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THE OHKIS1IAN MESSENGER. Octoszs 16, 1867, 

‘ouths’ Department, 
BIBLE LESSONS. 

Sunday, October 13th, 1867, 
Aoxs xxiv. 14-27 ;: Felix trembled. Esther i. 1-11; 
Mordecai and Esther. 

Recite—CoriNTHIANS xi. 24-27. 

Sunday, October 20th, 1867. 
Acrs xxv. 1-16: Paul accused betore Festus, 
Esther ii. 12-28: Esther made Queen. 

Reette—Psarm 133, 

The Door that is always open. 

A friend of the chaplain bad been epeaking 
to the childien, aid at the close of the services 
a young man, much affected, come to him snd 
said, ** I will tell you an incident that you cap 
relate when you talk to children,” 

There was a piovs mother in New Hampshire 
~-a widow, with an only son. The mother’s 
heart was bound up in this bdy. Every thing 
she could do to make bim bappy was done ; apd 
@bove all, she sought to keep bim frém bad 
company, and to Jead bim to Jesus, that be 
might become bis disciple. The boy had a lov. 
ing Leart, and God bad given bim one of the 
best of mothers, but be dnfortunately found 
bad associates, and gave bimeelf up to their 
counsels, to the greas grief of bis seflerin 
mother. 

Finally the lad was induced to run away. 
He directed bis course to the sea coast and 
shipped co board a vessel for a long voyage. 
From this be exchanged to another, so that it 
was ivll three years before be returned to hie 
native land. During this time, as it often Lap- 

ns, the “prodigal” boy came to bimsell, 
e remembered the prayers of the devous old 

mwotber in New Hampebire, He sought and 
obtaired a Bible, to read over agein the Berip- 
tures which she bad so often read to him. Wiih 
8 broken beart be bsked the torgivences of bis 
beavenly Father, and determined to tdke the 
first opportunity to return to the howe of his 
mother, and relieve the apxiety thas he knew 
must be crushing ber heart. Perhaps sbe bad 

Greadfol blow which bis con- 
duct bad inflicted ppon ber | How this terrible 
thoug bt quickened bis conviction of bis sins and 
bis penitence belore God. Immediately upon 
reaching port snd securing bis dischagge, be 
started for bis New Hampshire bome, “It was 
late in the evening when be reached his native 
village. With what a burried step and beati 
heart he turped bis course to bis mother's 
cottage | He could see no light from the win 
dows as he approached the bouse. What tum- 
ultuous thoughts filled bis beart! Was she 
still alive! Would ber worn face, if living, 
show the consequences of bis misconduct | How 
would she receive him | 
He 1kought she bad probably retired for the 

ight if still at bome. He would go rownd to 
the outer door, be said to bimeell, and see if it 
was open, but would not make a noise to dis 
torb her, if she bad gone to ber vest. The 
door opeped silently under bis hand. He 
ed on 10 the door of the sitting-room, and try. 
ing carefully the latch, it apswered at once to 
bis touch. The movement was so quiet that 
the only occupant of the room remained undis 
turbed. There sat bis mother by the fireside 
with ber Bible closed in her lap. Sbe bad ey: 
idenily just arisen from ber knees, The tender, 
tearful lace told sooner, and surer than vords 
for whom that evening prayer bad been offcred, 
Stepping quietly across the room, the boy (or 
rather the young map, for thiee years and 
rough exercice bad made a great change in Lis 
appearance,) kneeled down and buried Lis face 
ia bis wotber’s Jap. He could only say, 
* Motber forgive me |” He felt the touch of 
ber trembling band upon bis bead, and the si. 
lent dropping of ber tears, Bhe pressed him 
to her Leart, and kneeling by bis side, thanked 
God that a mother's prayers bad been an 
swered. 

