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Psalmody and Praise.
No. 6,

City choirs are subjects of remark, 'and per.
haps avimadversion, in tows, village, and raral
hawmlet ; and it is, naturally enough, to be sup-

posed that their standards of style, taste, and ex-
pression, are derivable from metropolitan sources.
This, were the metropolitan standard what it
should be, is proper; bus if standards of excel-
lence there are defective, then it is wrong to
copy, from them; and the defect of standard, there
is, aleo, culpable. o
That such a stale of things is only attributable

ployed. Again, the church in 8, Street may
combine in its singing some importagt requisites
of standard  execution,: yet the pronunciation
may lack emphasis; or there may be very im-
perfect blending of the voices. Each' tone

. |may be sung without regard to the other parts;

and ‘the cffect my Le very bad. Again, the

‘| chorister, through inattention to musical diction:

ary; placed at the head of the music, may badly
render every tune in the book, and, through bad
adaptation of words to tunes, or tunes to words,
both the poet and masical composer msy be
grossly libelled. e e
. Ju, Halifax we have heard Old Hundred, and
other standard chorals, which one would natu-
rally suppose it impossible to mis-understand,
performed in every variety of style from Allegro
to Grave ; yet we have recognised none of the
solemn swell with which old Luther invested it,

to our negligence and inattention to the proper |in any of the renditions; and we reluctantly

cultivation ol the art, ie plain to every one ; yet
there are many reasons why such a state of
things may be induced in the city, and not in
the country. : :

First, country singers have more time to at-
tend to rebearsal, and more leisure to devote to
musical education, t/ an most of these constitut:
ing the choirs of the city. . Secondly, except the
performers possess rare merit, there is really less’
encouragement given the chorist in the city
than in that of the country ; for, after all, the
comparative taste is spperior in the rural than
in the metropolitan district, when the advanta-
ges of each are fairly considered, i b8

Halifax bas not, because of the lack of suffi-
cient encouragement and remureration, received
mach bepefitirom efficient public Instructors ;
two or ‘three only baving remained sufficiently
long to render Valuable services demonstrative
by products. Tbe mere pittance doled out, as
stipulation, to the bard-working professional for
his labor, is often insufficient for payment of ex-
penses. This stipulation too, is, I am told, not al-
ways paid ; there being always a good percentage
of every class whose lack of princinle either res.
tricts their amount of payment to the number of
lesions which their own culpable delinguency
bes induced, or who refuse payment entirely.

Then, in consequence - of this absence of re-
muperative fees and proper  appreciation,
efficient instructors are prevented from locating
themselves bere ; cheap teachers give limited
instruction, and the direct consequence is.a Jow.
standard of perfection.

Such an unenviable state of musical morale
cannot but be the result, when such causes are
permitted to bave influence, either in town or
country ; but they bave a much more injurious
effect and tendency in the former sections than
in the latter, because of the influence and as-
cendancy ever obtainable by city practices and
cusioms over those of the rural districts.

The country farmer may be an intelligent
man enough, but his limited knowledge of prin-
ciples bave uofitted him for correct judgment,
concerning what is not, and what is standard, in
the usages of musical society in the city ; while.
the supposition of greater advantages, and a
bigher standard of knowledge, may lead bim to
adopt even the fayle as well as the virtuss of
city singers. For instance, B. Street choir ma
contain wuny powerful voices, and a fine organ
and organist, and the congregation may be
largely composed, on some Sabbaths, of coun-
try visitors. Tbese may be delighted with the
vocal karmony preduced, and suppose that vocal
bharmony is only produced by efficiently trained,
and competently qualified vocalists. But pos:
sibly the chorists may not even understand the
rudimetal principles of the art which so estab.
lishes them in the. estimation of the listening
countryman. Then these choirs may sing choral
barmonies in the style and with the movement
of glees; “ Old Hundred’' as “ Nativity ;"
“ Mear,” “ Bedford,” Aylesbury'' “ China,”
“ Duodee,” “ Martys,” St. David’s” and * St
Giles,” as if they were properly sung n any and
every style, dictated by the glossary, and the
countryman, gratified at having learned some
new thing since his arrival, dictates, upon his
retari, the falee style, bad adaptation, unintel-
ligible-provanéiation and general rendition of
these chorals to bis choir at home.

