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Codex Sinaiticus.

It was not until Jan,, 1859, that he found
bimsell for the third time within the walls of
8t, Catherine’s on Mount Sinai, being warmly
welcomed by the Superior, Dionysius, with he
words, * God wishes you to discover new columns
to support Divine truth’ During his stay every
facility was afforded for the examination of the
literature of the monastery ; nevertheless, the
visit seemed likely to be as unsuccesstul as the
last, a8 regards its immediate object (although
several valvable books were found), when a
chance circumstance placed the long-looked for
manuscript in bis hands. Preparations for de-
parture were being made when the steward of
the monastry, into whose little cell be happened
to enter, informed bim he also had *a Septuagint,
taking down a bundle of dusty parchments
which he placed in his visitor’s bands, who in a

few moments was convinced that the very leaves |

seen i1n the basket in 1844, but sougbt in vain
on the last occasion, were there, as well as a
great portion of the Bible, On clyser examina-
tiou be found the principal part of the Old
Testament, the New Testament complete, with
the * Epistle of Barnabae and the * Shepherd
of Hermas! On this occasion the guest was
careful not to be overmuch pleased, simply ask.
ing to be allowed (o take the volume to his cell
for exawination, His own wirds, however,
best votivey the delight really felt ;— Full of
joy, 1 asked as if in & carelees way for permis-|
gion to take the manuscript into my sleeping
chamber to look over it more at leisure, There
by wyeelf, | could give way to the transports
of joy which I felt. I knew that I held in my
band the wost precious Biblical tressure in
exis'ence—a document whose age and iwports
ance exceeded that of all the manuscripts which
] bad ever examined during twenty years' stud;
on the subject, I cannot now, I confess, recall
all the emotions which I felt in that exciting
moment with such a diamond in my possession,
Though my lamp wae dim, and the uight cold,
1 sat down at once to transcribe the * Epistie of
Barnabas.' As the monks did not appear
willing to part with the treasure, there seemed

no way to utilise the diecovary except by copy-|’

ing the whole. To do this accurately was no
easy tagk, as it contained 110,000 lines, togethe
with many thousand corrections in other hands
at subsequent timee, The difficully was also
greatly increased by the condition of the writing,
which io some places was so tadad as to be
almost illegible, even to one well versed in
aucient Greek manuscripts. Permission was,
bowever, given to take the book to Cairo,where
it could be copied at leisure. W hilst the work
was progressing, it was suggested to the monke,
that the gitt of such a tressure would be most
acceptable to the Ewmperor of Russia—ibe
acknowledged head of their church —who always
took so lively an interest in its members,” The
coneideration of this proposal occupied o long
time, partly owing t0 a vacancy in the office ot
Prior, without whose sanction it would be im-]
possible to make so important a gift, The couv-
clusion arrived at is well known, and in Novew-
ber of the same year Dr, Tischendoif bad the
satisfaction ot laying before the Ewperor as the
result of bis labours, a most valuable collection
ol wanuscripts of various dates; but conspice
uous among them, like
sSome bright particu'ar star.

shone one well worth all the labour and time
spent in obtainiog it.—* The Codex Sinaiticus.’
—St. Cathbert's Magezine for November, pub-
lished 0y Harrison Penney, Darlington,

Mr. Spurgeon on lli-ciad Zenlots,

Zeal is a cloak, and therefore is not intended
to supersede the otber graces, We do not put
on our great-coats and leave off all our other
clothes. We do not see the traveller climbing
tbe Alps with potbing upon bis body but bis
cloak-—that would b moet absurd ; and #0 zeal
capnot take the place of knowiedge, or faith»
or love, or holiness. It is & cloak, which is a
great thing, it is true, but it 18 nothiog more
than a cloak, and the rest of the garments must
be carefully attended to, When I have some-
times heard a zealous brother preaching, who
evident.y did not koew_anything ol his subject,
or of buman nature, | bave Deen pleased Lo sce
the cloak, but 1 wisbed that | coyld have seen
some other garments for deceucy's yake. 1l is
the case of those ill-clad zealots who bawl with
all their might, * Believe, believe, believe,”.
and thump lgo pulpit-cusbion, sd make great
dewcnostration, when they csdnot tell what is
to be believed, nor expound”the doctrioe of the
atonement—nor give anibtelligent description
of the plan of lﬁnvidn. All such zeal as is ra-
tional as it would be 9r us to go abroad bare of
every rag except a dloak, Modesty ought to
keep such unclothed men out of sizht, Go home
brethren—go home, you who bave owly your
cloaks, and get other garments, and then we
sball'be glad encugh to see you ; for zal isa cloak
but t°is very far from being everythiog,

