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The May-Flower.

There is a darling little flower

That blossoms in the Northern woods ;
It smiles not in the florist’s bower,

But loves its sylvan solitudes ;

And there, with tints as pure and bright
As those to Eden’s spring-flowers given,
Hid from the heartless gazer’s sight,
It blooms for solitude and Heaven.

Yet 'tie not whén the moss’s “Y
Is sparkling with the erystal dew ;
- Nor when a thuusand flowers send up
Their perfumes to a Heaven of blue ;

"Tis not when June, delicious June,

With warm breath woos the glowing rose ;
Nor in the year's bigh, garish noon

This littie flower in beaugy blows ;

But while the lingering winter yet
Throws fitfully its feathery soow ;
The russet turf = cold and wet,
And keen the early spring winds blow ;

"Tis then the little May-Flower blooms,
And in its lonely, leafless bower,
Opens such troasures of perfume
As 'twore earth's only incense flower.

Who owns, who loves, a kindred lot ¥/
Blest in her pative sphere to move,
And home, her own sweet ballowed spot,

Cheer with her purest heart of love ?

O, here is bliss | the purest, best,
By woman crav'd—to woman given ;
Here is ber heart’s sole, sacred rest,
Beneath the smiles of home and heaven.
Mgs. Evrza B. TuornTON.

" Religions,

.

- e . 08

W R e R e e

Mr. Spurgeon and his work.

We have a mortal hatred of man-worship,
and have sometimes refrained from notioes of
Mr. Spurgeon,lest the frequent meation of him
should be misconstrued and regarded as border-
ing on this oharacteristio of human frailty, All
deaominations of Ohristians, bowever, join in
thanking God for the great good which he is
being made the instrument of effecting in the
British metropolis, Spurgeon has become an
iostitution ot London, and we should be sub-
jeot to a charge of semissness if we neglected

to place before our readers occasionally the

heart-stirring accounts we have of the glo-
rious work that is being dove there, by his
preaching and the labours of his coadjutors,

The Sword and T'rowel for April contains the
following 3~

OUR FEBRUARY MENTINGS,

In our last number we promised to give an
socount of the remarkable Meet which
wore held at the Tabernacle dmb’ ¢ mooth
of February. The Lord God of Israel be
praised that we have such a record to present
to
the 8th of that month, when the pastor, dea-
cons, and eldors, spent the evening together in
prayer amd conlerence, and many earnest sup-

plications were offered for the bestowment of

the Divine blessing upon the special services
that were about to be held, An interesting
feature of this gathering was the presentation
by Mr. Oluey, seor., to the Jgutor. of a
baondsgme time-piece, which had been sub.
scribed for by the deacons and elders. The
pastor, who bad no idea that such a presen.
tation was intended, was deeply affected by
this gonerous token of the of his
tellow-labgurers, of whom he said, * No man
bad a betier staff of helpers or w firmer
band of friends.” May other oburches be
blessed with officers as affectionate and devo-
ted as those bretbren ! f

On the 11th, the church officers met the
pastor for supplioation to God,
to the special prayer.m
from the ohurch at Waterbea
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tilo assembly, As
the o was
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Thore who shared its deep
row, and barsts of joy, will never forget it

{of course comers and

oyr readers. The meetings commenced on'

in evangel

&uyer-meeting. and the prayers offered by

r. Spurgeon and the various brethren, were

most fervent and solemn, = Many were saving-
ly impressed on that solemn occasion.

Ou the following day (Tuesday), the dea-

cons and elders, haviog previously met for one
hour’s prayer,assembléd with the undecided of
the co
to tears during- this solemn service, and the
deacons devoted one hour to personal conver-
sation with those who remained behind. Mrs,
Bartlett,with her usual holy zeal,was occupied
with a room full ot trembling seekers,
fruit was segn on this occasion. Qo Wed,

nesday, the young people of the eongregation
met Mr. Spur

ion., Many persons were moved

uch

geon and the officers for tea,

after whioh, the lecture-hall was filled with a
most attentive audience of young people, who
were deeply impressed with the remarks made;
somo bave since come forward and offered
themselves to the church. 1t is pleasing to
record that the deacons and elders have had a
blessing upon thoir own families. On Sunday
the 17th, deputations from the church officers
visited the olasses presided over by Mrs, Bart-
lett, Mr, MoGregor, and Mr. Croker. The
addresscs at these prosperous classes, were
marked by earnestness and pointedness, and it
is ho
will be recorded in heaven,

