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The only reference to Satan, the chiet of 
the 1allen angely, is contained in the history 
of Job. What extentjot knowledge the pa- 
triarchs had respecting the ‘rebel spirits, we 
are not in a position to decide, 

Nor can we state, positively, what the 
thought, and how they fe't, regarding the fall 
of man, snd his depravity, As'T said before 
the time was not yet come for nice distinetions, 
But the facts were fully before them, Wick- 

Principles, (continued. ) ; 

My Dear Sir,— 

The records of the Patriarchal Dispensa- 
tion are s0 scanty, consisting almost entirely 

of plain end briet parratives of events, tha 

it is scuicely possible to gather {rom them 

such statements of the opiniong held by the 
servants of God as would serve to place before 
us the theology of the period, If that diffi- 

culty was felt when treating of “the thoughts 

concerning God entertzined by these holy men 
it will he much more felt on other: subjects. 

The information to be derived will be mostly 

in the ferm of inference, 
Ot angelic beings, lor instance, we have no 

means of deciding what amount of knowledge 
was at that time poesesied,. The matter of 

fact is clear enough ; the belief is hardly dis- 
cernible, That the patriarchs were frequent- 

ly visited by angels is evident; aud there is 
“no intimation ct surprise on those oceasions; 

they were accustomed to such visits. It was 
Gud’s method of communication while ds yet 
there was uo written word, Probably, too, 
it was by the intervention of an angel that 
the divine will was announced when ** God 
spake” to his servants, Atsuch times the bu. 
man form was assumed, as we learn from the 
narrativ: of Abrabam’s reception of ** three 
men’’ when that memorable interview took 
place which is recorded in the eighteenth 
chapter of Genesis, and from the account of 
Lot's deliverance from Sodom :—** the angels 
hastened Lot and while he lingered, 
the men laid hold upon bis hand.” Referring 
to those circumstances, the writer of the Kpis- 
tle to the Hebrews says, ** Be not forgettul 

to entertain strangers, for ‘thereby some have 
entertained avgels unawares” (Chap, xiii. 2.) 
But the facts only are made known. Not a 
word is uttered respecting the naure, powers 
and qualities of the heavenly visitants, 

Ii 18 maintained by some that the expres- 
sion, * Angel of the Lord,” or, #s they choose 
to gender it, ** Angél Jehovah,” employed iu 
Gen. xvi, 7-13, xxii, 11-15., iodicatcs the 

Sun of God, avd is intended to ipnsiruct us 
that the providential administration of the 

-affsirs of the charch, in all the stages of its 
development, was ¢_wuwitted to him from the 

first, The description given of ** Wisdom,” 
in the eighth chapter of the Proverbs, aud 
especially the words, ¢¢ My delights were with 
the goes of men,” have been adduced us il- 
lustrating and confirming this representation. 
It is particularly noticed that ¢* the Angel of 
th + Lord” spoke as God—* I will multiply 
thy sced exceedingly” —* By myself have I 
sworn, saith the Lord” (Gen, xvi. 10, xxii, 
16): and that Jacob, when dyiog, said, 
““ God, before whom my fatkers Abraham and 
Isaue did walk, the God which fed we all my 
lile long unto this day, the angel which re- 
deemed we from all evil, bless the lads” 

(Gen. xlviii, 15, 16). Other passages have] 
been cited, such as the appointment of an 

to conduct the Israelitish host 
through the wilderness, of whom Jehovah said 

tor my name is in 
him’; and the appearance of the ** Angel of 
the Lord” to Manoah and his ‘wife. (Judges 
xiii, 2-23). Bowe have gone so far as to refer 
to Nebuchuduezzar's decluration that he saw a 
fourth person walking in the fire with the 
three Hebrew brethren, and that ** the form 
of the fourth was like the Son of God” (Dan, 
iil, 25)—as if that heathen monarch, or in- 
deed any one else in those days, could know 
any thing about *¢ the Zon of God"! 

