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“BIBLE LESSONS 
Sunday, December 29th, 1867. 

Acre. xxviil. 23-317 Paul preaches at Rome. 
Bother. ix. 17-82 x. 1-3; x. The king's great- 

Recite—Luxs {ic 1—-10—14. 
weesns 

po G70, HisrwaoN's HARMONY or ‘THE 

Ios i 1-25. Pretice to" Laker Spel, An 
» 

"n'a village hear Warsaw, in POH thete. fived 
a pious irs. od of German ‘paren Ww 
Witkout any fault on his'par he had come short 

es beget, gb f'hCue Da Bos, 
even although © was mes to. the cro es ETAT Ev SRE 
dren, were Jeans thee ETRE 
During ‘he ‘wes ‘conducting ‘fam! 

worship, and nw ‘reading a fot ‘Holy 
a ht atthe w " o's 
rom an old # Iaxen, w { 

ier ad nhes rom sol only Forty 
its beak a ring eet w 

e latter at once 
ized the as: oné.b to the King 

Stanislaus, to whom he went immed ately and tol 

The king:sent for Derby. snd. rewarded ] 
nat yon he made roe se 

, 80 
ah eDi, ena ne 

and paves, An a ‘Doubs gor vi cue 
sregied, the ‘Bible ‘text’ inieribed thereon : 
* Thous caliedit 1 trouble] And 1 delivered thee.” 

BY REV. ¥ii€L LOXG. 

In : oi 1 Polish hamlet, 
car Warsaw's steeples tall, 

In 5 600i Gedy BUMS, DRX 

Once there, an bopest peasant 

With wile and children five 
. Whom with daily toil and la 
He scarce could keep slive, 

‘Toe the middle-of the winter, 
His. quarteria sent was due ; 
And the lzndlo : (a. pressing— 

au VV hat could poor Dorby do ? 

o Live ie, 1.71030. te "Wndlord, “ For creatures such as paw. - 
IF you seb, RY fay Tentebin 
Out from my house, you caitiff, 
To-morrow you shall go.” 

Said Derby, “ My wife and children 
Will perish in the snow.” 

Bout the man so cruel-hearted 
Had from him turped away, 

Scorning both his bumble tenant 
And what he bad 10 say. 

Dorby, then, thoogh stricken sorely 
And sad »s sad could be, 

Said, *‘ May God to thee be kinder 
Than thou bast been 10 me.” 

Reund the ! ae man’s simple table, 
That cold and cheerless night, 

Wife and children gathered sadly 
In the dim taper’s light, 

While the father took ihe Bible 
Which be belore him laid, 

Read the boly evening lesson, 
And then he koelt and prayed. 

Ob, strong were the words of pleading 
He sent amid bis tears, 

High up to the Throne of Mercy 
0 greet the Father's ears. 

Rising from his lowly posture 
His faith was stronger grown, 

Said be, pet 1 am certain 
That God will bear hilowan,” 

While they all eat musing deeply, 
And listening to the rain, 

Lo! a rapping and v tapping 
Were at the window pane, 

“ Dorby,” said the woman softly, 
% Your faith is all in vain; 

Listen, listen! Don’t bear it ? 
There's bail among the rain.” 

his Wile and chil - 

© Come in,” said the laughing 
And op'd the casement wide, 

And the raven thus invited 
Did through the window glide, 

And, perched upon his knee: 

A sly old bird was he! 

And the children all were langhing— 
Their grief he bad-beguiled— 

But the raven, grimly sat be, 
Nor either winked or smiled, 

Dorby’s sober eyes, too, twinkled 
To see the solemn thing 3 

But the gdod wife murmured sadly, 
“ Some evil be doth bring." 

Wife, there's ‘nothing strange about it ; 
His story soon is told ; 

Seeks be bere with up a shelter 
From the bitter night and cold. 

Aud I'm glad that we are able « 
This night to keep him warm, 

For we may not have to morrow 
A shelter from the storm.” 

