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The Power of the Pulpit,
No. 1.

Duriog the last few years it has not been
an uousual thing to meet in print the asser-
tion that:the power of the pulpit is gone.—
That, though once a miuhty institution, it is
8o no longer, The beliet ol the advocates ot
this opinion is not that the power the pulpit
once possessed has vunished, like Bob Acre’s
courage, at the finger-ends of those who

 Beat the drum ecelesiastic

With fist instead of stick.

but that it has been transferred to the digits
of those who write for the press. Gentlemen
of the latter profession are very fond ot this
idea, aud love to give it prominence, Who
does not loveto exalt his own calling or class,
or anything with which he is so . identified,
that he must in some measure share in its
glory? Bo the opinion that the pulpit bas
lost 1ts power, and is now the mere shadow ol
its former sell, and that in the present day
thu press is the chief, it not the sole agency
that moulds men’s characters, forms public
opinion and guides the affairs of vations, is
set forth with all the authority of Quarterly
Reviews, the weight of Loudon Times lead.-
ers, or made ridicalous by the inflated vauut.
ings of some petty newspapers supporied hy
its advertistments,and Jgughed. at for is eai-
“torials.

Whether true or false this cp‘nion’ is wor-
thy ol carclul consideration. 1t the pulpit
has lost its power, . it «concerns us to know
when and why this took place. Bat if this
i8 & groundless asspmption those are good rea-
sons why its fallaciousuess should be ex-
po:ed.

Iu secking to ascertain the truthiu relation
to this mriter, it is cecessary for us to com-
wence by deciding upon the area of our in-
vestigations, The teem pulpit is a very com.
prebensive one, including the religious ors-
tory of many countries, both Catholic and
Protestant, which in this particular have but
little in vommon. No theory for instance, in
relation to the bistorie development or de-
cline of the pulpit could possibly be applica-
ble to both Spaia and Beotland, Fravce and
Sweden, ltaly and England, or lreldnd and
Germany, Uonder the term pulpit we may
include the fanatical  harangues of l'alian
and Spanish friars; exhibiting relics and vo-
cilerously declaiming upon the fabulous mira-
cles and virtwes of apoeryphal saints, the be.
witching eloguence of a Frevch Coquerel or
Hygcinibé, the evangelical eermcus of an
Eogli-h Spurgeon, or the miogled polities
and philosophy, gospel and jokes, of an
Awmerican Beecher. The term pulpit, in faet
18 uot a definite one, signilying the same in-
stitution existing in many different countries,
but a variety of agencies by which wen
tbroughout a large portion of the éivilized
world seek to influence their fellow men, for
very difierent objeets and 'in very djfferent
ways, alike ouly in the employwent of human
D?eeuh, and appeals to religious suseeptibili.
ties, and therelore, no more identical than a
watch and a sewing machine are,because they
huth have wheels and springs.

Lu is not probable that those who assert
that the pulpit bes deciined in power, would
wieh to give so wide an spplication 1o the
etatement as we have indicated. Most likely
they would admit that priestly domination s
88 rampant to-day io Spain s ever it was;
they no doubt would ackuowledge that while
the Kmperor of France is not afraid to gag the
press he timorously shapes his policy to conéili-
ate the ceclesiastics ; veither would they plead
ignorance of how much the German preaghers
bave had to do with guiding public sentiment
in that great country lor many years past,and
uever more so than at the present tiwe; bui
wouid probably explain that their theory is
intended 1o apply oply to that part of the

