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One Gospel for all Ages. 

BY REV. JOIN DAVIS, | 

No doubt we live in a wonderful age. Yet 
it may be well for us to remember, that .this 
wondrous age springs not out of itself ; but is 
rather the produet of the ages which have g 
before it. = sacaulay:' somewhere illustrates 
this thought by the figure ‘of a little bo 
standing upon his ather’s shoulders, and 
exclaiming, in an extaoy of conceit, * Ohl how 
wuch farther I see than grandpa I’ Stch is 
our age, Beyond all question, a wonderfully 
advanced age. 
lay’s little fellow perched on his grandfather's 
shoulders, and learn to be humble. = ; / 

Another point in regard to this age, and & 
graver one. It is.a sadly dictatorial age.~— 
While it is prone to forget'ite owa origie, it 
it is also apt to usurp functions which do' not 
belong to it. It seeks, for instance, to adapt 
every thiag to itself, It ism fast age, and 
must have its own: ‘short-hand ‘methods tor 
every thicg. Lt abounds in appliances for 
ease and comfort, and wust have. everything 
@ade easy and comfortable. It is especially 
am exceedingly enlightened age.” It has 
emerged {from the darkness of the past.” It 
must needs, therefore, walk in the glare of 
its own splendours, and must by no means be 
governed by the dim and fulignt perceptions 
of former ages. Now it imports its notions 
of this kind into sacred regions, ‘The religion 
of the past is not suited to thly wonderful 
age. f must form its own religion, suited to 
its own peculiarities, and its own’ tastes. — 
That religion must be su mary in its announce- 
ments, 10 suit the amasing speed of the age. 
It must be lenient in its presoriptions to suit 
ita love for the charming and pleasant. Above 
all, it must do homage to the enlightenment 
of the age, and by no means suffer the dark 
aess of the past to project its gloom and sha- | bis humble, penitent, contrite, aud believing 
dows into the brilliant day-light of thé pres- 
eat. And, alas! there are men who pan- 
der to these longings of an age; and preach 
and inculoate, not what the Word of God en- 
joins, but what may be agreeable to the sick- 
ly fancies of the times. “‘ Speak -ubto us 
smooth things, prophesy-dedeits !” Such is the 
demand of the age; and pahy there are who, 
like the courtly prophets of Ahab and Jess- 
bel, are swift to fulfil its behest. 
We beg now 0 protest against all this.— 

Io our own name, aod in the name of the 
many, who, bappily, are not cdrried away by 
the exactions ot the age, we enter our pro- 
teat. vo 

This protest we eater on behalf of the pur: 
AND ANCIENT GosPEL,— the Gospel which tells 
of man's ruin’ as a sinner<<his redemption b 
the SBaviour—and bis Juerstion by the 
Holy Spirit: The G as taught by Paal 

proclaimod, with wo Aree sound, from the: 
ulpit of our own Spurgebn.”'* © 

/ fn eotering this protest we ‘would devout! 
mention the nwo of 2he' God of this Gospel, 
We would especially "recall the ‘weighty fact 
that this Gospel is everywhere represented in 
Boripture as the Highest’ prodact of the wis- 
doit of ' Heaven. ' Nay; the Bible speaks as 
it here deity had, in some Fort, exhausted and 
poured out all’ its ‘pesdiirces. ‘Hence Paal 
writes of ¢ the riches of his grace, ‘wherein 
he Bath abousided toward us in all wisdom Sr Se etn ah pin above ll thy Game.” I Christ hithset, 
who, fa the pune SRY Mite ‘us 
80 largely in th rope verbs ; snd 
says, among other things; « I, Wisdom, dwell with‘pradence, aod’ find out’ knowledge of 

w EE 1 

|in God's way of savi 

| loftiest manifestations. And is it tor man to 

gone | record of the results which have arisen from 

¥ { here 

y | glance towards heaven, we there behold the 

ex- (and myself after them, and then Sloat to heav- 

ng sinners, we obtain 
our deepest insight into the mind of our God. 
and behold the wisdom of of Jehovah in ite 

dictate to this wisdom ?. Is it for any to let 
down that Wisdom to the level of his own de- 
pravity and folly? Yet such should seem to 
to be the vain and unworthy imagination. of 
all who would adapt the Gospel of heaven to 
the varying fancies and tastes of the varying 
ages of the children of earth. .. 4 
We farther protest against such a course 

because of the,danger: which attends it. For 
what is the whole history of heresy, but the 

those attempts at accommodation of which we 
speak 2 So it was in Paul's dey— 

*¢ Christ crucified” was then * unto the Jews 
a stambling-block, and uato the Greeks=fool- 
ishoess,”’ long, to gratity the Jew, as we 
see in Aets xv, 1, the doctrine of salvation by. 

