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For the Christian Messenger.,
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
By Revy Cuarres Tupper, D. D.
CHAPTER XIV.

TRAVELLING AGENCY.
(No. 38)

Haviog attended a pleasant conference in
Amherst, preached there on the Sabbath, and
adwinistered the Lord’s supper to the Church
tormerly ucder my charge, on the 6:b day of
March, 1 ret out on my intended tonr in-New
Brunswick. - Having learned that a Mr. Ander-
son, ‘who lived not far from wy road, bad recent-
ly sutrained the beavy sffliction of baving a leg
broken, 1 determined to visit bim : but, being
detained so long at different : places that it_was
likely to be late before my intended journey for
the day could be accomplished, the thought
cccarred to me, that it might be omitted, as
there were several ministers living pear, who
would probably attend to this duty, On fur-
ther reflecton, however, my first resolution pre-
vailed. The efflicted min seemed very grateful

for my visit, and much consoled by it.

The vext morning (March 8th), when | was
about 5 wiles past Dorchester Village, my beast
fell and broke my right leg, My first thought
was one of gratitude for preservation so leng
trom this calamiiy, which bad of en been feared,
aud even expected by me, in my extensive tours
on horse-back, especially when the roads were,
as at this time, in a bad state, This thought
was presently succeeded by a feeling of glad-
ness that the man in similar trouble bad becn
visited by me on the preceding day. Hud this
been neglected, undoubredly I should through
life have eonsidered the present painful visita-
tion as a chastisement for my cisregard of a
sufferer. My third reflection was, that prob-
ably there might be scme wise and gracious
purpose to be accomplished with reference to
wy future course, by, means of this teying die-
peusation of Prou'.denze. These considerations
tended to reconcile nghfto my lot, and to sustain
m¢ in this time of a

After being carrie

eigh te Dorchester
Village, my old friepd Dr. William Wilson
kindly set {Le bone, without charge ; and thence
1 was conveyed in a bed on a sled to Amberst,
My children most cheerfully did all in their
power to alleviate my sufferings; and my

brother Sons of Temperance readily volunteered.

to sit up with me during the nights, But, as
my whole leg was dreadfully bruiged from the

. knee to the foor, one bone broken, the other

fractured, the aucle badly sprained, and a
chroni: diseate mow became, at times, almost
excruciating, and it was necessary for me, under
these accumulated ills, to lie on my back—oc-
casionally enabled to sit up—for 31 daye, it may
be reasopably imagined that this was indeed a
scason of tribulation. On one occasion im par-
ticular, as the preceding night bad been a very
distiessing one, the approach of the vext, with
the apprebension of avother lung night of acute
suffering, filled me with an oppressive teeling of
despondency. The cheering thought, bowever,
bappily cecurred to my mind, that it would not
be an ¢ erlasting night, suck as those who die
io impenitence will bave to endure, ard to which
I wight bave been justly comsigned, but that,
through sovereign grace, I looked forward to an
endless day, in the rsalml ol bliss, where “there
thall be no more pain,” but *“fulness of joy and
pleasures fer evermore” This consoling re-
flegtion tended to calm my perturbed spirit, and
to reconcile me to the endurance of my “light
sfilictien for a moment,” in the hope of obtain-
ing * a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory.” '

o process of time my sufferings began to
abate, and | waw enabled to sit up in bed, and
to read and write rome in the day time. | then
finished reading the New Vestament in Italian,
waking nive languages in which I bad now
perused it ; read considerably in Hebrew and
Syriac, and in various English books. | also
wrote and copied for the Christian Messenger
and the Christian Visiter a long communication
namely, * A Proposal for & Revieion of the
Authorised Version ot the Beriptures' In
this | recommended the selection of suitable
wen by the different denominations of Pro-
testants, to be by mutual sgrecment united in
this work. It may, ipdeed, be long betore this
will be accomplished, it it ever be; but theré

. is no deubt in my mind as to the desirablencss

of it. The fact that substantially a similar plan
bas been proposed by such learned Episcopa.

and encouraging.

now be in my power to travel on agency as in
time pzst, Invitations were addressed to me from
two Cburches to take a pastoral charge. One
was from Yarmouth. To this people I felt a
strong attachment; and it would have been
qnite congenial to my detires to cerve them;
but, as stated in my reply, Mrs. Tupper's en-
leebled staté of health rendered it impracticable
to remove her thither, and the distance was too
great for me to live there and make frequent
visits to Amberst,

The other call was fron, Lower Aylesford and
Upper Wilmot.  As I had taught school a year
and a half, commencing Oct, 1, 1814, in Ayles-

time, in that region first aided in holding re-
ligious meetings, had many beloved Christian
friends there, and mcreover that large field was

posed to comply with this request. After
prayerful consideration, and consultation witk
wy wife and fawily, I agreed.to visit the peeple
there, if Providence should restore me sufficient-
ly to enalle me to travel so far.