Alter recovering a little from the mingled jo 
and sorrow of the hour, the boy twining Lo bis 
mother, said to her, 
i Did you know that your door was wnlock- 

“ Oh yes I" was the answer, 
“ Don’t you think it & risk te bave your door 

unlocked eo late in the evening, as you are so 
far from the village 7" 
“That door’ the mother answered, # has 

not beer locked for three years, Binee the 

ave continued Joey for him, sod expect. 
ing bis return, 1 bave left the door open, #0 
it be came in the night, as | thought he might, 
be wopld know that J wes waiting for him. 
The brokeu:-bearted, but doubly forgiven son —forgiven of Ged and of hig injured mother— 

could only respond with tears 10 this touching evidence of the vpguen: power of 8 moth- 
er's love, He had grievovsly sinned, but the 
door of forgiveness aud of affection had never 

eon Hy ie fi love, en 
bad been loft unfastened and bad remained un. 
he day and pight watil the prodigalls re- 
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“ All beaveu is waiting to resound 

~Zion'’s Herald, ob 

disposition,” said Mr. C 

“ He is a ca 

does more good 

larly discreet man. 

dove. When hb 

fortable state of mind in 

attention,” 

“The secret of bis po 

soul,” 
* The consecration of th 

require them to use the 

thing adapted to do harm, 

the dialect of the wicked 

of Christ. 

0 
“ What is his een fo ves industrious | ™ind a dokery, tops novelties, which, grati- 

in bis business, and is also, 1 trust a laborer 
iogetber with God, He is a useful man.” 

Ln 8 zigons pores Ag 4 who i? the bive of our errors and misloriupes ?"— 
than be does.” 

“ I bave seen some who were always bringin 
in the subject of religion on all occasions, an 
it seemed to me they did more harm than good, 
Men get a prejudice against religion 
it thrust on their uitention at all times, 

“ That is true, lojudicions conversation on 
the subject of religion oiten does barm, ‘This 
mab never offends in that way, 

ift of : Son is a doty incon bent on all his followers, | T°" glenmed tn the hight 
Tbe consecration may not require every one to : peak 0 mep mohers Hho Chrivt pt heels tly a8 of neatly-framed prints and pictures. The room 
the carpenter above mentioned did ; but it will 

ift of speech 
times in accordance with bis will. 
vent all foolish talking that is mot suitable to 
the purity apd digpity of the Christiag char 
acter, It will prevent all depreciatory, not to 
say slanderous, remarks respecting others, Ji 
will prevent all careless and inaccurate state. 
ments, It will prevent the utierance of any: 

shoul 

Comsecrating the gift of Speech. 

Mr. Cooper was sitting under the shade of a 
large elm in front of ro) dwelling 
with a visitor from a neighboring towp, 
sun was getting low, 8 labor 

visitor, refering to the countepsnce of the la PRY 

“ Yes, his ‘countenance is the index of bis] £etimste of 

He is a singu- 
He bas much of the wis 

dom of the serpent, with the harmlessness of the 
e was converted be was 

His jamily wae 10 poor health; and it 
100k all bis means and time to provide for them 
the pecessaries of lite, He bad po money to 
do good with, He said he bad nothing but the 
gift of speech to deycte to Christ, and he seemed 
to bave lived under the babitusl impression 
that the chiel use of bis topgue was tp speak 
for Christ. He bas certainly used that gift very 
judiciously and very efficiextly. He is never 
obtrusive, and never leaves one in an uncom: 

of what 
be bas ssid to bim. 1 bave mever heard any, 
not even the enemies of religion, find fale with | R*P® 
him for bringing the subject of religion to their 

 » He mist be a very pedo I think, ip | from shining brasses, danced merrily 
the’ abounding love cf Christ ‘which fills bis |B" over & well-swept bearth-stone. "Tossing 

und speech that cannot be condemned is a 
great desideratum. Christians generally do pot 
differ sufficiently from men of the world ‘in the 
gift of speech, Not that they should 
religious dialect, or oflend in any degree 

