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SOUL PROSPERITY.

(NOTES OF A BERMON BY O, ¥, BPURGEON,)

« Beloved, I with above all things tbat thou
mayest prosper and be in bealth, sven as thy soul Many ot you would begin to shake with cold,

prospereth.’ =38 John 2.

HALIFAX.N.S.. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9,

just like your souls, Suppose be should grant
the petition, Halt of you would drop down
dead, for you have vo epiritual life atall ; you
are dead in sin : this ohapel would be a char-
nel house of vorruptivn and death, Then
as for those of you who aave spiritual lite,
I would be afraid to pray this prayer for you.

.

and I am atraid somo of you would be in a

What a change the gospel made in John,| decline, if pot in rapid consumption, Shall 1
He was one who could call fire [pom heaven | pray the Knyor? then some of you would be.

on opposers, but now, ; having

ceived the | come wea

in the knee, our hand would be

God to make your bodies, in iﬁoiu; of hu'm;;‘

A ——————

her ﬂoib :‘ltli thy fury ; turn ltonthyso‘t-——

Thou lovest to lash Christendom a8 it she
were a colossal culprit, and thou reandest off
thongtull after_thoogfull of her quivering
flosh ; mow, spare her motes, till thou hust
purged thine own beams: let thy reformations
begin at home, and that thou mayest be re-
covered, hear the

1UI, MzaNs OF RECOVERY,

I speak not now of the means God uses,
though he is the great Pbgsioim. I knowne
outs away the suokers, and pruncs the super-
fluous branches trom trees of bis garden, but

: .y WHOLE SERIES.
. Vor. XXXIL. No. 60.

the faith and the practice were right. When
they could go with thepeople and not surren.
der the faith or leave ‘* the way of righteous-
ness” they would do so. The same has al-
ways been true of Baptiste,

As the first Buptist was named by others, so
was his Master and 8o have been his sucoces-
sorg. They called the Master a * Galilean,”
a ** Nazirene,” a * devil” and bhaviog called
the Master of the house Beelzebub they have
not been disposed to call by softer names,
those of his i;pti:ed houschold.

But as 0o nawe or names made Jesus the
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Holy Ghost, how tull of lovebeis! Ho bad ﬁulliod. and your eyes dim, How many would I speak of » regimen wo may use ourselvee, |0DO that he was, and no changiog of his name
beon often with his Master, be had leaned ou [ have their heurts uﬁuowd 9 and 1 fear none of | May the Lord belp you to practise it, could in any way chauge him or make him
bis bosow, and, like men who have lain uprn [us would be entirely tree trom dickuess, Ob!{ 1. Seek yood food. Hear a gospel preach. |other than what he was, and as the pame
beds of spices, he had the pecfame ot delight bless Giod that the body is not the index of|er and soarch the Bible, Many discases arise | Baptisthad vothing to do with makiog John
upon him, I do not say that grace will work the voul, 'Bat still, it'the pioture be horrible | from insufficicnt or unwholesome food. Live | the one that he was, and no changiog of his
80 visibly in all=for some retaio thoir vatural it we cannot' endure u legit-house of sick [ou the fluestof tho wheat : eat yo that which | name would have chaoged him or made his
temperament, only it is tdrned in & new ohinn. | bodies, what must an ‘hospital of sick and dead is good, preaching aud his baptism othor than what
nel —but_sometimes-the)chapge is remarkably [souls be, it ‘we could ‘only see within! The| 2. Breathe freely. Lot not prayer be re- they were, 8o the name Baptist has had. noth-
evident: the mercse become, cheerful; the spiritual anatomlst ought, ' however, ‘to look strained. Inbialo the air of heavea by fer- ing to do with making the churohes of baptized
ay. serions; the revengetul, loving. : Jobn, boneath thte surtacd, and peoetrate betwcen | vent fu plication, and brsathe it out again in | believers and their ministers, the people that
,Baving experienood.ai cbadge, we see love.io the juiuts and aarrow of the soul. May God | grateful songs, Open the closet of prayer; they are.
him at all times, ho is the mirror of love.~— | belp us to deal honestly with ourselves. Aund climb Eto the throne and live, »- For cighteen centuries they bhave had no
‘Whether he receives penitent Peter, ot writgs | this brings us to— ’ e s 8. Ezercise thyself unto godliness. Labour | power at all exoept as it bos been given them
.to the churabgs, all in love. . .« . * L[> Srabrons'or 1 maitzm. Theso are|for God. Fold not thine hands in apathy, |trom above.

