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feels intensely vhen he bears that truth slight. 

ed; and bimself denounced as a- troubler io 

Israel by his fellow-Christiane. * He does not 

seek the applause of his fellow-mortale, snd 

therefore be is not disappointed ; but looking 

away beyond this scene of couflict, be confi- 
dently expcets, when the battle of life has) 
been fought, a well done, goed apd faithful 

servant,” from thel ips of the Heavenly Mas- 
ter. 1 do pot say that he is utterly indiffer- 
ent to the approbstion of his brethren, but 

their disapproval weighs as nothing against 

the testimony of a goed covscience znd the 
approving smile of his Lord apd Master.— 
Canadian Baptist. 

For the Christian Mes:erger. 

Miscellanea. 

No. I. 

Rev. Ricuarp Ceci, M. A. 

bis series of cecssional papers will con- 

gist of brief parsgravhs and pithy sentences, 
sometimes, perbaps, interspersed with anec- 
dotes, selected from various writere, 
Mr. Cecil wos sn eminent clergyman of 

the Church of England® He wss born Nov. 
8. 1748, and died Apg. 15. 1810. A: 
minister of St. Jubn's Chapel, Bedford Row, 
Londen, where Le collected a large congrega- 
tion, bis labours were remarkably blessed. 
His works are a mine of wealth to the theo- 
logical student]. 
How little we thivk of improving the time 

we have, while we beve cpportupity !' I find 
every “thing Lut religion, wvspity. I am 

ready, even on thie sick bed, to, presch to 
preachers, I ssk myeell, what is my bold 
and support—what will renvain with we, when 

every thing ele is weebed away? To recol- 
lect 2 prowise of the Biblc—1this is eubstonce ! 

Nothivg will do tut the Bible. If 1 read 
authors, and beer ¢*ficrent.opinions, I cen- 
pot sayy ‘* This i8 truth!” I -cevnot grasp 
it a8 substance : Lut the Bible gives me scme- 
thing to Ahold. 1 Lave lesrnt mcre withio 
these curtaing, thar frcm &ll the books 1 ever 
rezd—1 scmetivies speculdte on the idea of a 
goui’s caving the bedy, avd wsndering forth 
into the world of epace; but it is slcpe— 
wandering io tolitude, lt is wretched de- 
cause alone—10 say rvothing of misery, but 
let a ray from Corist ehiie on that soul, aud 
po matter where 1t ie—it is bappy! 

1 sm going down the valley of bumilation, 
where the christian’s fcet are apt to stumble ; 
but I bave not lost my way. 1 know" where 

So the lam; sed 1 kvow God ts with me, 
valley is pot go dark as it wight be, 
The Refiner sits watching his gold during 

the process, avd makes the fire merely pun- 
i am only sorry. that, while 1 see no 

end to this process, I should so much wish to 
"I do mot yet fake pleasure in 

tying. 

see the end. 
infirmities and disiresses, as St. Paul did; 
but I em trying to learn, 

I have been tbiuking of many expressions 
of Rutberford’s this morning, before | was 
up. 1 feel ove the burden ot the pong—+: J 
lay my head lo rest on the bosom of Omuipo- 
tence!” While 1 can keep hold of this, it 
shall be a five day, whether it raivg, bails, or 
shines.— ; 

“ One thing is needful ;"—end that ope, 
neediul as it is, will be forgotten, if we do 
pot set aside a portion. of our time for the 

I feel that all I koow and all I 
teach will do nothing for wy own oul, if | 
spend my time, as most people do, in business 

pur cse. 

or comqapy—even the best company, My 
goul starves 10 death in the best company ; 
and ‘God is often lost in. prayers and ordi- 
nances, [Enter into thy chamber, said he, 
and shut thy door about thee, Scme words 
in. Sei ipture are very emphatical, Shut thy 
door means much ; it meaps, hut out, wot 
only pousente, but business—not only the 
company abroad, bat the compsny at home. 
It mesue—let \by poor soul have a little rest 
and refreshment, and Ged bave opportunity 
to speak to ‘thee in a small, till voice, or 
be will spesk in thunder. 

