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« A poor sermon !’ said the young mnnv;?tion of the sinmer is the delight

“ it tock me a long time to stady it.”
“ Ay, no doubt of it.”

« Why, did you not think my explanation the dest.

of the text a very one.”

«“ 0, yes,” said the old preacher, ** very
good indeed.”

& Well, then, why do you say it is a poor
germon? Didu’t you thiok the metsphors
were appropriate, and the arguments couclu-
give 7" .,

* Yes, they were good, as far as that goes;
but still it vvas a very poor sermon.”

“« Will you tell me why you think it was a
poor sermon 7"

« Because,” said he, ¢ there ga 8o Christ
in it.” e

“ Well,” said the young man, ** Christ was
not in the text; we are not to be preaching
Christ always ; we must preach what is in the
text.”

So the old man said :

“ Don’t you know, young man, that from
every town, and every village, and every little
bamlet in England, whercver it may e, there
is a road to London?”

“ Yes,” said the young man.

““ Ah!” said the old divine, ‘‘and from
every text in Sorigmre there is a road to the
metropolis of the Seriptures—that is Christ.
And, my dear brother, your business is,
when you get a text, to say, ‘ Now what is
the road to Christ 7 ard then preach a ser-
mon, running aloeg the road to the great
metiopolis— Christ. And,” said he, « 1
bave not yet found a text that has not a road
to Christ in it. Ii I should, I would make
one., I would go over hedge and ditch but
I would get at my Master, for the sermon
cannot do any gccd unless there is a savor of
Christ in it.”

ligios Futelligence.
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For the Christian Messenger.

Prince Edward Island.

A MISSION TO THE WEST,

A miesion of three weeks was undertaken
in the month of February, to the Western
extremity of the Island, at the expense of
the Bedeque Church; with the injunction to
collect for the benefit of the Home Mission
Board. The weather, however proved very
unfavorable, and prevented the accomplish-
ment of all that was desired. One service

was held at Alberton, one at Tignish, and one|

at Kildare. The remainder of the time was
spent at Lot 7. The greater number of the
brethren composing the Cape Wolf Baptist
Church reside in this place. .

Here, if tradition be correct, Gen. Wolf
landed when on his way to Quebec. The
small promontory taken possession of by him,
in the bebalf of his Sovereign, retained his
name, which was afterwards traunsferred to
the whole settlement adjacent.

Though the brethrem had not been favored
with the preaching of the gospel, as was most
accordant with their own views, excepting a
solitary eermon from a visiting brother, for
pear a year and a half, yet they have met
regularly upon the Sabbath day, under the
direction of Deacon Lidstone. They haveno
meeting house but they assemble in the dwell-
ing house of one of the members. They con-
stitute a small band of disciples; but we
trust, that, if true to the teachings of God’s
word, the divioe favor will be vouchsafed to
the church, aud that continual growth will be

the reward for their continuance in well |8

doing,

The brethren were, we trust, revived by
our visit among them, and confirmed in their
resolution to serve the Lord. Bro. Jacob
Strang was unanimously chosen to act in
concert with deacon L. in conducting the ser-

1
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vices of the church. This Western section |

offers a wide field for missionary labor, and
our brethren there earnestly desire it. The
harvest field seems to be growing—but where
are the reapers? Do we act as though we
desired an increase, when we turn to other
occupations than preaching the Gospel.

OPENING A NEW MEETING HOUSE,

The vew meeting house at Long Creek,
West River, was dedicated to the worship of
the liviog God on SBabbath, March 10th. In
the absence of Bro. Shaw, the expected
preacher, the writer addressed an overflowing
congregation from 1. Tim. iii. 15. The Rev.
William Ross, Presbyterian, preached in the
siternoon from Ps. Ji. 18, This service was
all in Gaelie, s0o that we cannot venture an

inion with to the disconrse.—

ing, however, from the energy of the

er, and the attention of the audience, as

well as from the reports of others, we sup-

Bn it safe to pronounce it good. Bro.
avis came in the

ve an admirable sermen from lsa. liii. 11,

“The preacher showed, First—That the salva.'

evesing from town, and!

1+ pulling down” as well as a *¢ building up.”