A man's private leytora oftep let. you ioto | many: L*thall but have time to mention the |but be up and doing while it itis oalled to-day | Helpless in the hands of their enemies,
the scorots ot his heart, .. Read Ruthortord’s | most prominent. ' , This will ciroulate thy blood, aud warm thee pursued and punised by ecolesiastioal and oivil
Jetters, and you see the man At oncs jor those Lukewarmniess. This is mentioned by our if cold powers, and by these upited, they bave had
of Kirke White, or Newton, A mau's writ- | Lord to Linodicea as a very dangeroussymptow. 4. It these thiogs fail, I will give you a trial of oruel mookinp.lnd scourgings, yes,
iog detk should be usel to make bis biogra- | A man lukewarm in business or politics will | goed old prescription, and as it wust be iu| moreover, of bonds aud imprisonments. They
puy. . Here we bave ove ol ‘Jobo's private | make but little way, but & man lukewarw in|Lsttin it shall be * carnis et sanguinis Chris- huvo.wandend in deserts'and in wountains,
letters td Galus, and it is & lotter joat like him: | religion is worst o. Al Do we uot seo this|ti,” taken several times a day in a draught of aud in dens and oaves of the earth, known by

-~jt-his-the postmark of charity om it; it is|otten'the cagt? Tho place ma be full or th.t tears of repentance, Those who have o\}oh names as in derision their enomin. were
woonted with love, Note, ’Kz‘fiilli' himuﬂ%mpty. what carcs this man? Sinoers may |tried this declare that it canuot fail: 1t is | disposed to give thew. In the estimation of
gimply * the clder.”  Great men tan afford to | be converted or not, he does vot mind, or, at health to the spirit and marrow to the boaes. | L:eir enemies, they all came out ot Nazareth

) stoop. He uses no proud title: bumility is | any rate, ho never bestirs himsell to wig souls God the Holy Ghost helpiog 1!0“ to prac- from whenoe no good thing could come,—

ever the sweet comphnidu “of 'Jove. ‘lu’ this |bimselt, His prayers at tho prayer mmié? tise the rales of the heavenly FPbysician, you « And un immersion in firé was a fit. baptiem
letter he wishes Gaius every blessing, and |if heever comes, aro us cold as marblo; bis|Will soon become fat and flourishing in the for the whole of them.” _

J commences With an esroest desike for bis bet- | words sevm to have becn packed in ice, His|oourts of the Lord. Turn to the o d book | Thoocities and places where they have lived;

‘ter health, ' ‘Gaius, it would seem, was ill ;| neighbors ho  cares ~more about thap |called the Bible, and see what ie the path of | the mountaiss and valleys 10 which they have

like many of the Lord's favouriis, he was|Cain, who #aid, ¢ Am I my brothers keeper?” | rectitude, for be sure that is the way of |fled, the names of their leaders, the deolara-

. sickly in body. Somé of God's chibicest plants| Or petbaps bo is u man of a little better ““3- | tions of their fuith, and their devotion to the

are kept earthed up by troubles, but, blessed | stamp—he does give, he likes to seo the cause v, I would conclade, if the Lord enable ‘Ordtmmw'ﬂ delivered to them, have furo-
be his vame, it whitens them and prepares|go on; but still be is not heart and soul in it |We, with AN RXHORTATION, “!Nd to their cnemies as many different names
them for his use; Jobn desired that hisiriend | As for the truth, be does not care whether O my brother Christian, is it a small mat. | with which to brand them. To all of whioh
might recover ; and we are allowed, with sub- bis minister be hoterodox or orthodox ; he does | ter to be weak ond feeblo? Amid all thy they have rubmitted, but all of whioh has