PO | be courtesies of life. Xhoy not ad 
ut should use the 

gilt of speech at all times according to the will 

- rr 

ments, in litefature ¢ 

lamentable extent. 

web, and more silly you 
Opie by its loolery. 
t 

clown 7 
cern that the pleasure-seckin 
and the quasi worship of the 
pr on sensational 
Noncow 

senting preacher drew large 

Whilst a third sought pops 

elk 3 7 
are for ws.” 

laril 
the walls with the most r will 
ing deliverances, Within the last few w 

Sensationalism_ in the Pulpit, 

On this subject the Christian World says ;— 
Everyone has observed the growing sensation. 
aliem of the present age. In business, in amuse 

{ is the first and grand 
object kept in view. That which will moat 
quickly awaken surprise, horror, sorrow, joy, 
or any other emotion, is in the greatest request. 
Blovdin, Etbardo, Leotard, perilling their lives, 
gather eager crowds, Novels and 
enter as closely as decency will admit, into the 
glaring crimes of society, secure thousands of 
enthusiastic readers. This same spirit is per: 
vading the professedly Christian Church to a 

the Established Church 
it is most fully manifest. We tee it in the mil. 
livery apd bufloonery of ritualism, Billy 

bere is 
Juvenile mind could at once 

of the weekday, 
bbath, were but 

mity we seeih api develop! 

tleman has been som d reach 
Bediosshire whose dni oi that he 
is * the smallest living ) only one 

gs Fag drnid ha ely ort of gentleman who discourses L ” 

) conversing 
maa prssed| 89d 10 all men beneficial bas been wrought 

them, on bis way bome. He bowed to Mr, | those who neither intended nor knew the g 
Cooper who returned the salutation. A : “A countenance, that)’ said the |PrY/er Soo sgavey ¢ lait right to trade on the 

by baving 
” 

ch to 

at all 
It will pre. 

adopt » 
against 

ms that 

wo- 
men, are being led 

e do pot wonder that 
child who was taken on the Saturday 

antomime, and on the Bunday to the Hi 
wrch, hae the parept, 

to a 

In 
J ng itself 
in other ways. It is not long since that a Dis: 

audiences to hear 
* a setmon in blank verse.” Then another an. 
nounced, “a sermon in words of one syllable 

placarding 
titles of ensu- 

the attack of the scoffer? That good may be 
done by a sermon in blank: verse, or a sermon 
from a Lilliputian, or a sermon illustrated 
RUE, Se yen pi ts, we p oe 

ny. That a convert ze fighter, a dwarf, 
or ¢ gion bas a right to preach the. Gospel, if 
be feel called thereto, cannot be questioned. A 
olden harvest may be reaped from grain sown 

an ignorant, diseased, enfeebled sower. 
in well observes, * Much of what is great 

they did,” But should the Church of Christ 

former ion, or the present size, age, or 
reacher ? we not lower man's 

ministerial) employment, w 
of all others, is the most honourable and solemn 
One thing is certain, we foster in the public 

colour of t 

fied once, must be fcllowed by others still more 
surprising. Thus we shall dwari men's mental 
faculties, and,—what will be * the queen bee 

we sbiall rob the simple Gospel “of ite influence 
and the good old paths of their attractions, 

- Whe old Organ-player. 

Christisn character is one of the best safe. 
guards against poverty, and always belps to 
make even poverty respectable and comfortable. 
Dr. Guthrie gives a striking illustration of this 
in'a sketch of his pastoral visits, He says: 

