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Imiportant Scientific Questions.

Recent geological discoveries have given new
interest 10 questions connected with the origin
and antiquity of the human race. It wae for-
merly corceded, even by geologists noted for
their .nbelief ot the Divine origin of the Bible
and of Christianity,  that man was a recent
comer on the earth’s surface, and that no traces

~of bis remains or of kis works were to be found
in the earth’s strata. This opinion bad come to
be so umiversal that it was accepted as one of
the certain facts in chis fascinating science.
Christian scholars frequently referred to it asan
indirect confirmation of the Mosaic record ; and
wnbelievers regarded it asa singular coincidence
with the Bible teachings.

But late discoveries have changed the: whole

- aspect of the question and shaken confidence in

the theory so long maintained. The buman
relics found in certain caves, mingled with the
bones of animals which have long been extisct,
and rome of which are supposed to belong to a
former period, suggest the probability that man
was a cotemporary with these extinct animal
species. The discovery of the buried lake vil
lages, in Switzerland and elsewhere, bas led
many to believe that ages of human existence
preceded the historic period, in which man was
slowly advanciog from barbarism to civilization.
Scientific students are drawing a broad distine-
tion between the stone, and bronze, and iren
periods, as if these differemt-materials, out of
which weapons and implements of industry
were constructed, mark distinct periods of
human progress. ‘[hey point also to pottery
and otber products of buman industry, found
among fossils of great antiquity, to prove that
millions of years must be added to the biblical
chronology to make it consistent with the facts
already known. : Saahe e
It must te confessed that some of these asser-
tions bave an unpleasant look. They seem to
be clothed with authority, and to demand belief.
They are very plausible, and yet conflict with
the popular view of the Mosaic récord. What

shall bonest Christian men doin face of such as. -

sert'ons ? Shall they accept them, and lose
faith in the accuracy of the Bible ? Shall-they
attempt a new interpretation of the Scriptures
which will harmonize with the new discoveries,
or adopt a lax theory of inspiration which will

v(\/‘ad‘ﬁxit scientific_errors in the sacred writers,

while claiming infallibility for their moral teach.
ings ? 1t can bardly be denied that eome minds
are iavolved in serious perplexity, net knowing
in what direction to look for light,

But in the present state of the questions at
issue there 18 no cawse for disquiet. Scientific
men are not agreed as to the precise nature or
valee of the new discoveries. The time and
the mode of the deposits in the caves are alike
uncertain. Some respectable writers have
maintained that the human relics have been
borne thither by floodes, within the historic

riod. Others maintain that tte lake dwell-
ings need not be referred to an earlier periad,
as Herodotus alludes to a similar style of build-
ing in Thrace-in his own age. 'Bel evers in
the Mosaic record and in a short chronolegy
can afford to wait till such questions are full

world are*united in their belief.

We believe in the periect barmony of the
Bible and science ; that the works of God and
the Word of God can never contradict each
other, We believe, also, in the fullest freedom
of scientific inquiry; that it should never be
hindered, because of doubtful ‘tendencies, and
nevef be regarded with Jealousy, from ite ap-
parent antagonism to the popular religioue taith.
The more complete the investigation, the mage
satisfactory will be the results. The seeming
disagreement will be lost in a profounder insight
into the unity of the two recerds. Science will
confirm, in ways unthought of, the veracity of
revelation. : :

It is with great satisfactiom, therefore, that
we learn that the Intermational Congress, for
the investigation of Primeval History, formed a
few years ago, will hold a meeing in August,
1868, in Paris, to discuss these very questions,
in which so great an interest is felt at the pre.
sent time. The following programme bas been
published, and a8 many of the most eminent
scholars in Europe will taka part in the discus-
sions, we may hope to have some valuable data
on which to form an accurate judgment ;

1. Under what geological circumstances and
among what plants and animals bave the oldest
traces of man been discovered ia different
countries ? .

2. Were the caves geoerally inbabited ?
Were they inhabited by the same race at the
same periods? It not, how and by what char.
acteristics ‘are the inbabitants of the caves at
different epochs te be distinguished ?

3. Do the megalithic monuments belong to
one people, who by degrees overspead various
countries ! In that case, what was the origin
of the race, and what were its gradual pro-

ressive steps in art and industry ? What re-
ations may bave existed between this race and
the lake-dwellers, who possessed ian amalcgous
indpstry ?

4. Is the appearance of bronze in the West
the” resolt of ad indigenous industry, or of
violent conquest, or of the opening of new
channels of trade ? .

