 have been aware of the circulation 
to some extent of a book on the Baptismal ques. 
tion, which I deem very erroneous-—not with a 
view to the encouragement of religious contro. 
versy, but for the interests of truth and souls. 
I ask you to publish the following reference to it. 
The book is entitled : “ Scripture Baptism, its 
mode and subjects, by Ashbel G. Fairchild, D. 
D.” 1 hardly know how, in measured words, to express my astonishment and indignation {n 
respect to that book. Well did a very -respect- able Presbyterian Elder recently remark to a 
friend of mine that it is a disgrace to have that 
book in: one’s house. Its possession and coun- 
tenance are certainly a reproach on one’s intel. ligence, if not Christianity. 80 far, as its dis. 
cussion of truth and facts as: bearing; on’ the 
Baptist denomination is concerned, it is charac. 
terized by a quantity and quality of misrepre- 
sentation, caricature, and slander truly astound. 
ing to come from the pen and heart of a pro- 
fessedly christian man and Doctor of Divinity. 

sertions, 1 proceed at once to make a few ex- 
tracts and comment¥ thereon, 

1 open the first page and read as follows : «14 
is well known that there is some diversity of opinion and practice in. regard to the mode of 
Christian Baptism.” So far unobjectionable. P-| But what of the three next sentences ? “ The 
{ar greater part of evangelical christians, 
amounting to more than nine tenths of the whole, 

Up- | content themselves with a simple application of 
water by pouring or sprinkling, as the most 
scriptural and sigoificant mode. ‘On the other 
band, a large and respectable division of the 
Protestant church insist upon a dipping of the 
whole body as essential to the validity of the 
ordinance. Another smaller division as warily 
contend that the baptism is not valid, unless the 
dipping is thrice repeated.” | 
Now without delaying bere to discuss the first 

of these three sentences, in reference to the 
U8, | second I would remark that I was pot before 

aware that if any article be divided into fen 
parts a piece of the size of less than one tenth 
would be a “ large’ division. Dr. Fe. mith. 
metic is to say the least somewhat novel and 
‘peculiar. As to his compliment, “respectable,’’ 
be soon subsequently shows thas it is the merest 

) modicum of respect, be personally entertained 
toward the Baptists. But this author shows 
bimself an ignoramus in FEeclesiastical or 
Church history. For he impliedly asserts, in the 
last sentence above quoted, that a “ smaller 
division” than the Baptist connections practice 
teige immersion. 
Now Baptists “ are not ashamed of any page 

of their bistory, nor of the names that fill their: 
roll-call, In literature and science, in works of 
mercy and charity, in missionary endeavors, in 
theological loge, they have more than a respect. 
able standing.” “Robert Hall, the Chrysostom of 
modern times, the golden-mouthed, was a .Bap- 
tit. John Bunyan, the world-renowned: alle. 
gorist, whose feet now tread the streets of the 
celestial city, was a Baptist. Andrew Fuller, 
that noble old logician, whose theology is as 
strong as scripture truth, was a Baptist. John 
Milton, the prince of poets, was a Baptist, in 
sentiment” (and in the last part of his life in all 
probability , by chureh-conection.)  * John 
Foster, ranking with the profoundest essayists of 
the world, was a Baptist,” “William Carey, the with the Board. in Cumberland, Nov. 18th; a [first ‘in our times to go out as a foreign mission. request was sent me to visit sick woman. It 

was a distressing case.” bbe bad lived for years Baptist. The largest assembly that convenes to. within a stone's. throw of a place of worship, | day in the world for religious Mita residing at a ‘distance, evidently aware |scarcely ever attended. On wy the 
this—volunteered his services in the | exclainsed, “Ob! Mr. Tupper, what 

But lest I may seem to be dealing only in ‘ag. 