1 bad met little else than sights of dirt, pov. 
erty aud misery, in all shapes and forms. In 
one large building, swarming with inhabitants, 
1 bardly found a family who enjoyed the ordin- 
ary comforts of life, or made any profession of 
religion. It was depressing, I way say, beart. 
breaking work. Baddened and weoried, and 
wearied because saddened, 1 at length opened a 
door, to be as much astonished as the traveller 
when be lights ‘on an dasis amid the desert 
sands. 
The door d en an apartment lighted b 

windows w and clean, neither pate with 
r, nor stofled with rage, nor crus ed with 

dirt like bottles of old wine ; a floor white with 
weehking and sprinkled with yellow sand, stretch. 
ed to the fireplace, where the flames, i wre 

in ¢ 

on a screen bung a pair ol English blankets in 
awple folds ; the furniture, polished like a mir. 

a cheerful fire, and 
around the whitewashed walls bung a variety 

had an aspect of tidivess and comfort anywhere 
pleasant to see, bul there surprising. And I 
remember, as if it were yesterday, - saying to 
myself before 1 bad crossed the thr or 
bo one question, This is the house of a 
church-going family | Boit proved to be. It 
was 8 Bethel; God was in that place; 
and though, like the patriarch, I was in a sors 
of wilderness, this pleasant sight was a realit 
—no vision, like the ladder and angels of his 
dresm, : 

Those who knew Edinburgh some five and 
twenty years ago, may r et an old wan 
with a face frightfully scarred by small pox, and 
his gray head swathed in yards ol flannel, who, 
sat the live-long day at the top of the mound, 

inding music, of a kind, from a barrel organ. 
and bis wile, a decent couple, belonged to 

my church; and bow pleased was | to find that 
tbls bright, comfortable room was the organ 
ist’s home, Blind among neighbors who labored 
under no such disadvantage and deprivation, 
his was the only house there where dirt might 
be excused, and signs of poverty expected, It 
was remarkable by their absence ; and the ke 
to this material difference lay in the moral dif. 
ference between him and and his neighbors, 
They never went to church ; be did. They 

bad no respect for the Sabbath ; be kept it boly 
onto the Lord, They had no religion; he was 
a wan of devout habits. They indulged their 
vices ; be practised the virtues of Chy ianity, 
Bo, even in this world, bis religion was of more 
advantage to him than their eyes were to them, 
Is made him careful, and frugal, and temperate, 
This, though bis only means of maintenance 
was the charity of such Samaritans as did not 

by on the other side, be lived amid com- 
t 10 a good old 

his death, not only the memory of an honest 
and vpright life, but moneys in the bank mot 
very much short of two hundred pounds sterling. 
“ Godliness is 

which is to come.” 

God counts, 

A brother and sister were playing in the din. 

es on the tea-table, 
* How nice they look 1" said the boy, reach. 

ing to take one, His sister earnestly “objected 
and even drew back bis band, r ting that it 
dr ppsines their mother's direct 

went out, 

“ But perhaps God did,” answered the sister, 
Bo be withdrew from the tem 

sitting down, seemed to meditate, * You are 

age, and left bebind him | "8 ° *Paving mercy, 

table unto all things, baving | our prayers, our doi 
the promise of teytiv that now is, and of tw, ah g J - ty ; ngs, or our fee 

to the soul, 

did vot count them,” said be. Joes 10 the believer's lip, and bid his 
ptation, and, | heaven or earth sfford | 

One rainy Sunday ben he unwell persisted in attending char, hi g og Fong cuse for «aon rashness,— 
le the ‘weather fair, I would stay at ere tay bowe ; but. since it is foul, I must 804 lest 1 be to countenance, by my exampl oes ocr gy Torting Frivial Te! 

rances keep vs back from public bp. - The spirit which animated him may well be Re to Brio rahe are hog for vial reasons to absent the es ublie worship on the Lord's day, ; oon 
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HoLvaY Exencises ror Young Lapiss AT 

ING X18 70 DO.~THEOLOGY.—1. Do you think that corates are sufficiently awake to { 
duties 8a croquet players ? 2, For what reg oe you Hieh » rion gated 1 8 You 

as aristocratic, 
a second reason for this view, in addition he fact that Patristic means Patrician Se 4 D between a moveable feast an 