CorreCcTION —From my Diary and the
Minutes of the Eastern Association 1 perceive,
that it was the second year after my resignation
of the pastoral office in Amherst that quite a
small addition was made to the Church there
by baptism, namely that of 8 persons, of whom

2 professed to have prdfited specially by my
labors, i BB ’

For the Christian Messenger.
~Hard Times.
Mr. Editer,—

These are Lard times, and there is réaoon to
fear thai they will be barder, They bave
fastened their grips on many. They are relent-

sure, Philosophising asto their cause will not

must be borne,
there is no side way of getting round them,
Face to face they must be met.
plsin matter of fact.

and barness, men servants and maid servants
and all the attendant etcetera according to birth
position, desire or inclination.

ance,

the poor.
jl‘C".

whether any one ¢lse does or not,

put under retrenchment— Education.

result of present efforts to illegalize or repeal
existing statutes regarding education; one thing
is _certainly in the power of the sovereign
people. They can retrench their voluntary
contributions for the amnual suppert and en-

contributions have never been made,

{eave, that of giving wp religious periodicals.
Time was when re'igion flourished without
these, their cost added to other retrenchment,
especially if that iniquitous sthool law is re-
pealed, will do much towards relieving the op-
pressed.

I am aware, Mr. Editor, that some of your
readers will mot think as I write, They will be
ready to weet me with the b of hard
times in the days of Malachi, and of similar
times in the reign of Hezekiah, sbewing the
remedy proposed by the former, saying, “ Bring
ye all the tithes into the store house, that there
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lians as Drs, Alford and Trench is gratifying |

not nearly so distant as Yarmouth, I was dis-|.

less in their influence. Few escape their pres-

remedy the past mor remove their presence. The
evil, if evil it be,—they may be disciplinary,—
Hard-faced though they are,

All this is

Now what is the remedy? In one word,— |-
retrenchment, you have the principal care, S S et g i
Men must eat and drink,sand wear, and bave
houses and furniture, farms and stock, carriages

‘[hese are absc-
lute.in their dedignd because of their impor:-
In these, of course, there can be no
retrenchment unless grim necessity, beyond
even what a credit system would afford, con pel
it, Where then can retrencbhment relieve those
oppreseed with hard (imes? Where, why at
the house of Geod, where judgment or trial is
first to Legins Curtail the amount given for the
pastar’s salary, or il their is po pastor, give less
for building places of worship, or for sending
the word: of Ged abroad, or for sustaining the
missionary of the cross of Christ, or relievin
God will take care for all these ob-
He will support His ministers, build
churches, sustain missions and feed the poor,

Itis true, | the Stage or Theatre.
we are obliged as the law now is,—it is hoped

that it will mot be so much longer,—to pay, in-
directly’a pretty large sum arnually for it, and |infected with each particular vice in the cata-
in some iustances also, where the people have
not spirit enough to * vote it down,” by direct
local compulsion, Now whatever may be the

SC—— —— e - ‘
‘' herewith, saith the Lord of H
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you

It being paturally judged that it would mot | out a blessing that there shall net be room

'enough to receive it;and the efficacy of this
rem”edy by the testimony of the latter.” Since
the people began td bring the effering into the
house ot the Lotd, we have enough to eat and
have left plenty, for ghe Lord hath blessed his
people, and that which is left is this great store.
Now, Mr. Editor, it is not for me to set my-
selt up in opposition to such authorities as these
good men, writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Sbirit; but while 1 am pretty sure that
many ef your readers will endeavor to meet
the * hard times” of to-day in some way similar
to that | have jointéd out, 1 ehall be but too
bappy to know that any will give heed to the

ford, obtained hope and professed faith in that|propbet whose unfailing remedy I bave quoted.
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For the Christian Messeager.
Sackvirie, N. B, Feb. 41, 1868.
Dear Brother,—

Please allow we through your valuable paper,
to report to the friends in your Province the
amount of monpeys collected for the A. and F.
Bible Society in the several places which I
bave visited,
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For the Christian Messenger.

'Novcls and the Theatre.

'

| Some pious and discerning peoplé who are
strongly opposed to the Theatre, approve of
Novels. It is probable that ,they do not duly
consider the intimate connection which exists
between the two, - Oa careful reflection, how-
ever, the close aflinity of these must: be ap-
parent -to intelligent and considerate persons.
The ground-work of both is undeniably the
samie, namely, fiction. Nearly every argument
which can be plausibly urged in favor-of the
oune, may with equal plausibility be adduced in
support of the other,

‘T'he uear relationship of these, and the easy
gradation by which a persen may pass from
countenancing the former to giving countenance
tc the latter, is clearly shewn in the lamentable
case of the celébrated Henry Ward Beecher.