3 mission to the Lord’s will,to pray for our own | not trouble himself much; he is cold : | contests thou wilt need all the vigor thou canst ’““0‘,’ to change either their faith or their

health and that bt our friébds. he leaves his heart i his shop, puts his soul|geio.  Wilt thod lot thy beart be untended, baptism. Thoy exist now, as they did in the
‘Healih is an iovaluable wmeroy, aod, like|in his cash box, and brings us the empty thine infirmitities unregarded ? Surely vo, |days of the Apostles, in congregations or

te every other, never properly valued till it is|ctrysalis of what ought to bave been a beart | Wilt thou not go to Calvary with woeping, and | ehurches of baptized believers wershippiog
d lost.” But we notice'that John puts soul pros. | This is bad, If the man be a true son of God | ery to bim who giveth more grace. sod working ‘°ﬁ‘h". 1 the Lord, receiving
it S o Aud now, sinner, a word with thee, [ also |into their mem rship and tellowship only

perity side by side .with it. Mag has two|bo will be healed belore death overtuke him,

parts: th | and earthy, the other | but bo careful—it may be be is a mere Dro-|Am & man as thou art; suffer me to address suoh ae believe and are baptised.
: ;::,'m:‘& ::;z;?:f:::l.“ Bo.v: fo’olin: io. ‘:: festor. d PP thee lovingly., Thoa art doad—I insult thee| Whenever these churches of baptized Dbe-
man who thiuks of his body and forgets his 9. A narrow mind, This is froman com- not—thou art dead in sin, and thou knowest it | lievers have lived and "°“h‘PP°s» and by

not ; but the dead are ever senseless, Thou | Whatever name they may have been known,
art dead, and dost thou' think there will’ be|they bave at all times and in all places had
corpscs in -heaven? In Kgypt we are told |the * One Lord, One Faith and One Bap-
they sometimes sat & skoleion at a feast, to tism,"
remind the guests of doath; but there shall lo their first existence as ** a people” made
be none such in heaven. Itis the land of |roady and * prepared for the Lord.” they
life. Thou canst oot enter there : thou wilt | were known as ‘* Johu's disoiples.” The
be cast out as worthless carrion, to be fed on |eamo persons, were they now living with Jobn
by the worm that never dies, Yet hcar me, the Baptist for their miunister, would be called
There is lite in Cbrist : there is balm in Gil. | Baptists, Whea Jesus came and received
ead, May God help thee now to seek it of | them as & people prepared for him, they were
him who gives frecly to all applicauts. Help, [ knowa as his disoiples. Afterwards they
O Lord, wero called Christians after the name of their
Master, Corist, but all this time they werethe
same baptized believers,

They v ere not different persons or a differ-

" sou! ; prises the vesscl and despicos the treas- | mon. While some run into one extreme, and
ure ; repairs tho bouse, tut allows the tenant thiok no one dootrine truer than another, and
to lubguish ; keeps the garment whole, butneg- | are |atitudivariacs, others run to the other
leets the wearer. pole, and call all men reprobates but their

First, we will examine the words of our owo littleselves and the seot they belong to.—
text more carefully; secondly, describe the|Bo sure that it you do not love the bretbren
symptoms of il A of soul; thirdly, men- | something is out ol order, Lf you kill all who

D tion the means of recovery ; fourthly, s prac. | canoot suy Shibboleth, you will have to put
tical exhortation, many of the Lord's little ones to death. 1

8, I. Tus texr. love baptism and the dootriues of grace, but I

w I wish,” saysJohn to his ** beloved” bro- do not wish to look with a frown on all who
ther. But the word wish ianot stroog enough | differ from me. Cheever talks of patting his
to express the lorce.of the original ; the Greek | things into a spring box, sud then putting the

m word is generslly intorpreted, as the margin | key inside and shutting it. So some men try

has it, ** to pray.” Prayer is a wish saboti- | to put all truth, end the key too, into their

fied. A wish is but & chariot : prayer yokes(own heads; but it you have a chest as large
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THE FIRST BAPTIST,

nt ! : , le because known by different nam
ger it. Good wishes are bullion : [as St. Paul's, you will not know how to put THE NAMB, eat peop )Wa Dy alliex es.

