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doubted. He was one of these who thought 
apd felt, and acted, as a servant of God :— 
how he became one was a needless 

what way be entered into the Christian min - | pivess 
been trained and exercised : entered into istry, after having 

i i as aleo they enjoy without satiety. "No oge 
stands in enother’s way or Te on 

f 

are in 

for years in & mechanical employment. The him vot his joy, but will painfull follow oo 
fact was, that he was conscious of 

deemed jit bis duty to use them for God, in 
the great work of saving souls, That was his 
call, the genuineness of which was confessed 
by bis brethren, Mental trainieg followed. 
e 

“Ed ,» where he attended the lectures of 
the celebrated Pr. Chalmers. His theologi- 
cal instruction is said to bave been obtained 
at the ist. College at Horton, near Brad. 
ford, Yorkshire, then under the presidency of 
Dr. Steadman, who was a plain sturdy teach- 
er, much better acquainted with the solidities 
than the eleganeies of religious learning, 

Mr. Girdwood’s public ministry commmen- 
ced at Manchester, He wes ordaived there, 
March 13, 1839. Thence he emigrated to 
Canada, in the year 1841, snd became pastor 
of the church now meeting in this place then 
in St. Helen street. After a pastorate of 
nine years be'removed to New Bedford, Mas. 
sachusets, where he spent fifteen years, the 
most useful part of his life. A visit to bis 
native land wes followed by pressing invita. 
tions to retarn sud settle there, but he prefer. 
ed remaining on this side of the Atlantic, 
sud in January last, took up his abode at 
Layfayette, Indiana, having sceepted an invi- 
tation to take charge of the Baptist church in 
tbat place, He atieénded the missionary anni- 
versaries at Chicago, in May, and was seized 
with illness there, but was able to reach home 
and appeared to be in a fair way of recovery. 
His disease however took an untavorable turn 
and he rapidly sank under its power, experi 
encing at the same time the peace and com- 
fort which the gospel imparts. 

Mr. Girdwood wes a wan of fair av 
ability, and possessed a share of know- 
ledge, general and theological. He was an 
independent thinker, not choosing to clothe his 
thoughts always in the garb of customary 
technicality, but holding bimself free to em- 
ploy such modes of representation as appeared 
best adapted to express truth with precision, 
His talents were rather solid than showy,— 

- If ‘he did not astonish his hearers by bursts 
~ of eloquence, he convinced them by close rea- 
soning. His addresses wore neither distin- 
guished by the dryness of formalism nor the 
flightiness of cant, but by the serious air of 
intelligent, warm-hearted piety, 

His style was generally simple, plain, and 
unadorned. : 

Mr. Girdwood’s theological views, which 
were those commonly held by our denomina. 
tion, were not mere opinions, they were prin. 
ciples, cherished with earnestness and firmly 
maintained, Owe who kncw him well, wri. 
ting since his death, says,~** His theological 
views were clear and sound, and his manner 
in the pulpit was clear and affectionate, It 
was a privilege to hear him on some experi- 
mental subject, such as regeneration, justifi- 
cation by faith, christian hope. You felt 
that one who had studied and himself experi. 
enced the truth be was discoursing to you.” 

His tender spirit and kindness of disposi. 
tion and habit endeared him toall with whom 
he amociated, He was ever prompt to obey 
the eall of need, or sickness, or sorrow, and 
koew how to give practical expression of sym- 
pathy, both by personal act, and by engaging 
the aid of these who bad it in their power to 
help: The poor and the efflicted held him 
iu the highest esteem. He was peculiarly 
qualified to comfort the mourners—a Barna. 
bas—a * Son of consolation.” 

Of the weaknesses and faults of our. de- 
parted brother, whatever thay were (and 
* there is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
good and sinneth cot”), it is not necessary to 
speak. Doubtless be lamented and confessed 
them before God, and * grosned withio him- 
sell,” rejoicing in the expectation of full de- 
liverance. His brethren * glorified God in 
him,” Christian charity would rather con- 
a or excellences than search ont defects, 

e deplore his early removal, for it ma 
be reg as vem scr” early, since his 
vigorous constitution seemed to promise long 
lite, But the Master has called his servant 
‘home and who shall gainesy his sovereignty 
or doubt his wisdom? To the d 
it was » joyful transfer, a above sll 
hing to be desired. Now he has “attained” 
sod is * perfect,” His whole nature is im- 
measurably exalted. The intellectual revels 
in sublimest gratifications, The emotional is 

youd the requirements of mechanic life, and | scends to employ usa 

studied some time in the University of 
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willing to work as long as the Lord conde- 
to wait submissively 

for the discharge, . HANH | 

Kor the Chnstisr Messenger. 

