8

with

lay,
ay 3
ven
’en L
race

ied
vified.

tation
y and
; the
aking
ile he
jiven,
' (the
slary,
sts of
1 the
ached
ny in-
small
there
ir for-
(says
ble, a
eated
within

The
down
sught.,
€88 or
e and
re for
alto-
s CON-
pposi-
) part
p ap-

OB —
N con-
ch for

were
n dis-
&

grege-
itional
| dur-
cighty
y and
d the
64}

ester
trave

H

s
2

E1ETE

g
-

IR AT

Jaxvary 30, 1867,

.

 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

37

Gorrespondence.

the Presbyterian Minister resident there, in suc- | a large and influential part of the inhabitants,
cessful efforts for the promotion of the Tempe-| not only of this Village, but of the Province

: e CSRPIBLISNRIEPR R 0T T TR good work we labored | genrally. His position as the President of the

For the Christian Messenger,

By Rev Ciunx.u Torrer, D. D.
CHAPTER X.

A YEAR ON PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

(No. 1)

In May, 1888, I took charge of the Baptist
Church at Tryon and Bedeque. My venerable
Brethren Edward Manning and Theodore 8,
Harding bad peérformed a missionary tour on
the Island in the autumn of 1832, and ordaived

_three Baptist Ministers.. There were John

Scott, of North River, who preached in Gaelic
only, Benjamin Scott, at Lot 49, whe preached
only in English, and John Sbaw, of Three Riv-
ers, who could preach in both these languages.
Consequently the Island was not destitute of any
ordained Baptist minister, These, however, re-
sided a long distance from the field of my labor ;
and there were many other places in which
numbers of the people were desirous of Baptist
preaching. It was, therefore, arranged at the
first that, besides discharging the pastoral duties
to one Church, I should devote a portion of the
time to missionary labor,
On the 28th of June Mr, Donald MeDonalds
under whose ministry ‘many people were exer-
cised with . extraordinary convalsive affections,
preached near the place of my residence, and I
attended his meeting, On a former occasion he
had treated me barsbly ; but he now invited me
to take a seat by him. He stated to me that he
and some of his adherents bad the gilt of tongurs,
and the power of effecling miraculous cures,
that they made no use of the memory, &e., and
that he did not now select a text, but opened
his Bible promiscuously at the commencement
ol his discourse, and preached from that passage
on which his eye first lighted. After proposing
a number of questions to me, he asked me the
weaning of Eph, iv. 5—* One faith, one bap-
tism"—inquiring what baptism it was? On my
expressing the opinion that it was water baptism
—connected with faith,as i this answer {urnished
- proof positive with reference to my state, he im-
mediately replied, “ You are an unregenerale
man,” 1 assure you," said I, ®Mr, McDonald,
with me it is a very small matter to be jadged of
man’s judgment.'” “ It is pot man's judgment,"
said be, it is Jesus Christ speaking through me :
and | bave not said a word since I came in here
bat it was just Jesus Christ speaking through
me.” As, however, he seemed not to regard me
as yet convinced of the correctness of his decis-
ion, he waved his hand toward his adherents,
and added, * There are numbers of witnesses
here who will rise up and make oath that you
are an unregenerale wan.” His sermon which
followed was in keeping with his preliminary
observations, Some who where present when
he preached there the last time before, informed
me, that his Bible opened to the same text, (1
Cor. i, 30.) * He that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord,” It seems difficylt to imagine by
what process he managed to draw out of this
text the sentiments which he advanced from it—
very far from it—npamely, that the unconverted
are not bound to obey the law of God, * for,"
said be, “ a king cannot comtand rebels ;" that
the flesh and bleod of believers are not required
to keep it, quoting in support of this (1 Cor,
xv, 50.) *Flesh and blood can not inherit the
kingdom of God ;" and that we must not trust
in Christ's obediehce tu the law, or His righte.
ousness, but that the regenerate child, whose
“ pame,” he said, * is Jesus,” does perfectly obey
the divine law,
Though these views were manifestly wild and
extravagant in the extreme, and it was evident
to me that both preacher and people placed quite
too much confidence in the convulsive exercises
prevalent among them, yet I could by no means
pase the same judgement on them thas he pro-
‘noinced oo me, Perbapssome of his people
would, on his testimony, have adventured to
make the oath which he affirmed they would,
but not all, for I was credibly informed that one
of them eaid afterwards, I do think Mr, Yup-
per must be a good Christian man, or be would
bave got angry.” In the inscrutable
mudwmw‘::..uu
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most cordially.

