d
1
A -

N

D

ent
nd.

ent
[he
oar

ver
bost

:ing-

ings,
nd a

THR
C0

VErnor-
g con:
invited
y Inter-
up and
)etween
{ Nova
t, in the
J to let
g from
ftuation
now in
»\)JOC‘ of
s ample
e. The
ontract,
ired for
ors, are
hich due
Railway
\housle,

@,
gineer.

u " "
)e sent 10
ent
miniow
fes must
cents
ent lle..
. mon
he ususl

N. 8.

o Mes*
d des

heistian

eHSLNREL,

A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER.

A i — T — s —

- © “HAot slothinl fn business : fervent in gpivit,”

NEW SERIES. )
Ver. XIIL No. 46.

- —

T . v B )

HALIFAX,N.S., WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1|, 1868.

For the Chris tan Messenger,
Clouds.

I stood beneath the star.lit sky,
Which hung, a graceful canopy,
The peaceful earth above,
The clouds 'round the horison threw,
A wreath surmounted by the blue,
The emblem of true love !

But as I gazed, the clouds arose,
And soon the bright stars did depose,
And hide behind their gloom ;
They veiled the sky in somb: ¢ robe,
Through which no ray of lhight could probe,
The dark earth to illume,

And 50 it was with my sad heart,

In which the light had little part,
For "twas o'ercast with grief’;

My sorrows rose on every side,

To overwhelm me with their tide,
And fill with unbelief.

And in my heart, I thought, that I

Must give up hope nor ever try
To reach a heavenly home ;

It scemed the call could never be,

# Designed tor hopeless ones like me,

When Christ bade all to come:

But as I gazed, a soft wind blew
And soon between the clouds looked through,
The twinkling stars again, .
They seomed, 1n them, to bid me see,
A type of brighter days to bo,~
An euding of my pain,

I took the lesson to my heart,

And hope and peace it did impart,
And lighten'd half my load ;

And now in life's most troubled hour,

I find a balm,~though clouds may lower,~
The promises of God!

A.W.B,
(k‘; l“h. lmo
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The Cornell University.

Mr. Cobden used to say that the English
people are unable to give their miod to wore
than one great question at one time, Tueall-
absorbing question of the hour is that of the
Irish Church; but the moment that is decided
others ure ready to come to the front, and
foromost will be that ot the education ot the
British sation, Wo say not of the British
people, for that phrase is ambiguous, meaning

nerally the education of the lower stratum,

'he whole question of primary aod middle
schools, as well as of woiversity oulture, will
be thoroughly investigated; and those im.
monse revenues, which are beiog wasted or
appropriated by & mivority of the people to
their own rpecial and private edification will
be made available tor the national good,—
Meanwhile, it is quite as well to prepare the
public miod for the inevitable battle, cspe.
oially as the providence of God ig thrusting
uapon us instruction by the achievements of
other natiouns, to elight which weuld be folly
as well as sin, Unless we are muoh mistaken
tbe Cornell University, opened September
28rd, 1868, and of whioh Mr, Goldwin Swmith
is to be lecturer in Political Koonomy, wikl
have sometbing to say to us whioh we shall
do well to take heed. Compared with the
magoificent breadth and catholicity of the
New World Uaniversity, our Eoglish uoiver.
sities are miserable dens of both ecolesiastiocal
and literary seotarianism, the narrow relics of
those dark ages whose last dingy shadow ought
ere this to huve passed from our nineteenth.
ceatury oivilisation, Itought to be possible
for the poorest boy in the land, who has abil-
ity, energy, and wmoral 1 orth, to use the op-
portunity to pass through a university edu-
cation, Bo far is this trom being the oase
that the middle olasses—for example, minis-
ters—fiod suoh traiviog for their ohildren
quite impossible. We in Eogland are im:
wensely behind Scotland and Germaoy io this
respect, How much behind Awmerioa will
immediately appear,

Ezra Coroell was born ip Massachusetts
about the year 1808, His father was & far.
wer in hamble circumstances, who removed

with his family to Centeal New York. As!

