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Our Female Prayer-meecting.

“ I have becn thinking for some time past
whether we could not got up a femals prayer-
meeting if we trlod—cfon'l you think it would
be a very good thing ?”

This remark was made to me by our dea-
con’s wife, one Bunday morning in~ the early |
part of last year, as we were walking home
together, *

‘“ A most important thing,” I replied, * I
think every Christisn woman ought to be able
to pray with others, May she not be ealled
upon at sny momeut to pray lg the bedside
of a sick or dying frjend? But how shall
we set about it ; our sisters will be sure to be
afraid of the sound of their own voices ‘at
first 7"

“ Well, I have asked half-a-dogen to come
to our house next Monday evening—you'll
come, won't you ? - I know we may venture
to oall upon three, the others [ hope will soon
goin courage.”

Monday evening found us assembled at our
deacon’s house, e commenced the service
with & hymn, a chapter was then read, and
one sister offered prayer; snother hyma, fol.
lowed by another prayer, and then another
and another, until all, except one, had prayed,
Oh, those prayers, the first woman's prayers
I had ever heard, how simple, how earnest
how real ! * We felt as we parted that we had
indeed been with God,

Oar church is a very, very small one.—
When we began our prayer.meeting our oir-
cumstances were most depressing—ever since
they have been brightening. We believe
God answers prayer,

" Alter a shol:'t t’imo we resolved to meet in

ing diselples o Qbria, then our shurches will
the “upper room,” where we worship on|Jesus is the-fountsin of all life, and from him w?ﬁin character upon the ua.
~ Buunday,  This bold step brought an increased | every covenant bl flows into the believ- godly world around them,
sttendance ; in fact every meeting has been [er's moul, A living faith is the connecting .
most encouraging. liok between a d

Perbaps one of my Jady readers has never
been at a female prayer-mecting. My dear
sister, let me introduce you now to ours, Ma
L tell you a little about some of those present
this evening. You see that widow, nluing
under the window there, * A widow indeed
she has lost her earthly all, but her large, lov-
ing nature has concentrated all its aflection
on its Baviour and his Church,

*“ Mrs, T., will you pray 7" = Let us koeel,

Alter a few moments' * speaking silence”
Mrs, T, begins, Hers is no cold repetition
of resdy made phrases; she pours out her
heart * like water before the Lord "' 4 Ob,
my God ! I will ask Thee yet for this thing,
oh, for Jesus sake, make us KINDER Ohm.uuu,
give us, oh, suoh loving hearts.” That is the
burden of her prayer for Us to-night, Now
she is praying for the unconverted, for tue
sick, the destitute, - My dear sister, don't
cheok that toar—let it come, Perhaps you
sro learning & little how **to weep with
them that weep”—perbaps you never realised
before the grand poetry of & woman's prayer,
Batshe bas finished. You notive we sing our
bext bymn with far more feeling than we
sang the opening one, .

“831lu ¥ wﬁl you pray?* Miss D, is
{bat slight girl you heard cough just now; her
tremulous voice és speaking, although you can
Scarcely hear it yot~it will be firmer soon,
Listen well, for that voice will not souad io
this world much | you can oatch the
words, * the great white throne, with Jesus,
heaven,” Bhe prays we may all meet there,
“tis a8 if an angel shook wings.” .

Another hymn, ** Mary J., won's you
this evening 1" Mary is » servant girl,”
she hés vever prayed with wus before,
Bbe begins very slowly, sud with great diffi.
oully—now she is geining confidence, she is
prayiog for usas a eh
Wants well, and is telli
Bhe said to me last ;.l?m .l.’:,.d
Come to the .““." t 1 never ' O
get ir," ﬂhomu’:;lndd our
time in seoret before, God bless her.

That is Mrs, M, who is Rlzlo‘ 50 ::m’

for help to be her little ones
:ﬁ;:l)uy:‘b.l:kﬁuw
are so remarkably
Now two sisters Mlov.mc-bdqm
Gases—we have had similar

before now, But [ am at last asked, Ob, Jot
hpnybkuommmﬂqm-q
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God all about them,

not

will
last

they soon join us, and be as bappy as we are,

should wish to commence one among your own | The worldly pro

pathy.

2nd. A decrease of scandal, wish to be lily Demas, respecting whom.Paul
8rd, Greater oconsistency of life among | says, » He bath forsaken me baving loved this
those ‘who attend, and

answer to prayer,— Baptis

a dead-ebristian is of no use t the church of | the living disciple will wa
Christ.

in the vineyard of our
fessor must be :
have a living faith in a livin
he can perform any acceptab

Without Jesus in the heart there ocan be no
spiritual life, In

oan the ‘dead professor become a livin
disoiple,

the

life will immediately flow into his sou),
all light dwells in

aod he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life,”

+* This ia the record that God hath
us eternal lite, and this life is in his Son,"'—

viour, ‘

Y| apon the exercise of faith in Onrist. * He

that believeth aud is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth not shall be damped,”
The simplicity and decision of this statement