Book for Church Records. 

Dear Sir,—1 learn with pleasure that you 
contemplate issuing a blank for the use 
of our cbureh clerks. This hes long been a 
reat desideratum., Few churches in the 

Povives keep their records as they should be 
kept, many of them I fear , keep. po record, 
whatever, some of them bave not even s book 
io which to place a minute of their ed. 
ings. I remember visiting a pues f 
years since, just before one of the Assooiational 
atherings, sacking the clerk for information, 
was amused to see that worthy, with prim.. 

itive simplicity, gathering his statistics from 
the back of bis kitchen door, on which he 
bad chalked the pumbers who bad been added 
during a late revival. This is ne doubt en 
extreme case, but is perhaps an index to very 
fo irregularity in an important matter. 
am persuaded that such a book would be 

gladly welcomed by our Pastors and clerks, 
and that it would go fer to obviate the lcose 
mapner iv which this branch of our ecopomy 
is at present conducted. Hoping, therefore, 
that you will soon make such an experiment, 
aud that it may prove every way sucoessful, 

I remain yours, 
A, BrEgLz. . D. A. Er 

Christin Flessenger. 
HALIFAX, AUGUST 14, 1867, 
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Tae Barrisr Convention of the three 
Provinces, will commence its Twent 
second Annual Session, on Saturday the 
24th. This body has charge of the Edu- 
cational and Foreign Mission affairs of the 
denomination. The combination of these 
two subjects is highly suggestive—one 
having for its object the elevation of the 
intellectual standing of our own people, and 
providing what is needed for the future 
ministry of the churches, at home and 
abroad, whilst the other supplies the means 
of directly giving the Word of Life to the 
benighted regions afar off, 

In the modes of operation on the two 
subjects there are very different features, 
Whilst the influences operating in reference 
to one are in some respect quite dissimi- 
lar from the other, yet both have the 
same great object in view—the exten. 
sion of the Redeemer's kingdom in 
the world. A general oversight is taken 
of the religious progress of the body by the 
report on the State of the Denomination, 
and a recognition of the ministers and 
membership in the chutches, yet the above 
are the subjects on which action in particu. 
lar is taken. 

In Educational matters the great neces- 
sity is to raise means for continuing, with- 
out interruption, a supply of mental ali- 
ment of the highest possi fo character, equal 
to the demands of the times; maki 
provision for the future is essential in this 
department, The enlargement of the En- 
dowment Fund of Acadia College is con- 
sequently no leas an object of concern than 
the meeting of its annual necessities. 
This will require the serious consideration 
of the assembled wisdom at Wilmot next 
week. Rev. Dr. Oramp, the President, 
retained his position with the understanding 
that some more active effort should be 
wade during the year for the accomplish 
ment of this object, It has ¥ fori 

rstand, however, to the Governors, we un 
that the present time was not favorable for 
that object and it has -beétn deferred. © We 
trust that this matter will be shortly taken 
up vigorously. Our Foreign Mission 

aspect and we doubt not will receive the 
serious and earnest attention of the dele: 
gates. ' 
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Ecclesinstical Combinations. 
We do not think that Mr. Bpurgeon's opin- 

excited and ‘beyond ‘all the 1- | ion is entitled to mo than that ity of this btate, The- 1 llowship | many less rh chapel ngy-e0q us a i : which he has “is 80 ‘simoere, #0 pare, 50| well-known as a Reber, aad #8 a devoted , that the west fervid utiersnces may fortes minister, the sén! te expressed by 

“Soar Ap Sosoes the tome Teslase ofA ut ETAL IN 20 smevsrd i to his brother. owed vr ood OD Chen & - 

es, | notoriety. 

w | description bss evoked, bes showed us how 

' | duty, but to draft them without conversion 

J | made up of Independents aud Bapiiste, good 

{ which Christ's ordinance of baptism would be 

ity, and we 
operations are assuming an inserertinh of ¥, sod we believe that with the exception 

-|ing up an ancient and weetul Christian pom. 
{muoity, for the mere sake of L Spatliylog u 

anion, or 
| ambitions desire to form & | 

The following article Writhen by 
him, and published in the Sword and Trowel 

® avother’s | puts the subject, of Usion in strong 
Nor was it of any importance to enquire in bliss. Individual contentmentand 0c pd t pot pot stronger we § so de 

mands, to let our Pedoba tist brethren know 
(where we stand. . They anght to understand 
that we love Christian Union for ite own sake 
‘but are vowilling to sacrifice truth for a mere 

pomioal cxbibision df 347 | | 
__OURSELYES AND THE ANNEXATIONISTS. 

