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But Aunt Ruth. was not perfect, th
admiring g dl.mmlmmﬂﬁ )
fault in her. 1 wish I wag ¢ r

o8 you;” raid her neice, aft

oug

v

* by grace alone.” Christ is the only model
the sole perfeot example ; follow him.”
* But I cannot thiok of you as a sinner

auntie ; I never see you do or feel wrong; and i 2 of | ‘
you are always 2o bappy, while’tbe conscious- { what has been termed the * wissing link” in

ness of sin makes one wretched

“ That I am uot tempted to actual aud out- | labors'hidve been attepded
broken tranbgression is dae Alice, to the ‘Di. | results that none but the cold-hearted mis-
vite mercy. Sins of thought  and feeling, aothirope can sy aught of the plan, but in
God, who knows the heart and sees it not as | warm approval and’ r t
man seeth, beholds in me daily. - But though! The Roman Catholic Church Has had no
such- offence ought to and does humble ‘me, scruples in employing female :
yet it is only sin wnrepented ot and uaforgiv- rying forward her miission in the ‘subjugation

en that could make me wretohed™ »

“ How can that be, Aunt Rath ? "Will you [ his' review of * Ranke’s Histo

explain it?

“ How is ii wiﬁ a child and its earthly pae| « Rven for feimite” dioRihinaie s i
rent, Alice ? The little one has disobeyed, gency there is a place in

and thus displeased a kind and good father.—
So loog as the ohild is stubborn-and unsubdued

the consciousness of the disobedience and of | than ordinary zeal for the propagation of religion

the parent’s displeasure only makes it sullen
and wretched ; ‘but if, with confession and
penitence, the offender seeks a father’s pardon

i .~ " | new schism. If a pious and benevolent woman
and'is restored to the embrace of his loving

arms, is he vot happy? :

-WIF it is thus with our earthly relations,
shall it sot be niuch more so with out heaven-
ly Father aod his sionicg ohildren ? True,
our sins are base and black - ingratitude; we
should heartily repent of and abhor them ; bat
we should f’let them kéep us away irom our
Father in beaven; no, not for & moment.—
Sorry and ashamed and covéred with ecnfusion
as we may be on account of them, we should
only fly the more quickly o' the open arms of
our loviag and forgiving Savionr, who has
promised to wash them away in  his atoning
blood, and to bestow on each penitent believer
justification and peace. It was to pardoned
sinvers that the exhortation was addressed,
‘ Rejoice evermore.’

“ While the sweet experience of Divine for-
giveness makes us happy, it also increases our
abhorrence of sin. The more we see and fee)
the great love ot God in pardoning and saving
us, the more careful we shall be not to grieve
and displease him ; and this will 1éad us to
more diligent study of his will, and more fer-
vent prayer for grace and strength to do or
suffer it. Thus all our experience should lead
us to feel as the poet sang :

¢ Nearer my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee.’

“ Denr aunt you bave thrown light on my
dark path, and I wish others could hear you
explain how we may * live near to God.’”’—
American Messenger.
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Woman, in the Christian Church.

From an examination of the ssered Serip-
tures, both Old and New Testaments it,
would sppear that in ancient and' in more
modern times the work of God has frequently
been materially aided by women. In num.
erous instances & woman has been the most

romioent person. In former days we
ve o Miriam, a Deborah, and a Huldah and
several others standing out in bold relief
upon the historic page. In the later are
the Marys and the holy women trom Gallilee,
who followed vur Lord and ministered to him,
besides *“Phebe ousr sister which ia &. servant

of the church at Cenchres, and others, who |d

appear as “ helpers” to the Apostles and
to the churches in grimitivo times,

All experience that the Gospel is
pot without its mission for woman as well 'as

for man in extending the Gospel among the|C

heathen nations, as well as in getting ite holy
priociples to permeate th all classes of
society in womivally  christian lands.—
Moshein in his Eoolesiastioal History, Ceut,
L eap. 2. seo. 10, says, ** churches elected
deaconesses, mistrons or women of eminent
sanctity who also mioistered to the necessi.
ties of the poor, and performed several other
offices that tended to order and decency in
the chutrch.” .

