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THE CHRISTIAN 
Ver. 24. “ The half shekel” twice, the 

Greek words béing the same in both places; for 

¢ tribute money,’ and * tribute,’ of the Common 

Version. And ¢ the halt-shekel’ is explained at 

the foot of the page, by referring to !'xodus 

| xxx., 18, 15. * The half-shekel’ also imylies a- 

customary, or vearly, oflering. 

* Tribute money’ and * tribute’ would natural- 

ly remind many readers of the Bible of the 

question in Mat, xxii, 17, ¢ Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Cesar, or not ?" and would lead them 
to suppose a * tribute, or tax, for: the Loman _ 

government was meant. Whereas * the half- 

shekel’ is intended, which every lsraclite was 

originally commanded to give as atonement 

money when the census was taken, and this 

money was ‘0 be devoted to the scrvice of the 
tabernacle. See Ex. xxx., 12—16. In the 

time of Nehemiah, the people agreed to pay 
one third of a shekel yearly * for the service of 
the house of their God.) Neh. x, 82. See also 

2 Chfen. xxiv, 6—10, And in the apostolic 
age, the Jewish historian Josephus speaks of 

‘that half-shekel which every one, by the custom 

of our county, offers to God i’ * a half-shekel 

every year * ® #*  agthev were previous- 

ly paying to the temple in Jerusalem’ Jos, 

Autiquities 18, 9 1; Jewish Wars 7, 6, 6. 
Ver. 25. * Jesus anticipated him, that is, 

spoke first ; for * prevented him, which wou'd 

now be understood as meaning hindered him,’ 

and would couscquently give an erroneous or 

cocfused idea. * Soms,” for children and in 

verse 26> ¢ Then are the sons free” By the 

original law, and the consequent Jewish custom, 

every male Israelite was required to give ‘a 
half shekel’—tbe rich no more than that, and 
the poor no less—for the service of the taber- 

nacle, or the temple, God's house. According 

to the custom of * the kings of the earth,’ then, 

Jesus as the Son of the Great King could claim 

exemption from this tax for the support of his 
Father’s house. Hence the aptness and force 
of the conclasion to which he comes: ¢ Then - 
are the sons free’ a. 

Ver. 27. *A shekel 7 for the loose and in- 
definite translation, * piece of money.’ As the’ 
law, and the custom founded on it, required 
every male Israelite of twenty years old and 
upward to give * a half-shekel,’ * a shekel would 
be the exact amount to be given for Jesus and 
Peter, * a halt-shekel’ for each, So beautifully 
does oe part of God’s Word harmonize with 
every kindred part, when, by a full and correct 

: Obstacles to Sunday School How to Work for Christ, For the Christian Messenger. 

Success. 
w | think that more than a thousand souls have 

IRREGULARITY AND NON-ATTENDANCE OF |been brought to Christ the last year,” says an | 
TEACHERS. earnest, soul-loving German in the Northwest, Dear Editor,— 

who has labored in more than thirty revivals, From a Letter received from Rev. A. R. R. 

This is admitted to be the second great ob-|and who, in season and out of season, is always 
cle in th f in Sunday School | intent upon the oue work of seeking and savi | Guiebley dated “ Rangoon, March 13th," it ag- tacle in the way of success in Sunday School {10 up ) ing and saving : s : 

= Sh stands Hx) 8 magnitude 0 the in-|the lost. fn his simple, idiomatic -atyle; he Pons that he and sister U. were of thei way to 

diflerence and neglect of parents. Scholars are | adds: America, lor the special benefit of their chil- 
J 

the first requisites to a school; teachers the| I labor all times for a revival. Ihave labor-| dren, who were accompanying them. Bro. C, 

second. These sustain the most direct and in-|ed sometimes years, and sometimes only weeks | had committed the general supervision of our 
_ timate relation and dependance upon each other | or days, before the work begins, Sometimes 1 

in the essential arrangements of a school. It is|speak with preachers and other Christians, and ete produliom, &s., oe . = B- Shove, © i 

necessary to secure the attendance of scholars| we start meetings, and always has the Lord done of Rangoon. This faithful Brother will oan 
as a primary element of success; but the at-|some good through them. at what shall I say | doubtedly discharge the duty satisfactorily.— 

tendance cannot possibly be secured with |of my instrumentality I cannot say through | The care, however, of our beloved sister 

promptness and regularity without the prompt |me, nor yet through others, Let God have all} ny, woe is entrusted to our worthy and heroix 
and regular co operation of the teacher, The | the glory. ‘ gli rh $ ouch go the frequent absence of a| 1 labor as colporteur. I go from house to sister Mrs. M. B. Ingalls, as appears from the 

