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The Right Way.

‘““ He then led them forth by the right way, that
they might go to a city of habitetion,"==Ps, ¢vil. 7.
Notalways a pleasant way,
For the hills are rough and steep,
And many a time we are forced to stay,
And look in the valleys deep,
But always the way s right,
Darkling although it be,
It leads still on to the land of light,
Over the glassy sea.

Not always an easy way--
There is many a weary mile,
For the marcher's feet, and the short dim day,
Ere we see the-Master smile ; -
But after the work is done,
And the day's long march is o'er,
Our feet shall stand at the set of sun,
At the open and shining door.

Not always a lighted way—
For the shadows spread around,
And the night is lenger than all the day,
And we walk amid gloom profound.
But the pillar of cloud by night,
We follow with eager feet,
Till we gain the gate ot eterral light,
And enter the golden street,

Not always a plain straight way,
For the deviating lines
Oft woo the careless to go astray
From the path where the one light shines.
But crooked altbough it be,
And bidden in folds of miet,
It ends where children the Father soe,
Aund the pralseful lips are kissed.

Matters it though the way
Thorny should be, or long,
When it brings us home at the close of day,
In time for the ev’'ning song ?
Nay, we will gladly go,
Wherever shall pleanse our Gulide,
Rightly He leads us through paths below,
Safe to the other side.
MARIANNE FARNINGMAM,

Aehgions,

For the Christian Messenger.

 Distinct Schools.”

No. 6.
Dear Brother

I come now to the consideration of the plan
proposed by the Hoo, Mr. Fiynn's Bill, It
is simply thie—=that where (here is a religious
mivority in a seotioa, a * Distinot Sohool” muy
bo establisbed for t:e beoefit of that minority.
Taat School will have to be maintaived at
the public expense, There are serious objec-
tions to this soheme,

1. It is opposed to the spirit and object
of the * Law concerning publio schocls in
Nova Scotia,’’ which is now bappily in ope.
ration io this province, and has produced an
immense amount of good. Tho desigu of the
frawers of that Law, and ot the Legislature,
was to wake ample provision for the whole
population, so that sll the chiliren of a
School section might have the opportunity of
obtainiug ruch instruction as would fit them
{or lile’s duties, and might grow up together
as members of & united family, evjoyiog equal
rights snd stimulating each other by a wholo-
some rivalry. The Bchools are free to all,
witbout exclusion or reservation, and the edu.
cation supplied in them is of the best kind,
the Teachers being oarefully scleoted, and an
impartial and healthy inspection seouring full
compliance with the re%ﬂrementa of the law,

Now, the Hoo, Mr, Fiyon's Bill will not
¢ amond” the present system, but grievously
mag it.  Wherever a ** distinet Bchool” is set
up, the spirit ot disunion will be iavoked.—
Tié vory children will be split into ‘parties,
Instead of studying together under one roof,
and then joioidg in sports and wmusements,
they will be furmed inwo discordant bands.—
The * Catbolic Behool” will be set aguiost
the * Protestant Sohoo!,” tho ** Church of
Koglaod Sohool” ageiost the ** Presbyteriun
School,” sud all the elements of rectarian
snimosity will be found miogliog in wild up-
roar. Who would wish to see such a day io
Nova Scotia ?

2. lo s ficencial point of view this ew
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' moasure will be contemplated with tho gfe;t-

est diseatislaction. Already the burden of
supporting the Sohools has becn felf; in some
distriots, to be very heavy, and numerous
cowplaints have been uttered against the cx-
ensiveness of the existing educational systom,
But every ** distinet” Behool will require a
“ distinet”” Socbool-house, and a * distinet”
Teacher. lu some secticus there may be two
or three suoh ** distinot” .Sohoo's. The rate-
[payers of the several Scotions will be oalled
on to provide these additional Sehool-houses,
and to support these additionul Teuchors,—
Will they bear it? 1 thiok not, The elec.
tors, I imugioe, will narrowly wateh the con-
duct ot their represontatives, when this Bill
is tefore the house, and will be prepared to
shape their votes, on a {uture occasion ao-
cording to tho gpecches and votes of these
Honorable members on the question,

8. The proposed arrangement is totally
unnecessary. 1t it be coosidered desirable
to instruct the childron in the tenets beld and
professed by their parents, the Schoal is by
00 means the proper place to communicate
such iostruction, for reasons already: given,
Lt will be easy in all cases to engege the ce-
operation of chrittian mionisiers, who will rea-
dily torm such plaus for the religious training
of the children of their respective congrega.
tions as will be satisfactory to those uwmong
whom they labour, But- to withdraw the
children trom tho fellowship of other childreu
and shut them up o ** distinet Schools,” where
the general cducution they rece:ve will prob-
ably be ot inferior value, will not only be un.
necessary, but will prove an ivjurious poliey.

