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“ Am old Disciple.” 

dots 24. 16. 

Notes or A SERMON PREACHED IN THE BAPTIST 
Meeting House, WOLFVILLE, ON THE MORNING 
or Lord's Dax Minos 81,1 od ON OCCASION OF 
THE DEATH OF Simon Frrom, Esq. 

Bx J. M. Ozixe, D. D. 

That is all we know of him, Whether he| 
was converted by our, Lord. himself, org. 
his earthly sojourn, or whether he was one 
those who joined the church at or soon after 
the day of Pentecost, is; not known. It is 
somewhat si that no. mention is made of 
him in the le that he raat among 
the early Christians. age of th 
text implies that he was one Apo rst mem- 
bers of the Christian’ community, ‘Let us 
endeavour to’ ascertain its meaning. 

1. He was a disciple, 
The meaning is, that Ae received the Lords] those 

teachings, Whithin communicated personally | kno 
or through the mediam of his apostles. The 
comprised many new and strange truths, dif- 
ferent from or even contrary to all that he had 
been taught before. ~~ But the teaching was di- 
vine, t being admitted, reception was the 
only duty. Tt'was not for the disciple to ca- 
vil, or contradiot, or say, “ How cau these 
things be? Heo went to the Master to learn 
not to dispute. Disvipleship imported teach- 
ableness and humility, the spirit of a a 
child, There was no assumption of ri 
question, or add, or alter, for truth h bg 
taught by the lips of Truth iteelf. 

All truth was oot at first clearly unfolded. 
The salvation was revealed gradually. The 
system required time for ac ey m la- 
tion. As it. was more fully unveiled, 
discoveries were made of the oharsoter oer 
designs of God, and the spiritual —— 
facts in the Lord's histo vy seligions pee 
were sometimes shogked, and now and then 
there was a temptation to i 
hard saying !" Slit ‘the only 8 
uine dineip e would raise was, ‘* Is it the wo 
of the Lord”? He did not set himself 
a judge.” It bad been that the oy 
Spirit would ** guide into all truth,” and he 
was willing to be guided. 
Nor must it be overlooked that the primi. 

tive disciple was more than a mere learner of 
opinions. He received the word ““ not as the 
word of men, bat as it was in truth, the word 
of God,”-and be received it for himselt, He 
not only held sound views on wan’s ruined 
state—th¥ way of redemption—the obligation 
to halineeithe bliss of heaven ;—he saw 
oimse.f to be the ruined man, self-ruined—he 
rejoiced that Ae was redesmed ** by the pre- 
cious blood of Ohrist”—he coat conscious of 
sanotifyi wer-—he ¢¢ in hope,” 
rn. ie was, tw that Ae 

the Lords p — The religion of the dis- 
ciple includes more than en intellectual agree 
ment with the divine writers. It is submission 
to the Master, ** Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which 1 say 1” The] ob 
commission ran thus—** aye ob by 
serve all things whatsoever. command 
you.” The-diselp le imitates Him who has 
“ left us oe examp ple that we should follow his |}, 
steps,” His tem and habits of life ore fg 
corti we re 3 § p : 
Ye dg, in word or deed, nD name 0 
the Lord Jesus,” 

II. Hé contimied a dic. 
ems vier the truth, 

Lhe ne the Great 1 

stones,” 

an holy priesthood, to offer up 
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,” ¥ 

Another reason--he * p 
ing” —well knowing 
dili 
true disciple honours the dis 
Spirit, and deveutly recognises the order of |: 

Ask, and ye shall re- 

Further :—he maintained christian. fellow: | 
both : the brethren, individually: |e pos hat oe Gg ig ncn oi 

fosling sarived that both receivers 

ceive.” 
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i! He was well known, to be a disciple, 
It had been declared at his baptism, when | wi 

he publicly aonounced his determination to live | J 
for God, * the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost.” He lived: in. the ‘days of which it] : in 

: 4 oa : 
Be ht hae bad been prophesied—+ one shall VE 

ew | the Lord's ; and anothor shall call elt by 
the name of Jacob; od another shall sub. 
soribe with his hand to the Lord, and surname 
himself 
He never blinked it. He was nots border 

by the. name of Israel.” 

christian, but 
Worldly 
o thought it strange 

family, 

was, “ What is the will of the Lord 7” 
men knew where to fiad him, and woul oy 
ticipate, with general correctness, Ais line of 
conduct on any emergency that might arise. 