Religion will cost us something but the 
want of it infinitely more. 
When 1 wes suk in the depths of iufideli- 

ty, 1 was afreid to read any author whe 
treated Christianity in a dispassiorate, wise, 
and searching wanuver, He made me uneasy. 
Lonscience would gather strength, 1 found 
it more dificult to stifie her remonstrances. 
He would recal early instructions and impres- | 
sions, while wy bappiness could only consis 
with their obliteration, 
My iret convictions on the subject of re- 

ligion were confirmed irom observing that 
really eligions persons had some solid happi- 
ness among them, which I had felt that the 
vanities of the world could not give, I shall 
never forges standing by the bed of my pick 
mother, 

asked ber: “ No.” “No! Why does the 
uncertainty af another state give you no con- 
cern?” “Because God has said ‘to we, 

“ Are you not afraid to die?” || 

* Fear not ; when thou peseest through the 
waters 1 will be with thee. and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee.’ ” The 
remembrance of this sccoe has oftentimes 
sivce drawn an ardent prayer from me that 

I might die the death of the righteous. 
Dissatisfaction sccompsnics me, in the 

study and in tbe pulpit. I never made a 
sexmon with which 1 felt satisfied: I never 
prezched a sermon with which I felt satiefied. 
[ bave slways present such a conception of 
what might be done, that what 1 do falls only 
far beneath what It seems 10 me it should be, 
Some sermons which I bave bcard have made 
we sick of wy own for a month afterwards. 

Perbape, conplacency in the exer 
cise cf ‘talent, be it what it may, is bardly 

to be scparated, in such a wretched heart as 
men’s, from pride. "It reems to me that this 
diseatiefaction with myself is the mescenger 
sent to buffet me and keep me down, 

«“ Mr. Cceil possessed remarkable decision 
of character, When he went to Oxford he 
had made resolution of restricting hiwself to 
a quarter of en hour daily, in playivg on the 
violin, on which instrum=nt he greatly 

‘ond ; but be fourd it impracticable to ad- 
bere to bie determination, and bwd so fre. 
quently to lament the loss of time in this lae- 
cinsting amusement, that, with the noble 
spirit which characterized him through lile, 
‘he cut his etrings, ard never replaced them.” 
Fratt's « Character of the Rev. Rickard 
Cecil.” 

Bocker’s dying thought ie congenial to my 
epirit.. “1 sm _oiog to leave 8 world dis- 
ordered aud a church disorganised, for a 

+world-end a church where every angel, and 
every rank of angel, stand before the throne 
in the very post God assigned them.” Iam 
obliged habitually to turn my eye from the 
wreiched disorders of the world aud the 
church, to the besuty, harmony, meekness, 

«rd glory of ibe Letter world. 
Riding with & friend in a very windy day, 

the dust was 80 troublescme, his companion 

where they might ride in the ficlds free from 
dust; and this wish he repeated more thav 
cnce while on the road. When they reached 
the fields the flics #0 teased his friend's horse 
that he could scarcely kcep his seat on. the 
gaddle. Oo his bitterly complaining.” ¢ AL! 
Sir,” said Mr. Cecil, *“ when you were in 
the road the dust was your only trouble, and 
all your spxiety was to get into the fields; 
you forgot that the fly wes there! Now this 
is & true picture of buman life, and you will 
find it #0 in all the changes you ‘make in 
future. We koow the trials of our present 
situation ; but the next will have trials, and 
perbape worse, though they may be of a dif. 
ferent kina,” hs 
1 {requently choose my subject and enter into 
my plan, before 1 discover that the Saviour 
occupies a part. too tubordinate, 1 throw 
them away, aud take up others which point 
more directly and naturally to Him, 

by & pices mother on my own mind, when a 
child, but which were studicusly concealed, 

that very few parents sufficiently aim, or sul- 
ficiently hope, in their religious endeavours 
with their children. 
A wusical smateur of eminence, who had 

often observed Mr. Cadogeu’s ioattention to 
bis perlormance, said to him ove day, ** Come, 
| am determined to make you feel the force 
of wusic—psy particular attenticn to this 
piece.” —It was played.—** Well, what do 
you say now 1'—¢ Why just what [ said be- 
fore, —** What ! Can you bear this and not 
be charmed? Well! I am quite surprised 
at your ivsensibility— Where are your ears?" 
—* Bear with me, my Lord,” replied Mr. 
C., **since 1100 have bad wy surprise, I 
bave often from the pulpit sct before you the 
most striking and sfiecting truths—I[ have 
sounded netes that have raised the dead—1 
have said, * Surely, Le will feel now’—but 
you never seemed charmed with my music, 
though ivfinitely more interesting than yours 
~1 too have been ready to tay with astonich- 
ment, Where are his ears? Cecil's Memoir 
of Cadogan. 

Lv is lamcotable to consider, that through 
the depravity of oer common vature, the 
wasp of the Church cen more easily multi- 
ply bis kind than the dee. Who could not 
teach a bundred to bite and sting, in lees 
time than be could bring even ove to prepare 

| Boney 1 ; 

For the Christian Messenger. 