MusicalL.—The Tonic Sol-la-iste have lately
wade their annual display at the Crysta, Palace
with sowe 4,000 voices,

At the Ketablished Cburch Congress just beld
in Dablin, a lectare on Pealwody was delivered
by Dr. Stewsri, the Upiversity Professor ol
Music. The lecturer went entirely in favor ol
coogregational singing, He declared the Cburch
of England worship to be essentially congrega-
tional, and that the musical service should be
simple enough for all 1o join. To this end Dr.
Btewart edvocated an exclusive use of Gregorian
or other single chants upon the Gregorian mod
el, and a rigid adberence to the psalm-tune of
the Reformation era. But he went turther, and
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contended for the revival of unisonous singing;' the skies,

or, in other words, for a return to the ancient

Ylain-rong of the church. In all this I believe !

Dr. Stewart to be right, There can be no true |

MESSENGER.

It tollows from all this, that, io

pruchinu the Gospel, it is at once our duty
and our privilese to invite all men to believe in

congregational singing till the reforms he prn-?‘b“ Gospel. It follows too, that if those who

poses are made. But the difficulty is in
them —Cor. N ¥, Musical Gazette,

Correspondence, |

For the Christian Messenger.

Prince Edward Island Auoclntlon!

and the * Articles” again,
PART III.

§11. BROTHER '8 QUESTIONS,

A brother asks me, through you. several ques-
tions suggested to his mind by this discussion on
the ** Articles.’ You have torwarded his letter
to me, asking me to reply 10 his questions. |
now proceed, o8 I am able, to comply with
your request,

Q 1. *“ For whbat purpose were our Articles
first drawa up, and printed ?”

A. 1presume that the brother,'fs ' a matter
of information, can answer thie question just ae
well as | can, Surely be does not need to be
told, that they should seem to have been pre-
pared, in the first ins'ance, by New Hampshire
bretbren, to furnish inquirers with a convenisnt
compendium of our views and practice as Bap-
tiste, Toey are used throughout Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick ae, in sowe sort, a doctrinal
standard, arovnd which our associated churches
gotber. And sometimes, though perhaps, not
unilormly, they are submitted for acceptance,
as | bave had occasion to witness, st the forma.
tion-of churchee, and at the admission of mem
bers.

If however, the brother means to put his
question arpumentatively, his aim is not wani-
test, aad | do not know how to answer him |
can scarcely think, that be means to suggest, that
bocause seme Baptists bave used the » Articles”
to some extent, as a testof fellowship, that there.
fore all Baptists are bound to do the same —
These * Articles” are:human, and not divine;
and therefore we are all at liberty to adopt thew
as expressive of our religious sentimen's, or not
to adop: them ;to accept them, or reject them,
as we see fit. Certainly no Buptist had need to
be instructed in a poiat like this. :

Q 2. * Are not they [the * Articles,”] per.
fectly Scriptoral? If not, what would be [J
D.] bave us do with them ¥ If they wre, what
wou(d be bave us do with them ¥

A. * DPerfecily Scriptursl,” to epéak-etrictly,
they cannot be ; as they are intended to express
divine truths in buman forms of speech, |
think, bowever, that, in their representations of
those truths, they are in general, substantially
Scriptural, If the case sbhould seem to us to Le
otherwise, ot course there would be nothing left
lor us Lut to reject them ; or, if we desired to
ure them in any way, to correct them, so as to
fit them for use  As i is, | would bave any
person, cr church, or collection of churches, use
them just us may seem best to them. But ae
our Island Association does not see good to use
them a8 the exponent of their religious views, |
would not bave the Awociation use them for
any ruch purpose :=or 10 permit any person or
persons 10 compel thew 80 to use thew,

Q 8. * What does be [J. D] mean by
Moderate Calvinism? ls there asny middle
ground between Calvinism and Armioianism ?”

A. lDoubtless there is & niddle ground, and
a preity extensive one too, between what is
kouwn as & High Calvinism, on the one baud,
aud o Low Arminianism, on the other ; which
ground is occupied by what I bave termed
moderate Calvinism. Thus much geoerally.
But to be more particalar The brother bas
heard, perbaps; of what, towards the clese of
the last century, cam» to be known as the
“ Modern Question.””  That question simply is,
' Whether or not it be the duty of all who hear
\be Gowpel to exercise saving faith ¥’ The
High Calvinist bere says, No! It is the duty of
poue but the elect to exercise such faith. lo
saying which be makes saviog faith to consist
rather in a persuasion of & man’s own election
than ie & reliance upon the work of Christ on
bebalt of lost sinners, The Moderate Calvinist,
on the other hamd, here says, Yes! And Le
91y 80, because be believes, as Jobn the Baptist
teaches, that Jesus Christ is * the Lamb of God
who taketh away the sin of the world.” It'is in
this character that be is ofiered as the founda-
tion of hope to all sinners as such, and not
merely to elect sinners, So that, while the per-
sonal and etersal election of all who believe is
clearly taughbt in the Word of God, yet it is not
by faith in that election that men are saved, but
by faith in what Christ bas wrought for oimuu1

on earth, and what he is now doiog for them in

waking | bear the Gospel do not believe in it, they * die
(in their sins”

