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“let a Royal Commission call together the most 

_and jray for so wuch, as that He who bas 

@ei’s hearts in bis band, would cause the con- 

- hot with 

te 

ginfulness and condemnation of a man at 

birtb,) is to be scecunted for in the geperal 

Jaw of propagation. Like begets like — 

Adsm becawe sinful, and bence all bis pos- 

terity are born in asiate of sin, or with 2 

sinful pature, Although these views are not 

equally serip ural, nevertheless, they leave the 

deceive intuet, and do not work 3 rejection 

of thesystewm of which it is an essential part, 

— Dr. Hodge. 

~ Christian FHessenge. 
HALIFAX, FEBEUARY 26, 1868, 

~~ 

Dean Alford on Bible Revision
. 

This subject is often noticed by English 

writers, but Ly ncne more practicaliy or 
eflec- 

tually ‘ban b) Dr. Altord, Dean of Canterbur
y. 

Ap excellent article of bis in Good Words or 

January, entitled ** I be Christian Conscience”. 

contans the following instructive parsgrapbs on 

this subject, These utterances of one oi Eng- 

land's first tcholars should silence the carpings 

of sma!l men we oltrn bear, when the question 

of Bible revision is spoken of : 

There is apctber matter ; one on which tHe 

Christian conscience of al. the churches in our 

realm needs awakening, | mean the duty of 

brine g our Au bonged Version of tke lloly 

Scrip ures into c.oser proximity to the texi in 

which those Scriptures were written. This bas 

becouse.a matter of very setious import. lo is 

np w>well known to ‘mos: persons of sny in- 

formatich and intelligence, that there a“® very 

many passages in which our version 

represents 8 text whic h is pot the genuine ove, 

Or Bsr presents that genuine text In rendering 

it. We are reading snd preaching cn, as the 

word of God, sayings which are deworstrably 

po part of Liat word: we are giving 10 its lexis 

meanings which any echolar cai see they will 

pot bear. We of the Church of Eegland are 

psing two. df reut 

Psalws, in one of which are eomw« verses that 

yield po assignable sense in themselves, and 

some, thesenee of which flatly coptradicis the | 

sense of be correspondivg verses in the other 

version * And yet both these versions, the one 

gs «1 ing the other denying the same fact, or. read 

avd prescbed from indifferently. : 

1 know it is the custom to depreciate apd | 

winiwise the importa ce of these vanations and | 

errors Aud this is ope of the very things of 

which 1 complain. 1 never caw this wetbod of 

arguuent followed witkout very great uniai- 

pesse Not 10 mention tbat in the ceieem of 

those who set the bighbest: possible value on 

Scripture, no astignable deviation frem its actual | 

meaning ought to Le a trifle,—it is distinctly 

pot the fact, that the variaticns and errors are 

of thgbt account, Ju very mapy parts ol N2. 

i 

H 

Pius kpstles the: inattention, on tbe part of | 
our trausialore, to the force of words and the | 

accuracy of constructions, bas rendered the | 

€1' her * 

versions of the Book ot” 

oe 

Dr. Crawley’s Letter No. 5, and the reply 
thereto will be found on the filth page of" our 
present issue, . : 

When Dr. Crawley epplied to us for space 

‘for bis letters. we suggested that ** many of 

our readers would decply regret their appear- 
ance, and indeed ant further discussion of 

the subject;” yet the co-s'derations which he 
urged were such, that we felt constrained to 

forgo our own upinion on that point, and wade 

"po turther hegitation intheir publication; We 
did not exact irom him any iniimation 88 to 

the number of letters in the series he wished 

‘to appear, snd supposed that they would pot 
become upressonable, either in their number 

‘or their, length, but merely udded that we 
‘thould {cel ourselves under cbligation, alsoto 

“ineert whatever Replies these letters might 

call forth from Granville Street Chureh, We 

bed some doubts then, und they huve not at 
all diminished, us t6 whether it 18 right for a 
public journalist in our pcsition, to permitan 
individuil to stiack and denoucece a church 
for their acts, 