LV, He was kept as a disciple. 
There were many inducements to : backs 

ward course. Wealth, and worldly jiigepee 
might bave been obtained if he had a 

practised ry 

force of character, manliness, bold Aleit 
tion to remain faithful to the cause he had 

? 7 It was all this—but it was some- ag no 
vi pu of God.” 
Manitold gon. he 

dinar 
og 
Birt 1 * Shall 

He firmly believed that as peas 
‘that Jesus loved hr kr 80 he would 

| moved by tt 

Bat he stood fast. How 7 

fo, God lam hac] am 

were endured 

fastness. In § 
Who shall fat prs 

in- their pleasant course, 
and ite length, 

mas etersood bi. Though op 
that he “odd oo nhieu run 

8s | with them to the same excess of riot,” thay 
y | did not venture to ask him to join them, not 

caring to incur the ‘mortification of a. refusal. 
He carried Lis principles into all his en- 
gements, He was a disoi 

—in the 

am.” “Kept, 

‘sod. extrapr- 

Pier 2 of fails Ld 

fu ig dl 

nS 

‘“ a8 unto . ively stone, disallowed todeed of} 
men, but chosen of God and recious,” “he | fel 
manifestly "+ Hgely | ine 

spiritual Ftd 
spiritual saori- | 

without ceas- | ¢ ® breaki 

mi Re ver 
yecadticn of 2K 

oa 
. wiews similar to 

fhoen, which, mere embodied in Cowper's well. | 

“ + But souls; that carry on a blest exchange 
Of joys they meet igs in their heavenly range, 

nfidence make known 
STOMA) ympathy.esteems its own, + 

ple everywhere | 55 
in society,” as’ well as 

in the church. ‘When doubttnl or difficult 
(questions ' presented themselves, Ads in we 
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vent, showi 
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ent study 
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His 
morning and ev 

a9 its Clerk 
{wish two othere, to the ce of ralin spirits, the eral pled mited to fe 
i” which was probably, in a Baptiel 11 Sranly o bug puns 
y, pretty much the same as that of dea- 
Al his children also became members 
16 church. He gent his son to Windsor 

2, where bé remained a year or two, 

frotdpun 
) bad been mote 

sin is wo owe: He 
early life, but did not make a public profes: 
sion till about forty-seven years ago, w 
entered into the fellowship of the church,” of 
which he was an hooo 
ber till kis death. At that time the church 
was in &'low ‘state, not numbering more than 
sixty members.” He lived to witness a grati- 

i , enjoying and taki 
rm Jeg Ta which christians were 

| blessed and sinbers brought to God, When 
he S- the church was more than four times 

large as when he joined it, having also dis- 
missed ymany., of . its members to form the 
ein at Gasporesux snd New Minas. 

The elements of discipleship were conspic- 
©¢ uous in the christian any of our brother. 

His views of truth were clear, and his attach- 
ment to the doctrines of the 

t | meetings were at once plain, 
‘real 

7 squad 
Bible as he was. And he lived near to God 
Prayer was his joy, his relief, and his solace. 
family were statedly assembled for the 

1887. 

But fre wo hot entitled to 
ve that ‘in we last moments of such a 

good old Simeon were ox. | wi 

promises, the 

0 e] wr Tlottest thou thy ser. | 
peace, according 

eyes have seen thy salvation 7” Amid | good 
-up of nature there was peace 

hin, the peace of faith in the finished | tify 
<, ‘the graciobs' 
iVe ‘eovenant. 

to thy word, for 

all.compre- 
Humility contemplated 

Bp with self-réproach and sorrow, ex- 
ming, ‘If thou, Lord, shouldest mar 
ities, O Lord, who shall stand 7” 

th ry rose up to view, and the “old dis- 
ple” died as ho had lived, «1 

y of ‘our Lord Jesus bri 
ag he went to the Master, joined 

ily fellowship of the apostles,” and pligations m 
ions Hite Bougls of instruction and 

NL with the 
darkens a 

But 

ooking for the 
st or eternal | hi 

difficulties, 
the hindrances of this 

Ou ror and brother whose death hits! 
on d these remarks was allio’ “ an old 

e.? He had ‘been pearly fifty years a 
per ‘of this chatrch, and he was tourscure | b 

of three years old’ when he died. 
y Fitch was the son of ious paronts, 

a father joined thi is Shidrch in the year 1780, 
several years, and was 

completed the usual term of 
ents of the Insti 

le end 

vourable to students 
were not members’ of the Church of 

d. Be liberal prided les which now 
Popa cap Colleges were un. 