There. is no. bigotry in the world equal to 
the bigotry of modern liberalism. Bee- 

is ‘'wormwood sod'gall.” We have been most 
ferociously denounced for tersely snd aceu- 
rately designating the acticn of the Congre- 
ational Fr in reference to Union 
urches, as“ a little dodge.” Viewing it in 

connection with the party who agitated the 
question, 8 little dodge we believed it to be, 
snd at this moment we can find no better 
name for ii ; in fact, the tall talk which our 

exactly we managed to hit the nail on the 
head, We have at all times endeavoured to 
prove our hearty brotherhood with all the; 

le of God, wot by words merely, but by 
deeds, Our Independent friends know that 
our heart is always warm towards them, and 
thet when it ‘bas been in our power to serve 
them, we bave peeded no pressing to make ns 
do 80; on the other hepd, ‘we bave no truer 
friends then many among the Congregation. 
alists, with whom we enjoy the dearest fellow- 
ship, and who bave again and again practi. 
celly helped us in our schemes, We bope 
that this brotherly love ‘may continue and 
increase, and we trust there will never be any 
emulation between the Independent and the 
Baptist odies, tus that of boly desire to be 
foremost in premoting the cause of Christ, 
For either body to endeavour to incresse its 
pumber by offering facilities for trapster to 
its own ranks, and insugurating = policy of 
aunexation is unwise and upbiotherly, To 
attempt to convert men 10 our views is our 

into our body is no gain in any sense, either 
to truth or good fellowship, certain com: 
pany of would-be extra superfine liberals, 

enough men in their way, but ‘thoroughly 
wronghesded on this and some other points, 
are resolved to amalgamate the two bodies, 
end their first action, inoffensive and ingigoifi- 
cart in itself, we jndge from what we know 
of them, to be merely the beginning of the 
end, a stepping-stone to something more, 
getting in the thin end of the wedge~in 
plain Baxon, a little dodge. They would 
form churches and found a denomination in 

left optional; some of them would even 
bave a font and a baptistry in each place of 
worsbip, which to our mind, is to form 
churches on the principle of despising the 
command of Christ, and counting it to be an 
utterly insignificant matter what tbe ordin- 
ance may be, and whether ic be obeyed or 
not. * Whichever you please, dear friends ; 
y your money and take your choice, 
prin‘le the infant or immerse the believer, 

our church does not care a farthing which ;” 
this is the witness of the model Union 
Churches, and would be the witness of a 
United Baptised and Usbaptised Congrega- 
tionalism, We quite upderstand the testi. 
mony of our friends who hold infant baptism, 
a8 they also understand ovrs; but to form a 
denomination which regards all baptisms with 
equal indifference, seems to us (0 be s scheme 
traitorous to Christ end his Word, That is 
what has been for some "time, more or less 
covertly simed at, and is now the darlin 
object of those who were at the bottom ol 
the Congregational Upion resolution, and of 
others who looked on "spprovingly, biding 
their time, There was much more aimed at 
by some than was meant by uli ; and we judge 
pot only by what was publicly said, but by 
what is privately dove, We tell these gen. 
tlemen who are so set upon fusing the Pedo. 
baptista and the Baptists, that we hope all 
‘who think with them will avail themselves 
of the plank so gonvenienty and temptingly 
offered to th but we fake liberty to sey 

that there is one Baptist at least who 
| never be absorbed into the projected 

& score or #0 whom we could well spare, 
there are none among the Baptists who would 
consider for a moment the pain of break- ! 

worbid eravieg for nominal 
| arge and influential tionalism, Wo call upon our honest 