* world in which the Koglish language is spo-
keo, ‘That it is in these Jands, as they think,
the power once wielded by the pulpit is uow
traveferred to the press,
There is an admission to be maZe in relation
to this subject which would perbaps be ue.
cepted by some as s _b,‘l.gouqtory explanation

ot their view of it, and may do much 10 re-
move misconception from the minds of others,
That adwission is, that the British pulpit in
former times assumed functions und performed

offices, v hich, happily, it has now to a great

extent abroguted, and lelt 1o the more suitable
and efficient instrumentality of the press, This
it has done, not in consequenc: of a logs of
power, but from a betier cpneeption of its
own duties and dignities, There was a time
in the history of ¥ogland when the sermon,
it wortty of the name, avswered to a great
extent‘the purpose of a modern editorial,—
Lt was expected to contain, and generally did
contain, allusious to the west important ivei-
dents of the day, Sometimes these refercnces
were clear enough, but more frequently the
preachers discretion taught him to eoufine
his political lcanings and sympathies to covert
hints and inucndocs, qusint and often irrev-
creat uses of seripture, and sly witticisme,
‘the pointo! which we occasioually deteet but

oftever wiss in these old sermons, whose chief

attraction they no doubt formed to mahy who
first beard them. It is uot a loss of power,
but a holier uee of that power which makes
the contrast between the Knglish pulpit of
to-day and What it was when Dr, Shaw and
Friar P’ike aided by their sermons at St.
Paul’s eross, intamous Duke Richard in his
traitorous und sanguinary schemes—or when
Heory the VILL, sent his preachiers go the
same p.ade to argue in favor ol hisdivorce—
or Mary Lers to prove Klizabeth's illegitima-
cy -sud«the pope’s inlallibility,~or when

Roundheads and Cavaliecs, puritans and prel-

atisia employed it for their political harangues;
or when ﬁr. Bachoverell flung trom St, Mar-
garet’s his firebrand sermon—or when &
thousand pulpits united in a chorus of decla-
mation to convince the nation that-the French
Revolution was Armageddon, - Napoleon the
devil, and liberty paodemonium, That
kind of thing in the present day is left by
preachers as a body to the news-paper,
Dr.-. Cummings, ©vo popery sealots and
second advent enthusiasts, with no loss of
power, but with a large accession of useful-
uess aud digtfity to the polpit. Let it not be
haetity assumcd that in “congequence of the
pulpit thus confining itsell to its more legiti-
mate functions, it has therefore little influence
in affairs not strictly of a religious nature,—
If a greatstatesman wasright when he deemed
the poets who made a nation’s soags more pow-
erful in lorming its sentimeots and shaping
its opinion, than the legislators who made its
laws, we may ceitainly claim s me influence,
even in secular aud patiopasl -matters, for
those, who, us a body bring lea.nigg, piety,
cxemplary lives and zeal 1o the work ot cul-
tivating wmen’s consciences, and declaring and
enforcing the relations that right and wrong,
God aud buman b ‘ings hold to eaph other,
It wust be adwmitted that it the lsbors of
preachers are not totally ineffectual, by vir-
tue of (ke affivities of trath, they cannot but
have a powerlul effect upon every department
of life, and be a mighty ivfluence in giving
chara¢ter to social lile and laws, and form (o
pational justitutions and rieasures,

However diversified the views promulgated
from the pulpit ou some poiuts, there is a re-
markalle unanimity oun others, It would be
impossible to find elspwhere a8 many iwpor-
tant tiuths waintaioed by the same oumbers,
and iotellectual and moral weight, as those
which receive tue adbesion and sapport of
nearly the entire modern pulpit, The disa-
greement ol sects upon wany poiats of theol-
ogy are neither lew wpor upimportaot. But
apart lrom these there is a vast body of moral
and practical trath, Tuke the wost bittes
seclarian preacber, and give hias some moral
or social topie, and in most.cases his views will
oot estcutially differ from those beld by his
very aptipodes in theological sentiment. le
all places it is the common pragtice to assem
ble upon the platform ministers of cvery de-
Bomination, assuming as 8 watter of course
their entire agreement in the advocacy of
practical christiapity, and any of the mea
sures or justitutions it creates for the benefit
of mankind. Oue bas only to reflect upon
the pumber of these, and the degree in which
they depend for support upen the per.
Bousl exertiops of ministers, tp he conyiveed
that ip one great and wost important depari-
ment of life that which inglydes all its phil.