Dorby’s voice was rather husky 
As this be gently said, 

And the band was quite unsteady 
That stroked the raven’ bead. » 

Then, “The Lord be praised,” said Dorby, 
‘ See what the bird has brought I” 

From the raven's beak he'd takén 
A ring with diamonds wrought: 

“ Take it quickly,” said the woman, 
“ Aud sell it in the town; . 

"Twill pay the quarter's rent-bill, 
Apd—buy for me a gown J” 

Sternest werde of condemnation 
"Now from the peasant fell :’ 

Shame upon you, thoughtless woman | 
It is not mine to sell.” 

Through the darkwess and the sleeting 
Now went the bouest man ; 

And down one street quick walked he, 
And down one street he ran, 

Till at last be reached the pastor's, 
And told him of the ring. 

"Twas the King's most costly jewel, 
And Stanislaus was King. 

Happy Dorby |! happy Mary ! 
And happy children five, 

Whom wit oo, toil and labor 
He acarce could keep alive! 

Now you have a little cottage 
As peat as it is small, 

With no pressing quarter’s reat-bill— 
You pay norent at all. 

E’en the poor distrustful mother 
Now has a little faith, 

And right often to ber children 
This little speech she saith: 

“ Children, always se¢k the owner 
Wheae'er you find a ring, 

For the Lord is vp in heaven, 
And Stanislaus is Kisg.” 

Aunt Lina’s Sunshine. 

‘And what is your name? said J, as the 
‘| child of the friend whom 1 bad just come to 

visit passed before me. 
‘ I'se Aunt Lina’s Sunshine, was the pleasant 

answer of Louisa. 
‘ That is a.queer name,” I said. * Why do 

they call you #0 ?’ 
Shaking back ber long ringlets, and looking 

up to me with her earnest, speaking eyes, she 
said: ¢ Avot Lina papa’s sister; she is 
blind, and cannot see anything, not the pretty 
flowers, nor the soft, white clouds, nor the little 
birds. . Sbe bears the birds sing, though, but 
she cannot see the pretty colors. She feels the 
warm sunshine, too, but. she can’t see how 
beautiful it makes the meadows look after the 
rain. But sometimes when she is sad and 
lovely she calls me 10 ber, and 1 sit on my little 
stool by ber and say the pretty verses to ber 
that 1 learn in the Sabbath school; and 1 bave 
learned some hymns, 100, and 1 repeat those to 
ber, and then she calls me ber sunshine, Don’t 
you think it's very mice to be Aunt Lina’s Sun- 
shine i’ - 

‘Yoo, indeed Ido. You are a real little 
missionary,’ | said. 
‘No, 1 am not a missionary. I know who 

the missionaries are. They are people who go 
a great ve 4 off to the poor heatbens that - don’t 
know 0 ing about Jesus, and tell them about 

| tim. be bat made you say that 1 was a mis. 

* Because missionaries do good, and you do 
good to Aust Lina, don't you ?’ 

“I don’t tell about Jesus, because she 
knows all about Him, and tells we about Him ;’ 
and the child ind ought" moment, 
and then looked op and added, * No, 1 am not 

|» missionary ; I'se only Avot Lina’s Sunshine.’ 

pp 4 

+ Right to Derby weat he boldy, a: a 

Looked around upon the children | 

| with baptism ; they are said 16 be ‘very solemn 
land w t no obe ought ; TR, 
| out seriously weighing the engagements before 

'| Testament knows pothing of infant baptism, 

't | passes into the holy sing-song) * and the mere 1 

the parents themselves 
7 tes vp Ray 

| promis fcr it what it can ‘neither a Wor nor - 

sporsor’s duties and parental vows jun connection’ 

to take on f, with. 