I shall be remiuded thut the Roman. Cath.
olics enteértain very peculiar notioos oo thie
subjeot ;—that they couscieantiously object to
any Schools in which their own religious views
are not inoulcated, and certain religious prac-
tices ot theirs are not observed, accounting
such Iostitutions ** godless;"——and that there-
tore the establishmont of * distinct Schools”
becomes & neoessity, To this I reply, first,
that the facts do not warrant the statewentor
infercnce, as will appear before this discussion
is closed ; and sccondly, that it is utterly un-
reasonable to derange and subvert our eduoa-
tional operations because the{ are oot alto-
gether coogeniul with the feclings and habits
ot certain parties, Conscientious objections
are no doubt to be treated with the most re-
spevtiul regard; but it those objections are
in thie caso 80 strong as to preclude the possi-
bility ot the amalgawation of Romun Catholie
children with Protestant children, in the same
Sohool, I must repeat the remark before ot-
fered, that the remedy is not a ** distinet
School,” supported by the community, but a
separate Scool, supported by the separating
party. Lt is too muoh, to requiie the School
Section to support, not only is own proper
School, but as many * distinot Schools” as
religious minorities way demand, Nova Soo-
tinne will not subwit to it,

4. The plun will be ruinous, If the Ro-
mun Cutholics are indulged in this matter,
other denowinations may be expeoted to pre.
seat their oluims. Concessions will be oulled
for on every hand, Lt may even come to pass
that the enemies of our provinoial education
may be 8o besotted as to stir up discontent
and strifs, io the hopo that the whole sysiem
may receive a mortal blow. Aud the divisive
tactios with whioh we are throatened will deal
& “heavy blow and sore disceuragoment’ to
our educatiooal schemes, Lt will be doubtiul
whether they will survive the shook,

5. Too uonlairncss cooveoted with the
practioal working of the now method of ope-
ration must be briefly noticed, Lt is provided
by the Hon, Mr, Fiyou's Bill that in order to
the cstablishment ot a ** distinot Sochool,” a
¢ gombination of minorities” may take ac-
tion ;—that is, if there are twenty Rowan
Qatholios in Seotion 1, thirty in Section 2,
aod forty in Section 8, those three Seotions
may combine, In which Seotion shall the
School be established, and how shall it be sup-
ported? If the School House is placed io
Seotion 8, that Seotion will be called on
to pay for it, though children are sent there
from Sections 1 and 2; the uofairncss will be
the same if the Sohool House is looated in ei-
ther of the lust-mentioned Sections. Aod in
regard to the paymeut of the Tcacher the
rievanes will be of the same kind. Why
should Seotion 8 be required to pay for tone
servioes of a person which are equally enjoyed
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by children from Sections 1 and 2?7 And so
of the rest, 1t seemsimpossible to work th is
Bill on a fair principle.

6. But thisis votall. The ** eombination
of minorities” is in most cases physically
impracticable, The Sections are soarranged
a8 that no children shall be compeiled to walk
wore than two miles to their respeotive
Schools. It -three Bections are combined for
the purposes of this Bill, no such location ot
the School-House can be made aa will not reo-
dor it necessary that a large numbor of ohil.
dren shall walk double tke distance—ia some
cases, more than is now required. It is ob-
vious that this v ill operate as a prohibition,—
A groat many children will be deprived of the
benefits ot education,

7. Tho new B 1l is inconsistent with the
present law, According to that law, as has
been explained by the Council of Publie In-
struction, oo teacher can inouleate ** the pe-
culiar views whioh charaoterize the different
denominations of Christians,” But if these
v distinot Sonools” be established, that very
wholesome provision will be partialiy nullified
and the provinoce will be covered with Schools,
avowedly offering denominational instruction,
aad supported at the public expense. Then
the Roman Catholic w'll be tauxed for the
dissemination of Protestantism, and the Pro.
testant for the dissemination ot Popery, and
each denomination of Protestants for the dis-
semination of priociples held by other denom-
inadions, should they or any ot them acquire
“ distinct Sohoole,”” The discontent that will
be engendered will be productive ot deplora-
ble consequences.

8. The moasure now placed before the
country is entirely without precedent.

My observatious on this statewent must be
reserved for the next, which will most proba-
bly be the concludiog letter.

Yours traly,
J. M, Craxe,

Acadia College, Nov. 25th, 18068,

Ecclesinstical affairs in Spain.

It is very evident from the letters roceived
this week from Spain, that a great Romuo
Catholio opposition to the revolution is in ex-
istenoce, and will shortly give a sign. "Moth-
er-church is rebellious, 'it is said to have be-
guo iis work at Seville, where great agitation
now prevails, The mischiel-brewers are

strongeet in the Basque provinoes, the nest ot

Jesuitism. The clerical party bas for oentu-
ries ruled the country, either openly or covert-
ly. The revolutionary programme, declariog
treedom of worship and Ireedom of education
and especially freedom of marriage, puts it
ou: of the future natiooal court. To declare
that every marriage shall be lawful which is
contracted betore the civil authorities, is to
deprive the clergy ot one of its most potent
meaos of sr0ial influence, Over 500 ladies
of Madrid bave petitioned the Presideat of
the Couvcil ia favour of the preservation of
afll the churches aod religious institutions
whose destruction or suppression has beon de-
oreed, Toey simply ask, io tact, the mainte-
pance of the statu guo in all that conceros
religion,