that certain Churches on the Island, regarded as

the people generally understood Gaclic only,|i

delivered an address, designed to impart to them

down, I did not, however, enjoy very comfor-

table rest. Our host, doubtless with much inten-

ded kindness, set rum before us, and invited ue

to drink., This gave me occasion: urgently to
recommend total abstinence. The thought na-

turally occurred to me, how much better it
would bave been to expend the money laid out
for rum in the purchase ot a tick to enclose the
straw, instead of baving to scatter it om the
floor. ,

In the antumn a visit from my dear Brethren
Wm. Chipman and 1. E. Bill, sent by our Home
Missionary. Board, cheered and aided me in my
work. It had appeared to our aged and experi-
enced Brethren Manning and Harding desirable

Secotch Baptist, should be united with bur asse.
ciated Churches ; and Brethren Chipman and
Bill, baving visited some of them, concurred in
in this view. By mutual agreement, therelore,
a special Meeting was beld, on the first day of
October, at Lot 48, in which these Brethren
with me and other delegates, met delegates from
several of theése Charches, The principal ob-
stacle to the contemplated union seeméd to be
what was called * The Marriage Question,”
Both parties agreed that it is desirable for believ-
ers to have believing consorts, and persons of
the same denomination ; but wo maintained, that
the marrage of a church member with one that
is not, or that does not profess to be regenerated,
may be tolerated, while our Scotch brethren
deemed it indispensable to exclude immediately
for this ; but they would restore on -a profession
ot repentance, and allow the penitent to retain
the unconveried partner, Numbers spoke on

and seriousness as was exhibited thronghout this.

the point at issve,

acquiesced in this proposal.

the way for an increase of union among the dit-

respects.
For the Christian Messenger,
An Inquiry.
u". Ed“m',- .

1 believe it to be the general practice of the
British and Foreign Bible Bociety to re-elect its
officers, President especially, from year to year,
and seldom, if ever to make a change, unless re-
sigoation, removal or death makes it absolutely
necessary. A reference to the printed reports
of the Bociety will sustain this opinion. Even
in Branch Bocieties there is a strong adherence
to this custom, Hence any d¢parture therefrom
very naturally awakens a little curiosity,

1 am intormed by a report of a meeting of the
Bociety lately held in Wolfville, at which the
officers for the ensuing yean were elected, that
the Venerable FPresident of Acadia ‘

whose connection with, and support of the B, ¥,
B, 8, for nearly balf a century has been widel ]

each side ; but the discussion was principally
conducted by my worthy Bro. John Bhaw and
myself. It is probably rare that a debate is car-
ried on with so moch mutual kindness, candor,

As is usual in such cases, neither party conceded
The result was, however,
that numbers of those present expressed a will-
ingness to unite with our Association. on con-
dition that their Churches should be allowed to
exercise discipline in this case accdrding to their
own view of duty, and to decline admitting to
communion such as had married unconverted
partners, and bad not been restored to fellowship
on confession of their fault. Maintaining the
independence of the Churches, we, of course,

The visit of our Missionaries to the Island at
this time was evidently useful in thus preparing

ferent Baptist Churches, as well as in farthering
the interests of truth and piety in various other

University of Acadia College, his connection
: In my evangelistic labors 1 visited a Scotch | with the Theological Department of that Uhi-
: AU'I‘OBIW‘IAPHICAL SKETCH. ' Settloment on the road to Charlottetown. As| versity, his standing as an author, his relation

n various ways to the cause of evangelicalism,

bro. D. Crawford, kindly accompanicd me, and | all combine to make the act of his removal a
sung and prayed in their language, and likewise | matter of grave importance to its members,

