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I' e 4 5 spiritually minded feel concerned for the unconverted, and |the family, must be constantly maintained. Indeed we
MAB. g’ lg'nu . are disposed to unite their prayers and efforts for the salva- | should ¢« pray always with all prayer and supplication in
_— ———— tion of undying souls. So the Psalmist says, “ Restore|the Spirit.” Our dependance onili aid should be ever
1 [Pnbu-;ed by Special Request.] unto me the joy of thy salvation ; and uphold me with thy |reco ized, and emotions produced by His influence should
, g free Spirit : then will T teach frangressors thy ways; and|be $&ya regarded. Matth. vi, 6. Danl. vi. 10. Eph.
On Spiritual Mindedness. sinners shall be eonverted unto Thee.” And 'aul who was | vi, 18. 1 Thes. v. 19. Jude xx. 21.) Constant watch-
| a truly :{)iritusl man, says, “I have great heaviness and fulness, also, must attend prayer. (Matth. xxvi. 41, 1
Tae Ci1RcvrAR LETTER FROM THE WEsSTERN Nova Scorta continual sorrow in my heart . . . for my brethren, my|Pet. iv. 7.
house, BarrisT ASS0CIATION T0 THE CHURCHES OF WHICH IT kinsmen according to the flesh.” And ain, ‘“ My heart's| 6. Pious conversation. The Psalmist says, “ Talk dyle
August | IS COMPOSED. : desire and I1;nyer to God for Israel is, that the might be |of all His wondrous works.” Malachi informs us, that the
: : saved.” He remarks, moreover, ** I endure all things for godly conversation of the Lord’s ancient servants was very
Dear Brethren, : 3 . |the elect’s sakes, that they also ay obtain the salvation tavorably regarded by Him. When the two disciples on
PoewD The cultivation of"a spiritual state of mind is the subject | which is in Christ Jesus with eterfal glory.” (Ps. li. 12,{their way to Emmaus, were conversing in sadness respect-
o to which we would invite your attention in our present an-|13. Rom. ix. 2,8, x. 1; 2 Tim. ii. 10.) The same dispo- | ing the-Baviour, ** Jesus himself drew near, and went with
age to | nual Epistle. In our opinion there u,mu?h reason to fear|gition of mind creates similar desires in the hearts of all{them,” ightening their understandings, and cheering
' Sleas, that this matter does not, in general, receive that degree of | God's children, and prompts them to like efforts. their hearts. (Ps. ov. 2. Matth. iii, 18, 17. Luke xxiv.
- serious regard, nor call forth that earnestness of effort, 46| Tt may be remarked, last, but notleast :— - ¢ .. |13-32.) While “the talk of the lips [vain discourse]
R s which it is justly entitled. It:.freat importance, and happy| 5. A ‘spiritual state of mind disposes believers to glorify | tendeth only to penury,” great benefits result to believers,
‘ effects, are evident from several considerations :— God, e obligations to this, and’ the injunctions to it,{and in many instances to those around them, from a diligent
1. Itis & command imperative on all believers. The ‘must be manifest to all. (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20, x. 8t.) But improvement of opportunities for edifying religious con-
Saviour enjoins, ** Beek ye first the kingdom of God, and |it is « the lova of God shed abroad in our hearts” that leads | versation. (Prov. xiv. 28. x.21, Eph.iv.29. 1 Thes. iv.
His righeousness.” In like manner an inspired Apostle | ug to love him in return, cautiously to aveid dishonouring|13. v, 11.) :
says, ** If yo then be risen with Christ, seek those things | Him by sin, and earnestly to strive, by a life of holy obe-| 7. Devout meditation. Of the * blessed man™ it is
which are above where Christ sgtteth on the right h.and of | dience, to * to shew forth the praises of Him who hath written, ** His delight in the law of" the Lord, and in His
God. Setryour affection on tlnng- above, not on things on | called us out of darkness into his marvellous light.” (Rom. |law doth he meditate day and night.” The Psalmist says,
the earth. . . . Walk in the pirit.” (Matth. vi. 33;1v. 5; 1 Jno. iv. 19; 1.Pet. ii, 9.) *“ In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts
1stru- Col. iii. 1, 2; Gal. v. 18.) Numerous similar admonitions Seeing, then, that the possession of a spiritual state of | delight my soul ¢ and again, ‘“ My meditation of Him shall
@ interspersed through the sacred Seri tures, oloﬁl:g evinee | mind is of vast importance on many accounts, we would |be sweet." (Ps. i. 1,2. xciv. 19. civ, 34.) Beliovers
how needful it is to give diligent heed to this Ohristian duty, | earnestly and affectionately entreat lil the members of our |are often placed in circumstances that deprive them of gome
and to improve this exalted privilege. . | Churches, as well as the ministers, to cultivate it with great|of the means adapted to promote their s iritual welfare; %
| 2. Like all other divine {moepu and injunctions it is diligence and assiduity. But here the question naturally | but the delightful and highly useful priviligo of religious
, adapted to promote the happ ness of those that observe it, | oocurs. By what means is this hi hly desirable blessing | meditation may be almost invariably enjoyed. It should be
's. “To be spiritually minded is life and imo. - « Thefruit|to bo obtained and retained? W would suggest as appro- dﬂ?enﬂy improved.
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,” &o. (Rom. viii. 6 ; | priate means :— _ 0t to extend this Letter beyound due bounds, we would
'c‘;'::,‘: Gal. v. 22.) Not only does the maintenance of communion | 1. The exercise of faith. Belieyers “ receive the promise | in conclusion, affectionately entreat every member of each
nd the with God, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, secure present | of the Spirit through faith ;" and ** without faith it is im. of our Churches to oonaizer this subject attentively, and
o consolation, but it also tends greatly to strengthen the be-|possible to please od,” and consequently it must be im-|to strive earnestly for the attainment and the retaining of a
nferior liever's hope of future blessedness. < Now,” ,8ays the | possible to hold communion with B Galgiii. 14 ; Heb. spiritual state of mind. An attentive examination of the
Apostle, * the God of hope fill ou with all joy and peace|xi. 6.) He that would * walk in ight of the Lord,” |texts cited above, with their-respective contexts and parral-
oine. in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power | must be ** looking.unto Jesus,” whe is the * Sun dliﬂh lel pas , may be a profitable exercise, conducive to . the
in and of the Holy Ghost. where he states, “ As many as eousness,” and must “live a 1if§" e flesh by the faith fur&:.m ofm&l desirable object. May * the Father of
tented arp led by the Spirit of God, theﬂnlre the sons of God.” |of the Son of God.” (Isa. i. 5; Heb. xii. 2; Ghal. ii. 20.)
—— (Rom. xv. 18, viil. 14.) So the guage of our Lord.—

