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BIBLE LESSONS.

" Sunday, Jm;ry 27th, 1867.

ii. 17-60: Stephen’s address eonclud.od, and
Aﬁ: ;ea.th7 2 Khtl?;ﬂi. 1-10: The Syrians’ flight.

Recite—MATTHEW X. 37-39. -

Sunday, February 3rd, 1867.
AcTs viii. 1-25: Simon the sorcerer. 2 Kings vii,

- 11-20: Blisha's prophecy fulfilled.
Recite—2 TiMOTHY il. 24-26,

TR O O

{ The Better Land.
TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN.

A father and mother lived with their two
children on a rough island in the midst of the
sea, where they had been thrown by a ship-
wreck. Roots and herbs served them for food,
a spring of water was their drink, and a cave
their dwelling.

The children no longer remember how they
came upen the island. They knew npotbing of
the firm land, and bread, milk, and f:rult, and
whatever else there is still more precious, were
to them things unknown. :

There landed on the island one day, in alit-
tle ship, four negroes. The parents were ver;
glad, and hoped now to be saved from their
suffering. But the little ship was too small to

e

carry them all over to the continent together,|

and the father wished to risk the passage first.

The mother and children wept when hé en-
tered the frail wooden vessel, and the four black
men were about to take themi away. But be
said, “ Do not weep. Over there it is better,
and you will all come soon."” -

When the little ship came again and took
away the mother, the children wept still more.
But she aleo said, * Do not weep.” In the bat.
ter land we shall see each other again.”

At last the little ship came to bring away the
two chiidren. ‘They were very much afrzid of
the black men, and the frightful sea over which
they wust pass. And so, in fear and trembling,
they neared the land. ' .

But how glad they were when they saw their

arents standing -on the shore—when they
reached to them their hands, and ied them into
shadows of high palm trees, and on the blos-
soming turf gave them milk, honey, and deli-
cious fruits. “ How foolish was our fear,” said
‘the children ; “ we should not bave been atraid,
but glad, when the black men came to bring us
away into a better land.”

“ Dear children,” said the father, “ our pas-
sage from that desert island to this beautiful
laud has for us a still bigher meaning. There
is before us all a longer journey, bat into a far
more beautiful land. The whole earth upon
which we live is like an island ; this glorious
land for us is o:ly a fainthimage of heaven.
The e thither, over the stormy sea, is
duthp?st!l:z?t little ship the bier on which, some
day, the men will carry us away. But when
the bour comes, as it some time will, when 1,
your mother, or you, must go, then do not be
afraid. Death is, for the good, only a passage
into the bc:tter land.”—Laittle Corporal.

Willie’s Signal for Jesus.

The following touching incident is related by
a lady, in a letter to her brother, who is an
esteemed minister in lllinois, and to whose kind-
ness The Little Corporal is indebted for the use
of it. It is copied word for word from her let-
ter: ‘ '

“1 heard such a beautiful story the other
day, about a little child, that 1 must tell it to

vu. He was sick at St. Luke’s Hospital, in
ew York, and the lady who told me the story
was there.

One day, this child, about seven years old,
was brought into the children’s ward ; he had
been picked up in the street, where he had
fallen from some building. His littla leg was
broken in two places, bis head cut dreadfully,
and his backbone so broken that it came throngh
the flesh. He laid about a week between life
and death, a fearful safferer ; but at the end of
that time he beian to mend, so that in a few
days more his physicians concluded he could re-
cover, bat that if he lived they would have to
cut off the splinters from his back-bone.

Well, they rrformed the operation, and the
child lived and grew better. About a week
afterward, the doctors found there would bave
to be another operaiion.  So they told the nurse
that she most tell little Willie that the next
morning they would bave to do it. The nurse
was a noble Christian woman, and she 1alked to
the little fellow, sitting by bkis bedside. She
said : ¢ Willie, I bave told you what the doctors
think, and 1 want you to try and be a Jittle man,
‘and bear it as well as you can. It is’ bard for
you, I know; and it is bard for me to see you

- suffer 20 much, and it makes my beart ache da
after day tosee all you dear little children suffer
s0, but it is God’s will, my ebild,’ she said,
‘ and he and his dear Son Jesus will help you
through.” ' '

This was in the evening, and she left him till
the morning, going trom ocve little sufferer to
another till her time was le?- After she bad

y the little fellow pulled the sbeet up over
E;“ » and began to cry as if his heart would
break. In the little bed next to bim was a Jit-
Wﬂ, #ud as she saw and heard him cry, she’

‘\.Yill‘si,'vhtmkq ar;m-? Don’t
know that Jeésus can belp you thi-inlahvm

| I will tell you, Susie, what

ing man than the cobbler.