The ravens|[n former years he published * Lectures, to
are yel at bis commaud, and the power of ex-

tending (ke oil and the meal is yet in his hand.
Then there is another object-that may be

Young Men,” in which, (as quoted in the .. Y.
Ezaminer -and Chrenicle, Dec. 5, 1867,) he
expressed the most umqualified disapproval of

He then justly remark-
ed, “ It is potorious that the theatre is the door

to all the sinks of iniquity. If you would be
logus of depravity, go to the theatre, That

the circus, the turf, the gaming-table, is a race

whose instinct is destruction, who live 10 corrupt,
and live off of the corruplion which they make,

Disguise it as you way, thest men of pleasure
are, the world over, CORRUPTERS OF YOUTH "

dowment of Colleges, the cases excepted where

I will offer another saggestion by your special

may be meat in my house, and prove me now |

It appears that the man who formerly wrete
thus in well-deserved condemnation of the
theatre, basof late been unbappily induced te try
his band at the composition of a novel entitled
# Nerwood.” This, being congenial to the taste
of play-actors, bas been introduced into the
theatre ; and the writer has consented to such
use belag made of it, The name, influence,
and consent of .the talented author are new
sedulously employed to allare the yowng, and
even professors of vital piety, to the play-house,
The effect is obvious,

How can any ome who would apprevingly
read this novel, consistently object to the hear-
ing of it in the theatre ? The fact is, both
must stand or fall together. If the theatre is
pernicious, #o also is the publishing of novels,
with the reading of them. It tends directly to

61
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osts, if 1 will not |obliterate the important distinction between

l‘,‘lrulh_and Jalsehood. If it be proper to publish

|

whole race of meu whose camp is the theatre,

fiction, is it not equally so to invent and utter

false stories? I have known persons who, ap-

parently from this view, became so addicted to

relate, as fact, whatever came uppermost in

their minds—like the novelist—that no ¢on-

fidence could be placed in any statement made

by them.

Fiction is also adapted to create distrust of
the veracity of important records of faithful
history, or at least to cast them into the ‘shade.
When the deeply interesting scenes that oc-
carred in connection with the defence and
rescug of the Residency of Luckuow were pub-
lished, some idle novelist—attempting to point
@ diamond—must fabricate the hoax of * Bessie
Brown.” This was published as fact, as novels
oilen are, and was so received by many. When
the falsily of 1t was Jiscovered, numbers might
conclude that other parts of the narrative were
probably untrue, or, at all events, regard them
with greatly diminished interest, §

I bave lately read an article in which the
writer, in ¢ffect, advises ministers to read novels
and plays—a very bad example to set—in order

to become acquainted with human nature

They might indeed from these learn. what tanéi-
ful pictures can be painted by the wild imagina-
tion of extravagant men. But assuredly the
true knowledge of wan, as he is in reality, is
not to be obtained trom fiction, but from facts.
So far as reading is concerned, obviously it ia .
to be acquired by the study of the inspired
Scriptures, which give us man’s real character,
tracing bis words and actions to their source 3
and from the most faithful records of history,
both ancient and modern, '

It may be alleged, that it is desirable for
young peopile to read; and that they may be
most easily allured to this by being furnished
with some interesting fiction. This may appear
plausible : but no‘reasonable doubt can be en-
tertained, that young novel-readers—and old
ones too—would, im general, read much more
instructive and useful matter, and be far better
informed, if they read no fiction. It -is well »
known that, if a paper contains one piece of
Jiction, many do indecd read that piece with
avidity ; but their minds are by it turned away
from-the sober verities of real life; and, however
interesting and profitable numerous otherarticles
may be, none of them receives from these per-
sOns evem a cursory perusal,

The writer was an Editor about six years ;
but he never knowisgly published a line of
fiction. He cguld not conscientiously thus aid
in vitiating the taste of any, nor in catering to
a taste alréady so”vitiated, e

Were a tithe of the permicious.eflects which
bave resulted {rem the publishing and reading
of vovels truly presemted in a book, it weuld
undoubtedly furnish- a ponderous volume of
woes and lamentations. Unquestionably the
constitutions of many persens have been thereby
ruined, nervous aflections have been engendered
or intensified, wise counsels and prudent mea-
sures bave been rejected, visionary and ruinous
schemes have been adopted, and insanity and
suicide bave followed in the train of evils.

That each reader of these faithtul admoni-
tions may escape the destructive snares of novels
and the theatre, is the earnest desire of, his or
her sincere friend,

CaarrLes Turpes,

IN MEMORIAM.

Two of the many who have recently been
summoned from our midst by death, were mem.
bers of the Baptist Church in this place. The
first was Bister Beanett, wife ot Deacen Thomas
Bennett, She departed this life on Tuesday
the 28th ult., aged 66 years, Sister Beonett
made a profession of religion about 40 years
ago in Chester, and was baptized by Father
Joseph Diwmock. Haviag been previously a
member of the Kpiscopal Chureh, her espousal
of Baptist principles bad the effect of alienating
the friendship of many of her former associates.
Still preferiog the friendship of Christ to that
of the world, she cheerfully and firmly went
forward in the path of duty. "~ Althoagh re-
proached for the name of Christ, she was yes
bappy, for the spirit of glery and of God rested
wpon ker,

Soon after this she was married and removed
to Windsor, in connection with the Baptist
Church, ol which Kl:co she remained, consistent
and honored, till the time of her decesse.

As a church we feel that we have sustained a
great loss, but we rejoice ‘that our loss is ber
gain. The cause of Christ lay wear ber heart,
snd she was ever among the foremost in its
romotion. As Paul said of the deaconess
hebo,lcnu{d her, “ she has been a helper
of many, and of mysell.” During the last few
days of ber illness, her bodily safferings were
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