aw early age the boy showed great mechani-
cal genius, Ho invented a plough, which he
patented. This was just at the moment that
olectric telegraphs were being introduced into
the United gum. The contractor for the
line botween Washington and Baltimore found
that uulesa ho could fiod » machine to out a
diteh in which to lay tube sud wire, he would
lose money, Cornell offered to plough the
ditoh for him, was sucoceding, when the idea
crossed his mind of carrying the wire through
tae air on poles, whioch was the plan ultimate.
ly adopted. When Cornell was thus pushing
his way on to greatness he was muoh strait.
ened, often going dinnerless, Hao saw, how .
ever, the future of the telegraph, staked Ais
future on his success, and with its progress
roso to emincnce and wealth, Progress was,
bowever, pdesible only ou the ground of con.-
stant advance 1n knowledgy.. This could be
only & rough and thoroy path. The difficul-
ties encountered wade an ineffaceable im.
pression oo his memory., He would that oth-
ers should be spared something ot his toil and
moil. Acoordingly, settling at lthaca, the
idea of a glorious university had already been
formed, to promote . which he succeeded in
gotting cleoted as » member of the Legisla-
ture for the State of New York., Fortune
favored the brave, Some years beforo the
United States Congross had granted land to
the various States to be used striotly for the
udvanoe of practical education, Ia 1862 New
York recoived its shure of nearly a willion
(990,000) acres, A great controversy arose
a* to how the means should be mado availa.
ble for the purpose, Cornell's voice came to
be beard, Ilis deliverance was—Give one
half to various small colleges throughout the
State, with the other great central State uni.
vorsity.  Professor Audrew D, White, pro-
fessor of history in the State university of
Michigan, had also conoeived the idea of a
university different from any in existence.—
On the uprising of the agi‘ation, just referred

'to, White resigned, returned to_ his native

State, New York, obtained also a scat iu the
logislature, and stood by Corpell shoulder to
shoulder, persuading bim, however, to ask for
all for the new university, He did so, prom-
ising that it the State would cousent, he
would supplement the State fund by half a
willion ot dollars (about 100,000.) from his
private mcavs, The State consented, The
new university by scolamation was named
‘* The Cornell University.,” Besidea the
500,000 dollars named, and 100,000 dollars
given to establish & publio library in Ilthaca,
t:0 soat of the new university, Coroell gave
250 acres for the buildings aod grounds, a
pac@ontological cabinet worth 10,000 dollars
(2,0004), books to the amount of 8,000 dol.
lars (600L), whilst one who evidently writes
with authority says :—'‘The above.named
sums do not, by unearly 800,000 dollars
(60,000¢,) represcnt the munificence of Ezra
Coraell to it.” The object ot the university
is tho richest diversity of human development.
In Awerica two convictions have been grow.
ing : 1. That thorough education in special
departments (e. g., agrioulture, industrial me-
ohanios, &o.,) hus bocome a necessity, 2,
That the need has also developed im{t of a
more advanced general eddcation, The new
University aims to meet the first want in such
& way-that po epecial departmeat is subordi-
pated to any other, that tho agricaltural wnd
iudustrial proltessions are regarded as the peers

of every other, that acoess is oponed to these

departments as widely as possible, and pro.
gress in them pushed as far as possible, The
second want is aleo met by throwing over.
board the one otermt{pod curriculum of our
Eoglish universities, by not insisting oo one
single course for all alike, by providing various
combinatioos of studies for various miods.—
The following is theo the scheme of ipstruo.
tion adopted : I. Division of Special Sciences
and Arts :—Agrioulture (nine branches) ; Me-
chanic Arte (six branches) ; Civil Engineering
(five braoches) ; Commerce and Trade; Mio.
10g (four braochee); Medicine and Sargery ;
Law ; Jurisprudence ; Politiosl Science and
History; Elucation. 1I. Division of Seience
Litorature and the Arts in General ; 1st, 20d
snd 8rd Geacral Courses ; Scientifio Course ;
Optional Course, The first general course is
maioly like the classioal ocourse of existing
collegea ; the second is like the first, save that
the study of Grerman is substitated for the
Grook ; the third is again similar, but now