5. Wbat are the essential charaeteristios ip
the different countries of the first iron period ?
Is this time anterior to historieal times ?

6. What infermation do we possess of the
anatomical eharacteristics of human races from

the most ancient times to the iren period ?—
W. & R. ;

“ Well, my boy, do you know what ¢ syntax’
means '’ said a schoolmaster to a pupil. “ Yes,
eir,” was the reply ; « the duty on spirits.”
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New Religious mevement in
Hungary.

A correspondent of the 7imes, writing from
Pesth om tke 30th ult., in describing the present
state of ecclesiastical affairs in . Hungary, an.
nounces the fact that “ & new sect has arisenm in
the bosom of the Catholic Church which pro:
mises to go turther thau Wesleyanism, and to
cavse a great deal more troutle.” Tbhe scene of
this remarkable movement is the lower part of
the Theiss district, in the great plain between
that river and the Danube, and in the midst of
a fierce Magyar population. The followers of
this new sect (s0 it is said) call themselves
Nazaranes. “"No one,” adds the writer, “seems
to kuow where 1t comes from, when it was in-
troduced, or how it has found its way into those
outlyieg districts, almost shut out from all in-
tercourse with the rest of the world ; but it
seems (o attract the peasant class of pure Hun.
garian stock as powerfully as Methodism does
the population of Wales” Among the lower
classes, to whom we are told it is at present
confived, it is stated to be “spreading with
a rapidity which makes people uneasy.” Under
the old despotic system, the movement, of
course, went on with the utmost secrecy, but
even mow that greater freedom of action is
allowed, and ‘the new sect bas come out more
into_daylight, there seems to be little known
beyond vague surmises ai to its real character.
Some tenes are attributed to these people, the
imputation of which we should not be at all
surprised to learn om closer acquaintance with
them, partakes much more of the quality of
calumny than of truth. For example, from the
name “ Nazarenes,” whether adopted by them
or fastened on them by their adversaries, it is
argued (on what grounds we are at a loss to
perceive), that it may perbaps be taken to mean
“that they do not recognize the divine nature
of Christ;"’' the fact that they  form closely
connected societies” is made to suggest a doubt
“.whether, as some suppose, this cowmunity goes
really so far as to be am attempt at communism
although there is an unmistakeable
socialist tinge in the whole affair,” and because,
forsooth, * they dom’t acknowledge amy sacred
character in marriage ” it is insipuated to be

“ equally uncertain whetber, as seme again would

have it, thia means polygamy, or even com-
munity of wives.” (!) The animus, atany rate,
of comments such as these appears manifest on
the very face of them. On the other band, and
as a set off against these imputations (possibly,
too, affording an explanation of the spirit by
which they are dictated,) it is stated tbat these
people * admit ne priest class, but whoever feels
inspired in the congregation gets up asd speaks
and prays,” (hat “ they refuse to have their chil.
dren baptized, and will swear no oath;”’and;to
erown the whole, it is ‘“.acknowledged that *all
agree that the followers of this new sect are
quiet, orderly, sober, and industrious above theiy
neighbours.’’

On the whole, without committing ourselves
to any positive expression of opinien, whether
favourable or otherwise, respecting this “wew
sect,’’ since this is the first that we have ever

‘ ¥ | heard of it, we have ne doubt owr readers will
= discussed in ali their bearings, and' the seientific

be led te feel sufficient interest in the movement
te desire at least to receive further information
concerning it, At all eveats, certainly, one
would bardly expect to hear of a movement of
this kind, et all regions is the world, in the
most * outiying disiricts”’ of Hungary.— Lendon
Freeman. :
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For the Christian Messenger,
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
By Rev. x'Cxuuu.ns Tupper, D. D.
CHAPTER XIV.

TRAVELLING AGENOCY-
.(Ne. 1)

Much of my time had been deveted to travel.
ling as am agent for the Christian Messenger
since the early part of the year 1841 ; but my
stated labors, for a portion of the time, in Am-
herst, were continued till October 1st, 1850
At that period, bowever, my engagement with
the people there bavieg terminated by mutual
agreement, I acceded to the request of the Edi-
tors to devete the whole time te their service.