Now it is surely a very natural question for 
us to ask; Were there any s required in 
Apostolic baptism ?' “Do we ever read of Bap- 
‘tismal vows hid on parents for theif children 1n 

wicise, what gion thom Tol SohtttyY. 
there is'no allusion to any thing of this kind, 
then they must be of buman invention, 
fact is admitted by all, that there is not & single 
instance of infant baptism ic the New Testament, 
neither is there the most distant allgrion ‘to, 
parents being under vows in 
aes the 4 a of their children. But net 
ooly is there no mention of sponsors in ie 
toli¢ baptism, there is no room for them. You 
cannot istroduce any thing of this kind witkout 
making a rént in what Jesus bas made: whole. 
In Apostolic baptism the believer made his own 
request to be baptized, and no one was needed 
to answer for bim—allthe vows and engage: 
ments be took on himself ; and just as we might 
expect, there is ast even the allusion to apy 
one else taking them. ' pe 

Whence then did all this teaching ccine 
from? The answer is obvious. The New 

and it knows nothing of is sppendages—spon- 
sors, parental vows, &c., but as soon as the 
former was made a church ordinance, the latter 
must follow. Baptism is coLpected with repen- 
tance, the child can’t tay it repents, what then 
shall be done ? Let us get persons who will 
promise the repentance of the child. Thus 
came sponsors and parental vows at the bap 
tism of ‘the infant. They rose tcgether and 
they live togtber. They are both ‘outside the 
sacred writings; veither is a Christian ordi 
nance. You may tack them on to Apostoiic 
Christianity, but you can't insert them, for 
there is no place for them. This administering 
an ordinance to unconscions subjécts, and obedi- 
ence by proxy, is as foreign 10 the teachings of 
the New Testament, as the Romish contessicn 
and the mass are. It is a branch of that system 
of Judaism against which Paul never ceased lo 
fight. It mystifies the. gospel, and teaches for 
doctrines the commandments of men. It leads 
to the mest superstitious notions about the babe 
on which the minister bas put walter, being 
sater and hoiler than other children. It is tra- 
dition and not scripture. . I¢ is superstition, and 
not intelligent faith.— ('anada Baptist. 

Réligion amongst the Africans. 
The different maniestations of religions 

thought in fhe different saces of mankind vary 
as much astheir physical structure. It is strange 
that the same characteristics appear in Alrieans, 
whether they be in their own native country; or 
in a state of Yfbdage or freedom amongst Cau. 
casisne. A love of extravagant langusge, and 
of highly wrought pictures of the imagination 
constitute a large part of their religions feelings, 
Tke colored race. in this province are, in these 
respects, very similar to those in’ the Southern 
st.tes. The following illustrations are . from 
ene of our exchanges: 

Let we first give you a ‘normal experience, 
and then, perhaps, a specimen er two of wild 
or ludicrous ones, and * wird up” with some 
attempt at an explanation of the pbenemens., | 
When I proposed giving a normal experience, 

I did not mean an ordinary one. This enthusi: 
astic people are never converted after the bom. 
drem style of aver Cavcasian mortali‘y, 
The candidate for admission to the church is 
sitting before me in the front rank of a depse 
mass of ebon humanity, bis hands crossed, his 
{ace fearfully solemn ; or perbaps be is rolling 
bis bead from side to side, his eyes turved 8Q 
ecstatically upward that only the whites are 
visible. The master’s permission is handed me 
first of all. 1 read it—* The bearer of this, 
Jobn, bas leave to join your’ church i you, 
ge examination, think him fit’ 1 commence; 
‘ Well, Jobn, tell us why you wish to join the 
church ; a you think yourself a Christian.’ 
*Yes'r. Well, sir,” (slow and sepulcbral), 
‘1bearn old Christians say as how if I didn": 

it deligion J'd be sartin to sik down fo the 
roin’ pit when 1. died ; and ywhen I got’ to 
ee Bt the fire an’ : | Fo 
mighty skeered, and thought I'd and do 
better. So I sot out to prayin’, Bat the more 
1 prayed the wuss 1 felt,’ (the sepulchral tone 

prayed the wuss | felt, an d the more 1 

ere SR Una i Lo posal i | 

Abe weird ard borrible. Take the flow; s 
bd & burde 

‘dark villey, over dea 

with miserable 

|| while the outsi 

‘Aldbatha river, 4ir, and ch, 1 was 50 happy 
river was flowin’ w blidses an’ had nothin’ 

