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~advance the interests of Christ’s kingdom,—

a8 the scene ot the crucifixion,

called the place of a skul!,

~Calvary.

90

THE CHKISTIAN MESSENGER..

—

against the White Thorn, snd kindled the fire evidently the wish of the four writers of the

of pride in the forest, so that all the trees!gospels to indicate with precision the exaot

_were set on flame.

Two or three vain and proud men in a
peaceful congregation have, by contending
for the preference, disturbed the peace, and
obstrueted the prosperity of mamy a cturch,
while there was no more virtue in them than
there is of value in the white thorn or prick-
ly bramble.— Sermong by Christmas Evans.

For the Christian Mcnehger.

Organization of a Baptist Church
at Mill Village.

The brethren and sisters residing at Mill
village and wiciuity, afier mature considera-
tion concluded (hat their organization into a
separate church would epable them better to

On advising with the church at Port Medway,
of which they were a branch, their conclusion
met with the approval of the church, and,
on application they were cheerfully and pray-
erfully dismissed for this purpose, Pursuant
to appointment the meeting was . eld on the
7th of March, 1868. The lollowing is the
order of tbe proceedings: 1. Singing. 2.
Readiog of Seriptures. 3. Prayer, 4. Read.
ing of the Articles of Faith and Practice.—
O Jomng in the Covenant. 6. The Right
hand ot fellowship and Charge. 7. Prayer.
The church commenced with a membership cf
62 persons. They then precceded to add to
the staff of Deaccos by duly appointing acd
Ordaining brother Thomss Munro.
Rev. J. F. Tooker, Chairman.
E. P. Curisrornxz, Clerk,

For the Chns:ian Messenger.

A common Mistake.

A few months ago I saw in the columns ot
the St. John Clristian Visitor am article
entitled, ¢ Gerizim, Ebal and Celvary,” and
begicning with the sentence : ¢ These three
mountains were strikingly portrayed in ove
of our churches on Babbath morning.”
These three mountains. Calvary a moune
tain. Must we conclude that the eloquent
prescher, enthusiastic correspondent and able
editor were all alike oblivious of the fact 1hat
Calvary is not a mountain? That in Pales.
tine there never was any elevation, mouatain,
hill or hiliock called Calvary? And that
the term ‘“Mount Calvary ”’ doesnot belong to
sacred topograpby but wholly to popular
igonorance ?

Mauy readers of the Bible suppose that
the New Testament speaks of Mount Calvary
If they were
to visit Jerusalem they no doubt would eager-
ly seek for the elevation upon  which  the
Saviour was crucified. They would seek in
vain. None such exists or ever did. Oq
turping to the New Testament they would
fiod, however, that its language was in per-
tect agreement with their discovery, that
Calvary is not a mountain or mount.
Matthew -in his _account of the crucifizion
says *“ And when they were come uste a
place called Golgotha, that is to say a place
of a skull ” (Matt, xxvii. 33). Mark says
*“ Aod they briog him unto the place Gol.
gotha which is being interpreted the place of
a skull” (Mark xv. 22)) Johu says  And
he bearing bis cross, went forth into the place
Which is called
in the Hebrew Golgotha.” (John xix, 17.)
Luke says ** Aod when “they were come to
the place which is calied Calvary.” (Lake
xxiil. 33.) The last quoted writer it will be
observed, omits the Hebrew Golgotha, He
also employs the nominative “ A skull” and
not the posscssive *‘of a skull,” as the others
do. The word Calvary was borrowed b

It means a bare skull. - The word in the
origioal is Kranion ; preeiscly the same as
our Eoglish cranium or skull, ~ But 'all four
evangelists agree in calling the site of the
crucifixion not a mountain or mount, but

spot upon which the ecrucifixion took place.
It i impossible to suppose that if it had been
an elevation, they would have omitted to
‘mention a particular that would have 80
'greatly facilitated the accomplishment of their
| purpose,

. Silk Buckingham, the celebrated oriental
| traveller, was, I believe the first to point out
tkat mount Calvary existed only in imagina-
tion. Ib one of his lectures he stated that
ou visiting Jerusalem the first spot he sought
was mount Calvary. To his profound as-
tonishmens he discovered that there was no
elevation in the vicinity of Jerusalem, that
had ever borne thai pame. H= declared
that he was equally amaz.d on turning to his
Bivle to find that it nowhere spoke of Mount
Calvary but only of a placeso called, Stanle
in his Sipai and Palcstive has established
two points. There is no difficulty in identify.
ing beyond all doubt Golgothz or Calvary,
acd that'there is no propriety in applying to
it the term mount, as it is almost a flat sur-
face,

