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In the November Number of the Bible 
Union Quarterly we have some matters of} 
great interest. given with the Scventeenth 
Aovnual’ Report of the Union. We extract 
the following: | 
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Old Testament, written in their la 
was intrusted to the Hebrews, who were us 
disti ed aboye the rest of our race by 
oy and guardianship of the oracles 
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trust. The Vint os care which they ex- 
ercised in copying the holy writings, bas 
passed into a proverb, Philo and Josephus 
state, that their reverence for the sacred 
writings was so great that they would suffer 
wy Ri and even death itsclt, rather 
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1527, after the publication of the Compl 
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wi Version was translated from it, rad 
twenty manusoripts of the New. T ent, 
were known to the scholars of Europe. 
to which they had access were all of gig 
origin, none older than the tenth ¢ 

those ages of ‘moral darkness, in which 
word was not valued, God, in his all-w 
providence, bad hidden copies of bis revela- 
tion, where neglect would not destroy, mer 
corruption deface them, Sh 
The word of. God, both in Hebi w and 

Greek, was generally written on parghr 
—the skins of goats and sheep prepared tor 
writing. Some of these parchments 

,| very valuable, and, when they were not 
ly obtained, it was not uncommon to wash out 
a less esteemed manuscript, snd write another 
in its place, In this way a nawber of man. 
uscripts of the New Testament were treated. 
Such a work is called a Codex Rescriptus, or 
Palimpsest, 
‘One of the most ancient maguseripts known 

to be in existence, and in every respect oue of 
the most reliable, was, at a. oy early period, | he 
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The Baptism of Christ. 
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to John, and was im- 
mersed by him dith ordan (Mark I. 9), Ais 
baptism could not have had such an import 
with reference to himself ; for he had no sin to 

to John and requesting baptism 
tells him that he does it “ to fulfil all right. 

particular, to the Father's will. 
a faithful, experien- 

ced and symyathiziog leader to his trusting 
eople in this and all other duties. (See John 
i 26), : And to all who would become cnbg 

baptized as an example 
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tized with the baptism 

replied : «Are ye able to drink the cup tl 
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Another’ dogmas of the chureh, it is mot * ole sadorf; who is ome. of the ‘most eminent with.” Matt. xx. 22, 23 ; Mark x. 38, 89, 
wl that various other additions aud slterations ame he collators of manuscripts aed eriti- {The Revised Testament gives these passages : 

hail | should have disfigured and depreciated thes ‘Sehiolats of the’ present day, discovers in|“ em the immersion which 1 re.” 
hor | still later or more modern manuscripts.  feasons for believing it to be the most| And Doddri {agi rm them, *“ Are yo 

Another ear | Greek text printed b Erasmus.—At the! cint Codex now known, unless an excep- | able to’ drink of th tet ¢up’ot which T am 
ts squ gh! 7 1%, hard hs return ; commencement of the Protestant era it un. made in the case of the Codex Vati-|about to drink so'deeply, and to be baptized 

© O | many & di il wit fear, ; bappily ‘occurred, that the basis of sien i dns de history of ‘the latter is unknown. | with the baptism, and plu nged into that sea 
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ASA Soi ni vost) a fii { * | rity to expedienoy. Baing snzioos Lion Under Cardioal Mai it. was edited, | with which I am to be bapt tized.” 
Some whom we love, no more are here | pate: the publication of : prion after his desth, with correo. | For ages previous, the “ cup” had bees re- 

Translated to the realms of light. Polyglott, i in the cotires of. pre atic ns. These two manuscripts” stand in the ed as aflording a lively and expressive 
Ah I none can bless the coming year, by. Cardinal Ximenez, and having. pis 8 ‘class op authorities, and their use is , either of benefits to be bestowed, or of 
Like those no. mare to greet as bere very few manuscripts, and those all of Inka ‘nvalasble in procuring an accurate Greek |oalamities ‘to be inflicted ; ; according a ts con- 

: fe date, Erasmus made as good a text as hejfext of the in Testament. ténts were sweet and refreshing, or bitter and 
Arother year nother cart. could Irom his materials, except tbat. bell Manuscripts accéssible at the present day. deadly.” See Ps. xvi. 5; and xXiii. 5; also 

: mi a POSE eu gren. added and interspersed translations of sl | 4 t of manuscripts accessible when | xi. 6, and xxv. 8; Ezek. xxiii. 32, 33. And 
Nod pric can Tay hq y Vilas Ts own from the Latin vulgate into the Gre of the Recvived Text was prepared | now, in the passagos quoted, Jesus, em 

But they too'slii or io the past, to, supply deficiencies of manuscript, : Bradmus was not only-small, bat all were | the well- erstood figure of the cup, adds to 

When Joye nd Lib on sink at last. passed off these additions and interpola ratively modern, and, compared with it the much stionger symbol of ne, to 
point out his own prospective sufferings and 
death. - Under the circumstances, ho mast al 
lude to the gospel baptism practiced b i 
and his own disciples (Mark i. 1-11; 
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That was an immersion in water ; this will be 
like #0 immersion in fire, Luke xi. 49, 50. 
That was an immersion easy to be. endured ; 
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subsequent personal sufferings and 
our atoning Saviour ; and also his speedy 
triumphant resurrection from the dead. 
ep dl 24; Rom. v. 10; and Rom. 

And as our baptism looks dack to the death 
and burial and resarrectiqn of Christ our Sa- 
viour, as havingal taken place (Rom. vi, 
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valuable practical lesson when we’ remem. 