Monday, the 18th, was set apart for fasting |
and prayer,
oine at night, the flame of devotion burded on
steadily and vehemently. There was no pause
o breaking up for meals, no idle talk, but a

ped that the guod done on this occasion

From seven in the morning til

whole day of prayer; a blessed day indeed !
convulsions of sor-

while memory holds ber place. There were
rs all day long, but
this created no disturbance ; and those who
came in but for one hour were o in tune with
the rest, that it was evident that all the mem.
bers, whether in the meeting or at their séve-
ral callings, were in a spirit of prayer.—
The evening meeting in the Tabernacie was a
most remarkable one, The prayers for the
couversion of souls were uousually fervent,
and the Lord was pleased to grant the request
of bis servants, even as he always does listen
to the desires of believing hearts, in the sal-
vation of precjous souls, Of thisthere were
bappy prools on the succeeding night, » ben
the unconveried were invited to meet the
officers for exhortation. The marked, devout
and eager attention of those present was very
gratifylog, and the tears that were visible
told the tale ot soul-sorrow and soul-joy.—
Broken-bearted ones were led to the Lamb of
God, who takoth away the sin of the world,
and Mr, SBpurgeon has seen several who are
aoxious to find peace, and others who wish to
join the churoh, :
There was an intoresting gathering ot the
rents of Sabbath-school children on the
Oth, when the pastor and. deacons, with the
teachers, gave special addresses in the leoture-
ball, which ware well caleulated to arrest the
attention aud impross the hearts of -those pre-
seot, The, tutors and students had tea
with the pastor on the 220d, when addresses
were given by a n r ot friends, the object
being to exvite in the college the same weal
whlo‘h glows in all the other branches of the
church. On the following Sabbath, two dea-
coos visited Mr, Hanks's classes, and also the
senior classes of the Sabbath.school, with
the view of arousing souls and urging an im-
mediate decision for Ohrist, On the 26h,
tho ordinary prayer-meeting assumed a very
solemn charaoter, all the addresses being
directed to the unconverted, and bein
delivered by our elders, were more novel sns

interesting than if they had come trom minis.
— -

On the 26th, the Hvangelists, Loan Traot
Distributors, Missionaries, and Bible-women,
connected with the ohurch, took tea together.
After tea, about 260 assembled inthe leotare.
room, The resided, and expressed
the pleasure bie folt inseeing so many of the
wembers ol his churoh voluntarily
istiowork, He
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deep furrows in the hard soil ;
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those who were present found the opportunity
one of great spiritual enjoyment.
himself was there, and we said in our hearts
“ He
and his banver over me was love.”

ni'loht

have it, dod

the soul felt when

isz: iShe self-denying efforts of its members
who were in carrying the ' gospel to
gl : .

the podkin the streets and byways of this great
metropdlis. © He hoped that those who were
in their work would follow Mr.
le, in his noble mission which
kad aptly denominated,
den Work in Gol Lane.”” Ad.
s0f an eocouraging and stimulati

otgr were then delivered by Mr, W. J,
on. Seo. of the Evangelists’ Asso-

Orsmiai’s exan
;? 4 ; 1 “l‘.

johsry, Mr. Cooper, elder, Mr. W. Olney
A@bury, who related some “rough
aters he bad had with the bar

en at

s from New York, .
4he lst of March, the Sunday-school
#gged-school teachers assembled to-
@t tea, when most encouraging addresses
dflivered by the dpﬁtor and others. ' The
g8 were concluded on Monday, the 4th,
g of bread and than

ksgiving, and
e King
bréught me into the ' banqueting house,

We feel thankful at the remembrance of the
ful and refreshing influences whioh
ed around the aboye gatherings. The

blessing which has aiready attended these spe.
cial efforts is but u foretaste of what we ma
expeot. We know and cre
mighty
people.

% persuaded that a
?Hming is in reserve for a praying

;s" »

AMONG THE OOSTERMONGERS.

eday, the 12th of March, Mr. Spur.
shed a sermon to the street vendors
Ideu-lsne and its vicinity, in the Bvan.
Abernacle, where Mr. Orsman con.
mofoing, tickets of ac
ted among the street dealers of Whiteoross-
street, pnd the result was, that by far the ma-
jority of those who attended were of this class.
A goodly number of the reguiar attendants at
the Mission-hall were absent, as they denied
themselves for the sake of others, Some of
the dealars came with unwashed faces and un-
combed hair, bat the majority were -dressed
in their best clothes; and those who oould ot
recognise them, would hardly think that some
were costermongers’ wives, There were sev.
eral in *“ the fried fish line,” two or three
‘ pickled whelks" merchants, a bumber of
cabbage and vegetable dealers, coke sellers,
wood-choppers, pioture dealers, &o., and some
representatives of streot-sweepers. The bell
was rung as usual to let the neighbors know
that the time for service was come ; for Gold-
en-lane Tabernacle had its bell, with a fine
clear throat, and rivals she parish churgh in
this respoot ; this seemed to amuse Mr, Spar.
?con, who said in the vestry that he had no
dea he was amoug such aristooratio people
who made 80 muoh noise in the world. At

