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Beautiful hands, 

[Tae following lines were by Mrs, Ellen M. 
Mission, which Mr. 

sweet rendering has made familiar 

H. Gates, author of Your 
Philip Philips’ 
to say of our readers :] 
Such beautiful, beautiful 
They're neither white nor small ; 

Aud you, I know, would scarcely think 
That they were fair at all. 

Ive looked on hands whose form and hue 
Sculptor’s dream might be, 

Yet are these wrinkled hands 
Most beautilal to me. 

Such beautiful, beautiful hands— 
were Mgr Bmp sad, 

i These patient hands kept t on 
That ¢ the children might be glad. 

I almost weep, as looking back 
To cbildhood’s distant day, 

I think how these hands rested: not 
When mine were at their play, 

Sach beautiful, beautital bands, 
'They’re growing feeble now ; 

For time and pain bave left their mark 
Ob hand, and heart, and brow. 

Alas | alas | the nearing time, 
And the sad, sad day to me, 1 

When neath the daisies, out of sight, 
These hands will folded be. 

But oh | beyond this shadow- lamp, 
Where all is bright and fair, 

I know full well these dear old bands 
Will palms of victory bear. 

Where crystal streams, through endless years, 
Flow over golden sands, _ | by its arrangements, by Divine Providences, 

what way men began to drift in the direction |- Bq soarcely, if at all, less d ted | but especially by the Gdspel and its wolidrous 

And where the old grow young again, which in Judses ledto such forms of character | wete the heathen nations generally in the time | to" wi 

I'll clasp my mother’s hands. as the Pharisee and the Sadducee, of Ulrist and the Apostles, They had fallen | thei i 
— 

— pe di in the worship of Cain ‘and into the wide dns error of mere physical 
NP appears to be intimated, in the briet res'| wo Ip ; that of tho spirit, render; homage 

Religions cord given us, in the expression “ God hath to: a spiritual God, po dvr. atm 
A NANANAAAAA AAA réspect to Abel and to his offering, but to | the nature of the error became apparent in | ¢ 

B Formalism. Cain and to his offering He had not respect ; | that excess of animal snd even unnatural, in- | is monstrous in Its error, Hs enormity, as 

Rptist the latter being doubtless a ' cold formality ; | duigence to which the Apostle Paul alludes measured by its daring opposition to God beat 

A Sermon preached on the anniversary of the | the former the offering of a sincere and ear. | as yc. Figo by them in secret, of which | on so wersiful, so gracious a -mon- 

Central Baptist Association, 10th Juve, | nest heart, Abel perceived and bonoured the {it was a to speak.” How do we un. strous, by its enmity to the truest, h : 

1867. By Rav. E. A. Crawwxy, D, D., | spiritual character of the God he worshipped | derstand God to the scene? Do we wnierests of all men, interests capable of being 

at Canning, Eastern Cornwallis. who regarded far more the mind with whioh | pot know it to bave been with a holy and in- accomplished in no other way than by aequi- 
Associarroy. | he offering was made than the offering iteelf. | finite ‘that He looked ‘down on [escence with that gracious design ; sod we 

PUBLISHED BY DIREOTION OF THE As800LA ." | Cain, on the contrary we must believe, had a | these alienated children of men 7 Pityin 
and ee need and betoare of the leaven of the Pharisees proud satisfaction iu his gift, as 
The more we examine the doctrines of the 

New Testament, the more we discover that | offeri 
and extensive power arg 

there enuntiated. The words of Jesus are 
recepts, The 

whole world was now departed from God.— 
vaio in their imaginations 

principles of great 

seldom, it ever, insulated p 

Men bad become *¢ 
and their foolish heart was darkened ;” there 
Was no cure but a radical cure ; the truths that 
should restore men to God mast go to the root things of the world, 

inable propensi 
in the vzle 

of the matter ; original principles of life and |sbom 
action were forgotten, and must be reproduced 
io toves of authority, and with sweeping ap- 
plication ; the sword of the Spirit must be 
thrusg.to the very heart of the prevailing 
wickedness; error must thus be slain; and 
trath and righteousness ouce more arise upon 
the earth, 
Thus we can etill see how the world of thet | k 

day was startled. by the bold announcement of 
men’s forgiveness of others’ sins as a condition 
essential to any forgiveness of their own : of 
the higher aim of an unseen but more real 
kingdom of spiritual life as the only effectual 
pursuit of iness in temporal life, These 
truths assailed snd slew a vast portion of the 
forces of wickedness that then Yuled ; and these, we plainly see, are privciples that ez- 
tend to all 
all relfgipus, all moral worth, 