Perhaps we have done wrong in permitting 
Dr. Crawley 10° write as he bas done on this 
subject, We do feel that Grenville Street 
Cuurch bas more reason to complain than 

Dr. Crawley or his friends, We have not 
allowed their efforts, ip snotber periodical, to 
‘misrepresent cur wo ds and acts, to prevent 

cur oflording them every consideration in our 
power, It such things Lad been written, by 
bim or any ot'.r person under similar circum. 
stances, cone.rning any other church in cur 
Ars ciatiors, sna. we had published, cveu 

“ Lever 1,” withcut Jetting their reply ap- 
pear at ihe same Uwe, 
shou!d buve laid curselves open to grave 
cépsure., We asve luwely learned from a 

| 

we believe that we | wand 

oth 
: 

10 Lhe favorable regard 
ol the Publie. 

pum:ber of esteemed brethren 1p different | 

puris-of the provioce, lor whoee opinion we | 
entertain the greetest respect, that whilet ! 

they fully approve of the éourse we bave | 
pu:sued under the circumstacces, und deeply | 
sympathize with us ; yet they deel (hat 
discussion is exceedingly distasteful to them- | 
selves aod their families; and that it should 
pot be permitted to proceed further; which 
opinion entirely accords with cur own. We 
consequently feel that the duty we owe to 
ourselves and our eubscribers demands thai 
we express our disinelination to continue the 
ivfliction of such matter upon thém., | 

There may be matters of New Testament 
church polity, involved in (he case that bas 
called forth these letters; which may claim 
our consideration, and. further examivation at 
the bands of our brethren, we cannot there. 
fore say that all further refcrence to it shall 
be absolutely rej: cted ; but we would inform 
all. pariies conceived that we must see what 
is written for our pages before we cen promise 
that it shall appesr there, ™ Of course we 
do not hold ourselves respeusible for opinious 

THE CHKISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Congress. The question of the Impench-! 
ment of President Johnson is again revived, 
in econseq ence of his dismissal of General 

Grant ag Commander.in-Chiet of’ the Army, 
A violent personal quarrel has arisen between 

those two high cfficials, involving charges of 

treachery upd untruthiulness, The general 
state of business in gli its branches, through- 

out the Union, seews greatly depressed, with- 

out much bope. of a speedy revival, We 
hclieve the question is pot yet decided, 
whether Congress will sanction Mr. Seward’s 
purchase of Russian possessions cn the 
Northwestern coast of Americe, or the Danish 

Island of St. Thomas in the West Indies, 
Genera) Meliotlan is to succeed Mr. Adams 

a§ Awbassador to the court of London, 

Acadia College Endowment. 

Dear Brother,— 

Qar Brother, the Rey, Jos, H. Saunders 

is patiently working the Agency for the 

College. His last letter to me was written [ot jects were 

Th brethreny there, ‘1 hope, | at Awherst, 
will give full proot of their attachment to 
the Tustitution. 

The people havgexerted themselves, most 

praiscworibily, 10 almost wll places, for Com- 

mon School education, and haves expended 

large sums in the erection of buildings, 

This is a movement in the right direétion. 
They will doubtless see that it 1s their duty 

10 fullow it up by susininivg thé bigher lu- 
stitniious, the need aud value of which will 

be now much more clearly perceived. "A 
! liberal outlay for education 1s eure to com- 

wprofitable return. — 

Cowmending our brother and his Ageney 

I aw, yours truly, 
J. M, Cramp, ° 

Acadia College, Feb. 24th, 1868. 

MonTr¥AL.— Religious affairs io this city 

(Le are rcceiviag more than ordinary a‘tention 

A extract or two trom letters received from a 

friend on a visit there shews that our breth. 

rem are receiving nccessiors. He says: 

“1%b 111k, 1868 —+* | saw eight baptized last 

sabbath evening at our chapel. Very solemn 

meetings are being held every night, - Placards 
are posied around the city —* Prepare io meet 
iby Ged.” Tihiek there are solemn times in all 
the Piotestant chuiches of this city. 