aptbropic enterprises and social iwprove.
ments, the pulpit has great power,
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Tangible evidences and those too of the
kind most likely to have weight with the class
disposed to depreciate the pulpit, may be
readily ¢uoted in proot of the greatness of
ite influence, - Nothing strikes hke a fact,
and with some people nothing like a pecuviary
one. The smalluess of the average salary ol
winisters is i striking coatrast to (he im-
mense sums raised through their ¢florts for
religious and benevolent purposes,  What the
press might do alone in this respect it is!
impossible to tell, or it is always assisted in
its benevolence by the co-operation of the
pulpit ; but what it ean accomplish thus aided
we can easily ascertain. The London Times
is the mightiest newspaper in the world.—
More thun once it has put torth its whole
power to arouse public sympathy on behalt of
some Lenevolent object, or iu connection with
gome pressing exigency. It would not be
difficult to fiud many occapants of the pulpit
whose solitary exertions in a similar way have
beco attended with a suceess far surpassing
any that has erowned the spasmodio philan-
thropy of the great Thunderer. Men now
in their prime can remember the Disraption
in Beotlund, when 400 winisters for conscience
sake lelt the Hstablished Chuich und cast
themsclves upon the religious eympathics of-
their country,  Since that day the Free
Uhurch has raised and expended upon chapel
building, ministerial support, education, and
wissicns, a sum total of willions of pounds
sterling,  Last yeur in addition to all other
religious and benevolent contributions in the
United Stutes, no less than tour million dol-
lars were given for the endowment of de-
nominational Colleges. A tecent ealeulatisn
was made that the whbole amownt raised in
Kogland for Home and Foreign enterprises
was about twenty million dollars per annam.
More than a quarter of a century ago, Guizot
counted in Loudon alone over five hundred
pbilaothropie institut ons entirely wupported
by voluntary contributions, Lt canuot be
doubted that the immense sums bestowed in
the iustances quoted, would have taken a very
different dircetion it it were not for the sue-
cess of ministerial efforts to elicit and guide
christian liberality.

M. A. H.

For the Christian Messenger.

Pen Sketches,—No. 4.

D
What a large amouiii of d\:uep‘t'iou‘ iq prac-

tised in the world. That there are persons
in the world bent on deceiviag their tellow-
men is & lamentable proof of man’s depravity
Who are they, and how do they deccive ?

There are deceiving talkers, They have
an ambiguous way of talking, speaking iv
Bu0h @ wanner that makes un iwpression upon
the mind foreign 10 the truth, Some act as
though they were your perscual friends, bu
it is doue for an unworthy purpose,

What deceivers there are in bsiness, by
lalse representations, tiying to impress pur-
iehusers that the articles lor sale are of a sa-
perior quality, and not obtainable elsewhere
at such sell-suerificing prices. By the way,
how long will people be gulled by the nume-
rous advertisements of articles being sold below
cosi 7 Are such tradesmen s0 gencrous as to
tavour their customers with 80 much of their
property, and pay rent and taxes out of their¥
own pockets?  Does it look roasonable 7 —
There may be some exceptions, but they are
tew, very lew.  Are there not doceivers in
other prolessionsepalming off the productions
ol others lor their own?

Others have a great show of piety, of in-
tense zeal lor the cause of Christ, but it is
only for effect, their Bears is not in lovieg
gympathy with spiritual religion,

Then there is not a small class of deceivers
i sacred things~—teaching tor doctrine the
tvaditions of men, putting forced construe-
tions on portions of the presivus word ot God,
by plausible arguments seeking to support a
sysiem of ervor,

Many deceive themselyes by foolishly im-
agining that they are clever, smart persons,
whereas-the very act of deceiviog is w  proof
of & small wind, a basz heart, and dishonour.
able gonduet, Lt all deceivers remember
that there are sush words a6 the loflowing,
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Be uot deceived, God is not mocked, for
whatsoever a man soweth, that ghall he also
reap. Joun,

For the Christian Messenger.