Alth ‘we have no special offices in our
churches for woman, it is not to
be therefore concluded that we have not the
same work to hdr in the Christisn church-
es of the present day that was pertormed b
her in former times. 1o every active, -du,l

&re now Wwomen who in warious ways render |!
similar servios as in those days were res : l‘
{ic'

d by such officisl pers
e condition of woman in heathen ooun-

agh the [ tries dibilities uoder whith aho |lowered the age t forty, hnd sherwards i ...xa’..\ made pablio o the columns of the
P J‘ ‘there ldbars; and which almost without ex. | farther reduced to twenty, si Poge i j Visitor, 1 |
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edonversation | partioipation in goepel privile » i8 & power-
already related, + Don’t, dear Alice ; don’t tul vindicatipn, Ayl R g

say go,” was the qaick and earnest  response. | propriety dnd '
“Lam asioner; and if a sioner saved, it is actively employed in carrying to them tﬁf
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ception ‘prevent ket froth obtaining a fall

| single women ‘as well W rove a proli d for f

8t widows being 'h"%imb o as:elgible. | oveudyation shd discunston, T
ey_were, In time, calle nuns, e er o : ! , ;
deaconesses continued in the East up to the Whi ¢ the mOfle adopted by our e
twelith century, butsic the West was discon. | POTALY © WB%’"E dmuotion of the O"f‘“"
vidued 1o the sixih.  That discontinuance was | 0il to'the public-~by mﬁ his own version,
partly owing to the fact. that the diacobate be-|instead of the I teelf—is oped to
came a more priestly office, and ag such women | most serious animadversion it was sufficient to
were th njlitﬁﬁt?(oinit-i- y

partly tothe dimi-|awaken suspicion of a desire existin to
nished need for their special functions, sccasioned | ; P 8

- “ ision *? : i
the state arrangements made for the poor by n:::il ‘::m:.“l Deoision™” to which ~the

nstantine, and by the general introduction of The Visi " b |
infant baptism, which, first appearing in Africa _ Ahe Vasuor of last week hss, a.t‘,”mg@,
iz_the . third cevotury, became general in the|given the ¢ Decision of the Council,” as it
fifth, iqnd h:n »erseded tbl:! necessity r«z ,:he}:r ser-. appkeured in our oolm;mt;. but the editor still
‘vices at t istry anc in preparation for it. | makes no correction of the wron impresssions
Deaconesses "l:‘:‘ rg"bﬁc‘f | 05‘"?"‘0‘”0 office. | o gave respecting the two brethfen mentioned

‘The work calléd the Apostolic Constitutions,” in his revious article, Why ? ¢
which was written about A.p, 800, contains the| Ou P S0DIemDOTas '.. hey “ gave & faith
beautiful form of pra er-used on such occasions, 1 ¥ . ‘E" e PSS S S—
—* Eternal God, l;atberﬁ of our: Lord Jesus| 2 report of the pr : 8o far as ‘h‘?
Christ, Creator of man and of woman; Thou [ appertained to the question of Dr. Pryor’s
' who didst fill with Thy Spirit Miriam, Deborah, guilt or innocense, hoping that autbority
ry of the|Hannah, and Huldab : bhou who didst vouch-| would soot be given to place the aotion of
| |tletoa woman the birth of Thy Obly begotten | the Couneil in full before our readers.”
. o ;g;‘;'w(;';';,“&j; Aathority ! from whom did he hope that
gates ; look-down now also upon this Thy band. 's"h."?‘" m_ld be given? , Was n‘? the
maid aad bestow on her the Holy Spirit, that | Decision publicly read before the (;l:nroh
she may worthily perform the work permitted | and 09081‘05.'!100 previous to the Coun-
to ber; to. Thy honour, and to the glorg of CLrist.”| ¢il being distolved 7 Why, the Editor
In modern times the ancient order of deaconess- u{n, & few lines below the above quotation,

es bas been revived by the Moravians and by : ¢ i g . ey .
the' Baptisi: chliroh ‘ai  Broatioea d, Bristol, a| .t 18 8 pazt of .our busivess, as the Messen |

