o e A SN e s R

o e S =

d
18-
s

L

&
TS
for

ist

/

es5ener,

A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER.
| ¢ gm si-uthtnl in hustms s fervent in s;iiiit."' H o T

-—

NEW SERIES,
Vor. X111, No.23.

ST B L, S

 Poetry.

B P R i i i A S

PN N

For the Christian Messenger.
The Human.

O ! human lite! so far, €0 near!
Thy quick electric wifes,

Bear music from the courts above,
And touch the lowest fires.

O wondrous web { whose full design.
Earth’s vision may not see,

How beautitul will seem the plan
Viewed in eternity.

O ! wondrous waiting human eyes
80 filled with human tears,

That doubt, because ye fail 10 see,
The issue of the year,

O ! human hands tifat strive to lift
‘Qur loved above all pain,

Above temptations withering power
Above all sin, all stain,

O human hands ; how weak ye are,
Unless The Christ stoop down,
And 1ake the load ye strive to bear,

Qur effcrts bear 1o crown.

C ; wandering feet that leave €0 soom,
Life's early woodland ways,

To journey in the noontide sun,
Unsheltered from its blaze.

Q! weary feet that may not res, °
Or pause by sea or shore,

Till in the * Island of the Blest,”
Ye rest for everinore,

And human voices full of woe, -
Are echoing through the years,

And sadder sounds but breathed so low,
They reach but listening ears

O! human love that buildsfso fair,
Its castle in the clouds,

That melt and die away in air,
Or drop 10 earth in shrouds:

From off your cdstle’s battiements
_ Ye thought to look in Heaven,
" 7To catch a flash of deathless song,
Among the loved forgivem

But tho’ on eye and voice and_ heart,
The cause of sin be strong,

The Master's hand hath lcosed the chords,
That bound the world so long. .

The Hun.an hath been sanctitied,
Nay ! glorified in him,

Let human voices join in song,
Aud hearss sweet offerings bring.

For * beautiful” may be the * teet,”
Of those who bear the Word,

And human voices low aud sweet,
Tell ’uil the heart is siirred.

The story that will never die,
The story that will seem,

As new, when earth’s old chronicles,
Have faded into dream.

He loveth us O! eyes look up,
Wipe off the dimming tears,
He loveth us, He loveth us,
O ! listen human ears.
B.J.E.
Riverbank, May 19th,

Tae Powsr o¥ THE Cross.-—In what direc-
tion~—what line—msy I so place myself, as
to find omnipotence coming forth to draw me
to the Lord? Inb the line of the cross, In
your locking unto Jesus, **1, when I am
lifted up, will draw all men onto me.”—
Through 1he blood of the dying surety, Al-
mighty power ecmwes forth on all them (hat

believe.— Rev. Hugh Martin,

A Fpavg ApmissioN.—The Christian Era
says: “Bitting beside a leading Kpiscopal
clergyman, the o'ber day, in the cars, be said,
¢ If anything is plain in the New Testament,
it is that immersion is the primitive form of
baptiem ; aud I should consider that I was
disgracing mysell before scholars and o
learned alike, by attempting to prove the con-
trary. Ounly I do not covsider it esgential,””

Conversation is the daughter cf reasoning,
the wother of knowledge, the breath of the
soul, the commerce of hearts, the bond of

friendship, the nourishment of eontent, and |

the ocoupation of men of wit.
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Thoughts on Theology.
No. L.
Tus Mosarc DispiNSATION,
Admixixtratim.

My Dear Sir,—

The leraelites were a.f* peculiar people”’—
God’s own—eeparated from all others for the
specia ) purpose of preserviog the knowledge
ard worship of the Most High, till ** the ful-
ness of tine” should cowe, when the u'timate
manifestation would be made.

~ The government under which they were
placed was different from all other patious.
It was a Theoeracy. Jchovah bimselt was
king : be was to be worshipped as God, and
obeyed as sovereign, The land was Hisland
aud the people were his tevants, bound to
reoder certain services in lieu of rent, and in
gekuowledgement ol proprietorship.  The

“| laws were his laws, and the ordinances ot

worship were his, and no alterations were to
be made iu either, If the nation should de-
wand a kingas they afierwards did they were
bourd 10 accept the man whon: God should
éhoose, and who would therefore be his vice-
roy ; aud the king was rcquired to write out

|for his own use a_ copy of the luw, and to

‘¢ read therein all the days of his lite” ; vor
was he to turn aside from the commandment,
either to the right side or the left,”—Deut,
xvii, 18-20,