A Reminiscence,

Dear Brother,—

Fifty years sgo this day I was ordained
pastor of the Baptist Church in Dean Street,
London. The record ot the transaction, con-
tained in the Baptist Mugazive for Juné,
18138, states that ** the Rev, Thomas Thomas
commenced, by reading the Scriptures and
Prayer., The Rev, Thomas Griffin delivered
the introductory discourse, . describing the
Constitation of a gospel church, and asked
the usual Questions. The Rev. Thomas Cramp
of 8t. Peier’s, Thanet, (Mr, C."s tather,) of-
fered thg ordination praye-. The Rev. Dr.
Newa@‘x gave the charge, from 2 Tim. ii. 15.
The Rev. Timothy Thouins addressed the
church, fromw Rom. i. 11, 12 and the Rev.
Dr. Rippon concluded the interesting service
with prayer. The hymuos were yead by the
Rev. Bamuel Brawa, of Loughton, and
Messrs. Coombs, Reynolds, Green, Pope,
and Clarke, students at Stepney.”

The Rev. Thomas Thomas was not at that
time a settied minister, but preached occa-
sionally, - Bome members of hig tamily ocon-
ducted an educational establishment at Peck-
ham, vear Liondon, under kis superintendence.
He died a lew years alterwards at an advan-
ced age. :

-Pre Rev. Thomas Griffin was pustor of the
church in Prescot Bireet, formerly presided
over by the vemerable Abraham Booth.
His latter years were spent in the service ot
a country church. He died a few years since,
huving reached the age of eighty-two.

Ot my father, it 18 not necessary to speak.
He was then in his prime, being forty-seven
years of age. He died Nov, 17, 1851, in
the 82nd year of age, having been a preacher
of the gospel sixiy-four years.

The Rev. Dr. Newman, my revered Tutor
(we did not use the word ¢ Professer” in
those daye), whose very solemn and appro-
priat2 Unarge was listened to with great sat-
isfaction by all present, died Dec, 22, 1836,
in the sixty-third year of his age. He had
been more than forty years pastor of the
churech at Old Ford, Bow, near London.

the church in Devonshire Square, where the
celebrated William Kiffin laboured in the
days of Charles 11. He had held the office
upwards of lorty years whea he died, Jaly 5,
1827, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.
~ The Rev. Dr,  Rippon was pastor of the
chureh in Carter Lane, where he succeeded
Dz, Gill, in 1774. A number of (he members
being dissatisticd with (he choice withdrew,
und formed another chureh, choosing the Rey.
William Button for their pastor. It was my
lot to bo his sucsessor. Dr. Rippon died
Dee. 17, 1886, having been pastor sixty-two
years. He was in bis eighiy-sixth year —
Mr. Button died in 1821,

Boih ploces of worship, that in Carter
Lave and that in Dean Sireet, were pulled
down 10 muke room for the appoaches to the
South-Kastern Railway. The Carier Lane
people built a vew place bf worship in New
Park Strees, where Mr. Spurgeon commenoed
his lubors among them, previous to the erce-
tion of the.* Metropolitan Tabernacle.”. Phe
Dean Street people built in Trinity  Bquare,
a mile or so from the old site,

Bix of wy fellow-students ‘read- the hyrins
on the occasion,. Three of them are dead.

The Rev. Bevjawin Coombs laboured sue-
ocssivel , at Ross, and at Bridport, He died
Feb, 4, 1850, aged 0. He was of a weak-
ly constitution, and seldom enjoyed good
health, Hig ntelledtual qualifications and
endlowments were shove par. He was a re-
spcetable poet,

The Hev. John Reynolde, a plain, solid
brother, thoroughly well-prineipled, settled at
Islehaw, Cambridgeshire, and dicd there,
Nov. 26, 1842, in the 56th year of bis sge.

The Rev, Kdmund Clarke was a very. ag-
ceptable preacher,und wuch esteemed d' his

tor of the char¢h at Truro were

| v smﬂs
blessed. Paiafal and long.continued

iscase

aud thoy sze tesribly true;—

being énly forty-two years old,
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The ev. Timothy Thomas was pastor of.

affectionate earnestncss. His labours as pas.

wore him down, and he died Jniy 8, 1349, .
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