, of Jehovah.
Secondly—That the salvation of the sinner is
tn the hands of Jesus. And Thirdly —that
of Ged to save cannot fail of ac-
compli since it is in the hands of Jesus.

We congratulate our beloved brotBer Ross
on the increased accommodation now afforded
to his congregation. May there be within the
walls of the New House, repeated manitesta-
tiors of the divine presence; and may it
prove the birth-place of precious souls.. The
seats are free—just as they should be. Bro.
R’s, people have'enlightened views upon this
point. We trust that now, their Meeting
House, being completed, the subject of Pas-
tor’s salary will receive their reasonable and
earncst attention,

PULLING DOWN AN OLD HOUSE.

A very usual thing in these days of reform
and improvement. But then there are struc-
{ures that the world does ncé care to bave
demolished, and thercfore every effort is taken
to preserve them from decay. Not go with
all however, as experience testifies, While
we write, the process of destruction is going
on upon a dwelling house in Bedeque, that
has been standing for upwards of fifty years.
It was built by “old Mr. Bradshaw, ot
blessed memory,” and intended to”answer a
double purpose ; to be an abode for his fami.
ly, and a place of worship for the little Bap-
tist church. He himself used to fill the
preacher’s place, among the little band of be-
lievers—who seldom enjoyed a visit from a
regularly ordained minister of the gospel.
Since its erection a meeting house has been
built and taken down again, to give place to
another of ampler dimensions. 'Ehe old
house has long been vacant and useless, as it
was, and must be sold. But we are pleased
to learn that the son intends devoting the
proceeds of the house, in greater part, to-
wards the purchase of a ‘¢ parsonage,” re-
cently negociated for by the church,

So we see that in this world there is a

O that we may learn to build with material
tbat shall never decay, mor be shaken; that
our house may stand sécure and immovable,
in that day when ¢ the fire shall try every
man’s work of what sort it is!”

Yours, &e.

- M. P. FreeMAN, »
Bedegque, April 1st, 1867.

For the Christian Messenger.

Cape Breton.

Norrta SypnEey, April, 1st 1867,

Dear Brother,—

In the Messenger of March 13th you gave
some extracts from a communication respeot-
ing the work of grace, going on in thisbranch
of Zion. And as those few quotations gave
a gencral view of the work under our present
pastorate, from its commencement up to the
date of the coummunication, it will not be
pecessary for me to do more than commence
where it left off, and relate what has occurred
since, which I trust will be gratifying to you
and all who love to hear of the extension of
the Redeemer’s kingdom. I rejoice to say
that the blessed work is still going on,

The seven years of spiritual famine, will
be succeeded, We trust, not only by an equal
iength of time of plenty, tut by a continuous
flow of Bpiritual blessings, infusing into the
heart of every member of our church, that
confidence in God’s grace which wi!l enable
them to say with the Psalmist, * Surely
oodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life.” May the Lord use his
quickened people as instruments for the gath.
ering of an increasing harvest from the fields
which are already white. :

In all ages of the Church, the great Shep-
herd, having put it into the hearts of his peo-
ple to call upon Him in the time of need,
has answered their requests ; and having as-
sured them that  If any two on earth
as touching any one thing, it shall be done for
you of my Father which is in heaven;” and
baving said « I, if I be lifted up, will draw
all meo unto me,” he surely has an ear to
hear, and will to the utmost exient fulfil his
promise.

As previously informed, we, as a church,
have been unfaithful to our Saviour, to our-
selves, and to the world; but thanks be to
God he influenced the brethren present at the
Conference, just preceding the New Year, to
decide to observe the “ week of prayer.” The.,
services were exceedingly interesting, our
Pastor baving had ulu‘lo assistance from
brother Capt. Thomas of London, G. B.,-who
is sojourniog here for the wiater, and other
:Iuthuu. ves

otwithstandiog apathy manifested b

our members, those who quni
realized that the little clond was rising above
the horizon, and that a shower of divine grace
was near at haod. The result of this week’s

cned, and two or three found peace in believ-
ing. Appearances thus favoring the convie-
tion that the eet time to tavor Zion bad come,
special scrvices were held, and bave been
continued in different sections of the church,
and still the inferest scems to be increasing.
Revds. J. F. Kempton, W. B. Boggs and
Fatker Richardson, have at differcot times
visited us and spwn the good seed, the fruits
of which, we feel assured, will be seen after
many days. Backeliders and those who have
to a greater or less extent withdrawn from
the services of the church, bave returned and
renewed their covenant engagements. Hight
young pergons have put on Christ by a public
profession ot religion and bave been added to
our numbers, and others expect to follow their
Saviour in the baptismal rite next Lord’s day,
while several bave given unmistakable evidence
of having been washed in the all-atoning
blcod, but have not yet seen it to be their
duty to obey that command and unite with us.

