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lncohllllency;

I pray, “ Thy will be done I""
I strive to do ;

I talk about the narrow way:
The broad pursue,

t As-l forgive, torgive me, Lord,”
This is my cry :

While in my heart unpardoned wrong
Uuburied lie,

I call myself a friend to.Him,

~ The Crucified :

1 lead a life of selfish ease ;
He toiled and died,

When I gshould bear the heavy croes,
I'lay it down :

Yet eagerly I long to grasp
The promised crown.

= My good resolves, like blighted buds,
Drop from Life's tree ;
The fruit that should wy garden grace,
I do not see.

And still, with noiseless tread, the years
Glide swiftly by, et

And pear, and nearer do" they bring
My time to die.

What record will these fleeting years
Bear up to Him,

Who dwells in glory mid the saints
And seraphim ? <

Is it of bhigh and holy aiws,
By weakness crost ?

Of strivipgs after better things
Too quickly lost ?

Of stroggles * gainst the tempter’s wiles
When oft assailed, }

These conflicts where my sinful heart
Has basely failed ?

Alas! and is it yet too late
The prize to win ?

Must I still yield myself to be
A slave tosin ¥

I lay my heavy burden down
At Jesus' gross ;

The gain and honor of the world,
I count as dross,

“ Thy will be done I"—again I pray,
O Father, bear!

Thou knowest all my weakness,—yet,
I do not fear.

— Congregationalist,
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The Training of Conv;eru.

( Concluded.)

They need instruction in the Christian life
Upon this they bave just entered, but of the
taws by which it is regulated, they know but
little, ~ They are unacquainted with its varied
cxperiences, and have not become familiarised
with its copfliots, and struggles: They there-
lore need to koow its principles, its motives,
ood habits, If they are allowed to remain’
in ignorance of these, then their Christian
lite will be dwarfed and unhealtby, It they
are allowed to go wrong here, and now, they
will be wrong always; but if we can now
give them‘glear idess of the principles in-
volved, they will in all ptobabilis to kept
right, and have s vigorous and rapid develop.
weat, If they are now teught that by re.
generating grace they are not what they wero,
that * old things have passed awsy and all
things have become new,” that théy sre * no
more strangers, and foreigners, but fellow
oitizons of the saints, and of the housebold of
(God,” that they * are dead fo the world, and
:iut I:;Qi‘t lives xo'l;}ld.ﬂ& ?&rm in qva,;;

en their growth | » because,
will have ft': root in 2:. -w{m soil _ql_{
¢ntive consecratiou to Christ, they will feel

‘* are bought with & prige :

maust
therefore gl God is b:rb and
spirits w 4

are His,” If we oan ngw per.
%4ade them that the pew life “MNpposen. »
sew and different charaoter, both interns! ao
*xlorosl, that they have put off concerning

former conversation, the old man, who
is Gorrupt, according to the deceitful lusts;

‘have beeu renewed in the
. | minds, and bave put on the new man, who,

epirit of ‘their

after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness ; it we can now convinoe them that
religion is a growth, the unfolding ot a ger-
minal prh_wi?lo implanted by regeneration,
“ baving its fruit unto holiness, the end ever-
lasting life,” that there is **first the blade,
and then the car, and then the full corn in
the ear,” then we shall be much more certain
of securing their * growth in y and io
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Ubrist.” It we now impress them with the
radical distinotion between  him who loveth
and serveth God, and him who loveth and
serveth him not,” that the former must not
‘“be conformed to the world, but must be
transformed by the renewing of his mind,
that he may prove what is that good and ac-
ceptable, and perfect will of God,” we shall
tako the most effective .method of guarding
them against the.seductive influence of +*

cares of the world, the deceitfujness of riches,-

and the lusts of other things.” They muss
be taught wherein consists the difference be-
tween the Christian, and all other mén; that
difference must be explained to them, and
understood by them, or else the attainment
of a high Christian life will' not be possible
nor can their real strength as Christians ever
be brought out and made .available to the
various phases of its experience expounded.
Théy must know what its difficultics, trials
and pecaliar tempjation are or they will not

‘| be prepared for them. They must be taught

the diffsrence between the impulse of passion,
and the stability of principle,—the uncertaint
and unreliability of the former, and perfoct
safety of the latter—to build upon the latter
aud not give themthemselves up to the uncer-
tain ‘guiance of the former. As they are now
upon the thresholder of their religious lite
it ia the time when we must inculeste right
views of that life—when we must educte it
80 that they may * add 1o their fajth virtue
and to their virtue knowledge, and to their
knowled?e. temperance, and to their temper-
ance patience godliness, and to their godliness
brotherly kindoess, and to théir brother!
kindness charity ; for, if these things be in
them and to them and sbound, they eshall be
neither barren or uniruiiful in the work of
the Lord,”