Feb 141h.—* Attended Baptist Prayer meel- 

ing, Wednesday, several stood up to express 
their desire to be prayed for. Rev. Mr. Alea- 
avder, formerly a Piesbyterian minister, is now 
their pastor, and is very much esteemed.” 

It is with deep regret we have to report 
the deceas: of the Hoo. Wirniam B. Kinnear 

of St, Jon, N. 8: a Member of the Legisia-; 
tive Council of that Province. He bas for 
‘many yesrs been a Member of the Brussels 

Kypostle’s argument unintelligible to Ecglich | written over a proper siguature, N>vosike- | Bireet Cuurch, and was held in Ligh esteem 

TeaGugers., And the fi: st duty cf a faihtul CX~- less we capnot entirely divset ourselves of "for his Wany excellent qualities, both in the 

| 

positor is 10 assure bis ficarers, on his own, 

authority, that 81, Paul does not say what hey | 

read in their Bibles, nor mean what those Eug- 

lisb words would appear to convey. : | 

Nor can~l4evard as any woie conscientious 
the miserable argument against touching the 

Authorized Version, which 1s olten raed on | 

tbe ground of expedicncy. There is danger, 
we are told, in vesetthng the ninds of those | 

who simply rely on their English Bibles, as the 

word of God.. 1 am amazed at hearing this 
plea fiom lips which irequently utter it. For 

what abuse, tor what dereliction of upwelcome 

duty, way it sot be wade an apology 7 And 
even il we descend 10 its own cowardly level, | 
and begin to weigh expediencies, which of the | 
two, think yon, is ibe greater darger—umantully | 

to meet the present unsalislaciory state’ of 

things by ap authorized revision, or to allow a 
texi which we vaunt as the word eof God to be 
continually eitber held back because it will not 
bear examination, or brought inte doubt.and 
conten pt by being disavowed frm our pulpite? 
And the matter is one Bol presepting any ins 

sup: rable difficairy. Let a Royal Commission 
(tor | see no other way of gang for the new 
version the same authority as the old possesses) — 

capable wen out of all reformed denominations, 
and set them op this work, and (I speak from 
having been engaged in it with others of difler 
ing views and baits ot mind) they will be 
astonished bow scon practical terms of agree- 
meni will be arranged, and a basis of opéra- 
dione settled, There are few things that | hope 

science of His Churches to awaken to this their 
,bounden duly. But alas, while 1 hope and 
pray, there are few things which 1 less expect. 
f bere seems to have seitled down oo our 
Churches sct a spirit of secularity and timidity, 
especially with regard to the treaiment of 
Bcripuuse, that | cannot see the faintest prospect 
of such a work being undertaken in our time, 
CT———— 

* As an example of the former kind: can any 
acuicne:s extract sense from Ps. viii. 8 in the 
Prayer-book version? * Or ever your pots be made 

thorns: so let indignation vex him, even 
as a thing that is raw.” As an example of the 
latier,~ci jopare Ps. cv. 28 io the two veisions.— 

-book Version. He sent darkness and it was 
dark : and they were not obedient unto his word, 

] } He sent darkness and made it 

writing merely» because ‘they differ from us, 

‘most important matters that bas ever come 

respopsibility in publishing them to the wold. 
We bave no wish to debar apy person from 

but we must curselves be the judge of what 
is acceptable to cur readers. | 
We take this opportunity of .thapking our 

fricrds for their forbearance, aud trust they 
will appiove of this determination. 