And this;, not because ol their
want of laith in their own election, nor even
because they are rot elected ; but because of
their want, of faith in the testimony of God
concerning bis Son : according to Christ's own
word, * He that believeth not iv condemned
already, because he bath not believed in the
name of the only-begotten Son of God,” John
iii. 18. On the other hand, we are |l;eady
taught, tbat if any, on hearing the Gospel, are
led to belivve in it, their thus believing does not

God's vhoice of them from * before the founda.
tion of the world.” For thus it is that we find
the whole matter traced out ;—* We are bound
to give thanks always to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath trom the
beginning chosen you to ~ salvation, through
sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the
truth: whereunto ha called you by our Gospel,
to the obtaining of the gl/iy of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 2 Thes i, V8, 14, 8o that, on the
whole, if any believe/not, and are not saved,
they are the author/of ‘their own sin, and their
own ruin ; a8 Chr/: teaches, * Yo will not come
to wme, tha>ae Zight have life” John v, 40,
And azain, those who do believe, and are saved,
can take no credit to themselves on thisaccount,
becanse, from firet to last, their faith and salva.
tion are of God, and wot of themselves; as it is
written, * By grace are ye saved, through faith ;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gist of
God : not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God bath before
ordained that we should walk in them."” Eph.
ii. 8= 10, And thue all the glory of » man's
salvation belomgs to God, and not to man;

while all the blame of a man's perdition belongs |

to man, and not to his Maker, Such are some
of the teachings of moderate Calvinism, An
drew Fualler, and, wore letely, Howard Hinton,
with some variatio . in terws, and in the pliloso-
phy of revealed truth, it I way so speak, are the
leading expounders of these views in our day,
Tbe forwer, indeed, by bis privileges works on
the subjoct of taith, beginning with his * Goe-
gel worihy of all Acceptation,” firet published
about the year 1790, broke up the reign of High
Calvinism, as taught by Gill, Brine, and others,
and iotroduced that wore Scripiural interpreta-
tion of the Word of God on the points abeve
indicated, which now generally obtains among
those who call themselves Calvinists, Here too
are hints of the syetem of doctrinal truth as
generally maintained and preached among P, E,
Island Baptiste, And on this ground it is, with-
out professing an entire agreement with Jobn
Calvin, cr any other uninspired man, we have
chosen to deecribe ourselves as * so-called Cal-
vinistic Baptists.”

Q. 4. The brother writes farther, ** We are
all thrown aback by brother Davis's letter in
the Messenger ; and the cry everywhere ie,
* Where are we ? and What are we to do ¥' *

A. Well, I am really sorry that the brethren
should bave been thrown on their beam ends in
this way., It inust bave been no mere pufl, no
slight * wind of doctrine” that has fallen ujfon
them; but some frightful tempest of error.
Nevertheless I canuot very much eympathize
with them. llave tbey not been sleeping,
pillowed by their * Articles ?” and Las not their
fright arisen out of some poor sttempt to rob
them of those * Articles,” and perswade them
to repose rather upon eternal Bitle verities

than rpon any mere human representation of
those verities ? Aad so, rudely disturbed in
their slumbere, they cry out, half awake as they
are, " Where are we 1—and What shall we do 1"

To which questions | would answer, as soon
ar the bretbren are quite themselves again, that
they are, and that we oll are, just where we
wero when the cavon ol Bceripture was com.
pleted, and before the world began to be cum-
bered by the creed-builders, Athanasian, Niene,
or otherwise. That is where we are. Aud can
we be better ofl than we are here ? since, after
all our labour in the construstion of ereeds, our
appeal, if indeed we are the thorough going
Baptiete that we claim to be, must_at last be
what Paul's was, when he asked, » wim saith
the Scripture ¥"'—our resort must be * to the
law, and to the testimony : if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no
light in thew.”