Some may be dispcsed to think that it isa
matter of no moment that the common error
of designating Calvary a mount should be
corrected. A more proper sentiment is that
we should seek perfect accuracy in relation to
all matters of scripture. Kspecially should
this be the case on the part of religious teach-
ers, I neither envy por much pity the
preacher, who, having made the most solemn
of themes ridiculous, by deliberately describ-
ing the Saviour toiling with his cross ‘‘up
steep Calvary’s rugged height,” is atterwards
quietly informed by an intelligent hearer that
no such height ever existed except in the
imagination. Let it be rem-mbered also that
errors like this formn the "chiet stock of in-
fidel carping and cavilling. Very frequently
all that is nceded to silence in confusion a
noisy and offensive spouter of . iufidelity—is
simply a correct knowledge of what the Bible
actually says on a giveo topic.  An amusing
instance of this came under my notice in con-
nection with the very matter I have been dis-
cassing. On board a steamboat one ‘day a
number of passengers were conversiog, When
oue of them stated that he bad recently re-
turned trom Palestine, and while there bad
made many discoveries which proved the Bi.
ble narratives to be iocorrect. He was in-
dulging in sneers at preachers acd their dupes
when a Baptist minister at his elbow asked
him to name one of the biblical inaccuracies
which his personal observaticn epabled him
to deteet, The iofidel at once referred to
mount Calvary, which he said he went to see
and found tobealmostaslevel asthe steamboat’s
deck. ** Aud in that,”” said the minister,
*“you had s demonstration gt your.ofe mis-
take, and the acenracy of the Bibl€] whieh
never speaks of mount Calvary as 7ou sup-
pose. Relerence to a Bible proved the min-
ister to be correct, and silenced the infide! for
that time at east,

l

M. A H

Chustion Ftlessenger.
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Brightening Prospects.

We are glad to learn that a pumber of the
churches in the province are experiencing a
state of greater religious activity. than for
some time past. Torpor and silence are
giving place to warm earuest feeling and effort.
Christians are mabifesting more readiness to
invite their friends and peighbours to the
only and all-sufficient Saviour. Formalism

is_being supereeded by greater spititual mind-
‘King James® traoslators from the Vu!gatg 18 DEIng supe Yy g P 0

eduess. The bearts of the ministers are being
cheered, by seeing that their labors are not in
vaio.. The gospel message they bring is *good
news to men ' relreshing to- souls thirsting
for the water of life,

Christians often feel that they owe 80 much-

simply a place, Not wmouat Golgotha nor’
mount CUalvary, but simply. Gulgotha or

There are two explanatiods of the name
Golgotha. The first is that the spot so called
was that where executions gemerally took
place at Jerusalem, and wae therefore strewn
with the uoburied remains of those who there
suffered the penalty of their orimes. Jewish
law and usage bowever would not have per-
witted this imagivary and disgracctul state
ot things, and if they had the horrible o.
cality would more probably bave been called
the place of bones than the place of 3 skull.
The other explanation of the name Golgotha,
is that it may have arisen from the place
‘being & mount or hill bearing a rude resem-
blance toaskull. But this is a pure assump-
tion supported by neither the language of
Beripture nor the results of repeated, and
«aroful examivations of the place. It was

to Christ, their Lord and Master, that they
could die for bim, if it were nccessary ; but
fail -to perceive that whilst this is mnot de-
manded of them now, it is required that they
sbould /ive for him ; that their time, proper-
ty, talents and indeed all that goes to make
up life must be consecrated, and not only eo,
but appropriated to his service. The fact
stated by the Apostle, “ Ye are not your
own, ye are bought with a price,” is not so
wuch a matter ot theory and comfort to the
christian, as it is a practical daily test of
discipleship and sincerity,

The vew life is made evident not“s0 much
by abstainiog from wroog acts, this may be
done by unbelievers and is often only the
resalt of good moral training or a natarally
geood disposition ; but, witk this there must

& positive chaoge, and a readiness to
hooor Christ as the source of all our joy in
this life and s our anchor of hope in the

fature. Various ways will be discovered for
doing this, and. where
-genuive all the life-will tend in that direction,
Opportunities will be sought for giving ex-
pression to desires expérienced, and altbough
words may not be readily found, yet if
“with the heart man believeth unto right-
cousnees’’ the mouth will find how the * con-
fession” is to be made, and it will be * unto
salvation.”