Our Provioeial Legislature which met in 
the ' end of Jaovary, was prorogued 
yesterday baving been almost wholly ¢pgaged 
during this period with the question of the 
Repeal of the lmperial Act ot: Union of the 
Province, 80 fur as respects Nova Scotia, To 
this effect they have passcd a series of Reso- 
juti:ne, wih which our readers aie acquaint- 
ed, snd bave appointed delegates to cairy 
them to be laid bet. re the Queen, We hive 
many readers oo both sides of this stirring 
question; 10 them we would commend its 
wost calm and dispassionate consideration, 
It is undoubtedly, in our view, one of the 

before the Legislature ot the Provicee, aud 
ooe the ultimate results of which wust most 

deeply concern the future interests of tbe 
whole community ‘tor weal or tor woe. la 
such 3 cuee precipitavey might possibly 
be fatal to our well-being, and lead to conse- 
quences beycrd the control of future action, 

sides, lies in undue cxcitement, and shutting 

our eyes to the probable results of whichever 
course we take, Under these circumstances 
the duties of professiog christings are vusily 
epbaupecd, If calmness and woderation are 
the manifest duties of ail, the christian has 

2150 ‘he obligation imposed on him of earnest 
prayer that the course he adopts may be 
sanctioned by the blessing of God, aod mdy 
tend to the advancement of his cause, and the 
truest interests of the community in which he 
dwells, | 

An unhappy state of excited feelings ap- 
pears to prevail between the Kxcutive Gov. 

Avlhor terayn. 
dark ; sud they rebelled not against his word. 

Bi 
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ernment of the neighbouring Union aud the 

lu a case like the present, the danger on all} 

church and community at large. His simple 
and upaffce ed piety and amiable disposition, 
as well as the active interest he ever evineed 

in whatever concerned the progress of truth 

or holiness, will long dwell iu the remem- 

bravce of bis sumcrous christian "brethren 

and friends.’ 

Correction. —The letter sent to the last 
scesion of ihe Kisiern Buptist Association, 
signed, by order of the church, by Bro. Jobu 
King, clerk, wus the approved letter ct the 
church, baviog been subwiited to both sec. 
tions of the church, aud passed by a majority 
of the whole. : 

The difficulties in the church did pot arise 
from doing business in two sections; but frow 
other causes; for (te ¢burch bad worked har- 
moniously in the two scctions for nearly four 
years. : | . 

B, Scorr. 

Provincial arliament, : 
TN et No 

AX 

le rw wT 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

Moxpay, Feb. 17th 1868. - 

The petition against tue return of Mr 
Blanchard was before the house, Mr. J Mc- 

Donald appeared at the bar of the house to 
enter a protest against the petition on the 
ground that both the bondsmen for the petition 
were members of the House, “On bis retiring 
the House sat with closed doors to consider this 

objection. Bubsequently the following gentle- 
men were sworn as the Committees to try the 

case : Hop. Mr. Robertson, Fewer. Lawrence, 
Ross, Ficeman, R)erson, Jokneon, and Mc- 

Donald. 
The debate on the Repeal Resolutions con- 

tinued on Monday and Tussday by the various 

speakers on the government side. 

Ox Tuespay afternoon the speaker an- 

nounced that it bad- been arranged that Mr. 
Blanchard and the Hon. Attorney Geseral 

ALAN 

would close (he debate, 

~ 
ad 

ON WEDNESDAY the debate was resumed by 

Me, Blanchard whe'spoke. till tha. adjournment, 
and asked leave to resume the néxt morning. 

Oo Tuumspay after Mr. Blanchard had 
closed his speech, Hon, Attorney General Wil- 
kins spoke till the close of the House, and inti- 

mated that in case the appeal to the Imperial 

authorities failed, other means would be tested 

te ascertain if Canada bad a right to autherity 

in Nova Scotia, He also intrcduced some addi- 

tional resolutions te be added to those before 

the House—one of these was to the effect that 

the Imperial Government had not the power. of 
appointing Senatorstotbe Dominion parliament § 

the other contradicting the story of Confederi- 

tion baving been put to the people at the for- 

mer election. The resolutions being put no 

response was given, Mr, Blanchard objected 

to the vote being recorded as a unanimous 
cne, 

On FripaY. a number of Petitions for various 

presented. Some discussion arose 

on rome of them, : 

Hon. Attorney General brought forward bis 
4 additional resolutions which were put to the 

House and passed in the affirmative, 
Hon. Mr, Troop moved that an address to 

ber Majesty the Queen embodying the resolu- 

tions be prepared. ‘The folloging members were 
appointed to draft the address, Hon. Attorney 

General, Hon, Prov. Bec, Messrs, White, Mc- 
Donald, and Desbrisay. 