Iofidels way scoff,
devilsmay tremble, and world y
trick and trim their outside christianity, but

damped.”

reversible, Jesus is immutable, but his im,
mutability relates to prinviple, The alterna.
tive of eternal life, or eternal death, issettled

yan, ** now-a-days which is not
18 wuch artificial religion around us in the

preseat day, Kvery Jnoluaor is not a living
professor, ly

hrist withio, aud no liv
Empty professors spend

gowas, candles, and worldly pomp, is all the
religion they koow, and ali the rel
Want to have. Anunskilfal merchant is ruin.

outside

demoed in the day of judgment, O yeo talk.

ing Ubristians, ye covetous lessors,
temporizing and worldly dhdpw ve

this nz . fdu
fiess, what will ye do in the end thereof 7 [
your religion changes with your compan
you are trying to carry Obrist in

she knows oar|then

matter, ‘¢ Woe unto them that are at case
in Zion, that lie u

rink wine in bow
oause many & |With the chief ointment; but tr’ ur not

$0 eater inat the strait gate, for wany” (many,

m) “ will seek to enter in and shall pos
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And now—* May the grace of our Lord Jesus | What folly to elothe our worldly sp
Obrist be with us all.’”” Amen. garb of O ristianity,

As we return, let mo tell you that, if you | a-worldly Christian is ike, My imagination
bave been at all pro

ofited by this meeting, and

calls up o pisture by way of compar

1st, An increase of Christian love and sym- rethren ! Are we "."“Sl Christians ? It

not, what a®® we like ? arely we do not

present avil world.” Shall we imitate the
slothful servant who  was oast into outer
darkness "  Surely not, If we are covetous
like Avanius or S8apphira, we may well trem-
| ble at our approsching end, or it our profes.
sion is false like that of Hywmeneus and Phi-
letus, then our word like theirs, will ¢« eat

a8 doth a canker.” Let Qur character be ia
A dead father ia of no use to his family, and harmony with our profession. Ila one word,

Ik straight up to the

Oross, and as he looks at Jesus he will say,

rd. The dead pro. | *“* Lord what wils thou have me todo? At

vickened by the Spirit, and [the foot of thy eross, 1 laid myself

tSniour before | when I was baptizsd, and now I come again

work to Giod. |to thee to give up to thy service my timo, my

taleat, my purse, my ali, | mysell am thine,

* 1 am bought with 'a price, and must glorify

t:loe in my body and in my 8pirit which are
thine,” "

A dead gloleuion is opposed to the living
power of the Gospel. Worldly-mindedness
contracts the heart, chills the affections, and
imprisogs the sou) among ocarthly things. It
fetters gur feet, ties our bands, bliods our
Outside of Christ there is no blesging.

Dg. | €308 and seals up our purse against the cause
vea to

4th. Who can say what God will not do in
t Messenger,

The Living Dlulple.

BY RRV, JOHN BATES, -

We need livinioOhriutiam to work bi

th
re

this way aed in no other,
th

If he only touches the hem o
viour's garmeot in faith, eternal
As
e sun, s0 all life dwells
Obrist,  « He that hath the Son hath lite,

ju

of

sinner and a ‘llvln‘ Sa SNipink & Sewk.
Eternal life, or eternal death depends Bave you not, Ia imagioation, somietimes
stood by the great masters of soulptare, and
seen with what exquisite care they. chiselled
on their forms of loveliness, intent never to
leave a shade of beauty undeveloped, or a
deformity unnoticed ; never to strike a bair's.
breadth too deep, or to leavea roughness not
smoothed away,
Aund all for what ?  Simply to exhibit their
ideas in the lifeless marble,
But a ohisel is put into your hands, and
you are bidden to shape & sowl. You have
the equared blook of your native capaoities
before you, There is a form of divine beauty
bidden in it, which you may bring out, or you
may hew and hack it into the woss dreadfulde.
formity, Ohisel you must, and chisel you
will ; but O, be careful how you out upoa
that piece of immortality,
There is but ove block given to esch man ;
if be ruins that, he ruins his all, ‘The youn
begio often with rude thoughtless blows, an
chip away their block very fast, Sometimes
they soon eut so deep as makos it impossible
for them ever to bring a forem of beauty out
of their stone ; sometimes they wildl{ dyub it
in picoes, heedless of the wise eautions ad.
dressed to them.
But those who know what they are about,
who know the worth of their opportunity,
work carefully upon the task of their charao.
“'o
They study woll the rules of their art, laid
whe faa| dov o3 etk ive hem by tho e b
.| which gave ¢ eir bloek and their tools ;
% thak.7ay %o maks giaet they look well, t0o, to their model after which
they are to ohisel, which is Jewus Uhrist, ‘the
divine wan,

They who work thus nevér fail of produ.

en to make dead professory tremble, —
pbilosophers may argue,
prolessors may

sil
on
be
is written, * He that believeth not shall be
This is final, The sentence is ir-

this text, for ever.
* There isa thing like grace;” says J, Buo.
grace,” There

The worldly Christian does really
oot Ohrist, but strives * to make a fair show
the flesh.” Hugh persons lory in ap.
rance, but not in heart,” They bave no
ing piety flows out,—
all their strength
Painted windows, embroidered

externals,

igion they

by the purchase of & false Jewel, and an
prolession is ruinous to those who
All false imitations will be ocon.