Why, a denomination of so many thousands

the substance of my distourse, The people ap- | as are the Baptists, among whom there always

| peared very attentive, and grateful for the visit, | have been, and still contipue to be, many of the
When the time for retiving to rest arrived, the | warmest supporters of, and most cheerful contri-
mistress of the house where the meeting was| butors to the Bible Society, notwithstanding the
beld scattered some hard bunches of straw on | provocations to the contrary,.shoull be thus
the floor—not & very clean one—spread a blan- | wounded by the undeserved dierespect of their
ket and coverlet over the straw, and we lay | aged friend and brother, remains unanswered.

It will be remembered that Baptists here and

elsewhere have invariably thrown open their

oburches and ever welcomed Bible Agents to

their pulpits and homes; that the Pastors of

their churches have been awong the foremost to

aid them in their agency, that especially in this

place their contributions have exceeded all oth-
ers, and as these things are remembered the
wound will deepen, and yet, it is hoped, it will
be borne with christian forhearance, Neverthe-
less the question returns, Why was it inflicted ?
Bishop Medley, in his official capacity, in
terms clear and éxplicit gives his reasuns for
the expulsion of one of bis curates. He is open
and above board, notwithstanding his sneers at
the * sect of the Baptists,”” and the undue se-
verity of his language towards his offending
curate ; but the hiddep reason for this thrust at
Dr, Cramp, and through him at the great bedy
of Baptists elicits the inquiry, Why was it made ?
from your correspondent.

Jan, 7, 1967, . ALPHA,

For the Christian Messenger.
Psalmody and Praise.
No. 5.
HALIFAX AND ITS CHOIRS.

Halitax—its musical s'andard, its musicians,
and musical society, are subjects of thought and
animadversion every where ; though Halifax and
its public seem somewhat unconscious of it.
There are few places on the continent where
the stranger requires the assisiance of friends
wore than in Halifax. The all important * in-
troduction™ or * letter of recommendation” is
the only legitimate key to acquaintance ; and a
stranger, lacking one or both of these, finds Hal
ifax an uninteresting city. But this cannot be
said of every circle in Halifax, any more than
of other cities of similar character, The lite-
rary student, or scholar, the really refined and
intellectual traveller should never seek to ingra-
tiate himself into the favors of this class of per-
sons, a8 toeir charaoteristics would only offend
his democratic tastes and sepsitive nature.
Musicians, on the other hand, of every circle,
if really accomplished, seldom require such re-
commendation of the equally accomplished stran-
ger; his attainments being sufficient for the
'| parposes of introduction, and his subsequent
conduct sufficient guaranty tor continved res-
pect and estimation. Mausicians, generally, are
a courteous, friendly, cheerful, refined .and in-
telligent portion of any community ; and there
existe among such, everywhere, a kind of broth-
erly fellowship and feeling almost like free-ma-
sonry, There are many musicians in Halifax ;
and, consequently, there is & great deal of social
relationship and fraternity among the social cir-
cles, which otherwise would not be,

In conversing with persons in their various
occupations, one is scmetimes surprised with the
discovery of worthy musical attainments iu indi
viduals whose external appearauce indicated no
such taste and refinement, Yet such, in large
communities, where, every year, new aspirants
claim the proud position of the aristocrat, and
where the formerly wealthy, equally, suddeuly
sink to poverty and obscurity, must ever be the
case ; and the traveller and the experienced per-
son soon learn to recognise this continual upward
aod downward circuiation of the social element,
The specific gravity circulation of the ocean
element seema no more natural, no more a con-
tingent.to its state, than does this specific gravi-
y of the elements of society. Again, the man-
ifest advantages derivable from the present ad.

g

M

aristocracy, confined within the narrow limits ot
jealous conventionalism, remains. From such a
state of pawsive socialism, one might almost im-
agine an eventual exchange of influence : demo-

: | cracy gaining in numeric power wbat aristocra-

¢y possessed in other and pecuniary influence.
If we legitimately trace out the tendencies ot
his rapidly growing influence of democratic
superiority, we sha!l even now find it crowding
over the bars of conventional restrictiop, and
occupying, with credit, many of the posts of*in-
fluence and emolument, of usefulsess and res-
pectability.

