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“may be classed under threo heads 

“Pot sluthtnl iu business | fervent in spirit.” 
NEW SERIES, 

od 

“HALIFAX, N.8., WEDNESDAY; OCTOBER 2, 1807. fe 
Poetry, 

NN a a a a et A rr es Sr Be a 

For the Christian Messenger, 

A World on five. 

My troubled thoughts will wander far, 
To yonder glittering, changing star ;* 
Which men call & sun, a world on fire, 
An emblem meet of righteous ire, 

Yet centuries might have passed away, 
Since that luminous, awful day 
When first its Hight thro’ realms of glory 
Passed ou to tell the wondrous story, 

What thinkest thou of this sight afar 
This glittering, brilliant now paling star ? 
Do visions tic seem to mer 
And join A pH speck funereal Tree ? 

So perchance (amasing riot H— 
When pealing forth the Almighty's fiat, 
Oar earth—our sun ave together hurled 
And in terror is seen a burning world, 

To the soul in Jesus no fear shoald come, 
For God's own Light shall guide him home 
To that shore where storms forever cease i 
The Master ia there——and there is peace, 

Bat sands of life have yet to run 
Before time close and 's battle be won, 
Take courage faint heart work with thy mi ht 
Ere a burning world sink in eternity's Right 

B, 

Vioe.—*Good words * The .Atmosphere of a 
world on fire” hy Rey, C, Pritchard, Cantab, 2 pril 
No. 1867. : 

a 

Religions, 

( 1bridged from the London Baptist Magazine.) 
The Influence of Modern Heresies 

in our own Denomination, 

~~ 

BY THE REV, J, GRBGSON, OR AGRA, 

Read at a meeting of ministers at Bootle,  Lanca- 
shire, on the 4th Maxch, 1867, 

Lo restricting our enquiry to the members 
and churches of the Baptist denomination, we 
shall not be understood to imply that they oul 
have altered, or have even passed through 
reater ohanges, than other Christian bodies. 
0 one conversant with the ws of events 

can look back through the past fitieen years, 
and not povonive thet all religious bodies have 
been going through a process of transforma. 
tio. In the Church of England Rationalism 
and Ritoalism have sprung up with rapid 
growth, until now they present themselves to 
view in large and formidable proportions, — 
Methodism hae become less noisy, and bas 
found it necessary to relax or ignore rules 
that were once regarded as distingtive and es- 
sential, Quakerism quiet and unobtrusive, 
after being agitated and weakened by contro- 
versy, has made large congessions to the spi- 
rit of the age; and has laid aside muoh, of its 
r ss and = peculiarity, Sopendonst 
od Batt have her of l approve 
much which their sturdy forefathers would 
have regarded with suspicion and alarm, 
Whilst finally, amidst the various changes aud divisions of the so called Plymouth Brethren 
are presented to view, what we may almost 
designate new forms of Christian lite, The Baptist body, then has only experienced 
charges in common with all sections of the 
Obureh of Chyist ; and if we confine our ate 
tention to 17, we do so because our own rela. 
tion to this body gives it a pre-eminent claim 
upoh our regard, snd begause the subject as thus restrioted, will be more than sufficient to 
ooeupy all the time we can give to its consid: 
eration, : 
The more important changes which appear 

to me have to epi go ad 4 
Head 9 * 

tionalism ; IL Ritaalism; III, Worldliness. 
I As 70 Raviokazisn. 

My observation, sines peturnl 

sod ore, tot 

to this ously to aw ooo thet there is to some exten on 

Io Sone os oe Bl x 
is a tendeno 

pathy with positive and dogmatic teaching, 
and f d Le to regard with 190ifronce 
Sfprovel vergencies of belief which at one 
time would have been looked "po a8 serious 
and important, That belief in divine and 
sepergevesl influences has lost somewhat in 
intensity and olearvess, and that we may 

| occasionally meet with those who manifest an 
impafience of mystery, and who reject or 
stumble at some of the teachings of Scripture 
because difficult to haman comprehension, 

All T thiok must admis that there has crept 
‘| into our own body some little of that Ration. 
alism which has been so disastrously conspio- 
uous in the Establishment of this country ; 
snd which exslts human reason over the ruins 
of revelation, 

Our Nonconformist forefathers wera distin, 
| guished by their firm belief in the Bible, and | 

their warm attachment to its truths, It was|'® 
their recognised and sole guide in all matters 
of faith and practice, Ita teachings were to 
them necessary, aathoritative, and fioal.—~ 
They might differ as to its interpretation, not 
a8 to its claims, | And believing in its divine 
origin and unspeakable value, to them every 
word was sacred ; ils passages were explored 
with careful and laborious diligence ; and its 
decisions ever received with ample and un. 
Questioning submission, But of late years 
the literature of our country has presented 
a new phase of religions controversy, We 
have had little of the old outspoken infidelity 

nounced it as falsehood and priestoraft ; but 
we have had much-of covert, and. though 
avowediy friendly, yet not the less hurtful as. 
sault, e enemies of Christiapity have been 
those hy - owa touhsie We baw wc 
men of positions, o t | 
ability, men who had Ack £ we to 8 