325 
sequently thé founder of a moble commonwealth, 
and the buman originator of religious or soul. 
liberty in the United States. | 

In the United: States there are at the ‘present 
timé about one million ‘and a half Baptist 
church members, and, of adherents throagh 
family connection or sentiment, about one quarter 
of the entire population; thus numbering more 
than twice az many as any other denomination 
except the Methodist, and in church:thembeis 
rather more than they (the Methodists), 
while in adherents the Baptists— as might 
be ‘expected from the respective’ modes of 
church-increase—number rather less, I have 
it aleo on good authority that the Baptists are 
at the present - time’ increasing in tbe United 
States: at the rate of thirty thousands annually, 
In ‘the Provinces of the “New Dowsinion® 

there ate now about: ‘forty thomssnd Baptist 
church members. In Grest Britain and Ireland 
two hundred and fifty thousand members ; in Germany, about sixteen thousand ; in Sweden, 
nearly seven thousand ; in Burmab, India, and 
China, not less probably than sixteen thousand 
chorch-members. And in’ all these latter enu. 
merations in order to ascertain the number of 
Baptist adberents, their church ‘members must 
be multiplied by the figure four or five. The 
foregoing statements refer exclusively to Regular 
or Calvinistic Baptists. ‘Were we to add to our 
members as the Methodists and’ Presbyterians 
do when estimating numerically their strength, 
those who agree with us ini severaf particulars 
but differ in others, our denomination would be 
swollen to a much larger aggregate. 

But*notwithstanding this fair show of facts in 
figures, the Baptists mm a merely numerical 
point. of wiew do certainly nog compare as ybt 
with those divitions of the Protestant church, 
which practice: what is called. trine’ immersion, 
They, inclading the * Greek, the Armenian, and 

about one hundred millions.” Ja these churches 
the child is thrice immersed, onée in the pame 
of the Father, once in the name of the Son, and 
the third time, in the name of the Holy Spirit.» 

Kairchild’s book, be asserts that “the Greek 
Church nearly equals in numbers that of Rome.” 
Now according to Dieterice, probably ‘the most 
accurate statistician of this age, the Roman 
Catholics number at the present ‘time one hun- 
dred and seventy ‘millions ; the Greek Church 
seventy-six millions. ‘Here again dees Fairchild 
prove wholly unreliable in the statistics of 
Church history. 

| I theretore ask if those. three sentences on the 
| Brat page of Fairchild's Scripture Baptism are 
\not of such a character as materially to damage 
Ais entire book for learved snd ‘truthful state. 
-ment ? 

But 1 pass on to a foot-note on page 18, and 
read thus :—* That the duty of immersion is not 

clearly taught in the Scriptures seems to be 
indirectly admitted by a large body of the most 

| zealous immersionists among us ; for they are 
t expending tens of thousands of dollars in 
| getting up a new version of the Bible, with such 
| alterations of the old as shall make it teach 
! Baptist opinion clearly and explicitly. This is 
{a very important concession on their part. 
*.® %% & The fact. that (wo or (Aree 

| persons of other denominations have been pre- 
{vailed on by large pecuniary inducements, to 
assist in manufacturing a Baptist Bible, is no 
alleviation of the case. The italics in the fore- 
soing quotation are mine. What a tissue of 
slanderous falsehoods is the above extract in the 
light of the following facts recently obtained 
from the Bible Union Rooms, New York. 
“With regard to the work of the Unicn, we 
bave bad the service of from fifieen to twenty 
different scholars, embracing nine denominations, 
i. 6. Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians 
Dutch Reformed, Lutberaps, Baptists, Reform- 
ers, Seventh Day Baptists, &o. “Jn the Jormation 

viderations of a demominational character were 
permitted, Men the most eminent in their fitness 
fur the work were chosen, and'it so occurred that 
half were Baptist and half Pedo-Baptist. We 
‘ve not at liberty to publish the names of our 
r'edo- Baptist friends who have assisted us, for i ould De the signal for persecution to dé It isos 
‘von them.”’ The loregoing statements are open 
or investigation, challenge contradiction, and 
eed no comment when placed beside Dr. Fair. 

8, after noticing 1 Cor. xii. 
18, and 3, and sneeringly inquiring if 
“ the. Bible Union” will use the word  p ot iiiMerse in those passages, Fairchild says : 

® our opponents will ask, ‘Do you then 

t., ould be so translated in the above passages P* “} answer, No. We have never asserted, nor 

the Oriental churches comprise 4 ‘population of 

But in another place, namely on page 120 of 

1% that the. word means 10 sprinkle, and that it» 
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