The Lord is also working in other portions
of our Island. The churech at Mira has en-
joyed a refreshing season, but they are with-
out a minister. %Ve have had appeals from
them saying * Come over and help us,” but
help we could not render. Qur pastor has
materially injured his health by excessive work.
There are precious souls there cnquiriny the
way. May God send a man atter His own
heart, to break unto them the bread of life.

It is soul-cheering to learn through the
C. M. that this great and gloricus bletsing is
being cxpericnced in many of our churches.
May it widen and deepen, until * All'the ends
of the world shall remember and tarc unto
the Lord : and all the kindreds of the nations
shall worship before Him,” is the prayer of -

Yours in Christian love,
N. H. Dossox.

For the Christian Messenger.

Porr WiLniams, Axnaroris Co.,
April 1st 1867.

Dear Bkomxn,—-—

After a wintry season in our Church the
bearts of christians bave been made glad in
seeing Zion-awake and puton her“* beautitul
garments,” -

Specidl meetings have been held five weeks.
The results are glorious. We can truly say
‘*the Lord Lath done great things for us;
whereot we are glad.”

The earnest prayers of God’s people have
prevailed. The leaven begins’ to permeate
the mass of the church. Backsliders have
returned, one especially, who had starved on
‘‘ husks” nearly thirty years, now feasts upon
the rieh bounties of his Father’s table.

A marked characteristic of the work, is, it
is affecting a class of the middle aged, heads
of families, who have experienced mwany sea-
sons of God’s power without producing any
tangible results, Several of these have pub-
licly expressed their hope in Christ. We ex-
pect they will shortly follow Him, Others
have requcsted the prayers of christiaps,
Many family altars bave been rebuiit. Dif.
ficulties bhave been overcom~. Opposition
is subsiding.  Sinners are weeping and inquir-
ing the*way to Christ, A deep seriousness
pervades the commuuity. The fields are
white for barvest. We bad yesterday the
happy privilege of immersing two believers.

1% is our earnest prayer, tha* more abun-
dant showers may descend.

Yours truly,
J. MeLBoURNE PARKER,

UepEr AYLESFORD.—A worthy brother
writing'thence on the 28th ult., says. The
Lord i8 reviving his work among us. slid-
ers arc beiog reclaimed and sivners are yield.
ing to the claims of divine love. * The Lord

is doing great things for us whereof we are
glad.”

Hexry Warp BeEecHR'S BAPTISMS —A re-
cent writer in the Christian Times and Wilness,
describes a visit to Mr. Beecher’s church in
Brooklyn, and briefly notices his divers and di-
verse baptiswms, as follows :—

“ Some twenty-five persons, mostly young
women, were admitted to membership by pro-
fession. Of these fifteen were sprinkled. 1 saw
%0 waler ; not a person there (unless some in the
galleries and around the sh.t{or-,) could see a
drop of water. Thbe ladies uncovered their
beads. Each knelt by the font. It took more
time than was needful to baptize as many. , He
said, “ Next Sabbath, the children of pious
rents, not yet baptized, will be baptized, if it is
pleasant ; if not, the next fair day!I"" He did
nol say that “ Friday evening next some will be
baptized,” (as some truly were:)*for then he
opened his ¥, and administered the ordi-
naoce *“ as delivered to the saints.” When the
cburch members arose in token of receiving the
Dew comers, not near iwo hundred arose, (at
which 1 marvelled,) and they were “ of the com-
mon 3" (the aristocrats do not come here!l)
I think it oot s0 bard a 1o get into Mr.
Beecher’s church, as to get into his meeting-house.

waiting upon God, was, that some were awak-

trines and exercises. But yet, on the whole Ply.
mouth church is a power for good.” et

Hiuiesoroven, N. B.—~Rev. W.. T. Corey
writes to the Visitor :—* The Lord is prosperin
His cause here ; sinners are being mvmz
and backsliders reclaimed. We bave had
tiems the last four Sabbaths. Thirteen in
bave been baptized, ten of them have been heads

of families ; we are expecting more. Pray for j

us dear brother.”