A B ; ger ought to koow, to give timely and faithful
ferve 0 b regasded s » el e | 0POr o the prosesdings of all sommitees
Broadmead church more than two centuries ago m:at!ons, Conventions, Boetds. and Cmm-
orgavized itself on the apostolic model i cils, baving charge <of depominationel inter-

choosing a plurality of elders, together with|ests.” Whatthen does our brother mean by
deacons and deaconesses, The elders are called

de 0 'C | saying, * It does not appear by whose autho-
:ﬂ'"’?  Brozdmead Reco'd,'. by (be title of rity the Christian Messenger has given the
Countess of Huntingdon would have had a place | . mhlnl 51 °ll?“: aed teu‘ch%s, b?“?, m;‘&”‘:"“f document in question”’ ? Did not the reading
in the Calendar as St. Selina, and Mrg. Fry|i® © the * pastoral eldership. SNSRI, b publle make it public property? Ot

. Y | mémbers of the diaco te were over sixt rs ¥ P propersy
wauld be founder and first snperior of the Bles, | M€ W i v Ly course it .did, as he very well knows. It
sed order of the Sisters.of the Gaols.” of ags when elected, and are' described as. y y .

. “ widows or deaconesses.’’ The church at]is cnrioug that our brother does not perceive
We also find an interesting passage on this | Broadmead required them to engage pot to|the strange inconsistency of saying, * we
sabjest in an  Associational Circu’ar Letter marry aguin, and defined their duties to be the | were not suthoriged either by the Council or
by Rev. H. O. Leotard, M. A, of Edgbu-

care of the bodies and souls of the ‘sick and by the parties implicated to give the original
ton, Kagland. The writer BAYS poor. The office still survives in ‘this church P ‘ & g
“In spite of the admitted obscurity of the

Pty i Yl P
aud is suitably filled at the present momens by | °PY» & whilst he ‘.dm"’ ““. i I» bis

. one of ite olde’ot members, a lady who is :i duty—+ part of our business—to give time.

scriptural references to deaconesses, the balance | believe the only deaconess in the country out-|ly avd faithful reports of the proceedings of

of evidence leads to the conclusion that the |side the Moravian commaunities. Councils.’

female diaconate was of apostolic appointment.| It would be well if at the present time, when| We are sorry to find our friend giving way

It is possible that the women of 1 “Im. 8- 11

ero, as King James's translators imegined. (b ’b‘(’i““‘? °fl“ 'i":'h°°d'; i'feiﬂs ?ligelyh;g!t to petalance in treating of so grave a matter.
were, as King James’s translators imagin © {and variously met, our churches ‘would exhibit i doe

wives of deacons. It s possible that the widows | the divive provisic;n for this felt.need, by reviv- the lslisving pergTaNn. doye mot P i
of 1 Tim, 66 were merely the -necessitous

ing the female diaconate of the apostolic with the dignity it assumes :
widows supported by. the church, and that ,

charch.”
Phebe was called by 8t, Paul diaconos because
she served the church rather than becamse she
beld any disiinct official position in it; bat 3
careful examination leads to the opposite opinion,
confirmed as it d¢ by the universal Jjudgment
of early Christian antiquity.  In the tormer of
these: pasrages nothing is determined by the
word used in the original, which may with equal
propriefly be rendered “the wives” or % the
women,” but the whole connection is against the
former rendering. Timotby had nothing to do
with the choice of wives tor the deacons. © That
Was a' matter best left to their own private
judgment. In the whole passage St. Paul is
evidently giving directions to Timothy, which
might help him, as the deputy of the apostle, to
guide the choice of the churches. It will be
noticed that the gualifications required in the
women referred to are substantially the same as

if such were ngeded, of the
necessity » of . woman | bei

» | message of a Saviour's love and mercy.
The labors of - pious women a8 xJ'C‘SBibli
» {readers”.in_many of the larger towns of