) and
ond hand,

@ other, and both in your b
you bave no part or f:."su"&".

world in

strength and of life,~Christian Banner,

beds of ivory, that o
snd anoint themselves Not Guilty !

ng from the Dauville
is one of many cases in which a olever lawyer
has dlmt::’ the course of justice, and L

for the afiliotion of Jossp pro-| The followi

like this will not BAYE you, *Birive
a few, but many dead professors, -c
Ob, what » disspointment there
huo;‘mymmuht'h ed himaelf in

%" ell
“'co:dll | m,mm

e a—
of this ration, and what are they like? crimina

the accused,

difference with you, whether & man is guilty

Or not, you will contrive to dig him out in
some way,

guilt till you hear what the jury says.”

. round ?
of God. . On, for living Cbristianity and liv. | pay

with ' asked the lawyer,

ro
:oodnd immodiately commenced
outting away at the waistband of h
loons and soon produced the roll of bills for

the stealing of whieh he had just been tried,
wrapped u
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la to esoape from justice. Some time

irit in the ‘Y. while he was attending court in an ad.
It is hard to say what joini :ﬁod

0g county, he was ap to by a -

-

imen of humanity,

olu&d with
grand larceny, to defend him. lawyer

fessor himself with the world very naturally inquired what orime he was
friends, 500 ooly require— in his beart, and Christ in his hand, must draw | acoused of, {‘ho mav replied that somebody
1st. One hour a fortoight. his own pieture, unlgss ho can find it among|had been mean enough to charge him with
2nd. Two or three Christian women, the « lems” of Franeis Quarles, but his stealing $150 in bank notes, and had got him
8rd, « Lord, teach us how to pray.” end is thrown the ‘canvass by the mas-|indioted. ‘
You will find the advantages to be— terly haad of 'ip::,“ in the death of Demas,

“ Are you guilty 7’ asked the lawyer,

“ That's none of your business,” replied
‘“ They say that makes no

So don’t talk any more about

“ Well, what about the pay I said the

lawyer,

*“ You just bold oa till the trial is over,

and you'll have no trouble about the pay.”
*The trial commenced, and proved to bo a
somewhat protracted and exeited ome. The
distriot attorney' proved that the money in
question. was composed of two fitty dollar

lis on a certain bank, and the remainder of

ten dollar bills, all of which were wrapped
up in a piece of wilk. The jary, after listen.
ing to the counsel in the oase, and receiving

o charge of the judge, retired, and soon
turned with a verdiot of not guilty,

The acoused, who was tly olated with
@ result of the trial and effort of his coun-

sel, invited the latter into one of the vacant

ry rooms, As soon as they were aloce, he

ped his counsel on the shoulder, and ex-

:::rmed.-—

“ Free as water, aiot I? What's the use
trying a man for stealing whean you're
Now I suppose you want your

any thing to. pay
* Lend me your knife and we'll see about

»"
.

“Yes; have you got

that,"

The lawyer, slightly startled at such u
position, rather reluctantly oonrrliod. The

pping and
anta-

P in the identical rim of oiled
k desoribed by the witnesses for the prose.
bion, and throwing it down on the table
fore the astonish lawyer, exolaimed,—

“ There, take your pay out of that ; I

guess there is ocough to pay you tolerably
well,”

“ Why, you villain ! you sto'e that money,
after all,” said the lawyor.
I can take any of that?

- ¢ Stole that money !
talking about ? Dide’s them twelve men up
stairs just say I dida't steal it ? What's the
use of your tryiag to
oonscience, after twelve respectable men have
given their opinion on the subjest? Take

our pay out of that aud ask no questions,
on't be modest in taking; I got it easy
enough, and you've worked hard enough for
i‘."

Qur informant did not state how much the
lawyer took,

““ Do you expeot

Why, what are you

raise a question of

The Desert blossoming.

A friend was onoe :Kuking of the wonder.
tul improvements of the

still
tion will doubtless ses,

dioted would be the conversion of the Sa ara
desert into a fertile cultivated country,
ly no work seemed more im
appam:{'iupo-lblo.

tent no rain

#pots are those which surrounded
oing in due ‘time & form of loveliness of :z:oh"

present age, and the
greater marvels which the next

Sure.
probable, beosuse
Through this vast ex.
ever falls, and the oaly fertile
the few
of water soattéred here and there
ughout the burning wastes, But modern
» 88 0o has said, * laughs at

impossibilities,”  Alvendy the ’mt work has
 begun of sinkiog artesian wells
of caravan.travel, and French

Ewmluqaomdwm-

the route
are

860, five of these wells had been