‘1 bad cum home from the Geld, 
was on me, rong in 

| d away ear ; I cools’ be still, 40 1 ws m 
fof FN Yay negro quarter, tur I couldn’t stand 
8 Tea le singin” and laughin’, All of : 
WAdBE It seed tp, pe 1 walked es : sir 

men’s | hole opened for me at the po gov a 
down, duwn; Jown, through the pitehy ‘darkness, 

bowlin ing wp from beneath 
me ; at last J passed through a great wide brass 
fate. and. 1 knew | was in. bell, for there was a ittle pond all bubbling and boi 
lead and brimstone, and all round it the ground 
was red-hot abeet-iron. 1 had ha “to 
see all this when the monstrous . ~dewil Jabbed bis’ pitchfork into, me, and with ove togs 
sent me Jeep under the boiling and burming 
iake. As Trose to ‘the! tp, a’ Bost of lirtie 
devils punched at wy eyes with red-hot forks 
till 1 dived under, but the scorching beat soom 
drove me up 10 meet my torméntory, aud again 
to dive. After awhile the big devil came, spd 
fishing me out with his fork, flung me on the red-hot iron to dance awhile, All this time I 
kept trying to pray, bos couldn’t think of any- 
thing to say. At ast it come, * Lord Jesus have 
mercy,” and right away 1 felt the cooling shadow of the angel's wings as bé swept down to save me ; and now here T am alive frem (he very pit,’ 

All the while such ‘wondrous marratives ae thie'are being related, the ¢bon suditors exhibit the ‘intensest “interest. ‘The old brethren and 
sisters encourage the fibalist: * Bless de Lord, * Dats glorious vow,” He'll conse fréw (1 brough) go.’ i i 
New, ‘whence this strange uniformity of 

enthusiastic or superyatyral experience ? 
i ————— 

Scientific, &. 
The ‘sugar wedding,’ thirty days after mar- 

riage, is the latest fashion. 
‘A Sceteh doctor has joblished’ a tract an- 

nounciog that be kas discovered in sulpkur a 
sovereign remedy for diptheria and'all diseases 
of minute fungus growth, 

‘ Well, wife, I don’t sce bow they can send a 
letter on them wires without tearing on ‘em all 
to bits! La, me, they don’t send. the paper, 
but they send the writing in a fluid state.’ 
‘Tom Brows; M. P., ‘that steamers 

crossing between. Dover an is should 
a supply ol balloons, aud thai people should 
make ascension in them, being held down by a 
rope, thus avoiding sea sickness, 

M The great d ETEORIC,— reat display of meteors 
pas for the lpg Than add In visi- le 0 England owing to the prevalence of leggy 
weather. Uo Paris, says Cakgnant's M . 
the spectacle was witnessed 16 great advehts ’ 
and between one and rbrec in the worping t 
sumber of aerolites was so'great that they could 
not be counted, oF ; 70 

A CHINESE ALMANAC is & most extraordin- 
ary publication. 'The/days far ploughing, build- 
ing, travelling, and marrying are laid dows io 
it with the greatest miouteness. The whele 
period of four semsons is divided 'ipip  twei(y- 
foor solar terms, each possessing some charac. 
leristic name, and corresponding to the: day on 
-which'the sun enters the first or filteenth de- 
grees of ome of the twelve signsiol the scdiac. 

Eizormicrty.~A' ‘néw’ %dde! of testi 
rene Plates ea Wigan Se a ym on 
tried in Chatham dackyasd, England, in which She imenions finan gags oeeen flaws js 
Wade by means of a magnetic electric eurrent. The results are describy AL. aatiniaaiony and conciusive, whather in plates or barewthe small.’ 
est defects even having been discovered. 

' — ! . ’ 

Cum For O6LD Fret —We are duired b rue jred dpa Boudin grove a fair trial, 
€0 and ‘those superlatively 
be reli al GL x ¥ igh ytd 

i os eh skin, spd woolle 
stockings outside of thew. Ja the. instance of 
our ink s the result wad sful in 
keeping his fest warm and dry. The 

also ensued, (hat ut night he would 
find the cotton 4 

iling with melted 
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