Pedobepio friends 10 give ap unmistakable 
ntterance as to their views, for we belive that 
the ambitious designs of those who would 

favor than when uttered by other men of jos |PFojéot 

tariapiem may be bitter, but Jatitudivarianiem | 

| multiply seots. 
Pwmdobaptists, who would adhere to their own * 

AD | adversary wears nove, or 

brotherly love, and should be dropped a 

gueriure. What should we. think 3 
Wesleyans if they indulged visions of an- 

+10 be unchsritable who opposed such fond 
desires of aggrandiscment? What if the 
Presbyterians should come to the conclusion 

| that the Pipi sbould unite with them, and 
row enraged because AL tatzeed to endorse 

their magnanimous idea? The cases are as 
‘nearly parallel as can be, for our affinities are 
about the same. 
Bome of the letters written upon the g 

tion show a very proud ai Grate) ng 
| #pirit ; ‘mention has even been made of the 
word * schism,” as th the Gongrega. 
tional Union is to be ered as the trpe 
church, and the Baptists sre to be looked 
upon as a set of schismatics, We take leave 
to say that men would not use such language 
if ‘they remembered how often it bag been 
cast at us sll in turn, and how easy it is to 
retort. Such talk paturally emanates trom 
gentlemen who korely lopg to. add Naboth's 
vineyard - to. their possessions, but it will 
‘cause & revulsion of feeling amc ng the great 
A of our liberty-loving brethren, the 
Independents, who are entirely guiltless of 
the present conspiracy, and bave always 
shown the manliness to accord to others the 
liberty of association which they so worthily 
exercise on their own account. The Baptist 
body will never be absorbed into any other ; 
why should it be? What en infinitesimal 
vepefit would such aw absorption be, and at 
what en expense would it be procured 7 In 
the interest of brotherly love, we hope we 
shall cither bave this matter fairly put, or 
never hear it mentioned again. The agita- 
tion of the scheme .will Sorte ill foelto 
and its consummstion, if it were possible, 
would ereate a pew denomination, and so 

There would be th: stanch 

views, the true Baptiss: holding to theirs, 
and the Unionists, wi'h their views or on views, 
vacillating to (heir Leart’s content alone in 
their glory. We trankly confess and publie- 
ly promise, that in‘every way we will oppose 
their supexation scheme, in the bud as well 
as in the flower, in its first as well as its 
last phase ; not because we love union legs 
than other men, but love it more, and believe 

88 hostile to true union as it is to truth itself, 
Not a word bave we ever said against the 
fullest and heartiest love to our Psedobaptist 
brethren, but we differ from them in a point 
which seems to us to be very important, and 
we feel that we can get on better in Christian 
love as we are than as it is proposed that 
we should be. We bave as mueh right to & 

tional Union; aud as we see good reason for 
maintaining our separate organisation, surely 
our friends need nut be angry with us for do- 
ing 80; especially as they can at apy time 
put an end to their own separate existence, 
and uuite with us if they think their infant 
baptism to be 50 unimportant (hat they can 
give it up, and tollow our view of the Lord's 
command, If we should ever leave the 
Baptists we should quite as soon join the 
Free Church of Beotland, or the Quakers, as 
the Congregationaliets ; but our anchor is 
dowp, aud not at all likely to be drawn up. 
When we mean a change, however, wa b 
we thall be honest enough 10 avow it. We 
should feel ashamed to be a member of the 
Baptist denomination, and harbour the design 
of carrying it over in whole, or in part, to 
another body, When ministers get a toot- 
ing in Baptist churches, and first disown 

| strict discipline as to baptism, aud then in- 
oculate their people with hostility to fhe de- 
nomination, and coquet with Paedobaptist 
bodies, they present to our churches u reason 
for enquiry. into the advisability of the very 
first step in the descent; and they also raise 
the question as to the honesty of those who 
grin ao inch with the covert view of getting 

mom be given it their ultimate desigus were 
nown ia 

We have been open and above beard in our 
expressions upon shis business; and we wish 
others would be. The anonymous letters in 
which we have been assailed we look upon as 
the weapons of cowards ; we cannot write or 
Ape without kuown, and do not wish to 
80 ; we believe the whole system of snnouy- 

moos writing to be meanness itself when di- 
rected against public men who are mentioned 
by name. Fos off your cloak sir, when your 

will be scouted 
a8 one of the apsassin’y 
Brock, who has been even more savagely as- 
sailed than ourselves, is able to take 
cave of himeelt, and 80 doubt answer 

if he oaved to do so; but 

that the evil leaven which we see at work is * 

Baptist Union as they have to » Oongrega- 

so oll, when they kuow very well that no inch 
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