We know no reason why this should not
be experienced by the masses, as well as by
the two or three or ten individuals at a time,
8s il now is, of those who hear the gospel
faithfully proclaimed. Karpest believing
prayer should expect to -see the windows
of heaven openedand a bleseing bestowed
corresponding  with the . promises given,
We bope to hear of this being experienced

y|in many places. Let the challenge offered

‘“Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of Hoste, it I will not pour you out a
blessing, that ' there shall not be room to
receive it,” be accepted ; and faithful labor
will be rewarded, yielding mcre joy than
the joy of harvest. : /

EvucationaL— Friday last was a time of
great interest awongst the public Schools of
the Province. The competitions for * Mar.
dock’s History of Nova Scotia, 3 vols.” took
place in each county town. It was gn-]
fortunate, (as we_are accustomed to speak,)|
that the weather proved unfevorable, never-
theless in Halifax a largo number assembled
in Temperance Hall irom the various schools
of the county, and continued through the day
from 10 o’clock in the morning till after 10
at night, having two briet intermissions,
There were about two bundred competitors,
The morning was devoted to spelling, con-
ducted by Mr. Miller the. lnspector for the
county, and continoed withgreat rapidity
for about two houz The following are the
vames of the successiul oncs in spelling :

Mitses Boore, McGregor, Harris, Miincey,

Milligan, Bennet, Putnam, Beak, Wright, Mec-
Lellan, Nugent, Bates. Masters Jobn Small,
Paul Wetnore, Lewis Wright, George Suckling,
Layten McCabe, Horace Beckwith, Jobn Mec.
Kuight, Wm. Bennet, Francis Bell, Benjamin
Hill, James Stanford, Cbarles Bennett, Edwin
Miller, Jobn Rowe. |
The afternoon was occupied principally in
Mental Arithmetic and Readin-, these exsmi-
uations were made preliminary to the evening,
€0 that those who excelled were selected for a
further test to be applied before the larger
sudience.. The Provincial Superintendent
T. H. Rand, E:q.;presided, and in the even-
ing feur gentlemen : Revds, McKnight and
McArthur, and Messrs. D. H. Starr and J.
Farquhar, were chosen as judges. The Hall
was crowded with probably about a thousand
spectators whomanifested the deepest interest
in the competition till after 10 o’clock. The
readings and recitations were finely rendered,
showing a careful course of training in all
the schools from which the pupils came,
In Mental Arithmetic, the following were
the leading pupils : Master William Bennet,
of the Brunswick Strect School, answered 26
questions ; Miss Katie Mclntosh answered 6,
and Master Willian: Cruickshauk, of Mus-
quodoboit, answer 'd 6. Sowe of these were
quite difficult and complicated, The prizes
were awarded to them amidst much cheering,
In Declamation ihe prizes were awarded to
Masters Lavnigan; Hills xod Lithgow, Hing-
iug of a number of School Songs, was inter-
spersed with' the other exercises, "

The examination in Eoglish History took
place on Saturday morning in the Brunswick
Street School. Prizes were awarded to W,
Calder, of St. Luke’s School ; Francis Hugh
Bell, of St. John’s School ; and Wm. Gill, of
St. Liuké’s School, Another lad named Smith

aminers expresscd their unwillingness to pass
bim by, but there were but three prizes to be
given. On tbis being stated, ‘Master Bell
stepped forward and said be would willingly
give up bis prize to Swith; seeing that he had
alroady - received. one-on the previous day.
This generous act was immediately ackoow-
ledged by the whole company prasent, and
three hearty cheers wero givem for Master
Bell. | . ‘

These examinations are a striking illustra-
tion of the advantages of our present school
arrangements over anything we bave had in

was regarded as so nearly equal that the ex- |

mm

| pincked by want; there were young mothers
the conversion- is|

with little famished children in their arms, and
there were shirtless und shoeless costermongers,

ter. The'arch was filled by the :ime appointed,
nearly one thousand persons being prerent.

The arch bad been decorated with evergreens,
etc., for some festive occasion in the preceding
week, and this increased is appropriatencas
for the present oceasion. Grace was sung, and
each person-having come provided with a cup
or mug, these were filled with warm tea, and
bread and butter’ was freely distributed.
Warmth and food opened hearts and woaiiths ;
and while the conduct of all was of the most
decorous character, those who were entire
strangers to each other became communicative,
and conversed with each other of their toils and
disappoirtments and of their waats and woes.