Nor does the evil influence cease here.  One

mourned the public taste which permitted it.

The evils of the absence of-style in Church
Psalmody, largely rob the department ot praise
in the sanctuary, of its solemnity. This branch
of the service is frittered away, too often, by
thi¢ means. If there is that in style which in-
duces greate? solemnity,or is productive of great.
er religious feeling, then, we ask, Why not em-
ploy it. A little study of style, and the object
of it, a little attention to the signification of
barmonies, and a little desire to make tunes the
vebicles™ for solemn praise in the sanctoary,
would enable christians to discharge their hign

profit. -

Of ‘style I might continue to speak unti) these
articles were voluminous. I shall refer to a few
as of manifest importance, rather striving to
avoid being tedions. Style bas many teachers,
both secular and sacred. In the present age,
when the 1aste for the secular so rapidly usarps
the place of the sacred in this prominent depart-
'ment of vocal usefulness, it becomes the student
aod the Teacher of the art, to guard carefully
against the inroads of the destroying principles ;
and, aiming to feel the text he enunciates, choose
carefully, proper vehicles ot praise for the con-
veyance of the embodied idea. Overlooking, or
insufficiently estimating the manifest importance
of .this, bad effects, bad adaptation, formal wor-
ship, and discreditable perfofmances will, and

Our ordinary musical dictionary contains too
few sufliciently distinctive terms to make it a
general guide to the style of every unmarked
choral which our music books coditain ; too little
is also known of the glossary we Aave ; and much

style as their guide, than the dictations of their
own imperfect and perbhaps vitiated taste.
For instance : Andante as defined in some

distinctness,” In others * elow, and with a pe
culiar accent and movement;” leaving the
uninitiated in a very unpleasant state of mystifi-
cation as (o what is meant by the latter portion

ambiguous, definitions given of this common

bim the exact idea.
The movement of common Andante psalmody

tune * Siloam” is generally sung—not losing
sight of the fact that we, in Nova Scotia, have
yet to learu the true style of this pretty compo-

in accentjng andantes with equality and preci-
sion vpon each separate part of the measure
alike. The tung “ Zion' is, in tbe original, an
Andante ; yet it is, throughoat the city—and in
many portions of the country sung as an A legro,
“ Siloam’’ might properly be regarded as anoth-
er, though of slightly different character, among
Andaates ; inasmuch as it partakes more largely
to the legalo susienuto than may be said of the
former. I Siloam” the long notes are cres-
cendoed and dimiguondoed ; while the quarter
notes and eighths have an equal accent, of a
sforzando character ; and the wiiole is sung in the
closely connected and gliding maunner of * Mount
Vernon.” This latter, pretty little parlor duett

choir’ copies from anotber, Choristers are, of |is also of the same character ; is a legato con es-

course, maore or less responsible for the style and
rendition ol the vopalization performed by their
choirs ; and are, also, responsible for the evils
arising from imitations of it, .

Churches, again, and clergymen, as the super-

| being that its every note is perlormed wiih aswell,
and all the intervals connected with a glide in of-

fetuoso style ; yet, if “ Woodbury were to hear

intendents of the service, are responsible to the
chorister, for the absence of good material in the
choir, when the ecngregation contains it, Itis

in Nova Seotia generally, he might
eutertain sume doubt as to its identity. Iv is

lly drawled io baste, with a sort of sing.

A common thing, even bere, for clorgymen to| song movement, possessing as litle. sou! as sopo-

o R

positions of trust and responsibility with greater/

#
.

i-| - Were I'to continne oo, 1 thould feel it my

duty to notice a great many varieties of aceent,
included ,within the signification of the postu-
late “ peculiar movement,”” which constitutes a
portion of the definition of the term “Andante ;”
but my course would necessitate copious ilinstra-
tion from the Andantes of the great Masters,
and my space would be all occupied. As it is,
the best advice to be given is * stuly various
musical compositions, and compare together.”
That is the only way for improvewment. ,
| 8.
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For the Christian llemger

RBev. G. M. Grant and Religious
Newspapers.