teacher, is much the same in a Sunday Schoolhouse, talking of Jesus and sell my good books. | following Letter, addressed by ber to the Secre- 

tbat it would be ip a day school ; the direct | One says to me, “1 am not a Christian.” Ii tary of the American Board. 
tendency is to destroy the interest and break it | kneel down and pray in that family, and. I feel} 1 win doubtless afford sincere pleasure to 
up. : the power of God in my soul. I think I cannot the relatives of Miss De Woll ds 
A very few principles, briefly stated, lying-at | leave that house before that lady finds Jesus. 1 vag ba Pho Sant bet a Nr li wd oc gn 

the basis of the teachers’ work, if observed, will| tell ber, ** Madam, give your heart to the Savi | rous friends, as also to all who feel interested in 
secure attendance and faithfulness to - their|our.' I went happy along, believing, praying, |the success of the Mission, to learn, that a 
sacred, God given duties, and thinking that lady will surely become al. .di : : 

1. There should be a deep sense of obliga- Christian, because God answered me, and I felt ne ne re ee Sh rabei See BA 

tion—feeling that God in his providence has|his answer in my soul. Soon after that she ber arrival, with a favorable prospect of her 

ointed out this work in answer to prayer, put | found the Lord. comfort and usefulness. 

it within reach, and requires it. A work that| 1 go into another house. I persuade the Ever yours, 
can and must be done ; a local demand imposed | mother and oldest daughter to go to the'prayer- C. TupPER, Secretary. 
by the relations, positions, and talents ot the| meeting and give their hearts to Jesus, and take : 

peviee. With: this wil be intimately associated | the rest of the family along. They promise we, | - Tremont, Aylesford, June 8,1868. 

a desire to do good, and a willingness to gacri-| and I believe God will finish that work too, I| 

fice, if pe. xg to accomplish ? leave with them tracts and books, * RanNGoon, Burman, March 23rd, 1868. 
2. This will spring forth from the spirit of| In anoth:rhouse where I sell books and speak | To Rev. C. Tupper, D. D. 

interest and love - wn work in vg and | for Sern an we Seige ey Jorg: our| My DEAR BROTHER,—] was present when 
the members-of the class in particular, It is a|prayers e father and one daughter find Jesus | _. aZii os 

happy constitutional n,n with us that we ded Tbe Christian wife and 7 hon is rey fond letter to Mr. Rose was opened by bis wife, 

become interested in and attached to those with | bappv about’ it. 1see the family altar raised, and, in the changes which bave come it devolves 

whom we are called to associate intimately, for|and I have God’s blessing again in my soul. I| upon me to write. : 

the purpose of benefitting and instructing. We | leave with my new-born brother Doddridge's| When 1 first returned, now 8 months ago, 
think about them, and what we shall do for| Rise and Progress, and I rejoice again in our A * 

them, and pray for them, and thus cannot do| good books, 5 Mr. Crawley, who was then in Bassien, asked 

otherwise than feel deeply and solicitously in-|« Now I go again into a meeting. Thirteen | me to look after his people during Lis atsence 
terested in their behalf: This will produce’ vi. | souls kneel, looking for Jesus. Some find him [of 18 months ; and asked me alsq to take Miss 

vacity of Be SE—— Oy Manner, pa se Sh i rgd gry Nor wan, | DaWolte for him. 1 bad jost brought out a 
earnest zeal, and access to their hearts that will | with a Universalist wife, said, ou have given : 

be most unremittingly followed up week atter [we an excellent tract, Why do you Swear ? pie. oy 5% a —— Js y-— 
week. Well, sir, the right tract came to the right man.” and have long since made a place in my heart 

8. Then évery effort will ke made to be al-|I stay over night, sell books, and pray there,and | for the dear Sister. Last week Mr. Crawley 

ways present with the claés. Instead of seeking (my prayer is that they may find Jesus. «| left for America, and then we made the more 

obstacles cy Bononorg pe — » re a permanent “arrangement. 1 am now going to 

tended to and accomplished. There will be {oye is wp epee Sale my jungle bome, Thoang Za', 120 miles north 
determination to succeed, A sense of respon- | church or party, and the more cordially shall we of this, where 1 have commeénced a house, I 
sibility will lead us to give the class aud position | exhibit as well as cherish the desire,—¢ Grace | leave Miss Adamg, who is learningthe language, 

the OE iw po ve harness dpc, be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ | with Messrs. Rose.and Brayton, who will meet 
prompted temporarily by curiosity, we will take | jp 4 ty.’ : : 