They need training in the methods of
Christian work. 'These converts are enthusi.
astio ; they are ready, because willing, to
engage in all kinds of Ohristian labor, They
do uot beed, exhortations to activiy, The
want ewployment, and many of them long
for an opportupity to be usetul in the echurch
and & blessing to their fellow-men, They
have telents that may be used, mesns aud
abilities that may be made of inestimable
value to the esuse of Christ. Every oge of
them bes the qualifiowtion to do something.
and many of them may do much, bat while
they have the means to do and the energy to
impel, yet they, in & very great degree, are
deficient in the intelligence neccssary to direer,
Many, who have boen for years members of
our churches, haviog ability and possessing
some valuahle qualifications, haye * buried
their talent in the earth,” or kept it * laid
away in a oapkin,” who, had they beeo broughs
out, their qualifications ascertained, and an ef.
fort made to incite them to sotivity, might to.
day be * shinin lights,” pillars of our
churoles and blossings to mankind, We oun.
oot afiord, brethren, to allow any of the quali-
fications by those added us during
the year to remain unemployed ; but anless
‘we look afrer them and, ascertaining the
ability of each, set  him at work in the
visoyard, our ohurches will receive but s
small amoust of real ' strength from the
vevival in which they have so generally
-:mod. ?hu:‘ we nmhdn more than ' as.
sign to each his appropriate work.- In order
Oopuoder each mont effeotive—the workin
foroes of our charches must be harmonized. —
c;. nmyma oo‘:vc& b:ah .:::c been of the
least wility e . chureh, besauso

b out aod ivsteacted where and how to
work, so there are others who have in the ex.
uberance of their soal and overflowing of their

Wtioally to_ work for
say valuable
B they meant
taught bhow

to work, and did not in harmony with

, their co-workers. Their soal which spent its

Y | movish them, and esteem them very

J | bute ebeeriully to Lis support, r

g | can only be rempved by every

foree in omparatively useless efforts, might
have been made the means ot accomplishing
much, bad a wise head, an experienced heart,

and a steady hand, fully comprshending their}tions that must be i

qualifications for usefulness, looked out the
right-depart ment for them to labor in, har-
monized their labors with those of the entire
body, and kiodly instruoted them in the most
effective modes of Christian activity, Con-
vinced that something must be dove in order
to dev2lop the ability of oar members, espe-
cially our young members, we have resorted
to various plans, prominent among them,
Youog Peopie’s Associations. These ‘have
accomplished much, and may be made much
more effective, but> we shall never succeed in
bringing out our entire working foree, em-
ploying all for Christ, and using our numerous
and varied resources to the best advaotage,
until every ohurch led by her pastor, who
shall be assilted by competent advisers, shall
take the general superintendence of this work,
and ascertaining the capabilities of each con-
vert, assign him his appropriate place,
instract him in his work, and keep bim in
harmony with all his fellow-laborers,

They meed instruction in their duties as
church members. It is a paiotal fact that
there are many connected with our churches
who do not appear to comprehend their
duties, or to feel their responsibility as church
members. They do not recognize their broth.
erly relation * to the household of fajth ;
they do not feel themselves bound to sustaip
their pastor in his work, * to obey those who
bave the rule over them in the Lord, and ad.
highly.
in love, for their works's sake.” They g,
pot regard themselves as bownd by vows the
most solemn, and obligations the most inviol.
atle, to comply with he provisions of the
covenanl §o which they oo being received
gave cheerful assent, They do not
wateh over their brethren, kindly * admonish
one auother” - for their faulis, give liberally
of their * substance and of the first fraits of
their inorease for the caus® of Chrigy,” gys.
tain their pastor by their prayers, and contri-
o, ise and
adequately respeet him in his high office as a
minister of the Lord Jesus, especially in his
official relation to them as their spiritual
overseer apd guide, To whatever othar
cause or eauses we may atiribute this, no one
will deny that it has arisen in a great mea.
sure from our ndglect or unwarranted” hesi.
tancy to instruct persons on ¢onnecting them-

Y [selves wilh our churches, in the special obli.