substituting German and Frenoh for Latin ard
Greek, The scientific course i+ for those
who intend devoting themeelves mainly to the
patural scienves. The optional course is one
in which the student is required to choose
three subjects of study from all those pur-
sued in the Upiversity, and to pass examioa-
tion in them. There will be twenty-six pro-
{easors, ten of them non-resident, The trus.
tees, with admirable enterprise and wisdom,
detormined to neek out capable young men to
do the work of the University, who would
have their pame to make, and their life work
all before them. Those scleoted have had the
vory best treining in leading Amorican and
European iositptions, The control of the
university (government would be too harsh a
word for so {rec an institution) is in the hands
of the following bodies. 1. A legislature for
each department, consisting of the prolessors
of that departmeut, with the president of
theuniversity. 2. A senate, Jonsisting of
all the several legislatures meetiog in one
body, once a month. As the old autocratic
positicn of the president is abolished, the
goverament may be regurded as aristooratio.
8. The trustees, consisting ot twenty-four ot.
ficers, nine of whom ‘are trustees, ex officio
({ncluding the Governor and Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of -the Statc of New York, the Seorctary
ot State, the Saperintendent of Publio In.
struction, and the Speaker of the Assembly).
twélve are elected by thu legislature, and
three by the students as soon as their number
amounts to filty, The legislature of Now
York has been very careful to preserve the
unsectarian and secular character of the io.
stitution, declariog that no religious views
whatever, held or not held, should cxclude
professor or student. The religious well-bein
of the student will mo doubt be thoroughly
looked after by the Christian Church, as rep-
resented by the eight denominations already
established in Ithaca, ** The several depart.
ments of study in the eaid university,” it is
provided, ** shall be open to applicants for ad-
mission thereto at the lowest rates of expense
consistant with its weltare and efficiency, and
without distinotion as to rank, olass, previous
oocupation, or locality.”” This one elause is
sufficient to separate the Cornell from our rae-
disoval barbarisms by a difference as wide as
the poles are asunder. One of the first ef-
leots of the New World (we use the phrase
in the double sense) University will be to
wodity all exinting"oollcgu and uoiversitios
io America, for unless they rise to the pew
standard their students will deorease ; and not
many years '“:dP“. before its influence will
be felt at Oxford and Cambridge. Withio
the walls lodging and board will be provided
for 800 students, while the majority will

bourhood, and be subject to the laws govern.
ing ordinury members of families,

Ooe of the most interesting and marvellous
innovations is the provision made for enabling
poor students to support themselves ootiroly.
A system of manual labor has been devised,
compulsory on none, developing the physical
vigour of those who eogage in it, and fair
compensation for which will pay the costs of
education. This labour will isclude u'uin%
farm produoce for tho college-table, mechanioa
employment in the machine.shop of the uni.
versity, the erection of additional baildings
(this mlone will give years of employment),
road-making, and layiog out the %;' ens and
grounds of the establishment, Work done
will be paid for at the current rates, and exe.
cuted under the supervision of the professors
and other ocompetent superintendents, So
that not a lad in the United States but' may
rise to the proudest J)ooition which university
oulture can command, The veriest Arab off
the street may work bis way to the empyrean
of intelleotual blessedness. How it sets a-
longing those of us who bave fought their way
in spiteof wretobed old-world dark exolusive-
ness, and who desire to see a smoother ocourse
and yet happier results for their children and
children's ohildren, 1t wculd be worth the
toil of ome whole life to achieve for these
islands one broad, unsecotarian, free, national
education in each of its three great depart.
ments—primary, middle, and university,—
Who will go up for us, snd whom shall we
send '—Christian World.

He wto assutnes airs of importance exhib-

its his oredeatisls of insignificance,

dwell in the houses of the town and neigh- |
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For the Christian Messenger.