The special correspondent of the Times
urgos that religious treedom must be a right
aod oot & favour., Without wabounded free-
dom ot faith ani worship, there canx» be no
other frvedom, Such is the principle wosni-
mously . put forward by the Spauish people, as
represented by all the Juatas which coostita-

opinion on the very outbreak of the revolu.
tionary movewent, Whatever Spaiu is, the
priests have made it. Lf Spain is to be sny-
thing different, the work ot the priests must
be uodone ; men must be allowed tull treedom
to undo the priests’ work, There must be not
only treodom of cooscience and freedom of
worship, but freedom of inquiry, freedom of
propagsndism, froedom of proselytism. All
oreeds must rest on s footing ol perlect
equality. o uske, whether Spaia can bear
80 much light out of so much darkness? Tbe
Juota ot Barcelona bas iotimated to the
Archbishop that, as freedom ot worship has
becn proclaimed, every. religious oceremony
out of doors must be discontinued ; every seot
aod denomination must porform its rites with-
i the buildiogs destined to its special uses,

In Mudrid and other cities ths images at the

ted themselves as the iaterpretors of publio
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stroet corners, with the oil lamps dimly burn.
ing before them night and day arefast disap-
pearing, It may ve by mere accident, but I
aave not for nearly a mooth met the Holy
Sacrament, with bell and book and candle, on
wy way along the Madrid throughlares, It
is not long since the tinkling of that ball used
to throw a whole neighbourhood into conater-
pation, when the words ¢ Pasa Dios " were
the signal for cvery man to got out of the way
those who tarried behind beiog compelled to
icterrupt all busine:s and traffio, to prostrate
themselves on the ground, and even to alight
trom their carringes, give up their seats to the
priests, and follow on loot. Thereis no doubt
that the decree providing for the suppression
ot monastio orders is nowhere suffored to re-
main a dead letter. There are 15,000 work-
men in the employment of the Madrid Ma-
uicipality at the present momont, and few ot
them have any other task than levelling the
old oests of monks and nuons with the ground,
The work of destruction ts not altogether un-
spariag and indisoriminate, but it will be so
thorough as to prevent the possibiiity of the
old edifice again rising frowm its rains,

The correspondent ot the T'imes thinks the
Pope hag mot giveo up all hopes of a com-
promise with the Revolution, A Concordat
with Spain, however revised, is still praotica-
ble, yot, devise whatever bargain you please
with the Pope, a Concordat must to some
extent ourtail religious liberty, One of the
Liberal journals hus begun the publication of
Renan's Life of Jesus in its feuilletone.~
Thers is no doubt that the liberty ot the press
will be unlimited, and General Prim has de-
clared that any agent of a Bible Society shall
be allowed to walk about the Madrid streets
with & copy of the Spanish Testament under
each arm. Protestants and Jews will bave
their chapels and synagogues here as they have
in Rome, and the Government may not deem
it necessary to keep spics and gendarmes at
the door ta see that no orthodox sheep should
stray into the heretio fold.

© - i o e

the Church,

On a receot Sunday morning Mr, Spurgeon
preached at tho Metropolitan Tabernacle on
the headship of the Church, In the course
of his sermon, he said ;—-Weo make no bones
about the matter, kings and queens are no
heads of the church to ns, We will no more
brook spiritual domination from aa Koglish
premier than from &' Romish pope; we are
equally opposed to both—all human headship
must go down. To our well beloved Queen
all honor and reverence as to one of the best
rulors in civil affairs, but in spiritual -affairs
in the Church of Christ she has no raling

England is another question, To us it makes
no matter whether it be man or woman,
whether it be prince or priest, we will have
meither ezar, emperor, queen, pope, seraph or
angel, to reiga in the Church of Jesus Uhrist,
The church hath oo lawful governor or su-
preme Lord but Jesus Christ himself. Our
Lord, as it scems to me, puts.this so plainly
in the word. that [ marvel men who believe in
the Bible should think the State conld be at
the head of the Church, Tue State-church
party have placed a Bible with a orown and
a soeptre upon their bills! It is suggestive
{that the Bible is closed, for if Koglishmea
were once to read it, it would be fatal to the
cause whioh now claims it, since one of the
truths they would read would be this, ** My
kiogdom 18 not of this world;"” and they
would hear Corist say, ** Render unto Csesar
the things which are Ceesar’s” —that is, yield
all civil obedieace to the civil authority, *but
unto God the things that are God's.,” Loavo
the Lord to rale 1o the kingdom ot mind and
spirit,, an 1 let Coosar keep his kingdom ot
| oivil goveroment ; let the State do its work
aod never intorfere with the Church, aod let
the Church do her work and nuever
interfere with, or be iaterfered with, by the
State, The two kingdoms <ro separate
and distinot. *Broad lines of domarcation
are always drawn, throughout the whole
of the New Testameot, between the
spiritasl and the temporal power, and the
| misohief is when men oannot svo this. Obrist
is the head of the Church, not any one who
'represcots the State, DBrethren, just think
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Mr. Spurgeon on the Headship of

power ; what she may have in the Church of
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