merocies” Enoiously enable every one of us to know from
a

our own happy and continued experiénce, that “To be
spiritually minded is life and peace !”

2. Careful avoidance of sin, Indulgence ‘in that which
Jehovah forbids, as also disobedience to what He enjoins,
neocessarily causes Him to withhold the tokens of his favor.
So itis written, * Your sins have hid His face from you;”
and the admonition is given us, *‘ Grieve not the Holy

(Matth. vi. 21.) ¢ Whets treasure is there will your
heart be also,” plainly s us that our having the affec-

H | tions placed on heavenly things, furnishes decisive evidence
: that the bliss of heaven will be ours. 1If, then, we would

be joyful here, and assured of endless felicity hereafter, we

Spirit. of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of re- 3 Perseverance of the Saiuts.
val of must be spiritnal. demption.” This eaution includes, not only the avoidanve BY REV. C. H, SPURGEON.
Ship It is to be deplored that many persons who profess faith | of external immorality, but also that of every wrong
h "’g:} in Christ, instead of *¢ cleaving to the Lord with purpose of | temper of mind, as ** all bitterness, and anger, and wrath, “They eball never rerish.” QCertain gentlemen who cannot
t from heart,” soon become remiss in spiritual exercises and and cla:nour, and evil speaking, with all malice.” 8o the