¥ | people loved to hear him pray. And it made

1 ed, and spoke likewise for other souls.

y | encouragement to labor for, to expect, and fg

cry any more, but Jet’s pray to Jesus to take’
your pain away.’ 5o e :
He then said : ¢ I have been praying, Susie,
and I have been asking Christ to take me ; for
do you know they say that every night Jesus
walks through our ward and takes one or two
of us little children away with him,~those that
love and want to gt with him ; and I have been
telling him bow much I want to go with him,
and that I.ean’t bear to think of all the pain I
will have to-morrow if be don't take me. And
‘am going to Jo,
for fear 1 should be asleep when Jesus comes.
1 am going to hold my hand up so, (and be
beld one hand by.the wrist, just above the bed-
clothes,) so that when Jesus walks through our

am the one that wants so mutch to go with him.
I bave told him 1 would, and be will look tor
we ;' and the children went to sleep. And
early in the-mom‘i:f,’when the nurse went to
look at all the. children, there she saw little
Willie stiff and cold in death, with his hand just
above the bed-clothes, held op by the otber, as
be had told Jesus he would find bim.” .

The Cobbler’s Prayer.

I believe I never heard a more effective pray-
He badn’t the
grammar, hadn’t the style, nor the many words;
but every sentence from the start was a blow in
the right place, and drove in the nail. And

the tear start in my eye when be prayed—and
be moved the assembly by his fervent prayer.
Noiwithstanding his want of advanta~es in
other matters, ie could still ask, though in
feeble words, yet with mighty spirit, for his de-
sires, and could carry the people with him. And
why was it ? ‘Because be prayed like the pub-
lican, straight at the point, withont any "unne-
cessary preliminaries or painstaking to get
around it. He said jost what be intended, and
then d on and said something else. He
asked for those things which his own soul need-

He prayed fervently and pointedly, and with
bis whole heart opened. He didn’t make any
speech, nor cover all the praying ground, nor
yet make a Sabbath morning prayer, nor utter
a fine prayer (save us from your fine prayers;
they are like statues, beaotiful, passibly won-
dertul, but cold as a rock). But be just prayed,
and you felt that he was praying, and you were
praying with bim, for he was in earnest, and
asked as if be wanted an answer, just as your
child asks when be wants anything very much.
And then, last of all, when he got through
praying, he didn’t go off into exbortation, bat
stopped. That is balt of the power of prayer,
to stop when you get done.

Almost and altogether.

Many sinners have lost their souls’ bécause

they were never allogether perswaded to be
Chrisiians. Anpd it is to be feared many more
are hardened in indiflerence, because their
Christian iriends are contented i0 #ee them al-
most as good as church members. A writer in
the Sabbath School 1imes relatés the follow-
ing :
ElOm)e as two ladies were conversing together
in their quiet parlor, an agéd ¢lergyman enter-
ed. The cooversation immediately took a re-
ligious turn, and the and- comfort of a
Christian bope were spoken of. Suddenly the
cleryman turned to one of bis friends, and said,
rather abruptly,—

“ Madam, is your busband a Christian ?

The lady’s tace flushed fninlully. For a mo-
ment she did not reply. Then she said,—

“ My busband is one of the best persons I
ever knew. He is so amiable and benevolent
that I thiok few Christians can equal bim.”

“ And yet,” said the clergyman, “'you must
feel deeply anxious for bie salvation.”

“ I don’t know,” said tbe lady, “ I cannot bat
think that all will be well with him. He is so
good. He bas soch a respect for religion. He
18 a/lmost a Christian.

The clergyman bent upon her a look of ten-
der concern and sympathy, as be said,

“ But almost saved, is aitogether lost. Re-
member that.”

The words smote her with a sudden convie
tion of her husband’s danger, and from that
time forth her prayers for him were constant
and fervent,

Early Cenversions.

The Boston Waickman & Reflector says s

room to night be will see my hand and know 1|

passed through the city and called to see me,
whom I baptized when he was only twelve years
of age, who is now a deacon and clerk of his
cburch, and superintendent ofi his Sabbath
school, numbering nearly three bundred scho-
lars. And there was in the congregation a visit-
ing brother—an active, useful and popular min-
ister—~whom his church received into its mem-
bership when so young tbat the administrator
took bim in his arms (as 1 did this child) and
laid him.in the water, being too &mall to stand
in the baptistery. It was enough to refer to
these two facts to quiet any mind present that
might bave doubted the propriety of baptizing
one 80 young.

The Eclipse of the Soul.

The Moon, in an eclipse, complained to the
Sun : ¥ Why, O my dearest friend, dost thou
not thine upon me as usual ?” ;

“ Do I not ?” said the sun; “ 1 am sure | am
shining as I always do; why do you not enjoy
my light as usual ?”

“ O see,” said the moon, * the earth has got
between us.”