soven o'clock, Mr. Spurgeon asoended the

latform and opened wich“suyor. Then
Kymn was heartily sung, & ochapter read

and expounded. The preacher’s prayer was

frequently responded to; and when reference
was made to the bodily aches and pains which
s0 many guflered, and the poverty experionced
by others, there were many deep sighs, Of
course, Mr. Spur arrested their attention,
oor did he fiod any difficulty in making his
sudience understaud what he had to tell thew,
Street vendors are very much like other peo-
ple, only they are more acute than most per-
sons will give them oredit for. Qur honoured
fricnd’s delivery, rapid flow of words,
masculine t, earncstoess and direotness
were thoroughly nprmhtod; and the little
anecdotes, bomely illustrations, and forcible
‘“hits,” were much emjoyed. The text was
8t. John's Gospel, iv, 10 ; and having briefly
and plainly stated what the gospel was, the
preacher ed how it n:ght be compared to
water. Water satisfied the thiret of man;
often saved his lifo ; took away filth ; put out

{ fire—the fire of temper, lust, &o.; it softened

thinge, &o. He then encouraged them to be-
lieve that it they desired this grace they would

hlJy, concluded :{. ng how
he himself bad found this *« li water,” —
Oue or two illustrations were .&..a, much
liked. 40 the satisfaction which

were atoned for, Mr. Spurgeon remarked that

»

ter, City
en- |

DOl air services by the river's-side, aod

on' were 'diuiribn!

couvinoed that all its sins!

he saw a long file of bills at home the other
day, but when he was told they were all paid
ones, he did not care how many they were,—
Again, there was a certain fire that was felt
early in the morning.in the throats of some
persons, who had to go to a neighboring fire-
shop to get it quenched, and that fire seemed
to burn most furiously on Saturday niﬁhh
when the wages were just received—an allu.
sion to their social habits which made many
laugh. Sacramental efficacy had a blow,—
Water could go up as high as the sourcs trom
which it came, and so could God’s grace ; but
any grace they fancied they might get from
priest or minister, could ouly go up as high as
its pource—which was the holiﬁth of the priest.
These and a number of other illustrations were
80 much admired as to make many give a
friendly nod of approbation to those sitting
by their side. The appeal to their consciences
made a deep impression,  After Mr, Spurgeon
had concluded,over two huvdred remained for
the purpose of prayer. For an hour and a
g:smr earnest supplications were offered.—

me begged that the brethren would pray
especially for them, others who had never
wmade sn&plioation in their lives before, ex-
pressed their wants in deep sighs, or in gentle
solemn r It is helioved that several
were convinded of sin during the services, and
certainly Mr, Spurgeon’s appeals will never
be fergetten by many who had been uaacous-

¥ |tomed to sympathetic, earnest entreaty,

One curious bis of criticism we heard from
several costermongers. A coster’s living de-

largely upon his ** woice.” He, there-

ore knows the value of %ood 1 and is &
connoisseuf in voices, e pn::rer's voice
was eulogised as ‘¢ wonderful,” ¢ stunning,”
“I never,” and other equally significant
phrases, Qne coster had lost his voice, and
probably he.envied the preacher’s gift. - An-
poor fellow—a tollower p% _Joanna
Boutheott—retired irom the hall expressi
great disappointment because no reference h:ﬁ
been made to his own people—the Jews; and
nothing had been said about the millepium,
the teaching of which , he declared with much
earncstness, always led the way to conversion !

On another page is contained the following
statistical information ot

HOME AFFAIRS,

In answer to several co ndents, we
append a list of the Baptisms at the Taberna-
ole, from January 1st to March Tth, which is
o8 follows :— Janvary 8, six; January 81,
twenty ; February 14, eighteen; Kebruary
21, oight; February 28, seventeen; March
b, seventeen,

The annual statistical account of our mem-
bership has also been asked for, and we grate-
fully publish it for the honor of the Lord our
Goj. The pet increase is small, and we
trust it always will be, for our objeot ds to
induce our friends to swarm off into new hives
a8 theg have done this year. We have greatly
contributed to the membership of the new
churches at Drummond Road, Glaremont
Room, and Stockwell, and hope in years to
come 10 send out successive bands of converts
to till the wasto places, and, by God's grace
to make them blossom as the rose.
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Net increase, 165, for year 1866,

We are now worshipping in the enormous
area of the Agricultural Hall, Islington,
which much reminds us of the great Amphi-
thestre ot Milan, Paal was in such a place
we suppose, when he fought with beasts ; it is
our prayet that in these happier days those
who have fallen almost as low as bpasts, may
yield to the gospel and be turned into men,

The Object of Mll.lo'll.

“ Point us,” said Wayland, -four years
ago, in his celebrated v M’m on the
text,  The field is the world,” « point us to
the loveliest village that smiles upon & Soot-