Lold of it as work for Christ aod souls, under pmsl and Sagres eh DeWolle when_she_comes ; 
the hire of the great Lord of the vineyard who ; ; which we hope will be in May or June. As 
bas said :  Whatsoever is right I will give you.” be fg khaving are the most Faiieges of| soon as I léarn (Lat she is bere, I shall come | rapslation, its divine light is allowed to shine 
We can surely trust him through the brief day | knowledge ; the most virtuous are the most|jown and take them to our home, forth in its clearness and purity | And-yet this 

of our labor, till the nicht and the reward |desirous of improvement in virtue. On the : : . _}inst f its admirable barmonv and beaut 
comes; - 4 : contrary, the ignorant imagine themselves wise This will be in the rainy season. After-the ors sdb re mage {gots sb ~ Brom 

enough; the vicious are, in their own’ opinion, | *¥0 are a little settled, I shall leave them for a’ We may also notice with what strict fidelity 

good enough. fortnight, while I go over the flooded rice fields | ur Lord conformed, both in heart and in out- 
rr to work for Mr. Crawley’s people. Mr. Crawley | ward act, to every requirement of duty. ‘Thus 

¢* It is not my fault that 1 am not co ted,’ Thers bx differance tatwase Magpiness and gives me the companion Sor My dems, sad tn : rose reign dE pe ger Rg J not m m nverted,’| .: oli : : a: ; . go ae erfect Saviour an xemplar, at. iii., 
said a young man in conversation with bis pas. wisdom—he that thinks himself the happiest man, | return I can then work for hiof' ln this way I |[P p 

: : : ) Hy k AQUAEDES. 
tor. ‘ You tell me there is nothing I can do; ANY we he oa a re I tl shall work for bis people as the Lord may open g 
so 1 wait. I am willing enough, whenever the : © {the way. My home, Thoang Zai, is the place : . est fool. : . 
Lord sees fit to receive me. k for ber to acquire the language; and I hope 
The pastor arose, and taking a picture from a : ; : : you will be pleased with the arrangewent. 

Gorresponaence. 

‘Our Foreign Mission, 

“What does it Represent!” 

For the Christian Messenger. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Mgrs. LypiA PEARSON, 

Daughter of the late Mr. George Morrison, was 
born in Granville, Feb, 4th, 1788. At an eariy 
age she obtained hope in Chiist, and was 
“ buried with Him in baptism.” To the olose of 
life she walked in unbroken fellowship with the 
Baptist Church where ber lot was cast. 

About 87 years ago Miss M. was united in 
marriage with Mr. Jobn Pearson, of Cornwallie, 
whose former wife was Abigail Tupper, a sister 
of the writer, Her kind attentions to this 
worthy man, especially during bis long-con- 
tinued and distressing illness, endeared her 
preatly to the family of his former consort. 
Her Christian deportment secured for her the 
esteem of her acquaintance. 
As she possessed some property by heirship, 

accumulated some by industry and frugality, 
and had some left her by her busband; she had 
a considerable amount at the close of her lite. 
With this, sister P. furnished means for the com- 
fort of several relatives, to whom it is quite ac- 
ceptable and beneficial. Feeling interested in 
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 

ortfolio that lay upon his study-table, silently SRR SR RRR at ap 
:bools, wi em an aid it before bis visitor, 

‘ How beautiful I’ he exclaimed, after a few English department ; so before Miss 1)e Wolfe 
moments’ close study of the figure. ¢I have gets: the language the can do something for 
never seen a face of the Saviour that pleased these people each day. It seems all right, for 1 

can give them a great work to do, and 1 shall 
me better. But what does it represent? He 

? , ia be pleased to give them my heart and home. 
Ob, stream of lile, that sweetly glidest 

seems to be knocking, and I suppose behind that 
overgrowth of weeds there is a door, but it is 

- ._ | Then, be assured, that your lady will be not 
t | : 

Thisagh plasnat meass aad inadecapen’ hiv, only cared for, but welcomed. Miss Adams is 

not very prominent,’ 

delighted too with the prospect of this companion, 

* Just 80; and what a mercy that at the door | 
of hearts, obscured by rank shoots ot sin, Jesus Thy silver current here dividest, 

She shall be one with us, whether in health or 

sickness, joy or sorrow. As Miss Adams is my 

still finds a place to knock, Alas, that it should | ~ And turus to rivers rolling—where ? 
ever be in vain. Have you considered that - er 
while there is nothing you can do to bribe the Lio pre = HOpt WAS febe oh, 

at : : e waters glow : 