Whether our Saviour anticipated, so to, 
speak, his incarnation, by assun:ing the buman 

form, and interposing, on rome extraordiuary 

occasions, for the guidance, protection, or 
comlort of his people, as ** the Angel of the 
covenant,” I do not Icel competent to” dérer- 
wine, The evidence is not sufficicutly clear, 
It is an interesting speculation, and may bea 
truth. But it seems to me that more satis- 

eduess of -all rorts abounded. from proud de- 
fiance of God to the despicable medunesses by 
which men circumvent aad défraud one ano- 
ther. lt was not difficult to trace the unhol 
streams to the impure source, The godly of 
those times could pot define and disuoguish 
8 men do now ; but they could declare their 
bhorrence olf evil! they could acknowledge 

their own imperfections and un. orthiness ; 
and they could express their conviction of the 
desperate nature of the moral malady, and 
the utter unatiainablencgs ol a sinless state, 
They confessed, as Dr. Watt says, that *“the 
leprosy lies deep within,” Here are Job's 
words : —+ How should man be just with God? 
It he will contend with him) he cannot an- 
swer him one of a thousand.” —<It 1 justiiy 
mysell, mine own mouth shall condemn we ; 11 
Ll suy Lam perfeer it shull also prove me per- 
verse,” —¢¢ If 1 wash mysell with snow wa- 
ter, and make my hands ever so clean; yet 
shalt thou plunge we into the ditch, and mine 
own clothes shall abhor me,”’—*¢ Behold, 1 
am vile’; whatshall I answer thee? 1 will 
lay my hand upon wy mouth,”—¢ 1 abhor 
mysell and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 
ix. 2,% 20, 80 ; x1. 4; xlii. 6. He was not 
alonein these utterances, Mliphas the Teman- 
ite used similar language :—'* What is man, 
that he should be clean ? and he that is born 
of a woman that he 8huuld be righteous 7— 
Behold he putteth no trust in his saints ; yea, 
the heavens are not clean in his sight, How 
wuch more abominable and flithy is mun, 
which drinketh - iniquity like water? Job 
xv, 14-16, 

There can be no doubt that the weh ol 
God in the patriarchal days walked humbly 
with him, and that their humility was based 
on their consciousness of indwelling sin— 
Witness the sell-ubasing spirit maniicsted by 
Abraham while be pleaded for Sodom ; aud 
the words of Jacob when he sought dclive- 
ance trom sau :—* 1 am vot worthy of the 
least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which thou bast shewed unto thy servant.” 
(Gen, xxxii. 10). And it is equally clear 
that they regarded all men us under solemn 
responsibility to the Almighty Governor and 
Judge. Joseph spoke from the depths of a 
holy conscientiousnces when he repeiled temp- 
tation by exclmmiog, ** How can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God,”— 
(Gen, xxxix. Y.) 

It such were their thoughts about sin, what 
hope had they of salvation? Here, it must 
be conlessed, there is great obseurity,. lt 
could not he otherwise. - There were gracious 
prowises, which we flutler ourselves that we 
understand, arid we are too apt to conclude that 
they were as well understood by those to whom 
they were first given. Lt should not be for- 
gotten, buwever, that we, who live “after” the 
iulfilment of the promises, are in very dil- 
ferent circumstances from those of the men 
lof the olden.time. We believe that the an- 
"nouncement made io Kden has been accom- 
plistied in the incarnation of the Redeemer, 
who wus ** manifested” that ** he might de. 
stroy the works of the devil”; but it is bot 
to bé imagined that our first parents und their 
immediate descendants d scerned the meaning 
of the original promise as clearly as oursel- 
ves, We may feel assured that Abel * of. 
fercd unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Jain,” bevuuse he knew (hat the bloody sac 

rifice typ.fied the great aioncment, Wod was 
therelore enjoined ; but no cue can prove that 
such were his views, or define the limits of his 
religious knowledge, We perceive the mean- 
ing of the promise made to Abraham, that in 
him should all families of the earth be bles- 
sed” jit has been receiving for ages what 
Lord Bucou calls + a spriuging and germinant 
accomplishment ;""—butit is very questionable 

it. Some suppose that dying Jacob's exclam- 
atfon—‘*1 have waited for thy salvation, 