¢“ Devour ene another.” 

My. Editer,— 
With your permission, I will write an 

article upon this subject, and use you for 
(illustrating it. 1 will say at the outset, 
that I shall adopt very largely the ironical 
style for the purpose of doing better justice 
to my task. In this light I forewarn your 

excelled, ard of which he was extravagantly] 

wished they were at their journey’s end, 

Iam persuaded; from the impressions nisde 

THE CHKISTIAN MESSENGER. 
readers to understand my subject, and !oldest subscribers will have, when forced to 
most of what I shall say upon it. I was 
inspired to undertake thisjlittle task by 
reading a copy of the Christian Visitor, a 
paper published in St. John, New DBruns- 
wick, of the 2nd instant. In it several 
writers, hailing from Nova Scotia, invite 
the Christian Visitor to come over here, 
and swallow up the Christian Messenger. 
This I see the Editor of the Visitor evi- 
dently intends to undertake, otherwise he 
would have rebuked the writers, and de- 
clared the task a moral and practical im- 
possibility. Thus far IT would have my 
statements taken in their most literal 
meaning. 

It is perfectly right for one editor of a 
religious paper, to destroy another religious 
periodical, if by doing so he can get more 
subscribers for his own paper. Without it 
his sheet might not pay, and who can say 
anything against a man looking out for 
himself. 

This proposal will be carried into effect. 
I am very sorry to tell you so, but it is 
better to be faithful, and inform a friend of 
a calamity that is foreshadowed as truly as 
this great evil is that will soon be upon 
you. This will be accomplished because it is 
right. If the Editor of the Visitor can 
come into Nova Scotia, and blind the peo- 
ple with modestly intimating that he can 
do better for them than you can—and he 
can do it modestly,—and the people in Nova 
Scotia can be deceived, then it is perfectly 
right. This is the sweet expression of 
brotherly love, and the deep interest that 
one christian editor should éver have in 
another. It quiets his conscience and 
makes him ‘sleep sweetly.’ 

This undertaking cannot fail because it 
is 80 honorable! The people in Nova 
Scotia will regard it in this light. After 
this, the man, that has not stood. above 
everybody else;will be exalted in their 
estimation. He may never know it, but 
those who may have the opportunity. of 
hearing their private opinions, will know 
how high it has set him up in their esteem 
It would not be right for you to complain of 
this treatment, for it is so honorable that no 
person would listen to you. If a man is 
defeated in this fair and honest way, then 
he must accept the issue and not expect 
any sympathy. psa o 

Your destruction is sealed, because of 
the unquesgionable sincerity and pureness 
of -intention of those writers who have 
sent such a piteous wail over to New 
Brunswick for help. They have no doubt 
endured everything but martyrdom, because 
the interests of religion and the welfare of 
their denomination has suffered so much at 
your hands. I now refer to “ A Nova 
Sectia Baptist” and “* Nova Scotia,” two 
writers whose holiness of aim finds no par- 
allel outside of the Bible. It is impossi- 
ble for men to undertake anything with such 
good intentions, and fail to-earry it through. 
Their sincerity will- help them to wade 
through difficulties, and they could not, borne 
up by sucha power, shrink from any danger. 
—Every similar good cause, . is indebted 
largely to this element in the hearts of its 
advocates, for its success. You cannot 
imagine how much those writers meditated 
and prayed over the subject before the 
undertook it. . They might adopt the lan- 
guage of the young clergyman who made a 
concession to his seniors for using extray- 
agant language, by saying that-he * had 
shed barrels of tears over this, his weak- 
ness.” 

There is only one other thing that is 
wanting to ‘make this little enterprise alto- 
gether successful ; and that is for the Visi- 
tor to secure these two gentlemen—** Nova 
Scotia” and ““ A Nova-Mcotia Baptist” for 
its regular correspondents. Language is 
inadequate to express the beauty of their 
style, their originality, perfect analysis and 
all their peculiarities for which great writers 
are distinguished. - Here is your fate.— 
Try and bear it patiently as it has come so 
justly upen you. If you'should feel a lit- 
tle ambitious, and wish to survive, to be 
known a little longer as the proprietor of a 
religious journal, you must submit to con- 
sequences, and not complain. All the min- 
isters throughout the Province will sée how 
just and righteous the undertaking is; and 
because the proposal of the Nova Scotia 
correspondents of the Visitor will seem so 
reasonable, they will of course call u 
you to cease sending them your paper. 

have learned that your paper is about to be 
enriched, among other things, by some 

pon | prove this, 

! 