¢ Liy sitting still and waiting for the Lord te The Lours tbat lead unto the night. soon after this reaches you, Mr, Crawley will be 

convert you in your present temper of mind, ; Fb in your midst. Mr. and Mrs. Crawley are our 
are you pot priding yoursel! wpon your willing- THE th tee yredacy i twp best people. The Lord has blessed them, and 

own brother and sister are gone. You may be 
proud and thankful for baving such agents as 
these two, “After this 1 shall write to them and - 
then (D. V.) you shall hear more about Miss 

De Wolfe, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

The Rivers, 
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profess no desire to be saved? Is not that| That opens to eternal day. 
weedy vine of sell-satisfactish overspreadin 
the door of your heart, stfling the pin. of thas If lured by all the heart holds dearest, 

gracious knock and the voice of Him who 1 launch adown the first away, 
stands without ? Only the soul loathing itself, Ever when hope and Joy seem nearest 

and looking for salvation in ite utter nuworthi- My light ehall fail, my beart shall die. 
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ness, recognizes Him who invites the heavy- 
laden by sin to come.'— Am. Mess. 

A Fairarur WiTNEss.—Jobhn Jay, when an 
embassador to France, was once in a company 
of infidels in Paris. They talked on recklessly, 
venting their spite at the Bible. Jay was silent. 
It troubled them. He did not pronounce their 
shibboleth. They could not go on while that 
grave just, true man sat there a silent spectator, 
a sort of solemn judge, rivetting their gaze. No 
wonder his bearing forced them to speak, and 
when they asked, as if to relieve themselves of 
their confusion and provoke his acquiesence, 
“Do you believe in Jesus Chtist ?” his silence had 
prepared the A 4 tor his confusing and confoun- 
ning answer: * | do and I thank that Ido.” 
He was silent at the right time, and spoke at the 
right time, and when he spoke said the right 
thiog. 

God doth not willingly afflict any of his chil- 
dren. They always stand in absolute need at 
that very time of the affliction be sends. It 
could not be laid aside, nor delayed longer, nor 
» tered for another, without kurt to their souls, 

If to the calm, the silent river 
| turn my bark with hopeful heart, 

Unto my soul I take forever 
A blessed joy, * the better part.” 

Adown this river ever ringing, 
1 hean the echoes of the song 

That welcomes home, with joyful singing, 
Those that have toiled and struggled long. 

While with the songs on the bright river, 
The stream that lured my steps at first, 

I hear the moaning cries forever, 
From those that there their all have lost. 

Sometimes along my silent river 
Will come a flash of golden light, 

From the bright door tbat pens ever 
To those that strive unto the right, 

And the Great Love is ever turning 
The darkest hour into the day, 

Granting at last to all our cocoa, 
A peaceful home within for aye. 

ZETA, 
June 7th, 1868, 

was in the States, but I could not. I met Mrs 

| to Upper Burmah. 

us and the native agents, 
ours in Christ, 
Murirra B. INGaLLs. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Truth Revealed, 

MAT. XVIL 

trath. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burpee were labourers with my 
dear husband in Akyule ; and they are still 

cherished in the memory of the people. I 
longed to visit your part of the world while 1 

Burpee in Ohio. Mr, Rose is away on a trip 

With an assurance of my joy in receiving 
Miss DeWolfe, may I beg that you will pray tor 

In Mat. xvii, 24—27, the Revised New 

Testament, published by the American Bible 
Uuion, brings to light interesting and co-incident 

in the spiritual welfare of her fellow creatures, 
she, with commendable zeal and generosity— 
well worthy of imitation—devoted $400 to the 
cause of Missions. As our sister now departed 
declined to have the name of the donor made 
public during ber life-time, these sums were 
acknowledged as from “ A Friend to Christian 
Missions, Cornwallis,” They were $100 for the 
Foreign, $100 for the Home, $100 for the 
French, and $100 for the Micmac Mission, 

Sister Pearson became paralyizéd and much 
enfeebled some years prior to her décease. 
During the last six months she was, in general, 
almost entirely helpless. Her last residence 
was with her nephew Stephen Burns, where 
every kind attention was paid her. The writer 
visited ber frequently. At times ber faith was 
triumphant, ith a steadfast reliance on ber 
beloved Saviour, she quis passed away, May 
22, 1868, at the age of 80 years, 

Agreeably to ber request, her remains were 
interred in Canard by the side of her departed 

' husband, those of his former wife being laid on 
the other side. 
A discourse was delivered on the occasion of 

sister P's, decease by the writer, from 1 Cor. 
| xv, 87,— Com. by Rev, C. Tupper. 