. ;::;0"' ::, stsmped money, Wishes are all truth fn it.’ Love the brethren, love fu. . . _ | Nor bave the names given to their successors

s seeds : prayers are flowers, Liet us plant our | tho brethres, but il not, be sure all is nos| Baptists have seldom if ever been permit- ohanged them. :

he wishos in the garden of devotion, that they | healthy withio, ted to name thewsolves, There bas uever besn & Lime whea & rem-

ar may blossom into {ruit, » Abﬂ.' a”;"‘n"‘.’ 8. A m W‘.“c_.b’ 'h‘oh I mean & Th. ﬂr;‘ B.p‘l.( did not 80 name hl olf, | DADL of this peoph have not tem.lned io the

Ho was not g0 named by his parents. The daith, who have not bowed the knee to the

er Not that John desired bodily health above all | want ol desire tor the word, Some say, *1 ‘ _pacents, ’
- : Loy | wi " th lsewh hile the | prophets who foretold his coming did not ss Baal of Infant Baptism. And never was
ik things for his fricud, but the phrasewoans ** in | canuot bear ;" they go elscwhere while the | prop g‘ bist. Th{ the namber greater than at the present time.

» wishes for temporal things | place i crowded ; they hear & little whilo, but | that he sbould be kuown as & ist. ! :

:: :ll:lo::;:ip:%?er go(t)?r:to the throne, t?m kecp gu goon the rolling nono’bu another tarn, and lnYl who appeared to his parents mtmutgd la ‘Churoh. istory they are little known, as

the footstool.  * That thow mayest prosper.’ | they cannot hear again, whilo some good souls Dot ing of the kind, Jehovab who ** sent him their enemies have oftea buroed up and de-
Tuis is one meroy he prays for, namely, pros- \biok it marcow aud fatoess, Lot the min. [to preach and to baptize” gave him his mie- | 6troy ed their records. Bk Lo

K. perity, We may ask it for our frionds, and |ister utter one opinion they cannot agree with, | sion and his baptism but not the nawe. The “ they are nmot ‘‘ without beginning of

espeoially if, like Gaius, they spend their sub- | they could not enjoy the sermonm,

Ab, you

stance in promoting the interests of religion, require some bark from the treo of affliotion,
Some .“nl: to luppgu that religion makes men | or a draught of Jeremiah's wormwoud ! You

him preach and saw him baptize.
Had he spriokled his converts they would
pot have called him a Baptist,

name was given to him by the people who heard | days

They Aave Scripture record in which they
antedate all existing church organizations, the
Roman Catholio included, and they should be

o ' — : iok it wisdom. but it is & diseaso—you are

. :n:?tr:izzo:tfy‘rpﬁl;dlorn;o:xu:?l :::‘:‘ ouI n::; ppeigivyey ' The common people kuow aad they always | preferred by all « for they were belore them.”

;.'n‘ prosper, and have what you require ot worldly| 4. A forsaken closet, This is the cause as | bave koown that those w‘ho‘ sprinkle do not — Macedonian,

o goods, " Aad be in ¢th"' This second | well aw the chiol symptom of all ill§ to the|baptiso according to the Scriptures, sqd that| * b ol b i

L’o’ mercy requires no romark, {v1s » ncocssary|soul. Oh!if the beam out of the wall tes-|those who are sprinkled are ot baptised. = m o 4o on ConvansazioN.—** The hap-

1al ingredient in the cup it we are to enjoy pros- tily againss thee; it the mouldy air tells that | Hevoe trom the days of John the Baptist until| . = ' o tion " says Dr. Joboson, “is that
p.‘rixy But, my Iriends, I am startied at the | thou bast seldom opencd the door ; if fow wu- | DOW, NO OB who hassprinkled his converts has gt {10 g distivotly g i e
olon\ng. tbong'ht. [ am sure Gaius was a|gels asooud the ladder to heaven—thon thou | been called a Baptist. - a geners! offoct of pleasing impression,”
wooderful man—very unlike some of y u.— art siok indeed, Boast not of thy molivity When the people had all come t?.know sad | & SORN S

x Why, look again : can you believe it?" John|and seal, 1 tell thee thou art sick il thy oloset | 30 speak of John as * the Baptist," then, snd o

" wishes to h:x bis spititusl bealth made tho be unvisited, - O oritio, turn thine eye on thy. | not uotil then did Jesus sud the Kvaogelists| Whether God chose you to labor or suffer,

standard of his natural prosperity.

Suppose
I were to kneel down in my pulpit and

ask

selt ! thou hast often dragged the ohurch lite |speak of him as ** Joba the Baptist.” They
a bull to the altar, snd driven thy kuoife into| were not partioular as to the name 80 long as!

~

you havo no reason to complain ; especially it
he is leading you to glory.