ted to impugn the veracity of the Bible, The 
inspiration of the SBeriptures has been doubted 
explained away, or denied, The Bible, no 
longer trust-worthy as a whole, is all to. 
contain much that is to be rejected, and man's 
reason and sensibilities are enthroned as judges 
to decide this vital controversy, and to sepa- 
rate’ the true from the false, Some again on 
other grounds, have come to regard certain 
books or passages of Boripture as of ques- 
tionable authority, Collation of manuscripts 
exposes to suspicion some portion of our au- 
thoriged version, Biblical: eriticism throws 
doubt upon others, Doubts thus thrown upon 
some portions of the Hible, may create sus- 
picion 8s to the authority of others and weak- 
en.our faith in all, 
Now is there not reason to fear that in the 

midst of contests like these, the minds of many 
among us have been affected ; and that some 
unconsciously perhaps, yet not lees really, 
have lost something of firm reliance on the 
veracity and authority of the Bible our fathe 
ers cherished ? We seriously doubt is, 

Is there not reason to believe that the doo- 
trine of the verbal inspiration of the Beriptures 
has been to a largo extent abandoned? Do sll 
among us hold tenaciously to their plenary in. 
spiration 7 Might not some be found ‘who 
question the inspiration of the Soriptures as 
all'in the sense in which that phrase has been 
commonly understood ? - Ave there not some 
whose views of the inspiration of the Bible 
are indefinite and hasy, and why would 
suarcely hesitate to admit that the inspired 
writers have been led into some errors and 
mistakes 7 But whatever may be the real 
state of the case in reference to these points ia there not yeason to fear that the Bible has 
lost something of its hold upon the present 
generation, that there is not the same firm, unbesitatiog confidence in it, as .a » : 

plete, and exclusive revelation od’s 
will to man ; nor the same deep reverence for its otviow majesty and worth, Now she Bible is the ng ng and poai.ol an 
life, and anything thas in 

ing cra on ne td af 
fi to some 

This many Tol nlingalaon 
Mad bllsf of the preseat 

AIODG US BOME 

latitudinerian sentiment which has little sym. | 
og of the t day as Bll of Sole 

as dootrinal as it used to be former- 

whieh. sueered at the Bible as a whole, and de. | 2” 

creeds, and were solemaly pledged .to.aphald.|Y ot 
| she Obristisn faith, who yet have not hesita- 

as prominently, in view the grand dist 
bighiss mg converted and their unconvert- 
ed h and WP Agpens to the, latter as 
fi forcible, and earnest in days gone 

permons on doctrinal subjects, such 
depravity, repentance, ih Biv 
ent, the agency of the Divine 

it, providence, general and special, and 
themes, as common as they used 

1 d not the views of many on 
gm 0 oll alse to differ mh from 
those generally held wen rs 
there not a foun 1, in XR dpcinfly that 
the melhod in which these questions were for- 
merly dealt with was rigid , mechanical or pu- 

bat Scripture was never ‘intended for 

le ague and general views ? 
angt but think That all will admit there 
heen some in these directions, 

% more has there not arisen among us 
ftience of mystery, and a tendoney to 

rey explain away, or set aside, at the call 
0 on some of the teachings of the Bible? 
I have frequently been surprised, and some- 

docked, at the way in which estimable 
tia people have talked and reasoned on 
ol topies with: little or no reference to 

the Bible," Take, for example the dootrine of 
eternal punishment of the wicked, Now 

kb, a very fair hp Bs eo Font the 
a8 t0 say on subject, and we 

4 feel he Te teachings alone can 
on us to the trmh, ‘But when this sub- 

eot has come up before me for discussion, I 
that the yurLINGS are generall aled 

to, & a mio & ads of Tama 
ibilities than of Divide revela- 

with good [people who 
seem impatient with these mysteries, anxious 
to get rid of them, as th ignorant or for- 
getful that the same mysteries meet us in the 
facts of daily life. The mystery of evil, the 
mystery of suffering, the electing love of God 
the depravity and guilt of man, the pondem- 
vation of the unbelieving, the misery and 
darkness of the heathen ; these among other 
themes as set forth in the Scripture, seem to 
me less palatible to modern ‘taste, and as 
though fait in them were waning. 

To be concluded in our next. 

The Stockwell (Spurgeom’s) Or. 

The proceedings at the laying of the foun- 
dation-stone of the 8tockwe Bh Boghvinge for. 
fatherless boys were a great success. The 
grounds which ave situated behind sowe 
bouses, opposite Dudley-plage, in the Cap. 
ham-road, cover three acres ; and a more eli- 
gible and suitable site could hardly be found 
for the purpose of sn orphanage. At three 
o'clock dh of people lined the pavement 
in front of the entrances, and in less than 
half-an-hour there could not have been fewer 
than four thousand persons present in the 
grounds, all of whom bad been admitted by 
ticket. = The sum of £1,776 was realised by 
700 ecards, The entrance to the grounds 
wal lined by a double row of Venetian masts 