“Wby, O Saviour,” says the backsliding
Christian, *.do I not, as in former days, walk
in the light ot thy countenance ?”

“ I am sure, troubled soul, I have not changed.
The rays of my love are as warm and bright as
el\’rer % what can prevent them from reaching
thee ?” '

Canst thou not see, O troubled Christian, that
the earth has got Between thee and Christ ?

grieulture, &1,

The Profits and Losses of Good
and Bad Farming shown forth
_im Dollars and Cents.

Mooey properly used ‘is the source of many
of the comforts of life; hence-the great end
of farming is to make mooey. It is not to em-
bellish the land, to build fine houses; barns and
fences ; to raise fancy stock, or in amy other
way to make a show in the world. It is to make
money, to acquire property, with the ultimate
view of taking the of it. The grand
question is how can & farm be rendered the
most profitable ? And the answer is, first and
last, by improvm";‘.;h soil 8o as 10 make it most

rmanently p# ive.
l)e'.l‘lne t uefect of American farms, at least
this side of the Alleghanies, is their improver-
ished ‘condifion. They have been cropped and
recropped, their prodaucts sold, and bat little
retorded to the land to keep up its fertility.
Auy body cap see that the net products of a
farm which™ yields 50 bushels of corn to the
acre, are much greater than one that gives 40.
For, if 30 bushels will pay the expenses of till-
age, there is a profit on the former of twenty
bushels, and on the other of only ten. Suppos-
jog this to hold gool on all the crops of the
farm, is not one acre of the first farm worth two
of the second? In whatever way we can in-
crease the income of the iand above the ex-
penses, we gain 80 much more profit, and this
decides the value of the farm If-land which
gives a clear gain per acre of $7, is worth $100
to the acre, then that which gives $14 gain_is
worth full $200 per acre. /

It costs nearly as much to «till land which
yields only a profit of $3.50, as that which
yields $14. Why not, then, apply the extra
manure, and the extra brain-work, and get tie
$14? The first man barely gets a living; the
second grows rich. The best agriculiurists here
and in England, have found out this troe prin.
ciple, and it is the key to their success. They
make it a settled, invariable rule, to eprich the
land in proportion as they crop it, and to in-
yest their surplus money in the soil if they can
be sure of fair interest for it.

And this brings us to the old Juestion, how
to enrich the soil? Few. farmers bave the
means to bring up their lands at once. When
the land-golder and bis land - are both poor, the
farmer is in a pretty tight- place. There is so
little to begin with. The great reliance must
be on the barn-yard, pig-pen, poultry house,
privy, and green-crops, and th> muck-bed.

y som? means, le. him conirive 1o raise more
arass and fodder crops ; this will enable him to
keep more stock, and this of course brings the
increased manure. By taying a tew 1ons of
manure to start with, this will give the increase
in the grass, and so the aecent will surely fol-
low, Grain and root crops will then come in
for a share of the profits. The importance of
draining, of .deep plowing, ete., we peed

“ It bas been a marked feature in late revivals
that many children bave given good evidence of|
being born again.~This is eminently desirable
and should be more and more the prayer and
expectation of the church. God asks and
skould receive the whole lite, from the dawn of
moral agency and voluntary action. ™

The Index and.Baplist says :—We bave ever

bave faith in the conversion of children. I hop
the time has passed when men doubt the gent
ineness of early .conversions, and question
wisdom of receiving the young into the church;
I am pnot going to argue this question. Bu

let me say, in . first, he is not quite up
to the mm:xnd B'benh whgol man

members and given me
occasion, the pi lﬂ..lo baptize a li
‘Babbath school girl, just twelve years old. .

“they say, and be loves s all very wuch ; don’t

a8 80 Of
:3’::umamw baptism, a gentleman

who bas any ‘doubts oo this subject ; znd sse-lan
ondl ’ th“ io m Clpﬂmel,ﬂlou who ’M 0
the {sb'nrcli wlw{l yom:&hun made the best/a

dered of the Lord, that, the night she hear

vow dwell upon,  No good farmer will neg

them. It must also be understood, at the out-
set, that the work’ of renovating an old worn-
oot farm is the work of years, and must be pro-
recated with patience.—American Agriculturist.