The. errors assailed in the text are met by Toler Create in elation to both olasse referred to ; are assai y 
Weapon of or § The formality of the Pharisee, asd the cold skepticism of the Sad- ducee are. both overthrown by. the dootrine of beart-worship ss alone acceptable to a spirit- ual Deity. It is remarkable that both these 

ages, and lie até the foundation of | 

the same |Sadd 

which 

{ where 

main, 

power. 

for a 

which 

preciat 

Now, in 

flict, an 

asmuch 
bad perha 
yob the 
the skepticism of the 
that they partook of the 

v|of the human race from any p 
asl: worship, aod that Gentile and Je, 

needed | 

It may 

é 

suppose, it is that th 
by the Saviour as the injurious leaven 

cation. Pharisee and Sadducee 
ward structure as sects, have lon 
away ; but their error may substantially re. 

also the truth that defeated 
en of their teaching is effectual 

all similar error, and indeed, is, 
all error, a theme of 
and of soul cheering 

the hartful leay 
still againgt 
even in the absence of 
delightful contemplation, 

I invite attention, 

ity, or coldness of heart 
eere spiritual worship—the rem heart, a right spirit, 

such to worship Him 
and io truth, 

It may 
light th 
as well 

got entirely that God looks on the that without a true sense of God - there, 

ers we seem to 
that disposition 

idolatry, and 
nial of spiritual lite, 
of appetite, of passion 

The carly state of the worl 
a conflict, (so far es there remained 
sition to the growing wickedness) 
sical with the 

strains, towards the extreme of 
worship of a pure hearteeased to exist. world thus loved and served the . creature more than the Creator and though the Pharisees Uoees, were not striotly idolators, 

HALIFAX, N. s 

he warns his 

by which 

which the text exposed. 
The feature of New Testament teaching to which we have 

propares in Gospel-instruction a 

g since 

And so 

the text 

ion of God as a Spirit, seeking 

as of that 

eart, 

Dg was even abominable in His sight, — | 
this difference between the two broth. 

bave the embryo presented of 
heart that soon spread into every” form of dark and debasing 

into skepticism or a de- 
The worship of sense, 
» of the world, and the 

of the human 

thence 

such as was seen in 

~ 

spiritual, or, 
abandosment of without mea, 

a8. the 
ps ceased in. our 

heartless forms 

scom to us #0 plain froai the habits of — induced by ehrly 
#¢ God is & Spirit, and seeketh oaly such to 

; ang t ore, 
ey are thrown together 

against 
disciples in the text, as they are both overthrown by the i that spiritual or heart-life 

any one be trulywarned, or effectually ed, against the dangerous errors 

only can 
guard- 

referred, that it consists for the most part, not of insu sted precepts, but |and of general principles, us to find e 
present hese 

in their out. 

therefore, my brethren, short time to the error and the remed 
ts. . The error is formal. 

supplanting all sin. 
edy is a new 

a deep and sincere a 

88 worship in spirit and 

serve to present in an impressive @ chargoter of -the error now before us 
spirit which only ean pro- duce its overthrow, to observe how early and 

who for. 

ties of the doomed cities 
of Siddim, and which presently appears in all parts of the world iu forms claiming to 

their rites all the 

d, then, presents 
any o 

of the oi 
it there was oon. 

pr 
of images 

viour'’s day, 
of the ome, and 

other, both shewead God. This is not general alienation, 

teaching, that 
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to spiritual affections must be evil, that bly it may seem uncalled 
matter of lengthened disoussion, of { however, 

is the natural ¢ of fallen man; 

essence may 
80 long as odious exiremes are out Images and outward ceremonies may have ceased, and 
a man’s disposition is that of 

in the spirit. 

hostile to the true man formality or deadness in 
oe must necessarily be, 

for this—the degeneration of man into y | lower, physicial, sensual 
sequent loss of all sense 
states=for the worship of sense—ap passion—did He not for “this destroy p- | cities of the plain ? and infinite: only 
d jes of a 

or animal worship, the stream that 
that gathered pollation, indeed, 
on, but was itself, or it ‘had 

the sinner— nay, 
and 
the | with infinite Intensity such- scenes 

Are we capable 
tense loathing 

the 

doubt that it is to that dis 
that we must ascribe all the wrong. formality, deadness of heart, of 
worship alone, rendered to a pure 
burthened = with the char 
enormous wickedness men 