Betis oobiing Sat sammnid by No. Che orery ing was y Mr. Charles 
Blaokaba the Indefatigable secpetary of the 
Orp , and about ten er twelve assistants 
who received the collecting ecards. Fursher 
on, on the same side of the ds was a 

ily festooned canvas-covered shed of about 
foot. in length, which was fitted up for re- 
freshments, Opposite this erection weve the 
sites of the three houses to be immediate 
built for | ol the orphan boys; am 
these wepe. distinguishable by the poles ani 
pulleys, Long belore the rosy com - 
menced, an immense erowd had assembled 
around Re atte ng AShdeods mentored 
through the fields, having eyideatly given up oll iden: ob Witnessing ths sight which had ot 
tracted 80 many eager spectators. The scene 
presented at.she commencament of the cere. 
wony of | the stones was an 
ads . A number of men ute 

view o 
the trees, in order to gain a good 

ly? Do gor ministers keep aa gy iction 

tion, | There are in the Bible man mysteries ; 
=e know riegh Di 

And I sometimes meet 

WHOLE SERIES. 
3 Vou. XXXI, No. 40. 

After the singing ofa hymn, Mr, Spargeor 
addressed the assembly, Bio said anh ine 

. My friends, it may be well, that. in a fow 
words I should state the business of the af. 
ternoom, and what has led to it. I think, in 
the month of August last year, I wrote an 
article in the Sword and » Suggesting 
sundry modes 3 usefulness that might be 
adopted by the Christian public. That artic 
ole was read by a sister in Christ who bad 
for some years determined to devote her sub 
etqnoe to the work of maintaining fatherless 
ehildren. Bhe thereupon ought that she 
had found out the proper individual to whom 
to entrust her money ; and I received a note 
which, when I read and read again, greatly 
startled me, as it said : * I have determined 
to devote £20,000 to the work of maiatain- 
ing orphans, and would you be good eno 
to come and see me abot it 7” (Applaues.) 
I thought perhaps the lady had put down a 
aqught or two t00 much —laughter)—or that 
rhaps some one desired to play me a trick, 

Fioughi however, it was my daty tosee about 
it ; and having seen my sister, [ found that she 
Was a benevolent, practical woman, desirous 
to have her money devoted to the mainte. 
nance of fatherless children, with a special 
view to their souls being cared for, and train 
ed in the fear of God and the doctrines of 
Trath, (Appingee I hesitated to under: 
take the work, having, as 1 thought enough 
on my hands already ; but I afterwards con, 
sented to do so, and we are here to-day on a 
iece of ground purchased for the erection of 
a for the Ne of fatherless boys, Wh 
our sister did dot chaose fatherless girls don’t know ; bu} that is left | to somo one 
else—(laughter and “ Hear")—and I am 
here quite prepared to assist them in procur- 
ing ao asylom for fatherless girs also, (Ap- 
pus ) loasmuch as I found the monqy was 
certain interest for it, it was determined that 
the foundation-siones af three houses should 
fivet be laid. Now, the first stone should be 
laid by Mra. Hillyard, our sister who gave 
us the £20,000-—(loud cheers)—but unforta- 
nately the work-people have the tackle 
to the wrong house, ad sequently 1 am 
obliged to begin, The of the house of 
which Myre, Hillyard will lay the first - stone 
is given by a megchant of London: (Ap- 
plause.) His name is well known, but it is 
not to be mentioned wow nor at any other time 
Lt will be called the *¢ Merchant's Honse+"— 
The house of which ‘I shall lay the fonada- 
tion-stoue will be called the “Silver Wed- 
ding ** House, It is given tous by a sister 
who has lived happily with her husband fot 
five-and-twenty F pg About a month ago 
ber husband said to her, “1 will make you a 
present of £600 on your wedding-day.”-2 
She said, “ I often wished to Have so large 
& sum to give to Mr. Spurgeon for some of 
his good ‘works. ' (Applause.) Bo she had 
given him the whole sum. e third house 
will be called ‘the i** Workmen's” House. 
The workmen in the employment of Messrs. 
Higgs agreed at a meeti to build a house, 
the rials being found by Messre, 
(Cheers) The workmen will faithfully re. 
deem their pledge, but thinking it would be 
a long \ime belore they could work their 
wouey ous, they have given the whole in the 
shape of that shed, which will suit for 
meetings, or for the’ childreg to play fn, I 
think our working friends could not make a 
better investment than subscribe to sn insti- 
tution -where their children should have a 
preference iw the house. One workman who bad subsoribed died last week, leaving two 
children, who woald share in the of the institution which he had helped. 
say that though ouly these t houses are now to ba'built—or their first stones are to 
be laid—we have promises for others, The 
family of the Olneys a name that is pecu- 
liarly dear to all our friends, have given a 
cheque for £500 for snuther house-—(Ap- 
plause)—to commemorate the memory of their sainted mother, to be called ** Unity” House, 

At each atone, a jew words of prayer were 
offered, and a few verses sung. These verses 
Were announced by Mr. Bpusgeon to have 
gh produsdtion of ** our poor poet,” 
“ t allusion RNwlf vhich was read- 
ily uaderstood. stone ‘of what was 
usintly dos The Silver di 

House,” was fret laid by Mr, Bpurgeon, sa 
the verses sung were these ; — 