An impartial consideration of the laws giv-
en by Moses, taking into account rhe charac.
ter of the people, their situation, and the state
of the times, will lead to the conviction
that the whole ipstitution was admirably
adupted to unswer the desigued end, 1f some
of the laws were severe, tho pceuliar nature
of the government is to be borve in mind, as
well as ihe other circugnstances ahovewen-
tioned, 1f some of thelluinute details seed
burdenscme,or even trifling, (the Apostle Petor
termed the whole iaw a* yoke, which neither
their fathers vor they were able to bear”
Acte 3v. 10) it is sufficient to rewark th-t,
being God’s jaws, their fiiness is not to be
quesiicned, 1t in scme ivstances the euuct-
ments or the permiseions hardly square with
the morality of the gospel, it must be rewmen:-
bered that the people had beer subjected for
many years 10 'he debasing ivfluences of slav.
ery, and were in a remi-barbarous state, It
was menifest that cn the one hand they re-
quired a tight rein and a stern rule, and that
ou \be cther it wus expedicnt to interlere as
little as possible with certaio inveterute babits
which could only be shaken off under higher
teachings than they were qualificd to receive,
If we were more fully informed on the sub-
ject, we sbould doubtless discern the wisdom

| sed rightuess ot the Mosaic system.

lu giving un account of the religious ar-
rangemen's it may be udvisable to adopt an
old division,

1. Hovy Persons.

The high priest was the special representa-
tive ot the Divine King, whom be consulted
on golemn oceasions by ** Urim and Thum-
mim,” But it does Lot clearly appear how
the consultation was conducted, ror in what
weauper the consequent directious or commands
were given, There is great diversity of oPin.
ion respecting the Urim and, Thummim,”—
The words mean * lights and perfections.”
Whean the high priest was attired in his full
sacerdotal dress he wore the *¢ breastplate of
judgwent,’’ in which were placcd twelve pre-
cious stones, each bearing the nawe of one of
the tribes ; and it is said, ** Aaron shall bear
the nsmes of the childrenof Israel in the breast-
plate of judgment upon his beart, when he
goeth into the boly place, for & memorial be-
fore the Lord eontinually, snd thou shalt put
in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and
the Thummim ; snd they sball be upon Asrou's
heart when be goeth in before the Lord ; and
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children
of lsrael upon his heart bgfore the Lord con.
tinm!ly”.--‘-—%od.‘ xxviii, 29,80, Butwekoow
pot what the Urim apd Thummim were, por
how divice oracles were given through them,
Of the many conjectures that bave been haz-
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arded, ove may be mentioved, viz., that when

the high priest sought counsel from God the
answer was contained in a word formed
ol letters in the name of the tribes, and which
were caused to shioe brilliuntly on the ocea-
sion. Thus, it David asked whether he
should go on a certain ezpedition, &nd the
answer was, *‘ Go,”" the two. letters of that
word, (expressing it in Koglish,) as found ip
the names of the tribes Gad and Simeon, v ould
be supernaturally illuminated, Gap, SiMeON.
This, however, i8 only guess-work.

On the day of atonement the high priest
was the representative of the people before
God, and on that day only might he enter the
most holy place. it is probable tbat between
the times of Joshua and Saul he was the
supreme ruler in civil mdtters, We koow
that Eli *¢ judged Israel.”

" The Priests. It was their duty to offer

sacrifices, and carry on the worship of God. |
They were also required to iustruct the people
in the law; and to give judgment in difficult

cases, Deut. xvii, 8-18.

The Levites. = The whole tribe ot Levi was
set apart for the service of God, first in the
twberoacle, and afterwards in the temple, Iu
addition to the manual labor which they were
called to perform, they took part in the work
0f instruction and admioistered the laws,—
Forty-eight cities being assigned for their res-
idence, they were beneficially scattered over
the country, and no onc bad to travel far to
obtain their assistance. Deut xxxiii, 8-10;
1 Chron. xxiii. 4: 2 Chron. xiz. 8-11 : Neb.
viii, 9-12.

. The Prophets. This was a peculiar institu-
tion, 1t has been already shown that there
was a sustained succession of iuspired mea,
charged to protest against all transgression of
God’s command=, and to apnounce his will to
the people. 'The writings of some of them re-
main to this day, furnishing the noblest elc-
queuce to be lound in any language, and pre.
senting in their wonderful predictions, fulfil-
led and unfulfilled, indubitable proof of their
own ipspiration,

Schools of the prophets were instituted in
the days of Bamael, partly, perbaps, with
a view to fhe religft&e‘lnstrumion ol the peo-,
ple, under the superintendence of Samuel, at
first, and atierwards of other prophets, his
puccessors, -Aeccessions to the prophetic or-
der were often made from those sehools, 1
Sem, x.5 10-12 xix. 20;: 2 Kings ii. 2, 8,
5, 16: iv. 1. 88-44: ix, I, Amos vii, 14.

2. Hery Pracks.

‘Yhie Tabernacle was & temporary strueture
adaptea to the condition of the people while
in the wilderness. It wes thirty cubits lpong,
by ten broad, and ten high. (The length ol
the cubit was twenty inches.) The most holy
place, in which the ark was deposited, was
ten eubits equare. The court of the Taber-
nacle was an inclosure, a huodred cabits by
fifty. - .
'{'be Temple erected by Bolomon, was a
building ot unequalled waguilicence, The
Temyle proper was small, being ouly sixty
cubits long by twenty broad, and thirty high.
The most holy place was twenty cubiis square
The whole buildiug glistened with gold. The
chambors wnd cffices uttached to it increansed
the size of the structure very considerab!y.