As Prince Edward lsland could mot be con-
vesiently visited in the winter, it was judged
advisable for me to go thither in the autumo,
It was not then anticipated by me that this would
be my last visit to that Island ; but such, in all
p;ot;sbility, it has proved to be, In the course
of & quarter of a century, which bad elapsed
since its shores were first trodden by me, a
pleasing acquaintance had been formed with
many pious people, of whom considerable num-
bers had during that time been called homs.
The cheering hope of meeting these dear fol-
lowers of Christ in a better world afforded wme,
as it still does, strong comsolation. With many
of the sged survivors, and numbers more re-
cenly brought to Jesus, mutually agreeable

 inlerviews were emjoyéd, while the immediate

duties of my agency were being discharged. I
preached frequently, delivered a Temperance

lecture, assisted in the administration of the

' Lord’s rupper, and heard two germons, One of
| these did not edify me, as it was Gaelic ; but it
\interested and pleased me, as it was evidently
delivered with deep feeling by a beloved and
;faithful servamt of Christ, namely, Rev. John
 Shaw,
Going and returning by the way of Pictou,
'and mindful of the Saviour’s injum;tion, “ As
' Ye go pieach,” I attended to the discharge of

 this duty at Pugwash, Tatamagouche, and River

'John. ' i

While parsing by G oose River T had cceasion
to notice a case of instinct in my beast, illustra.
tive of the remarkab le recollection evinced by
horses. I was riding on a plain road, and my
mare quietly turned, and began to go into the
woods. What induced her te do this? She
had been recently purchased by me, and had
not previously travelled that way. When I
went, about a month before, a great freshet had
carried away a bridge in that locality ; and |
therefore tock a circuitous course, forded the

river, and returned to the main road

through
the woods,

During my absence the bridge had
been repaired. This was easily communicated
to me by word ; but it would bave been impos-
sible to import the know ledge of it to my beast,
either by words or signs. When, however, she
eame to the place where she returned to the
road, her recollection of the way formerly
travelled was evidently distinct ; and vndoubt-
edly she would, if not turped by the rein, have
carried me by the same route, and that even
bad it been in a dark night. ~This extraordiuary
instinct has urquestionably been the means in
many instances of preserving human life.

A short .time before my return to Amberst
my gon-in-law ard eldest davghter, living in my
houre, were called 1o endure a severe trial b
the sudden death ofga beloved child about two
and a balf years old. While rlaying with a
twin eister she had received a bean into the
windpipe, which caused her death. Soon aft er
my return anoiher dear grandchild, a daughter
of my eldest son and bis wife, died suddenly of
disease at the age of ome year and a balf
These painful visitations, with the continued
and increasing iliness of my beloved wife, in_
volved me in trouble, and detained me for a
time. It seemed, indeed, very difficult for me
to leave bome ; but Mrs. Tupper was so entirely
given into the charge of our eldest daughter,
from whom ebe received the kindest attendanee
possible, that ske wae content to have
ceed in {be fulfilment of m

Early in Novem ber 1 proceeded  yound the
bead of the Bay of Fundy, designing to visit
the western parts of Nova Scotia. On the way,

me pro-
Y engagement.

labors were .successfully

devoted, was visited.
In the space

of thirty three years, which bad
subsequently elapsed, almost al) my former ac-
quaiutances bad either been removed by death,
or bad gone to other places.  Their absemce
qrt_)duced in my mind an extraordipary sepsa-
tion of leneliness and sadness. On arrivin
however, at the residence of my beloved brother
aod vister Crossly, who were reckoned among
the number of those that profited by my labors
iz 1816, my heart was cheered by conversing
with these exemplary Christians, who bad evi.
dently persevered ever since .in the ways of
piety. ‘

' In Cornwallis it was wy privilege to enjoy an
Interview with my vemerated father in the gos-
pel, Rev. Edward Maoning. He was at that
time (Nov. 25th,) evidantly drawing near the
close of his pilgrimage. He was much en’eebled
in body, but strong in taith, desiring to depart
and be with Christ,” but Patiently waiting for
his release. As anticipated by us, it was the
last of our pleasant and profitable meetings on
earth. He was called home on the 12th day
meuary, 1851. On receiving intelligence of
his decease, I delivered a discourse with refer-
ence to tke event, to his numerous friends in
Liverpool, from a text strictly applicable, name-
ly, Acts xi. 2¢. « For he was a good man, and
full of tke Holy Ghost and of faith : and much
People was added to the Lord.” ,

At the close of the month of November, after
two months of Iy agency—less ¢ days at
bome—1I had travelled 1030 miles, preached 84
sermons, attended 6 other meeiingp, and, besides
preparing several communications for the

* Christian Messenger” had collected £69, and
obtained 77 new subscribers.

For the Christian Messenger.