In the church, in the society, every where
were, practical atlainments, musical or mental,
are required, the studious, energetic, aspiring
ambition of those whose evenings are devoted
to sell culture and improvement, and whose

o>

| delight is in success at any sacrifice of pleasure

until attained, every where do we perceive these |
persons advancing. In conmsequence of this do
we f{requently meet with honest worth aund
werit in the unprepossessing habiliments of the
greasy artisan, the imdustrious, hard-fisted me-
chanic, and the unpretentious woman.
- Merit and modesty are thus often found almost
too unpretending to be useful ; almest too diffi-
| dent to claim their due modicum of vespect.
Enlightened minds yield credit to merit because
they cannot longer refuse it ; and the proud son
ot the millionaire, the daughter of the aristocrat,
applaud with increasing earnestness, the success-
es of the mechanic and the artisan. These rad-
ical changes upon the road to improvement and
a more convenient state of sociability and inter.
course, immediatcly and foreibly strike the ob-
serving visitor whose comparing, inductive eye
scans the sacial circles of the formerly supereili-
| ous aristocracy worshipping Halifax.
During a somewhat lengthened stay within the
precinets of old “Chebucto’s churchy city,”I have
been privileged toa thorough understanding of its
musical taste, society, influence, ability by talent,
by education, and various facilities of its promo-
tion and usefulness ; and, in supplying to the
Messenger readers my conclusions and reviews,
1doso because of the absence of much of the
knowledge of this; both in town and couatry. -
Having visited personally, various choirs in the
city, and having done so for the express purpose
of a comparative review of the musical and
social standard, I now submit my conclusions,
hoping they may at least entertain.
Halifax bas about a dozen choirs, averaging
perhaps twelve singers in each. There have
been quite a number of public music teachers,
and instructors in vocalization, during several
years past. The standard of these has been
little higher than in the country, with two or
three exceptions, There have, of course, been
many private instructors, -
In consequence of the absence of proper criiie
cism, the public vocal performances are, to the
professional singer, very frequently, exceedingly
|flat; yet the public for various reasons tacitly
appear satisfied. This state of the public taste
induces a similar perpetration again and again,
and Halifax credit suffers proportionably, A
conncisseur from the music halls and concert
rooms of Europe or the United States, fails to
see the merit of very many of our performances
in public ; the public journalista praise every
thing poesible, and seldom or never denounce the
spurious and bad.
A few real eritics—persons of taste and abil-
ity—leaders, would greatly bewefit our public
taste and performances by a well applied, honest
supervision of everything solicitous of public
patronage and appreciation. Halifax needs and
asks this of its professionals, and the public re-
quire it from the journalists, who are main.
ly responsible for its absence, In Europe, and
the United States, how .different the standard
because of the careful serutiny of public aspi-
ration after merit and eredit !
The points of a performance should be ana-
Iytically examined, and the faults, as well as the
virtues, stand or fall by their approach to the
acknowledged standard. Why should i not be
eo here ? Halifax has musical eritics,a worthy
few, and I suppose the printer's request only is
required to induce any real lover of this delight
ful art to give it elevation, I¢ is impossible, and
ever must continue so, to distinguish true merit
without criticism to mould it. The uncriticised,
always praised and commended musician, rapid-
ly becomes oblivions to his faults, as also too
proud to acknowledge them. Fhis state of
things is fatel to society, as well as to the sing-
ors usofulness; and the unsparing, honest, an-
alyser of bis -o;i:. ;: publicly ::QM his
performance, is friend, singers
ave flattered into what they are not ; and many
frightened, by an expose of their faults, without
Justice to their merits, out of what they are.
| Musicians, in public, are not to be the targe