tion by circumeision,. This was the ancient 
ritualism.. Out of it, apd out. of some kin- 
dred clements, there sprang at length the fall 
blown ritualism of Popery. Then, farther, 
to gratify the Greek, this same. doctrine of 
the cross was adulterated by the dreams of a 
false philosophy ; from which at length result. 
ed all the doetrinal corruptions which 80 800D 
began to creep over the ro churches, and 
which have so long,and so sadly hidden Christ, 
and salvation by Carist from the view of men, 
At some of these, as having begun to devel: 
ope themselves id his day, Paul points in! 
Col. ii. 18-28. * Alas! these tamperings with 
* the truth as it is in Jesus I” 1tisis dread- 
ful to think of them. Woe! ‘woe! for the 
“ antichrists” which have thus risen up to 
darken and to curse the world ! 
with the betrayal of truth to the corrupt tan- 

the begining, he who would be saved must 
come to God with his sacrifice, his * confession 

heart. To reject these terms wasto kindle the 
avger of God, and to perish, - Hence the doom 
ot Cain in the Old Testament, and of the 
prond, unbending Pharisees, filled with the 
spirit of Cain, in the New. Thus it is that 
the threat of a broken law rolls and roars 
over theshead of him who saeks to be justified 
thereby. Oa the other hand, in regard to 
the Gospel, we have this explicit statement, 
~+*¢ Neither is there salvation in noy other; 
for here is none othér name ‘under heaven 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” — 
Nay, what says Paul here ?—* But though 
we, or, an angel from heaven, preach any 
other Gospel than that which we have 
preached unto you, let Aim de accursed I” — 
And if, by the wid of the Apocalypse, we 

martyred hosts, standing before the throne of 
God, ** baving rag, Jed robes, and made 
them white,” not in their own blood, but * in 
the blood ot the Lamb.” It were ‘to 
add more to the same effect. We might dwell 
for instance upon the case of the apostle Paul, 
as detailed by’ himself in that famous passage 
Phil. iii. 4-11. ‘Which reference may recall 
the story of a certain other Go winister 
on bis dying bed. He was ask 
* Well brother, and what are you doing now?” 
“ Doing,” was his reply ps gathering to- 
gether all my experiences, ' aud prayers, and 
sermons, and labours, and sorrows; ani 
loloess ; that L.may throw them sll 

en on the plank of free grace” We add 
another illustration to ‘the ‘same effect. It 
occurs in & letter which reached us the other 
day from De. ‘Godwin, classical tutor at Brad- | 

io h 
God sd his sade, Ho'ia now SB 

journey, 

| ab "while the Gospel, distinotivel Bat let as think. ot. Maocau- {the cross mixed up with the heresy of salva. road, Pp stinotively so 

£ ‘A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 
an thy kind arms I fall; 
Be thou my strength and righteousness, 

pi: My JESUS, and MY ALL’ 

Buoh are the claims of the ‘Gospel itself ; 
and 'in this way have good men been wont to 
interpret those claims. .And is it for us, in 
our-blindness and temerity, to. refuse: to ad- 
eg them ; as they bry who hang their poor fad. 

garlands aron thie cross as though the 
would hide its’ “offence ;" forgetful phos 
whife of ‘Him who hath said, « And 1, if I be 
lifted wp from the earth “will draw all men 
wg me,” ¥ 
he present aspect of the world, in its rela- 

tion tojour immediate object must not here 
be overlooked. “We turn our eyes towards 
Britain, Germany and the United States. We 
seé thete much ‘to be deplored, * But amid 
all ‘We 8ee an open Bible, widely scattered 

called, is  frecly proclaimed, and exten. 
sively received.  Apd these are the peoples 
pow in the ascendaucy in the affairs of the 
the world. © Our old Gospel, it may safely be 
affirmed, has made them, after every possible 
allowance and deduction, great and happy at 
bome, and influectial abroad. hi tna 
And where do: the multitudes. gather, time 
after time, to listen, and to be’ impressed ? — 
Lt is where the old Gospel is proclaimed, if 
oot in ile old forms, yet in its ancisnt spirit 
and simplidity. A Spargeon would not ‘be 
what he is, vith all his peeuliar endowments, 
if, it were not that this old Gospel is the up- 
varying staple of: his administrations, So it 
is in ess striking instances: Even upgodly 
men will not; as a general rule, flock around 
the teachers of heresy. There is’ within 
them a ¢onsciousness, that if anything is to do 
their souls good, it must be no modern invén- 

LYE 

Christ in the Warehouse. 