Friday? 6, State w 
snd if so, whether the persons who educated you bave since removed to an asylum, 7, Are ou aware that when in Scotland you are a nter? 8, Do you not think that a bishop's wile ought to have a title? 9, If you were a parochial clergyman’s wite, shoold you think i Wiser to insult your Dissenters, or to treat them with silent contempt? 10, Show that tho bh there is no objection to complaining loudly if a Pe gives fog Ah extra ten minutes, it Vulgar te express impatience at detained at the Opera until 1,80. Punch, wy 

A minister once prayed in the pulpit “ the Lord would bless the co sas: poip on bled, and that portion oi it which was on the way togchurch, and those who were at Lome getting ready to come, and that in bis infinite patience be would grant the benefit of the bene- diction to those who reached the house of God justin time for that,” The vi. succeded in breaking vp a bad babit whic resisted 
all legitimate appeals, ieee 

It is a fine yi OF wl: the Country. Parson, 
vellin to ripen without 8, to reach the calm. ness of age and yet keep the warm heart and ready with the sympathy of youth, 

Oring THE BrA,—Ap experienced sea.ca tain writes that be has been a for Ieath eight years, the master of a vessel for the last ten years, and during that time be saved the vessel under his command twice by, « oiling the sea,”” He writes that * When the magter of a ship cannot get out of a storm——that is, when a ship is disabled and he has to take the heft of the gale—if he bas oil on board, let him start two or three gallons over the side of the shi This will give the ship smooth water to wings ward, and then the oil aliowed to run drop by Y | drop is all that is required ; for as soon as the sea comes in contact with the oil it breaks, and the ship is in smooth water a long as the oil is allowed torun. In 1864, in the heaviest gale of wind 1 ever saw, I lost all m sails, then the rudder ; and | knew the vessel could not bave ridden the sea for an botr, if 1 had mot bad oil on board. Five gallons of oil lasted we fifty-six hours, and this saved the vessel, car. 29, and lives on board," Scientific American, 

GOLDEN WORDS FOR DAILY USE, 
Selected from C, H. Spurgeon's * Morning b 

; Morning g ev 

_ Ocroser, 20 Swnday. He hath not dealt 
with ue atter our sins, Psa, ciii, 10, 
Every mitigating circumstance is 

even the os. hea, ge themselves oy acd Fro 

our profit, 
21. Monday. 14 is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, Lam, iii, 22. 
Is this world we must expeot tribulati both various and grievous, but Eh can never be equal to our deservings, and i always becowes us to 

: #2. Tuesday, Looking unto Jesus, Heb, xii, 

We shall never find happiness by lookiug at 
not what we are, ing gL 

48 Wednesday. Bown a natural body, raised » 
opis itual body, 1 Cor, xv. 44, 

Blessed is death, since it, through the Divine disrobe armen ; ing room, when their mother set a basket of ot Afra AL Ke of hed ruption, 
we ment, 

24 Thursday. ‘The glory which thou gavest 
we 1 bave given them, John xvii, 93, 

Obrist bath pnt the ‘flagon of his love and 
rink on 
p oan Lo 

ever. What truer proof of 

25. Friday. ‘Our heart shall rejoice in Him, r 4 od smn Bhs fo pt ber with a cheer 1p ii a1. 
od does count; for the he wT (he hie of sur eek arial) nem 

—— 

Inclement Sundays. 

in the 
Bleed fast, thet Clrimians 

with a 

ried | ' day wae the delight of Avebbich.| light, Zech, xiv. 7, ~~ Bi Re Th Re et sins fo 7 [4 wou ir to 's bouse of the fire of yout gove, but the more real h when bis bedy was intr | Sumas of arent ip remain hgh 

THE SEA 81DK, WHEN THEY HAVE GOT NOTH. 

mie. %., Why would yen sot be married ops | ber you are a Ritualist, 

a4 means of grace used by our gracious Father for 