(2 oa Torso conver. 

became a' christian in 

en he | w 

useful mem- 

part in nu. 

| was strong. 
ough’ not: so: waruily emotional as some, it 

was sufficiently evident that the truth ** came 
to hin" wot'in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assus, 

His utterances at. the conference 
pithy, ‘and fer. 

pess of heart, 
word of God and prayer. His 

piety was fed and nurtured by heavenly truth, 
the oy of which he 

Soripture, 
acquired by di. 
2, are 80 es 

with the contents ot the 

sacrifice, /and care was 

28 devout 
Brinig een His place 

| sembly of -the saints” was 
ys “of ws epee ri 

ood ro my. is paca, in bl house 

to the 
the ret mg: 

Ni iol reside 
wards of ae Ge el central | won 

bit bis brethren well knew 

Sop WHOLE SERIES. 
Vor. XXXI. XXXI. No. 16, 

2, * pgmbes of yours ago, to the deacon- 
the duties of the office 

vil Bix, i} propriety. 
is pid, 1: was exemplary. Successful 

indurtry Pi pad furnished the means of doing 
the will was: not wanting. To the 

poor. isl, the neighborhood, as numbers can tes- 
, he was ~~ and liberal. He did 

not merely say, ‘ Be ye warmed and filled,” 
but he “gave o£ 0% those things which are 
needful to the body.” Hospitality, was eon- 

k| stantly exertised in his house 9 he 
could pot be privileged, like Mnason, to re- 
¢¢ive an ail many, of, the Spoosdars, of 
the apostles found a cheerful welcome: under 
is roof, The claims of the eburch were 
ome wag and kindly regarded. To ap- 

ey ghd sje the nume- 
Tous societies, the satablishnent of, which » 
distinguished the history of this 
promptly and liberally i 
active in promoting he objects of the 3 uBpg 
Society. He was one of the 
prin of the Temperance gil iy aos 
br in the Flag ar 1609, Loan To go wy 
a ® years, n a thousand 
bers; and it 4 bla (Bak. in the 

original list ‘members ony geet ] affixed 
his name, dicating ig ha impel 
to abstain from wine as well rom po. 

i) 

latter. The Temperance canse 
earnest advocacy. In his magis city 
he rendered efficient service oy it, fp 
persuaded that drunkenness is one of the 
most degrading and injurious habits, and that 
the ramabop ia a nuisance whic t to be 

cco "Fitch's attachment to pei was 
wn io various ways, He took inter- 

est in Sunday Schools. Several gow 
lished by him in the vicinity of his residence, 

filled she. office, of ase Sper. : 
ide orgy till he was uwpw of seventy 
years old, "When our rr Society was 
med a 145 be. entered into. the project 

great ardour. . It was, mainly 4 his 
re Pry the fund was nc ot the 
chase ep ty on w buildings 
were ereeted. Ho was the first Treasurer of 
‘the, Society, and an active member of the 
Executive. Committee. The same zeal and 
earnestness were carried into our Coll 
affairs. When it was determined, in 183%, 
to attempt to raise an Endowment Fund, his 
name was the first among the or 
holders, who responded rs the appeal 
by. the original projectors. of the no 
In the course of his life. the sam of £1700 
was contributed to, our : Educational Institu. 
tions by himsslf and the immediate pg 
of hia family, 0, Cont, of. Nn fool 
this subject may be j the fol op 
ing entry in his eas pl «9, 1865. 
Eighty-two years old to-day. More cause for 
gratitude to my Heavenly Father. Thanks 
bo his holy. in for his continued. mercies, 
Ob, for a, now consecration of m 4 to. him, 
and an increasing ripeness for a : bot 1 
live to see iv the coming year his 
per and his kingdom extend on poi ! Te 

become more wa our ou Toi tions of learni 
Iy established, and ep tual as well as secular 
know! abound in their midst ! 

Tien. 4 and Professors. Ls the pe, Bah ge Ng Holy Beit] Ton by the 
demy slro, wifh its Teachers, now present, 

blessed ! Pm © Lostitutions i Sa my ed T aly 
hope aud re dh [proves blewiog ‘wher 
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