And then as to the question, “ What are we
to do ?” it bas already boen answered in effvct ;
and I can only say farther to the dear brethren,—
Eschew groundless alarms. Shake off your

disturbed slumbers, Betake yourselves, for all

arise- out of their choice of God, but out ot -
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(that relates to yoar grcae spiritual interests, to
¢ the Bible, and the Bible Aroxk !”

yourselves of &1l the aids within your reach

Avail

towards a clear understanding of the Bible.
Yet ask light from - heaven wore than irom
esrth, Study with the prayer of the Pealmist
evermore upon your mind and your heart,
“ Opson thon mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.'"  And what-
ever other use you Thay benceforth make of
your ** Articles,” yeot asguides, authoritiey, tests,
throw them away, and never go to sleep upon
them again,

I have done, dear brother, 1 did expeet,
when I transmitted my lottér of July 27, that
there would be somn little flurry among our
Baptist conservatives, but scarcely ealeulated
upon the movement that has ‘wrisen on the
occasion, I suppose, howaver, that 1 ought not
to regret this, as it has only given we the more
ample opportnnity for explaining and detending
my position, and tha po icion taken by (he
Isloand Ascociation. But having so done, | now
leave the whole business in the hands of God,
and my brethren, If any matter, both new and
important, should appear in your eolumng in
relation thereto, | may find it necessary to
trouble you aghinj though scarcely to the
length at which I have now intruded upon you,
It otherwise, | here close my lucubrations on
creeds, articles, &c, with.a prayer] that, in.
cidental only, as they confessedly are, to olher
and weightier matters, they muy not be without
their use. Aud that use will not be nnim-
portant, after ail, if we all of us are led to hold
onr Bibles in higher esteem than ever, and to
wake the Holy Volume the one centre ot union,
and the only (est of ecclesiastical fellowship,
Your tellow-labourer,

- . Davis,
Charlotietown, P. E, 1., Nov, 4, 1868,

For the Christian Messengor.

Mgr. Ep1TOog,~—

Among the many objects of interest which,
during the-late exhibition, have been -exposed to
the criticism of the public, none, perhaps, have
attracted more attention than the productions of.
the young artist, Alfred Tennyson Barrett, of
Wolfville. The press of Halifax is loud -in his
praise, and- yet it is probable it has not said too
much, Let me give a few extracts :—

“The youthful painter—referring to younr Bar-
rett—is but 18,—a mere child,—but gives evidence

of genius which we have rarely seen equalled,”—
Acadian Recorder,

“We would be doing the country injustice, did
we not mention here the boy artist, who evinces
enius of the highest order, in the pictures which
rw has hung up in a corner of the inner court,
* % % His Marrua Wasminaron is above all
praise in oue so young; and the attitude of the
man and his dogs, in the game keeper, gives
promise of another Landseer.''—Halifax Citzen,

# * » “There aure several portraits and
sketches by Alfred Tennwon Barrett, of King's
¢

County, aged 13 years. do not pretend to be
connoisseurs, but if we accept the unanimous
opinion of & bevy of fuir ladies who have ex-
amined the works, Alfred possesses talent of a
high order.” —AMorning Chronicle,

* ¢ ® “lis dogs wre fuithfully delineated
and with much spirit. Almost all his oter Pic-

tures ging-¢vidence of the buy’s instructive appre-
clat the constituents of the painter’s art, and
;«;r of his years® they are wonderful.”—

P tes¥mony of the journals from which the
above are takenis uniform. Itis & very gratifying
thing to know that men, whose judgments are so
valuable, and whose pens so largely control pub.
lic opinion, do not hesitate to take a boy by the
hand, and give him a word of encouragement,—a
boy for whom nature has evidently done much.
They are appreciators of genius, and hence en-
courage it,

But the censorship of the press is not always

judiciously exercised. Occasionally there is
spoken the unkind word which wounds the heart.
There are twpo classes of censors who do this
work. The elegant, experienced writer performs
it with a vigorous arm and a clean blade; the
clumsy rapid scribbler but mangles the object of
his envy.
This thought struck us on reading a notice by
the Presbyterian Witness of young Barrett's paint-
ings. We think the language most peculiar,
apart from its coarseness; and if some of the
words employed were defined, we think the writer
would have at least modifiad his statements,
What sensitive person can read the following
without some feeling of disgust and pity 1

There is a series of ol daubs by & boy which
should not have been exhibited.

* % & “The boy is young and deserving of
credit, (a saving clause) but it is wrong $) exhibit
such carfcatures and absurdities.”

Granting the ipsi dixit of the Witness is to be
regarded as infallible, it follows that some of the
best connoisseurs of our land have been lavishing
praise on ‘‘daubs’’ “ caricatnres and absurdities.”
This is certainly not very complimentary to the
taste of our country. We would urge upon those
who are prone to judge hasty judgment the ne-

cessity of cultivating prudence, discretion, &c.—