PORTLAXD AND S7. JorN N. B—Rev. E. ¢
Cady baptized five candidates last Sabbath

| morning, in the presence of a large cobcourse
as returned

of people. Rev. W. A. Coleman
with health improved, we rejoice to say, to aid
the pastor in the revival meetings at Portland,

Rev. 1. E. Bill baptized one candidate last
Sabbath. P

We find tLe following paragraph in the Visi.
lor;—* We cxceedingly regret that ur estecimied
Brotber, Rev. T. W, Crawley, feels it to be his

duty to retire from St. Stephen, and to seek ° :

a new field of labor. His mission in both these
places has been quite a success, and his place

will not be easily supplied. We hope that he ‘

may yet see his way ciear to remain in this or
the neighbouring Province. The Baptist Church
of Milton, Liverpool, N. 8., have extended to
him a cordial invitation to become their pas.

tor.” We shall be glad to-hear of Bro. Crawley

coming to Miiton, :
TaE REViVAL 1IN SPRINGFIELD.-Under date

of March 26th, Bro. Corey, the pastor, writeg:

—“ God is blesainq us in this place with a
refreshing season. 1 have baptize(r four Sabbath
in succession in the 1st and 2nd Baptist

Churches. Wanderers have been reclaimed ; .

the Churches generallﬁ revived, and sinners
converted. Rev., E, Kierstead come to our

assistance early in the series of meetings, and

still remains with us, rendering valuable service,
Rev. B. F. Rattray spent the Sabbath with us,

and, we hope, will spend a few more days in '

Rev. A. Moutch was with us one Sabba

Seven bave becn added to the 1st Church and
ten to the 2nd, since the revival commenced,
and still the work goes on ; mapy more are seek-

this place. His labours are highly apprecated,
th,

ing the Lord. The work is deepening and - ‘

widening, taking hold of old and yourng. I feel
to thank God and take courage. Pray for us,
dear brotber, that the good work may still con-
tinve - 4

_ A note just received from Brother D, Crandal,
informs us that twenty candidates were im-

mersed by the pastor, Brother Corey last Sab-

batk — Visitor.

Christion Plessenger.
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HALIFAX, APRIL 3, 1867.

What can be done?

This is a question which is being
many of the
of Halifax. They see that a large num-
ber of young men, some of whom belong
to respectable families, are under most in-
jurious influences which are dragging them
along in a course, which, in all probability,
will prove to be the road to ruin. Without
thinking of the end, or believing that they
will .go further than they choose, they ate
purruing the way which leads to destruction ;
and have but little chance of escaping the

asked by

fate which bas overtaken numbers of others,

who, not long since, stood in as good or per-
baps a better position then themselves, but
who have now become either wrecks of what
they were, or have passed dway beyond the
hope of rescue. Some of these young men
are attendants, more or lers regular, at one or
other of - the city cburches, but having made
no pretensions to a profession of religi
and acknowledging none of its claims, they
fecl at liberty to follow their own inclination
wherever it may lead them. They bave an
bour or two to spare perhaps, each evenin
and seek for and find ‘:)’nga‘::‘ul society atm
saloon, or in the back parlor of the liquor
seller. After the wearinesss of business they
have no inclination for reading, and seek for
somelhing exhiliratiog. The proprietor knows
the state of his castomers and carefully pro-
vides ‘:::'m a sthirnlu:; according to the taste
acquired, together with cards and other games.
Thus the society, the comfortable room, the
saming. and the liquors, all minister to a
iscased appetite, and command sn amount
of iofluence over them which those who
bave no well-formed religious principles find
it difficult or impossible to resiss.

even-
ings of a large portion of the men of
the cjity are spsnt in patronizing estab-

lishments. There may be many who remain

P2 la long time in this condition, snd resist the

tendencies to utter dissi but there are

They don’s insist mach oo sharply defined doe-'

good christian men of the city |
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