Great Britain too, have of Jate years supplied
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the chain of the ohurch’s ogqnggxa. These
y such beneficial

Sl it e e

earty commendation.

- agency ‘in'car.

of the nations to papal rule. ‘Macaulay in

Popes” says of that Church :—

her system.  To devout women she assigng spir-
itual functions, dignitiés, ‘and magistracies. In
our country, if a noble lady is moved by more

the chance is, that, though she may disappruve of
no:one doctrine or ceremony of the Es:ablished
Churck, she will end by giving her name to a

an e D O o st BB . PP mm ak S e ass BB

enters the cells of a prison to pray with the most
unbappy and degraded of her own sex, she does
s0 without any authority from the charehy® N
line of action is traced out for her ; and it is wel)
if the Ordinary does nos complain of the intro-
sion, and if the Bishop does not shake his head
at such irregular, benevolence. At Rome the
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“Our bro, Messenger way assume the

Whilst we place the above before our|right, if he think proper to do so, to say as
readers and would invite the brethren and|t0 When and what we ehall publish ; but we
sisters-in our churches to a serious considera- | 8T wot sufficjently docile to acknowledge any ‘
tion of this subject, we have no intention of | uch right on his part, and therefore we must R
proposing that any cficial order shall be in. | beg ta be allowed to follow ‘the diotates of
troduced with'any vow or peculiarity of habit, | our own judgment and Gonewienes in all that
as has been done in the Roman Catholic|appertains to personal responsibility.”

Church, and by some Romanising Protestants. ' .
Benefits have doubtless sriaeng frons atdh If our brother of the Visitor had the right

why did he not publish the document itself
really sseking 10 do gted o bs s, 5998 ingtend of something slae whidh b shoces
bodies of tbe%r fellowgomtum ~The ad diguily by calliog it * a faithful sepots,’?. for
tion of a peculiar dress is sa pooed. to b?; 8 perpom, asis would appear, of giving, the
Pmtectionpto such ladies in ptheir* visits of | PUVIS ® difforent impression thau i%s. Kniy
charity. -But we think its.disadvantages far| " ® osision Surll- soald have giv, Snd .
outwoiéh Ms-boolas. 8 that before the church bad had time to act in