Micmac Mission.

Dear Brother Selden,—

I bave just returned from New Brunswiok,
whither we went in ¢ompany to attend the
Convention, After tho Convention closed, [
wont *‘out into the wilderness” on my ap-
propriate busioces, to look after the '“lost
sheep.” I tound a pumber of Indian fami-
lies living near Indian town, some of them
being Micmocs, and somo Maliecets, The
chiet difterence in the two tribes being this,
that they speak two distinet dialeets of the
same great family of laoguages, This family
is distinguished among the learned by the
appelation Algonkin, the Algonkios being, or
rather baving once becn, a leading tribe
smoog & large olass or family of the North
Awerioan-tribos, Miomac and Malisdet are
so muoh alike taut -those speaking .one
readily learn the other, - [ was among them
nearly every day, since our Convention, and
used to be amused often in hearing them con.
verse, ono speaking Miomao and tho other
Malisect, each readily understanding the other
but fioding it much casier to speak in his own
dialect. 1 not nufrequently follow the same
plan in conversing with the Indians, I using
wy Koglieh, and the one Lam convereing with
usiog his Ladian. '

I bad plaoned to go to Frederioton, and
alterwards to Mirimichi pod - Restigouche,—
Bat my programme was suddenly changed. I
tound a Maliseet brother confioed with a bro-
ken thigh, who was able to assist me in trans.
luling the Scriptures into his native language.
I bad often employed him before as s teacher
of Maliseet, his knowledge of Micmac and

8 | Eoglish, and bis being able to read, and above

all, his exoellent moral, and I may say,
Christian oharaoter, qualifying him beyond
any other living man for an assistant transla.
tor. He is a very industrious and cfficient
hand about the sawmills, and in the lumber
woods, whore ho gets the highest wages, and
coostant employment during tpe lumber soa-
son, 80 that it is ordinarily no easy matter for
me to obtain his services in my wor', His
leg was broken in one of the steam mills, and
it may be said both 10 the oredit of the man
aod his employer, that his doctor's bill was
paid for him, and o five dollar bill sent bim
every week during his confinement. When [
left him be was hobbling round on crutches,
the iracture baving been healed under Dr.
Christie’s able supervision, in tae best possible
maoper, He bad been obliged to lie in one
gonition for about six woeks, and no onecould

ave exhibited more composure and patience.
His leg bad been fractured about a fortnight
before 1 saw him,

I conoluded that here was a providential call
to do somethiog permanent for the Maliseots,
So | agreed with ** Jems' to assist me in
translating the gospel of Johu into his tongue.
It took me about twenty days, and when I
found myselt in possession of the manusoript
all correoted and prepared to be copied out for
the press, I rejoiced *‘as one that findeth

roat spoil.”

I did pot coofioe myselt to the work ot
translating. My teacher's but was roomy,
aod his neighbors were cocouraged to ocome
freely in while we read the Soriptares in two
languages, and often in four, for while we
protessedly translated from the Miemao, I
kept an eye ocoostantly to the Hoglish and
Greek, and I have reason to believe that my
Maliseet translation of John is much nearer
the original thao the one in Miomao. The
slight interruption sometimes oaused by our
visitors was more than compensated for by
the fact that they were learning what the
book was about, and becoming interested in
the woonderful story., And wo had not the
slightest objection to their listening outside,
s+ they sometimes did, near the open window,

Mauoy of the Maliseet Indians can read a
little, They have s Romanist Prayer book,
pot written, as the Miomae Prayerbook is
written, in cAaracters, one mark standing for
s word, like the Chinese; the book of the
Maliscots is written in the Frenoh script al.
pbabet. The ability to read it, must make it
oon{:ntinly easy to learn to read print.—
Wé have already printed a large traot in this
tongue, which some of them can read.

¢ was about six weeks betore I had ocom.
pleted my job. I was kindly eotertained free

of expense, within twenty minates walk of the
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