I have read the Rev. G. M. Grant's Lecture
on “ Reformers of the nineteenth Centory.”
There is much in it that might be controverted.
The facts are not all correctly stated, and the
opinions expressed, especially respecting those
who are styled “ Reformers,” will not find sym-
pathisers, I venture to predict, among the ma-
jority of sound religious thinkers in this Pro-
vince.

There are somd men, even in this nineteenth
century, who try-to be eloquent in the exposure
of what they call  shams,” and stigmatife earn-
estness in religion as “ cant” and “ humbag”
There is nothing new in this. It has always
been so. \

Such as “ speak evil of ‘those things which
they know not” have troubled the charch in all
ages, and I do not imagine that the race will die
‘out before the millenium. Perhaps they uncon-
sciously render service to the cause. Even
‘Carlyle’s wild tirades may be of use, although,
like Senvacherib, “ he meaneth not so, neither
doth bis beart think so.” -

. But a christian minister should be very care-
fal in admipistering censure. Mr. Grant has
cbosen to make a furious onslaught on * religi-
ous newepapers.” Having adduced from one of
the late Mr. Robertson's Lectures a passage full
of “ malice, hatred, and all uncharitableness,”
‘he says that * most certainly a ‘Religious News-
paper means a newspaper that has no religion.”

Now I Lave great respect for Mr. Grant, and
entertain the hope that he will become a useiul
| minister of the gospel. * But the expression I
bave quoted is notbing less than a calumny—an
Zinsult which ought to be promptly retracted.

A religious rewspaper is generally connected
with somie denomination, and is"intended to fur-

pish to the members of that denomination a

less do choristers accept the composed marked | continuous journal of its progress, together with

instructive articles, original and selected, on vari-
ous matters of truth aad practice. - There is com-
mceniy, too, an abstract of the news of the day,

dictionaries, is made to signify “slow, and with|®0 prepared as to give the readers of the P aper

a weekly sketch of the state of the country or
of the world at large, unmixed with political
equabbles or party contentions.

I conducted such a Journal for several years,

of the senfence. There are other, eyven more| 20d can honestly affirin that I laboured all the

time under a deep sense of respoosibility. 1

term, and, other than an ezperienced musician, | kvew that my readers depended on me for
frequently finde bimsell puzzled as to which | trutbful statements of affairs, and that many of
y | rendering to accept. But a little study and|tbem bad no religiovs literature bat such as they

comparison of all Andante chorals would give | found in wy columne. 1 exerted myself to pro-

vide for them a weekly amount of useful reading
and had the satisfaction of koowing that my ef-

is, as near as possible, about hall as fast as the] forts were appreciated and successful.

The religious newspapers which I now see,
and those which are published in this Province,
are evidently conducted on the same princiles.

sition—and the “ peculiar movement” consists| They supply an admitted want of the denomi-

vation, I is really too bad to speak of them
as Mr. Grant has dove. 1 hope that he will see
the unfairness of the censure and apologise to
the Religious Press, and to the Denominations
which sustain it,

‘ Yours, &c.,

AN Ex-Eviror.
Feb. 18, 1866.

: For the Christian Messenger.,
Memeoir of Harris Harding.

It bas long appeared to me higbly desirable
that, not merely Obituary Notices,ot references in
a general History, but extended Memoirs of our
Jostly venerated fatkers in the winistry, should

pressione in movement ; ilsooly variation in style| be published. If Judiciously  prepared, they

could not fail to be useful in various respects,
By § the Memoir named above Bro,
Davis bas set a good example, and has, in my

the rapid vendition of this sweet little gem, as| opinion, rendered good service to the denomins-

| tion; and to the cause of vital godliness in gene-

ral. ‘Obviously facts bave been collected with
diligence, narrated with faithfuloess, and inter.
m‘ with wholesome and profitable observa-