Christian duties, and, engrossed with earthly cares and | Psalm

endure the dootrine of final perseverance maoage to slip away

ist says, * If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
pleasures, conform to the world, and indulge jn ** foolish

trom the vext sentence, ** Neither shall any pluck them out of '

will not hear me.” (Isa, lix. 2; Eph. iv. 20-31 ; Ps. lxvi. my haods,” and suggest, * but they may get ot themselves.”
ACIE talking and jesting, which are not convenient,” and conse- 18,) ' No, no, no, because the text says, * They shall never perish,”
g quently lose their religious enjoyment, and their confidence| - 3, The devotional study of the holy Beriptures. Some|Oar present sentence wbich we bave now in hand puts aside all
Hats of hope. The deleterious effect of such a course is depicted | men are required, for the benefit of others, as well as suppositions of every kind sbout the destruction of one of
?itwd by the devout Dr. Owen under a similitude to the following | themselves, to study the inspired Oracles eritically ; and | Christ's sheep. * They shull never perish.” Take each word,
o effect :—Qases have sometimes oceurred in which a man has | all should strive to obtain as correct and full a knowledge |+ They shnl never perish.” Some of their votions may, some
Leady- been obliged to flee out of one kingdom into another to|of theiwr true import as they can ; since none can profit. by [of their experiences may, but TaEY never shall, That which _
ot i save his life. Should such & one hasten with all speed till that which they do not understand. But it is the devotional | is the essence of the man, his true soul, his inwsrd ronewed i
Stock he judged that he had probably crossed the line between reading of the sacred word which is especially conducive to | nature, shall never be destroyed. See, then, Christian, you
s the two kingdoms, and then instead of ressing on to a fine

spiritual &ro?ority. Our Lord who bade the Jews to
e

may be deprived of the promise. The promise is not that the
** search

criptures,” prayed for his disciples, *¢ Sanc.

country, where he might live comforta l{ and safely, he
nay

ship shall ot go to the bottom, but that the passcogers shall
should stop, and remain on the confines, ery barren |tify them through thy trath,” and added, * Thy word is|get to the shore, The promise is not that the house shall not
place, where he must live in povm‘{. and in continued fear | truth.” 8o God enjoins on believers, ** Lot the word of ge buroed ; the pledge is that you who are in the house shall
) - as to the safety of his situation, would 1ot his folly be great ? | Christ dwell in you richly, in a!l wisdom :” and Peter says {cscape. ‘* They shall vever perish,” Take another word : &
and. Similar to this, bus still greater, is the folly of a professor |* As new-born abes desire the sincere milk of the word, | They shall vever perish.” They shall very near it per-
 Hali- of religion who does not exercise ** diligence to the full as- |that ye may grow thereby.” (Jno. xvii. 17; Col. iii, 16; baps. They shall lose their joys and their comforts, but “they
m surance of hope unto the end.” (Heb. vi. 11, 12; 2 Pet.|1 Pet. ii. 9. shall never perish.” The lite in them shall never be starved
RUGS 'L 8-11)) ; As ““all cr:ttnro is given by inspiration of God, and|out. nor beaten out, nor driven out. If you onoe got loaven
Pphes 3. The &o:uuion of a spiritual mind is also highly con- |is profitable,” the whole should Ke attentively and repeat- [into a pieoe of bread you canuot get it out; you may boil, you
* ducive to the welfare of Z&n It tends to preserve her Y perused by every person ; but the devotional parts are | may fry it, you may bake it, you may do what you liks with

citizens from immorality of conduct, and from strife which lguly adapted to promote the spiritual welfare of be-|it, but the leaven is in it and you canoot get it out. Get the
» I8 18 very liable to exist among those that are carnal,” and

. , evers, Religious books that accord with tho teaching of | soul saturated with the graco of God, and you can never eradi..
ce, is exooodingly detrimental to the interests of a Christian | the Bible, may also be read with profit. oste it, The man himeelf shall never perish. He may think
(1 Cor. iii. 8,4 ; James iii. 14-16.) A spiritual| 4. Regular attendance at public worship. Paul cautions | be shall, the devil way tell him he shall, his comforts may be-

believer is disposed to ** pray for the peace of J erusalem,” [ us against “forsaking the assembling of ourselves to other, | withdrawn, he may go to his deathebed full of doubts and fears.