ON SATURDAY the address to the Queen’ 

was reported and passed. 

Mr. Blancherd enquired of the government 
whether the Hon. Mr. Howe was a ‘delegate to 

Kungland accerediited by the government. The 

Hon. Prov. Secretary replied that he would cor - 

sider the question submitied. 
Oo MONDAY a resolution was introduced in 

the assembly providing that in case cf the repeal 
ot the Union with the other British American 

provinces being granted, we shall bear a just 
and fair proporiion of the cost of the latercolo- . 

nial Railway. Five members voted in opposi- 

tion, Meeers. Townshend, Brown, Blanchard, 

FPineo, and Doucette. 

It was intimated that the adjournment would 
probably extend to the first week im Auguss. 

CRE "uh 

General ~ #ntelligence. 
Province of Nova Scotia. 

HALIFAX ITEMS. 

Fires —The past week bas been prolific of 
these sad disasters in IHalilax,as in other places: 

Three Cattages, and a carpenier’s shop in 

Agricola street, were entirely copsumed on 

Thursday last. Several families were by this 

calamity turned out of doers in a few minutes, 

aud lost their furniture and eficcts. The day 

was intensely cold, and several of the bydrants 

in (he neighbourhood were frozen. 

Grafion Street Methodist Church,—Thijs hand-_ 

some structure was found to be on fire on 

Sunday afteincon. Thefire was first discovered 
in the tower through which the chimocy from 
the furnace passes. It appears to have arisen 
trom some délect in the pipes coming from the 
farnace. Tbe fire brigade were early on tle 
spot with the steam fire engines. The fire mada 
euch rapid progress, that it was evident thas 
nothing could save the church, and efforts were 
directed 10 save the dwellieg houses in the 
neighbourhood. In about an~ bour from the 
first alarm the whole building was a mass of - 
flame, and -by eight o'clock the whole was 
levelled 10 the ground by the dzvouring element, 
and a beap of smouldering ruins. 
The fue new OUrgan with nearly all the 

church furniture and books were destroyed, 
We are glad to learn that the buildiog was 

insured for $9,000. This, however, will not more 
than bali cover the loss. ‘The fine brick 
school rooms in the rear were in danger, but 
were not injured, and will, we presumesupply the 
co.gregation with a place for worship until they 
can rebuild. We sincerely sympathize with our 
Methodist friends in the loss of their beautiful 
edifice—altered, enlarged, and greatly improved 
only lact summer. 

Tae Fror1ing MATCHES on Bedford “Basin 
last week, resulted in a large amount of drunk- 
eoness and fighting, Owe man was much in- 
jured by being rum over by oue of the horses. 

Tak Poor o¥ HaLiFAx are we believe euf- 
fering greatly. Perhaps ma y who are not accu:- 
remed 10 receive charitable gilts, are 10 ss much 
need as the known poor. * The Association for 
improving the condition of the poor,” during 
Japuary relieved 500 families, containing 1843 

rsons. They gave 1146 loaves of bread, 1294 
ushels of coal. lm groceries $351. 86 ; 186 Ibe 

of beef, and 214 quarts of soup, 

Tag Younc Men's EarrLy CLosiNG Asso- 
CIATION held their first public meeting on Mon- 
day evening, in Temperance Hall, fie or- 
ip the Mayor presided, and P. C. Hill 
and others gave cifective addresses, 

Vacant. —The Debtors prison in this city 
is at present unoccupied, 
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