2. Bat if we deduce its 
its manifest hatefulness in 
does the same conclusion 
tilit 

now, 

as desiring the 
rests, 

Man's true interests 
worship, 

re- | beca 
aod harmony with God is needful, 
there be not this there must be hostility aga Him. We hardly need ask what 

in. | destruction of 
set their eyes fixedly 
worldly. interests, and 

i without spiritual worsh 
true—ba 

; ip a8 worship in spirit an trath,” formality snd deadness of the 

It is well to remember that the way in which as we have seen, the world drifted at the first 

only be the extremes of a disgusting idolatry at which we are shocked, while possibly something of the same nature 
be perfectly palatable to us 

Let me therefore remark bow Rateful to 

religions wor- 

It must be bateful to God. Did be not 

uature, and the con- 
of a pure spiritual 

petite— 

y distant from them as men may seem to be placed by the 
outward morality not formality, deadness, that, is, mere bysical 

led it, 
a8 it rolled 

never taken that 

position or temper | the spi 

because it 

must be the end of hosti Most God, it must be the agp on our interests. Men may 
on what they call their 
think these may succeed 

God— 

regard the Gospel, 
men into that eo 
God which would 

impenitent and unconverted poot recompense, ii the remembrance of it, when the 
finds itselt forever unfitted 
enjoying God. ° Now this, 
gion must sometimes see, ap 
they are to a great extent 
interests demand the spirit 

the power of true 
and I thiok it must then 
that formality, deadaeds of heart tow is terribly 

of sight. | man, 
and forms 

yet it may be true that 
the mere phy. sical worshipper, and not of him who worships 

sow}—its day of trial over— 
and incapable of 
men without reli- 
d at such a time 

sensible that their 
of harmony with 

spiritual worship ; 
be to them apparent 

hostile to ther true interests of 
But we have said, God designed the success of those interests, 

His will as' we see Him fn Christ ; every th else is hostile to Hig Will, 

Nothing else agrees with 
in 

Nay, He designed 

as & scheme for bringi 
odition of conformity with 
accomplish man’s real inter. ests. The law accepted, loved, and obeyed the | would have dene this; the law fail the | accepted, wou 

the 

ying | may thus understand, why the stern loving him, a8 seen in the of His son—must He not have hated th 
of the 

into this extreme of error shews us beyond a | mocking 
ric, a8 if He could not Hence | of defrauding ourselves and 

hysical 
pirit, is 

world of 

erring 

known on 

because of 
rity that 

of heart are friends 

disposition, are rudel 
for accomplishing man’s 
What shall we say of 
such a purpose ? 
Divine friend 

Frieid and Saviour of man fel 

& nation to its ruin with 
serving God. W Corist, and for centuries before? But here|in condemai 

that flows in the soul of 
of the most| withholding the 

ym i 
wickedness from [in the character 

God's sight, no less | which 
follow trom its hos. | mendous 10 man’s trae interests and its opposition | to the 

success of those inte. 

must rapidly make up 

cause of righteousness t means, if we worship not in the might confirm and heighten this requiré that He should | fi ) 

expressly against with God, | heart in Spreip, 
tions which ev 
hate that crucified 

sought in them and in the same sincere and feeling 
bear—enoagh is said, I trpst, to 

what remains ot 
deavor to poi 
tion the subject 
at the present time, 
We, as & people, possibly, are sufficiently lodostrinated fram (JU arligt ears in the trath, that nothir religion 

therefore, 

as to possess the soul as its ruling 
y marring a divine plan 

highest interests, — 
such a distarbance of 

Tbe true philanthropist the 
of man—isin the world, aiming 

rebukes 

efrauding the the rich stream of i Me 
spiritual worship ; of 

wer of prayer, and of ex. wence ; all which are extinot 
of the mere formalist, and 

inst us a tre- 
world, and 

our 
spirit; and I 
view by re. 

account of loss to 

earth, amd as. a judgment buried tormalism of 4s these were’ the disposi. ed trom the Jewish heart ‘the the feeling, loving Saviour that very spirit of love and of pu- 
all worshippers 

spirit ; but 1 foi. 
before 

“deadness in religion ; & 
our time be given to an ep. 
out what particular applica- 
may seem to make to ourselves 

80, in like manner, thé stolen 

God 