O. to labor for her ptoozu'ity. to *“be clothed with humility,” | as th

¢ manner of some is.” Asaph was almost overw elmed | about himsclf, but ho shall never perish, Now, this is either
aud to “‘endeavor to keep the unity of the Bﬁirit in the bond | with temptations to re
' thale of peace.” (Ps. oxxii. 8-9; 1 Pet. v, 5;

pining, and even to infidelity, “until [irue or it is not. You who think it is not true tell thy Lord:
ph. iv. 1-4.)~ | he went into the sanctuary;” and there he obtained relief and #0; but 1 believe it is a most sure and infallible fact, for Jeho-
usual By such a*course coupled as it it naturally is with a readi. consolation, and lound.irt’“ good to draw near to God.” So|vah says it. I do not know how it is that they do not perish,
% ness to, contribute for the advancement of Ohrist's Thomas sustained great loss, remaining in doubt and dark- | is is a wondrous thiog ; but they it is all & mervel from first
" 0o cause, its interests must atly promoted. mess for a whole week, by reason of h noglecting to meet [ to Jast, Now take the word “ never.” We bave shown how
4. It excites to earnest e’:u or the salyation of souls, | with the other disciples, who were glad when they saw the long the preservation endures : * They shall never perish, "~
noss, any persons who entertain the hope that they are going [ Lord,” and he too became spiritual and Joyful when he met| Ob ! but perbaps they may be ussruited in quarters where
- N :ﬁ heaven, seem regardless of the everlasting welfare o with them. (Heb. x, 25. Ps. lxxiii. 2, 17, 24, 28. Jno.
—

08¢ around them. Indeed, some professors of piety ap-

: they least expeot it, or they may be beleagured by tempta-
pi P- |xx. 24, 26-28;) If believers would be spiritnal, lup.x.
g’ Pear to imagine that it is incumbent only on the ministers |and useful, let '

tion,”  * They shall never perish,” “Well but s man may
let them reverence and improve the Sabb be & obild of God und yet g0 to nell." How so, if he can.
i of On to use any means for tho conversion of sinners. attend me for » prayer, conference, and de- | never perish? Why, that * never” includes time and mm'i‘t{
ont of But this is o oious error. The first Christians when voﬁoﬁdm in general, as frequently as may be in/it inoludcs living and dyirg, it includes the mount and the val..
Is : o ' b Poution, *‘ went ev here ir power, Let them never, under any pretext, absent|ley, the tempest and the oulm, « They shall never perish.”
- g“&ing the word.” "Paul cha the members. of the t.hw#mm the Lord's table. | LA e
h, L?ﬂhno::mi? L B .l"{: ?P.”dh' = e 'l“kth“ ) z.“m 4 a‘d "‘.;‘M rayer, 0:: lﬁ‘izﬁg‘l] Father Ko;u by c’bc eternal hand "
i _those to ** shine as n the |speaks to us in His w wemﬂ y prayer;
. n the mld;llddhg forth the word of life.” (Aots viii 4; : comn with through the influence | Boneath the wings of the Almighy God t with its pesti.
e 1 Cor. xv. 58 ; Phil; ii. Jut wh j'( of the Diy pirit, by faith in Christ. (3 Pet, i, 21, 5 v -
Jos-

irit, lence cannot smite them, and day with its oares cannot dm
2 .. Jno, xiv. 18.) The ides of li Y ,M;-‘mh with its passions shall be sately passed ; m

is rﬂlmu ¥ of ith all its whirl ot Mmlhllhuigudhm
life wit “Im::h.P“ 'nwoulr m:,uumw-mnwﬁummwamli
oty, fervent prayer, both in secret and in death’s gloomy vale shall be tup with the coming splendor ;:
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