NuTeiMENT IN WATER.—In the new num-
ber of the Jo rnal of l&oﬂoyal Horticultural
Society we bave the clusion of Prolessor
Schuitzenstein’s gpor on the constituents of
water, in which he asserts positively that pure

‘spring; or river water coutains an inex-
mbh supply-of notriment; that is the real
staple food for plants; and that the knowledge
ated to throw “ nany

: should be the true aim of

ing the winter months. - He thus (at South Kil-
verton) obtained fruit of excellent flavour,:
which otherwise could not bave been ripened.
He considers his system as yet as merely an gx-
periment. This number of the Journal also
contains several papers of a purely borticultur-
al ngtun:,u well as extracts from the  Pro-
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SAvE THE SoAr Sups—“1 say now that
are is a witked waste—d'ye know it, neighbor
Flandry ?” “ What, uncle Enoch ? Dunno as
I quite understand ye.” & Why, throwin’ ous
and wastin’ that way all them soap suds the w
your gals there is doiu’,”” “ What is soap su
worth, uncle Enoch ?” % 'Bout a hundred dol-
lars, I guess. what your folxs’ll make "tween
now and spring. Ourn was worth more’n that,
last winter, and 1 guess our folks don’t wash
more dishes and clothes’n youwrn.” « Why,
what in natur do you do'with soap suds to make
’em worth that, uncle Enoch ?’ "« Didn’t I tell
ye ? Wal, raly now, I meant to done n, and I
will now. We save every mite of our suds and
dish water for the garden and truck patch,
splashin’ it over the ground ’bout ouce a week
all winter. ' It's good for gooseberries and cur-
rants, and kills a powerfal lot of bugs and
beetles and pesky worms, and fattens the ground
more’n a hundred dollars’ worth besides. That’s
what soap suds is good for.”—Cosmo in Sat.
Even. Post.

How 10 Reyeve CEoxED CaTTiE—A
corr ent of the Rural. American says: I
bave fattenad many cattle ou potatoes, and al-
ways fed them whole, and occasionally ene gets
choked. 1 then put the amimal in a yard,
where tll.ero~ are bars, which I let down, o that
she can jump over, but as high as she will Jjump.
1 then place bher about two rods from the bars,
with her head towards them, and with a good
whip, well applied, I ron ber over the bars om
the jump, and when she touches the grovnd, om
the opposite side, the potater will Sy out of her
wouth. I have mformed my neighbours of this
remedy, of whom bave tried it, and in
'no case bave I known a failure. .

Dogs Axp Saeer Beris.—An experienced
breeder of sheep says, that a number of sheep

He allows ten bell sheep to every hundred.
‘When sheep are alarmed they run together in
4 compact body, and the ringing of all the bells
frightene the dogs. In-Great Britain and Ire-
land bells are used by almost every owner of
sueep. They are usetul for keeping off dogs
and foxes, the latter being destructive to lambs
in places where this precaution is not taken.

S e

AGE or Saxer—How DeTerMiNep.—The
age of sheep may be known by the front teeth.
They are eight in pumber, and ap
size. . In the second vear the two middle ones
fall out, and their - place is supplied by two
large ones. In the third year a small toeth on
each side. lo the fourth year the Jarge teeth
are six in number, In the fitth year the wiole
front teeth are large. . In the sixth year the
whole begin to get worn. ln the seventh year
the whole fall out or are broken: It is said
that the teeth of ewes begin to decay at five or
8ix ; those of wethers at seven.

GESTATION OF ANIMaLs.—The period of
gestation in'certain animals is set down by a

German author, who is said to be correct, as
follows :

ANIMAL, ) SHORTEST. MEAN, LONGEST.
Mare.cooeoeee 398 347 days 419 da
O0OW iniiovtes 240 d:’.’ 283 “y ;2‘ g..
Sow-.....,.-.-lﬁ' 0 116 « 143 «
E"ooo..ocootol“ * . 164 ¢« 161 «

A record of gestation of mares was kept,
some years ago, at the experimental farm, esiab-
lished by the government of France, by which
it was shown that of 582 mares the shortess
period was 287, and the longest 419 days, show-
in & difference of 132 days in one case !

THE TREE THAT T00K CALOMEL—A gen-

tleman of Rochester was lately in Saratoga
county, N.'Y., and was there shown an lpofe-
tree ia a fine, healthy condition, which Ld
been ill, subjected to treatment with calomel,
and thoroughly cured. This tree was afflicted
with insects, which were destroying it, render-
ing it unproductive. A hole was bored into
the body of the tree nearly through the sap,
and two graios of calomel inserted. As soon as
this calomel was taken vp by the sap, the ver-
min on the tree died and it to bear fruit,
and bas done so for three years, to the entire
satisfaction of the owner, -
To FarrEx Grusk,—Put three or four into
a darkened room, and give each bird one pound
of oats daily, thrown on & pan of water, In
fourteen days they will be found almost too fat.
Never shut up less than two together, as they
pine if left ' | |

Sains eighteen per cent. more water than a fat
one ; and other authorities state the difference

Oﬂwb.'f. &3-,'6 ‘_.m ' i ‘
{ o besf, &s., to.he sill greater ; consequently

to buy.
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According to Prof, Voelcker, a lean hog con- .

in any flock wearing bells will keep away dogs.
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