gations sssumed aud peculiar duties growi
out of their new and important relation.
Some have assumed, perhaps, that the spegial
obligations of any one becoming a member of
the church, are now so ral y known and
80 correotly understood that no instruction is
necessary, Bt this is a mistake, Kvery
one, on first convecting himself with the
churcb, is comparatively ignorant of the na-
ture of the duties the new relation wpon
whioh he has entered has brought with i,
He knows, that a8 & matter of coarse, there
are new duties, bot he does not understand
them, he ires to have them both explained
sod ontorm? they must be clearly ses forth
and earnestly insisted upon, or else he will
live in negleot of them, and the cause will
suffer in consequence of his neglect, The
converts we have received will follow in the
steps of those they find in the charches; the
will determine their course, if left to them.
selves, by the example in this respeot that
those who bave preceded them may sot, and
it they are lelt without proper and timely in-
struction in this matter they will be like them,
only they will recognize their duties with Jess
dissinetness. . The complaint is common that
our wembers do ot understand their daties,
aod have no just appreciation of what is re-
quired of .them, but this cause ot oom:‘h'ht
v

faithlul elucidations of their duties, u‘h‘w‘
those daties upon

moans, and then every church susteining the

teachings of its pastor by the enlorsement of
n kbdqgﬁ firm mpl

them by all justifisble.

ance. They must be taught that professing
religion means much more than belonging
to church,” that it imposes certain obliga-
aviolably kept, and eor-
tain daties that oannot be igoured without
criminality, -
They need instruction in our denomina.

tional dotrines. Some of them no doubt exam.
ined the principles for which we contend, werse
satisfied they were true, and therefore they
uvited with us from ‘convictions of duty,
They became Baptists becanse they could not
be anything else without disregarding thej

convictions, but many were largely inﬂuonoeg
by family oonneotions and social affiliations :
they gave those points on which we differ from
our Christian brethren of other names, no
special investigation, hence at best they have
but slight couvictions of their correstness. —
They assumed that they were correct, but did
not consult ‘“ the law and the testimon s in
order to know for themselves and not epend
merely upon the assertion of another, Henoe
many of them give but meagre and unsatis.

factory reasons why they are Baptists and not
Presbyterians, or Episcopalians, or Methodists.
They know uothing of our denominational
history and position, they do not uederstand
the relation we sustain to the Pedo-baptist
world ; they are ignorant of the value ot our
distinetive principles, and of the nature and
importance of our speoial mission, as Bap-
tists, to restore the ordinances to their primi.
tive place and purity, and to bring back the
visible church of Christ to those pringciples
apon which He originally founded it, [3 is,
therefore, indispensable that they have our
denominational position intelligently defined,in
order that they may clearly understand and
be able to defend it whenever and wherever
assailed, Is it wot to be feared that We are
giving too little attention to denominational
tralaing 7 that we are in danger of losing, in
some degree, our deaominational distinotive.
ness, and that our members generally have
bat very indefinite conceptions of our position
and distinotive dootrines 1 Already we are
beginning to suffor from this cause, and as
God has increased us by the addition of thou-
sands, we must suffer to & much greater ex-
teot if now, when we may so easily indootri-
nate them, we allow them to remain without
thorough information and ample training in all
things by which we are distinguished from our
lellow Ohristians. Never was there greater
demand for this than now; never had we 8o
much to gain by it as now, and eertainly never
before s0 musch to forleit as the ponalty of our
negleot. Qur principles are conceded by our
Opponeats ; there is & growing conviction in
their ranks of our conlormity to the New
Testament model and teachings ; the tendency
of thought among them is inoreasing in our
tavor ; therefore for us to fail now is to neg-
leot one of the grandest opportunities God in
his providence has ever accorded to us, Qur
oentaries of battling for the right, of struggle
and persecution, of secular oppression, and
eqolesiastioal oxolusion are nuw passed ; an

open door is before us, and it we oow make
inelligent and thorough Baptists of them we
way, and certainly they will live to see more
glorious victories, and rejoice in more exten-
sive and decided comquests than our eyes have
yet bebeld ; but this will not be if we are re-
miss ip our duty ; on the contrary, there will
be declension, and we shall forfeit what we

y | bave won, as the peaalty of our faithlessness

in not discharging the obligations of our spe-
cial miagion,

U is our duty to instruct them. They
naturally look to us for guidanee, They ex-
pect us Lo be their examples in both ward and
Mqu. As their seniors in the Divine lite,
and hoir presumed superiors in the extent,
diversity, and richness, of our Christian ex.
perience, acquaintance with the dogtrines and
koowledge of the daties of religion, they will
look to us for instruction snd they bave a
right to demand it. Their tuition is in' our
bands. They will be to » very great extent
what we, by the 'religions .w:uu we place
them under, endeavor to them ; Geod
has delegated this momeatous responsibilit
t0 us, and if we lnil, sod they in eon: oi
of ‘our dereliction, are ignorant of Bible doc-
trines ; of the natare of ‘the CHristian work ;
of their duties as shureh members, and of our ¢
denominational poeition, we will be held ao.

countable for this ignorance, and its results.

-1t their talents are undoveloped, if the means