put forth their hands, and aid in destroying 
the first Baptist paper that was ever started 
in these colonies. . But it must be done, be- 
cause it is the requirement of truth and 
righteousness. It will not cost them more 
than it has cost others to carry out the dic- 
tates of enlightened consciences. Abraham 
was called upon to sacrifice his son, it was 
very trying to the venerable patriarch, but 
he proceeded to obey, although it cost him 
a great struggle. So these old patrons of 
yours will be so convinced that these 
writers who have proposed the destruction 
of the Messenger, are undertaking a work 
that is so just and honorable, that they will 
not dare to oppose it.—The Messenger then 
is doomed ! ; 

Yours truly and weeping, 
WHATEVER 18, 1s RiGHT. 

Clyvistion Pilessenger 
Be TE NIN 

LIFAX, JANUARY 8, 1868. 

The Christian Church, a place of 

safety. 

Man is a rocial being. His becoming a 
believer in Christ does not diminish this fea- 
ture of his character, but tends rather to reg- 
ulate and expand it. He desires to impart 
the blestings of which he haspartaken to others, 
When he thinks of the condition frem which 
he bas been rescued, he wishes to secure a firm 
position for himeclf, and then to reach out 
his baud and offer aid to hisdellow men, who 
are in similar peril to that ke has esouped, 
This we regard asa very simple and practical 
view of salvation and christian life, on New 
Testament principles: If we sought contro- 
versy, With respect to these plain facts, there 
are abundant materials for surrounding them 
with arguments; but unless there is something 
worth contending for, we prefer merely to 
inculcate what may illustrate the priveiples 
dear to all our -churehes and brethren, and 
thus ever be to them a Christian meseenger. 
The great object ef christian desire and 

effort is the salvation of our fellow creatures. 
A person who has been awakened 10 his 
ruined condition, and becomes a participant 

{ot this great blessing,—salvation—sees the 
danger in"which he has been living, and looks 
to Jesus as the only scuree of pardon, peace, 
and eternal life, and is saved. He now seeks 
some mode by which he may retain his hold 
of the good already received, and contivue 
in its enjoyment, 

The social principle bere operates, and it 
harmouizes with the teaching ef the Serip- 
tures in reference to the constitution of chyise 
tign. churches.” He desires fellowship with 
Christ—asd bis people, snd the “Church 
reaches forth its band and welcomes hin to 
all its joys and privileges, It may not be 
improper here to inquire What it is that is 
now influencing him in doing this? It will 
he at once apparent 10 every mind that Aoli- 
ness, protection aud benevolence, are the 
three leading thoughts by which the young 
convert is -impelled to met in this awekecued 
state, Let us exswine these three principles 
a little carefully, and we shall find that the 
theorctiesl, and we trust the real character 

Y|ot Baptist Churches, will be found 10 be 
eminently adapted to supply what is felt 10 
be 80 necessary by the vew-born soul-—ile 
true disciple of the Lord Jesus. 

1st. Holiness.—'I'he soul that has been 
brought to Chrigt, wishes to conform to his 
precepts and own Him as bis Lord aod 
Muster, as well as his Saviour. [i tho 
change is real, and the conversion genuine, 
he 1&-not desirous of having the gospel re- 
quiremenfs toned down, so as te offer spolo- 
gies for sim, or to screen it when coun ited. 
That is but a sickly specimen of & church, 
and a miserable counterfeit, that is incapable 
of prooouncing upon sin when it overcomes 
its own members, snd cannot call them to ° 

Such a church account for improper acts, 
would afford but a poor illustration of guspel 
purity and love, and but a sorry refuge for 
one just rescued from a state of spiritual 
dea:h. The wheat and the tares may grow 
up together iu the world, but bot in the 
church, This then—holiness—we regard as 
a prime characteristic of a church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

2ud. Protection.—This world is a place of 
danger. There needs but little experience to 

proiant against them. Tae social priuciple 
ere also operates to render assistance of ita 

Letters ‘on Theology from a very able and . utmost value ro the young ehristisn, wither 
popular writer, nevertheless they will feel 
compelled to accept that which has been 

| 

4 

the convert be a person of youibiul days or 
of more mature years, The church of Cleist 

brought gbout in so righteous and honorable | is required for protestion—a pluce of refuge 
a manner ! for Christ's “followers. Weaken the testi 
Fancy the struggle that some of your mony of the church for purity, sod you 

The deceitfulness of sin snd the 
) It] power of evil habit, are seurces of his, 

will be a great trial to them, as they danger, end church fellowship is necessary 10 