O Lord”-—was an unwistakeable pspiration 
after the great epiritual deliverance, which be 

factory proof is required, dimly saw in the distance, and which he baa 

how fur the patriarch himself penetrated ino 
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hoped might have been accomplished in his 
own life-time : yet it is by no means certain 
that he had any such thoughts, 

There is, indeed, one passage which, in the 
judgment ot some, throws more light on the 

y | subject. * I refer to our Lord's words, ad- 
dressed to the Jews—John viii. 56.—¢ Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day,” ra- 
ther, “that he should see my day” ** and he 
saw it and was glad” ; with which way be con- 
joined the Apostle Paul's statement— Gal, iii. 
16. *“ Now to Abraham and his seed ware the 
promises made, He saith not, ard to seeds, 

y (as of many; but as of of one, and to thy 
seed which is Christ.” Granting that Abra. 
ham so understood it, and that, expecting the |. 
future Delivercr to spring from himself, he 
greatly rejoiced in the prospect, however re- 
mote and indefinite—who can tell how 
much of the truth was revealed to him, or 
bow clearly he saw it? And this question 
may the morg reasovably be asked, because 
we know that many ages alter Abrahaw’s time 
the prophets ‘inquired and searched. dili- 
gently searching what or whet mauuer 
of time the Spirit of Carist which was in thew 
did sigaity, when it testified befoiehaud the 
sufferings ot Christ, and the glory that should 
follow.” (1 Peter i, 10, 11) 

But‘it is ‘said, that ** he saw it and was 
glad.” Doubtless he did. When aud how ? 
0 Paradise, wheie he has been living, with 
God and angels, and with other saints; ever 
since his death on earth, The history of the 
Church is unrolled before those blesscd spir- 
tis who * through faith and patience joherit 
the promises.” When the Son of God left 
heaven on his errand of love, the tidiogs were 
conveyed to every part of Paradise, gladden. 
ing the hearts of its inhabitants. Ii was the 
day of Christ. Abraham * saw it, and was 
glad,” © The song of the heavenly host at the 
Reedeemer’s birth was heard in the third 
heavens, and awakened incffable sympathy 
and joy. 

‘ Blessed are your eyes, for they see ; and 
your ears for they hear. For verily 1 say 
unto you, That many prophets and righteous 
wen have desired to see thosb things wich 
ye sée, and have not seen them ; and to hear 
those things which ye heir, and have not 
neard thew,” Matt, xiii, 16, 17. 

Yours truly, 
J. M. Crane, 

Acadia College, March 10, 1868, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Baptist Principles and Practices, 

Dear BROTHER, — 

The following quotation; may be of some 
service just now, lt is from a volume’ enti- 
tled ** Madison Avenue Lieetures,” and from 
the discourse delivered by Rev, I. G. Robin. 
son, D. D. Dr. Robinson is Prolessor of 
Theology in the Rochester University, and is 
oue of (he most powerful thinkers ol the day. 
The subject of his diecourse is * The relation 
of the church and the bible” Our quotation 
is trom page 418, 

“ Ln contrast with the sects just eamed, 
the Baptists have always persisted in a waio- 
tenance of the true use of creeds, and of the 
true relation of church prerogative toscripture 
authority, They have no one authoritative 
creed to whosa wording all must bow, no eec- 
clesiastical judicatories, mo canons, no direct. 

ory, no book of_diseipline, and et not a seot 
in Christendom is more completsly ons in its 
faith, wore uniform in its ecclesiastionMysages, 
or more prompt and rigid and efficient in its 
digeiplive. Presbyterians way hesitate and 
waver awid the divergencies of ‘old school 
and pew school,’ aud before the perplexities 
of the question of * infant membership ;” 
Methodists muy pause and wrangle over the 
question of *“lay representation ;”’ and Kpis- 
copalians may falter and stammer over their 
“ baptismal regeneration.” But Baptists in 
their convocations, have ng questions of polity 
or faith which they fear to contront and frankly 
to dispose of. Their churches, brooking no 
assumption of authority by Association, or 
conveution, hold themselves amenable 10 Uhrist 
alone, . Their minisiers ackoowledging the 
right ol wo association, or convention, or any 
other ecclesiastigal body to introduce them 
into the christian ministry, or to eject them 
from .it, recognize themselves as responsible 
to the churches alone of which they are 
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members, and each chursh, maintaining 
its independency, and aided by such counscl 
as, “in courtesy to other churches it way 
choose to ask from them, judges of the 
worthiness of its own members and winis- 
ters. By all tr.e Baptists the voice of 
the church universal is attentively beeded, 
but in every discussion, whether of doctrine 
or of practice, their final uppeal is to the 
bible, and to the bible alone.” 