L gl |

Y o O

a
g g : ; : terence to it. We wenture to affirm thas h
the qualifications expected in the deacons. The All that we intend to enmcourage in our| ™ °rem i
werg firet of all likopt‘;:cetm tobe “ grave.” Nox’t sisters is a greater readiness 1o g:.me in the-editor of the Visitor couk! not, by any ¢
the government of the tongue is relerred to, but Cbristian work, especially on behalf of thejr | *™000¢ of pressure he could bring to bear on
whereas the deacons were :o be “ not double. ¢ ’erel s, the bat t | the members ot the 0000011, get them to en~ 0
tongued,” a vice which pertains to men rather|°"® 5¢X. DOt merely amongst paor Dut 10 f 5 ree his versicn of their verdiet, and pro- t
than women, the deaconesses were to be ** not | SPeak of Ch!‘." 45 8 friend and &vnonl" oo all nounce it *a faithful report.”” No, not even
slanderers,” a weakness, which in the judgment | Proper occasions, and so to shew that with wo- the five brethren who with him were chosen 0
of the apostle, belongs to woinen rather than | man exists an amount of latent power, when by D PN himself to adjudieate in th C
m?q. M'I;bo other quall;ﬁcltiona, “ o%briety " and | earnestly employed and wisely direoted, that m,: m:' ‘;{:“"’ Sesrd - of ': jn?go i: sn;
* faithfulness,” are the same, an oot 2| wi 1 : v " s 2
similarity of office. ; Suse t'hglm :? l;:h:ﬁ:h for the glory of God aud tribupal leaving the beach and publishing d
iletoood pamge bas given 1S 1o greasf M oA O ML Il this| "hat be imagines * perfeotly. harmonisee in .
difference of opinion, and it would be impossible 8 : gty eentiment’ with a sentence dccided vpon by P
to discuss it briefly and et adequately. The/beare on the action of the recent Baptist Coo- the full benoh of judges, instead of the sent.
question raised is whether the widows there | VBLIOD 10 accepting a Christian sister to B%| anco itself ? The following may be taken s 2
referred to were deaconesses or simply recipients [ forth with an experienced lady to Burmah as : ¢ th /oct‘ J be i
of the charity of the charch. It is alleged in |sheir missionary to the heatheo. - We trus it | °®® 'p“,l Me0 ¢f the porjéct Asrmeny botwemn h
::Pm‘ a:e'h' f‘:lmﬂ 'i:':v 'di'h gt:lt force, | may awaken earnest prayer on their bebalf | t2® tWO° ::
at 1 apostie meant to dewcr: widows |, oogst the brethren and sisters and produce| THE “ visiToRm's” DECISION OF THE ~
e, v S i e o e el by g b | R, :
refused church support to mecessitous widows|800Y &t home, : % The Coumocil wn “It js at the same A
less than sixty years of age, to those who came animously decided thattime the opinion of the , .
short of the qualifications ‘there deseribed, and | i mdt P{JOT :u; Emc&m ?&Prw:
to those who were not. pared to remain single. | * be ” ' | S0CWN & great wan SOWD  great wan
Probably - the ' ‘middle view, -u;mn‘?y e b De(;::n?:‘ s <omb discretion in bis mannerfof dibcretion in the by
onybeare, is nearest to the truth, that the . |regarding a single case|character of hu”!mu to it
wido::d spoken o‘(i were dm?ne-u, that js to| = We are not desirions of ing in a :;M viitation,hra. MoMillan, é
say, iact daties to perform in the ‘ 1 - LR ' :
of th chrgh, bat that (o choice of tum “é"‘mmhe-::d ;on,-,,"mm'::q ' tl:;e mxwmr “d-‘ho The ., isalios arn 1he
might naturally fall on thoss  whoss widowed | " e late Banied ot TS it g HalifD: | Visitor's. : i
condition might otherwise entitle them to church |f the late Ecclesiastical Council o Halifax, ¢ ! " ‘
oy , of which he was a member. If wo were wa| ‘A comparison of the two documents wil -
w duty :of deaconesses in the primitive | might find abundant materisl for so doing, shew other contrasts, '- t
ch,. | Wembers -and | It 18 doubtful if the eause of righteousness| The' editor of the Visitor seems to think »
o a#|and soriptural church order would be sub. | that the publieation of the Decision verbatim o
served by sach a prooseding. We abominate |is not in good taste. He says « As' the put- ‘ w
Yo | matters of this mmroqzmi:s in the publio| ting the names of females in print in sach
| prints, es ly when they relate to sots of | conuection does nos seem to us. in taste, *
plive. 'We like straightforward, | we should have referred sim ving their °‘
bonorable dealing and are willing to meet initials,” &o, * We reply, We had no choice, -
that basis; but when a person )y |weo must either publish the Desision as a ol
rae we much prefer to let him alone, | whole or not at all, We dare not alter the r
tage has been taken of our disposition| dooument. We should willingly have omitt- d
&ﬁmn&o&cﬁﬁumm-‘ﬁ-‘ ed the names referred to, should have 4