When all bad eaten as much as they chose,
grace was again sung, and the president ad-
dressed a few words of sympathy and kindness
to those who were gathered together. He then
read that portion of the germon on the mount
which ~contains the injunction, % Consider the
ravens, for they peither sow nor reap, which
neither bave storebouse nor' barn, and God
feederh them,” and made brief ard suitable
comments thereon. Other addresses followed,
and a number of bymns were sung, among them
that containiug the stanza,

‘‘The birds without barn'or storehouse are fed ;
From them let us learn to look for our bread ;
His saints what is fitting shall ne’er be denied,
So long as "t1s written, * The Lord will provide.””

This hymn eeems to have attracted much at-
tention. The meeting closed at hLalf-past one

o’clock, baving occupied altogether, three hours

and a half :

Similar breakfasts have been given on Sab-
bath mornings in other parts of London. Six of
them were given in Dccember and early in Jan-
uary in the east disirict, where there ~has been
much distrees,at which there was an aggregate
attendance of five thousand. Some of the
roughest of the roughs bave attended some of
theee mee'ings but every one of them passed off
without any breach of decorumn. Each of these
meetings continued about two hours and a half,
In this way Christians have supplied food for the
bodies of those who were destitute and at the
same tiwe have proffered feod for their equally
tawished souls. The former was pladly received
acd the earnest attention given to the addresses
delivered indicated that the latter was mnot ep-
tirely disregarded.

Here is a notice of one held on this side the
Atlantic, at Philadelpbia :

SUNDAY BREAKFAST.—'The interesting mis.
sion commenced by ihe Tenth Baptist Church,
which furnisbes a warm breakfast on Sunday
morning to the lodgers in the adjacent sgation
houses, welcomed over ore bundred last Sunday,
with free‘medical advice and appropriate religi-

ousexercices. It was gocd to hear the words sung
“Pll go to Jesus.”

Our United States exchanges are much oc-
capied with the proposed impeachment of the
President. It appears the Sepate received a
check in its preparation for the trisl, by a
letter from Chiet Justice Chase informing
them that the court must make its own rules
and regulations instead of receiving them from
that body—the Senate. The labor of the
Senate therefore in making the preliminary
arrapgements for the court werc Jost, and the
trial is voi to be hurried on as they were
proposivg that it should be, “It seems to be
» settled dctermination with thc party bavip
a majority that President Johnson shall be
deposed.

+The first five charges against the President
ere concerning his appointment of General
Thomas to the office of Becretary of War,
and removal of Secretary Stanton,

Thes6th 7th and 8th chargesare allegations
of conspiracy to seize and take possession of
the property of the United States War De.
partmeant.

The 9th and 10th charges are of violation
of the law in. haviog acted with intent to
control the disbursements of the moneys ap-
propriated lor military service, and lamperiog
with the army cofficers,

The Senate was organized as a Court of
Impeachment on Thursday the 5ih inst,,
Chief Justice Chase in the chair, which was
vacated by the Vice President of the Senate,
Mr. Wade. Whilst the members of the
Scnate were being sworn in a question arose
a8 1o whether Mr. Wade—who would become
President of the United States in cage
President Johnson is deposéd—should be
sllowed to sit as one of his judges. After
a considerable time occupied in debating

the past. They will doubtiess prove a fine
stimulus to all concerned.

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFASTS are a modern
mode of doing good to the poor and neglected,
in populous cities. The following is an ac-

count of one given in an arch of one of the
Loodon Railways :

The breakfart was appointed for ten o'ciock,

ble. It was a motley group. There were old
men and women whose elothing was not sufficient
10 keep them from shivering ; there were me.
chanies who bore evidence that ihey bad enjoy-
ed robust health, but whose faces were now

and before that time the guests began te assem- !

this question the Court and Senate adjourned,
On the following day the Court reassembled
and alter completing the orgawization—Mr.
Wade taking the oath, bus stating that he did
not jutend to vote on any important question—
adjourned to the 18th, at which time the
President was summoned to appear for trial,
The court met on Friday last, and by request
of the President’s Counsel, the trial

postponed till Monday the 23rd inst, was

It appears that the President will not ap-
pear 1n person, and it is probable that the
 Objections and points of eavilling and diffi-
‘culty will tarn it into.a solemn farce ingtead

“of a tragedy as at first supposed.

whose other clothing was of the pocrest charac. °
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