T&* ot &M~wu-M‘
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pary man, Though notin 2l respects a model
man to be imitated, yet he evidently possessed
ardent piety and indomitable zeal ; and his faith-
ful and earnest labors were unquestionably ren-
dered successful in the conversion and salvation
of many souls.
Two prominent ‘traits in his character were
shrewdness and peacefulness. These mway be
illustrated by a conple of ancedotes, related to
me by his friends. In bis youthtul days he
asked the Captain of a vesrel, “Are you a Chris-
tian ?” The Captain replied, «If any one
should tell me that I am not a Christian, I wounld
koock bim down.” - Bro, Harding promptly
answered. “ That would not prove you to be a
Christian.” At ‘a late period some bay was
stolen from him. A friend asked bim, * Would
you not like to know wko stole it?” < No”
said he, “ 1 had rather not ; for I might have an
ugly feeling toward him.” <
References to others ¢contained in this Memoir,
call up various reminiecenses. One er two may
be noticed bere. Elder Alexander Crawlord,
mentioned p. 104, remarked to me, long after
his residence in Yarmoath, that some persons
there seemed to make religion consist so entirely
in strong excitement as actually -to produce a
prejodice in his mind against the very idea of
religions feeling: “ but,"’ be added, “1 am
aware that where there is no feeling there is no
religion.”” He stated also that reports which be
bad beard respecting Bro. Enoch Towner ( p.-90.)
representing him as extravagant in views and
expressionc, bad excited prejudice against him ;
but that on bearing bim preach, this was wholly
removed, and he was led henceforth to esteem
and love him," as a faithful and usefal servant of
Christ.
1 agree with Bro. Davis in the opinion, that
the account relative to the advanced age of Rev.
Edmund J. Reis, (p. 75, &c.) must be incorrect.
Isaw bim about the year 1809, and subsequently
met him, and conversed with him, at our Asso-
ciation in 1813. From his appearance at these
times I can not imagine that he was above 60
years old in 1832, when he is said to bave died.
As he was a man of ‘considerable note, and his
interesting history strikingly illustrates the pow-
er of divine grace, it would evidently be well for
some one acquainted with him to farnish
additional particulars, and to state his age more
definitely.

In concluding my notice of this valuable Work,
I remark that it obviously can not be afiorded
for a lower price than that for which it is sold.
None should grudge to give a dollar for it ; but
all will do well to purchase it readily, and peruse
it attentively. Such is my opinion.

: C. Turper.
Aylesford, Jan. 80, 1887,

For the Christian Messenger.
Woman has Rights.

Iam very far from being an advocate for

“ woman's rights’” if by that term is to be un-
derstood that she should be admitted to the pul-
pit, the bar, the legislative ball, &c., &c. Bat
woman has rights, and among the principal of
these is, the right to bave ber powers of mind
developed and cultivated. The very fact that
nature, or, rather the God of nature, bas designed
ber for the privacy of the domestic circle—for
bome—is a reason that she should be furnished
with the means to enjoy that privacy, to render
that home pleasant. Nothing, religion excepted,
would so largely contribute to this end, as a well
digciplined mind. This in our province bas up
to the present time been denied her. Through-
out the length and breadth of the land we find,
bere 2nd there, a man who has received classical
education. But where is the woman to be found
who bas received similar advantages? Alas no-
where.
Not a few of the educated men among us are
our loved Acadia’s sons. We are proud of the
men and of the College which bas made such
men. But while our denomination bas been
makiog praise-worthy efforts to elevate man,
What has been done for woman ?

1 do not ignore the existence of the Female
Sewinary at Horton. It bas effected much, con-
sidering the disadvantages with which both
teachiers and learners have had to contend.
Among the most intelligent women in the Pro-
vince are to be classed those who bave there been
educated. But the mental training received
there, compared . with that which young men
receive at the College reminds one of %
eating of the crumbs which fall from their mas-
ter’s table.”" We ask for something more than

| thie, We even ask for woman equal educational

advantages with man. This, however will nev-
er be till fathers, husbands and brothers are not
only willing but anzious that their female rela.

tives enjoy these advantages ; for so long, and so