ENQUIRER. 

Burial before death! 

~ Those who believe that sprinkling. is a 
scriptural way of baptism, are not a littla 
embarassed by those passazes in which baptism 
is compared to a burial. There is vo deny- 
ing or evading the tact, that the Apestle 1’aul 
in Romans VI. and Colossiavs 11., does teach 
that our baptism isa symbolical burial, But 
our Pedobaptist brethren, even it they coal 
succeed to their-own perfect satistaction i 
explaining how the Apostle came to use so 
strange a figure of speech, as that of calling 
the sprinkling ot a tew drops of water upon 
a person a burying in baptism, would still 
bave accomplished only halt the task. They 
would still have to justity themselves against 

the charge ol premature burial. It ! 
*“ old man,” according to Rowans vi: 6, that 
is first orucified with C'irist, and then buried 
with him, Until this old wan, this. body of 
sin, is actually dead, it is not for buri- 
al, 

Now, evangelical Pedobaptists do not hold 
that the old and depraved uature has died in 
the young children whom they sprinkle. So 
that even if it were possible to express by. 
sprin ling che true sense of the word baptize 
—~which it is not; and even it sprinkling had 
any rcsemblaneé to barial—which it has not, 
they would still be unable to justify theoa- 
selves in giviag burial to those whe are con- 
fessedly mot yet dead. 

Sometimes we are told, that when those 
who are baptized in infancy are- alterwards 
converted, and so come t0 have both the in- 
ward reality and the outward sign, 4t is of no 
consequence which they bad first. Bat this 
illustration may help to convince those who 
use this plea, that the order of these two re- 
quirements is as imperative as the require- 
wents themselves, . Death and burial are ap- 
pointed for all men; but it is not immaterial 
which comes first, Ile zeneration and baptism 
are both divine requirements; but it” is not 
immaterial which comes first. We do not 
bury the living, in the pious hope that they 
will die afterwards; we ought not to baptize 
the unregenerate. in the pious hope that they 
will be Christians some time or other. 

There is a time to die, and a time to be 
buried ; and the time cannot be rightiully 
or safely interchanged. There. is a time of 
regencration, and a time for baptism; and the 
times cannot be rightinlly or sately interchan- 
ged. The living know that they must die 
and be buried ; but they have a right to ia- 
sist that the burial shall pot antedate the 

dging. And since the little ones cannot 
speak for themselves, we speak for them, and 
insist upon their right to die before (hey are 
buried—to be converted before they are bap- 

tized, — Exchange. 
«ee — 

For the Trouble-makers. 

The forest of Lebanon once held a coansul- 
tation to choose a King; upon the death of the 
king, the Yew-tree. They agreéd to offer 
the crown to the Cedar; aod if the Cedar 
should refuse, to invite the Vise and Olive to 
office. They all refused the honors for the 
following reasons : the Cedar refused, ** be- 
cause,” said he, ** I am sufficiently high as 1 
am.”  ** 1 would rather;” said the Vine, 
+ yield wine to cheer others, than receive for 
myself.” And io (he same manaer, the Olive 

preferred giving its oil to honor others rather 
than receive any honors to itself. 

All these having refused the honors offered 
them, they next agreed to call the Thorn to 
the government ; und it he should decline, to 
choose the Bramble, Thé" White Thorn in 
its beautiful dress, received the honor, speak- 
ing thus to itself: ** 1 have nothiog to lose 
but the white coat, ard some red berries ; and 
I have prickles enough to hurt the whole for- 
ost.” But the Bramble instigated a rebellion 
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