Lt is often the complaint of those who speak 
of great. cisies—** There is '80 much crime 
there.” Others give itanother form-—There 
are splendid churches and pastors, but I fear 
the ym lite of ‘the ity is not of a very 
high order.” No doubt there is crime there 
as well as elsewhere, No doubt there is a 
style of religious life in our cities as defec- 
tive as that which is sometimes found elses 
where. But we have met with ‘instdnees of 
singular probity, and’ instances of ‘4" singulur 
piety. OF one of these I should like to tell 
ou, 

x Ou oneof the most busy streets down town 
there stands a large warehouse. -Mon are 
moving about with orderly rapidity. The 
proprietor is at the desk, overlooking purchas- 
es and sales; and his eye and manner of 
movement fndicute energy of character. Tt 
in a oyhical mood, you will look in .and say, 
“ What sesl to serve Mammon !"” ' The clock 
will strike twelve in a moment. Let ‘us en- 
ter. ‘Giive a hint that you would like to wit 
ness the somewhat singular custom of the place 
aod hour. : You will ’' be ' welcome, op. 1 
the custom is cet ren of beyond the 
immediate parties. You go upstairs to a room 
as quiet hr locality admits, and oy seated. 
A bymn is ; & chapter is rea ith a 
tew bbb © pexyen is offered ; and A A 
pany disperses to luuch or to busivess. -It|i 
does not take long, but it gives evidenos that, 
awid all thestir of that wapehouse, is is: not 
Mammon but God who is sought apd served. 
Ot other results we cannob speek ; but ‘we 

‘heard; not Jong since, of one result, over which 
you cannot bus rejoice. Oae of the persons 

him up as ') Bat that’ nodaday  re- 
ob God, in’ the upper room of the 

“ bad been to him a means ok:grace. 

{for them as little as’ here? Let us, ' thé 
pasher a cheerful hope, and instead of ‘brood- 
ng over dark aspeots, think more of the al: 

ity grace of God. If we are, indeed, 
faithful and truly the friends of Christ, we are 
not alone. . There are men of kindred spirit 
in yonder factory, in that great ship, and in the 
busy hanbts of commerce and exchange, as 
in Apostolic days, there were some who 
‘ loved Christ evenin Cmsar’s hodsehiold.”— 

» 

Pleasant Thoughts of Hgnven. 

“The pathway between earth snd" Heaven 
. itp over to me now,” said one who had 

uried eons and daughters in rapid supcessior 
uttil bat one ny “ Hikcvid ‘lod cv 
seem a long way off, but now it is. se near.” 
And Now in 7 ihe prime ‘of ioe and 
health, and reaping the golden harvest of ear- 
ly and sneoessful toil, the father grew joytul 
as be imagined him self already” crossing to 
the other shore. ~~ ~~. © "© © 

“1 like to name over to myself, in the 
stillness of the long Right Wejgben,” said an 
invalid, ** those I expect to meet in heaven ; 
and, it is so pleasant to call them one by one, 
and think of all I have enjoyed with them 
here.” ° 

“ It is a glorious thing to die,” ‘was the. 
testimony of Hadnsh More on her death-bed, 
though her life had beon, sown thick with’ 
rarest {riendships, and age had not so weak. 
ened her memory as to, cause her to forget 
those little hamlets among the cliffs of the 
Mendip hills, or the mission-schools she had 
with sach wondurfal perseverance established 
and where she Would be sadly missed. 
A yoptbiful bride fook past with ‘her cies of men, They have ended in the blotting | tion. bat the ancient. old. fashion |— husband on the steamer Melville,” with 

out of that truth, and the ‘ruin’ of couples the Com "Py hy — wand, Lu,|Dright. snticipations of a happy Southern 
For, it is important 10 votice, by way of | (hess later days, I down, she took from her pocket her farther enforcing our protest, that the | rs i little Testament, agd with the calmness of the Bible everywhere i upon the ezclusive .iACenclusion.in our nex.) +» Christian faith strove to direct the minds of claims of the pure and ancient Gospel. From E obuot her terrified Iollow-passengers to One who 

dwelt +‘ beyond the swelling floods,” and’ who 
would receive them even at the latest hour. 
‘Her. father a pastor of one of our New Eog-- 
land churches, jn writing of her, says : * She 
went down amid the roar of wintry winds to 
slumber in the ocean depths. We can find 
uo garland to lay on her grave; but whed I 
think of ber, I am joyous rather than sad.— 
It seems to me that this earth is a great pack. 
ing: place, ao while we are busily engaged in 
getting ready to move, some friend comes in 
and offers to take one child to our future home 
[tis a relief that one is already safely there, 
away from the bustle and confusion, while we 
remain to finish the work,” E 

Seventy Years ago. : 

To appreciate what has. been dome by the 
applied doiences operating through their de- 
pendent and associate arts, we have. ouly te 
go back a little more that. two: thirds of a 
century, to the times of Franklin and Wash. 
ington, aod in many cases to those: of our 
own immediate fathers. Ia those days of 
swall things, 