Mission work in Cape Breton.
Dear BrornER,—

Having a strong desire in my heart to wisit
the Home Mission field of Cape Breton, 1 left

| Steazner Princess of Wales to Port Hood,

home on October 31et, and took passage in the

Kempt, (Hants Co.) in which some of my early -

sand fold,

13

Brother George Davies of Charlottetown
whose praise is in all our churches, having given
bis bearty concurrence that I should spend a few
weeks in the above mentioned field, at his own
¢xpense, or the treasury of the Lord Jeésus—this
i8 as.it should be—the Lord bless him a thou.
On arriving at Cape Breton, after a
beautiful run, I proceeded immediately, in the
vight, to Whycocomah, in order to take the Lily
of the Lake, to Sydney next morning. The
facility for travelling is making great progress
even in poer rugged Cape Breton iteelf, Hav-
ing caught the boat in time, I soon found myself
at our destination, surrounded by many loving,
christian bretkren of long, long, ago, who wel-
comed me to their fellowship once more, but I
must leave them and go to the regions beyond.

BOULARDERIE.

On this Island we bad, a few years ago, a
flourishing little Baptist church, numbering about
twenty members, but alas | it bas lost its visi-
bility, there are now only five or six members to
be found, in a mournful scattered state, Ichabod,
the glory bas departed, seemed to be inscribed
on the walls of the Meeting House. The prin-
cipal cause of this decrease, was the removal ef
¢ome of its members to Canada, and others to
their eternal rest, and it does seem, indeed, as if
the candlestick was removed. 1 spent the first
Lord’s day of my mission with them, a goodly
number turned out to bear, and I felt thankful
to God for the opportumity thus aflorded me
again of preaching to the people tke salvation
oi Jesus. ;

Our kind, intelligent brother Donald McLean,
who is a leading man in the place, is very
desirous that an eflort "should be made, still in
the strength ot the Lord, to recover lost ground.
Will it be done? God grant it.

Cow Bay.

The Sabbath foliowing, preached to the
people of this place, who bad not heard a Bap-
tist minister preach for eight or nine months
together, but who were faithfully keeggpg up
their regular meetings, notwithstanding they
are widely separated from each orher— The
evening of the same day, I preached by request ‘
at the coal mines to a large congregation, in
the Presbyterian Meeting house, the audience
were deeply attentive upon the ‘occasion.” I &
spent a few days longer with the Cow Bay and
Mira Church, preacking the word of the Lord
and visiting families. I found the cause of
religion at a low ¢bb among there, but consider-
ing the long time the church has béem without
a Pastor, and the evils to which a people in
thie situation are exposed, I was astonished to
find after all s0 much of sacred fire smouldering
vnder the surface. May God kindle it to a
genial flame. ‘

Norta Sypsey, W

Some accessions were made lately to the
number of the Baptist Church in this region.
The cburch and congregation bave erected and
furpished a new Missios” House for their Pastor
and big family, which reflects great credit upon
all concerned. 1 held a few pleasant meetings
with them, in connecticn with their zealous and
energetic Pastor,

VicToriA Mixgs,

Here 1 joined the venerable Father Richard-
gon in preaching to a promiscuous congregation
of Protestants and Catholics, the season was re-
freshing. We were endeavouring in the name
of the Lord, to break up new ground. Father
Ricbardson is as vigorous and as;strong in heart
as ever, :

MARGAREER. |
Above all other localities in this fallen world
none should possess such attraction to me as this
village, i I ever experienced the renovating in—-
fluence of the Spirit of God upon my heart, it
was bere upwards of thirty years age, and ano-
ther endearing consideration, here wy beloved
aged parents reside waiting the Divine Will till
their charge shall come. Also other chrisiian
pilgrims who entered the army of Jesus with me
at that time, not overlooking the startling his-
toric fact, that there are nearly two thousand
people living within a few miles of one another
in this remarkable valley, 1 was truly glad to
find brother Joseph Kempton and his beroic

partner settled in this place, because 1 have
every reason to believe that God has sent them,
for he is smiling upon their labors of love. |
preached several times in connection with our
beloved brother, as well as aided bim in admin~
istering the ordinance of the kingdom, we had
some good meetings together, sinners were seek.
ing for the way of life. I preached also to our
friends the Methodists, at the requeat of their
mivister, brotker Needsom from the Island: It
i8 a solemn time among the people there, ma
the Lord pour out bis holy Spirit upon them all,
. ours, in the bonds of the Gospel;
Mavrcom Ross.
Obtained in aid of wission, £7 11s. 3d.
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