That tcmple was destroyed by the Babyio-
nians, The eecond was far inferior in splen-
dour, and it wanted the iovaluable depusitory,
the ark of the covenant, "

In the troublous times of Syrian oppres-
sion the second temple fell into decay and
ruin. It was scarcely susceptible of repair.
Heiod the Great expended vast sums in reno-
vation, The building which he erected might
properly enough be called the third temple,
very littte 6t the former being retained, ex-
cept perbaps the massive foundations,

8. Howvy Tuines,

The Sacrifices, with their accompaniments
ot weat-offerings, drink-offerings, oil and in-
cepse, There were various kinds of sacrifi-
ces :—the burnt-offering, for thanksgiving
and general worship, which was entirely con-
sumed ; the sin-offering, for atonement ol ob
fences ageinst God ; the trespass-offering, in
cases of & doubtful character. These were
enjoined ; besides these, individuals often pre-
sented free-will offerings, in discharge of
vows, or in gratitude for benefits received.
Sacrifices could be legally offered only at
the taberpacle-altar, or that of the temple,
The Shewbread. Twelve loaves were placed

WHOLE BERIES.
Vor. XXXII. No. 23.
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on the golden table in the holy place, every

Sabbath movning, those which had been placed
there the preceding Sabbath bcing then re-
moved, and eaten by the attendant priests.

The Instruments of service , . including
dishes, spoons, knives, &e., &o.

Tbe tithes. The tenth part of the produce
ol the land, in corn, fruit, and cattle, was
levied for the support of the tribe of Levi,
in addition to the cities which were given
them. And they had to pay a tenth of their
tithes to the priests, Those who officiated at
the altar received also certzin portions of the
sacrific 's, for the support of themselves and
their families,

4. Hory Times.

The Sabbath, reckoning from the sunset of
the preceding day.

The new moon.

The feast of trumpets, on the first day of

the sevéhth month.

The three annual festivals. at which all the
males were to appear belore God. The pass-
over wus celebrated ou the fourteenth day of
the first mouth. Kor seven days afierwards

unleaverded bread was to be eaten; “mno

manner of servile work” was to be done on
the first or last of those days; they were to
have * a holy cobvocation.” The Pentecost,
or fasv of first-fruits, fifty days after the
passover, was observed in like manner. The

feast of tabernacles,.or ot ingatheriog, at the

close of the harvest, commeneed on the fif-
teenth day of the seventh month, and contin-
ued eight days.

The Day of atomement, the tenth day of
tae seventh mouth, was a solemn faet, when
they * afflicted their souls,” and the ¢ scape-
goat’”” was seot ioto the wilderness, bearing
the transgressions of the people. Thereis no
potice of this ceremony, however, after the
settlement in Canaan.

The Sabbatic year. Kvery seventh year,
the land rested. There was no tillage,

The Jubilce. Onece in filty years there was
a're-adjustment, [f a man had sold bis in-
heritance, ora part of it, it was then restored
to him. There was a general release from
servitude, It was the year of freedom.

Morning and eveuving sarifices were regn-
larly offered at the Taberoacle, and after-
wards at the Temple, Double sacrifices were
offered on the sabbatn. Additional sacrifices
were enjoined to be offxred at the *holy
times ” which have been specified. But we
have very little intormation respecting the
people’s worship, or the religious instruotion
communicated to them. It i8 to be pre-
sumed, that the priests and the  Levites
taught the people orally, taking advantage of
the Subbaths for that purpose. There was
uo roading in those days. Copies of the law
could wot gewerally be possessed during the
early history of the nation. It was ordered
to be read in public once in seven years.
Deut. xxxi. 9—18, A

Syvagogues were instituted after the re-
iurn from the Babylonish captivity, It was
a useful appointment. The Beriptures were
read and expounded in the synagogues every
sahbath day; exhortations were given and
prayers offered.

To the festivals appointed by the Law, two
others were afterwards added ; the feast of
Purim, 10 celebrate the deliverance of the
Jews from the destruction threatened by Ha-
wan, lsther ix, 20-82—and the least of the
dedication, to commemorate the purification
of the Temple alter its profanation by Auntio-
chus Epipbanes, (Jobn x. 22.) Bat it does
not appear that there was & divine sppoint-
ment of these observances ; consequently, al-
tuough they were appropriate commemorations
they were not binding, not being part of God’s
law,

Many reflections are suggested, but it may
be better to defer them till we have conider-
ed the principles and the effects of the Mosaic
dispensation.

Yours truly.
J, M. Craunp,

Acadia College, May 27, 1868,

For the Christian Messenger.
Pen Sketihies,—No, 5,
Exvious Propis.

That there ne. such individuals none will
deny who are at all scquainted with the va-
rious phases of human nature presented in
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