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p- Jopttp Baptism for the Dead. tor the spiritual benefit of one who has died | pillow musings, a substitute for prayer— but 

- =’ % unbaptized, Several of the Fathers of the [apart from and above all this influence upon 
LE Sr A hh Ls Ry rr | a ore fh here pr Ad or gi Ro rah Church mention the existence of this strange | the suppliaat, prayer has * power with God.” 

The Christian and his Echo. then, bapiized for the dead ? (1 Cor. xv. 29.) custom. Tertullian refers to it as existing God does that upon our asking which ho would 

© : i g sl {among the Marcionites, and St, Chrysostom | not do without our asking, When we pray, 
True faith, producing love to God and man j— This passage of Scripture bas received sev- | relates of the same scot that, * when one of |* Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 

Say Echo, is not this the Gospel plan ? eral interpretations, and probably some of oar | their catechumens died without baptism, they | wondrous things out of thy law,” we reed 

The Gospel plan. srt yi like to . a ren state- | used to put a living person under the dead | with a spiritual discernment which we should 

: : : ment of the attempted explanations which | man’s bed, and asked whether he desired to |not erjoy but for our prayer. When the peo- 

eo ee dad pi et Agi i : thoughtful commentators have put forth, The |be baptized. The living man answering that {ple ot God go to the sanctuary pra;ing, ** It 

CT a dad Eey bei of the passage lies in the three words, | he did, they then baptized him in place of the | thy presence go not with us carry us not up 
“for the dead ;” and tho chiet part of the|dcparted.” This curious custom seems to| hence,” the presence of God goes with them 

Bat if a brother hates and treats me ill, difficulty centres in the word (Auper), which | have originated in the idea that baptism was |as it would not but lor their prayer. 
Must I fost him good, and love him will? our translators have rendered by the word |absolutely essential to sa!vation—or, at least,| * And this is the confidence wehave in him 

~ Lave him still. “tor,” To bring the matter. clearly before | that those would suffir punishment of some | that it we ask any thing according to his will 

If he my failings watches to reveal, those .of our friends who cannot read the kind at the time of the resurrection who had | he heareth us ; and if we koow that he hear 

Must I his fuults as carefully conceal ? Greek Testament, we must pen a few words | neglected to be baptized. It was thought by | us, whatsoever we ask, we koaw that wo have 

As carefully conceal. concerning the different meanings of this term | some of the so-called Fathers of the Church | the petitions we desired of him.” Aud here 

But if my namo and character he blast, (huper). It is worth bearing in mind that all | —St, Ambrose among the number—that this | we see the reason why we sometimes have so 

And cruel malice, too, a long time last ; words, originally, bad a physical or material | vicarious baptism existed from the earliest | littic power in prayer. Prayer is want seck- 

And if I sorrow and affliction know, meaning ; and this word Auper first significd | times, aud that St. Puul refers to it in the |ing relief from God.” It we have no wants, 

eH TOVES tO NAA UNTO my Cp OTwee; | 9ber or upon, exactly uuswetiog to the Latin| passage which we are now covsideriog. Lf no arguments, we have no power ib prayer; 
In this nvcommon, this peculiar case, word super; to the German word iber, and to 
Sweet Echo, say, must I still love and bless ? 

Stil love and bless. 

Sup : St. Paul did use the words in thut sense, be, | coming to tne throne of grace without a 
our Koglish word over. Que example of the jot course refers to the praciice as an argu. | burden , we go away without a blessing. 
use of the word in ite first or physical sense | mentum ad hominem ; and St. Ambrose thus Seca —— 

Whatever usage ill I may receive, will be sbfficient. Xenophon, speaking of | explains the argument :=+¢ The apostle” ad- Size of the Stars. . 
Must I be patient still, and still forgive ? : the sun, says, ** It Boe over (Auper) us and duces the example of those who were so se- Hab re i 

“Be patient still, and still forgive. our dwellings,” ravching out Irom this|cure of the future resurrection that they even How large are the stars, and are they alike, 

Why, Echo, how is this > thou’rt sure a dove, primary meaning, the word gets to mean, “4% | baptized for the dead, when by accident death | OF do they differ in size? lt used to be con- 

Thy voice shall teach me nothing else but love! the place ol,” oe instead of,” *‘ on account of” | had come unexpectedly, fearing that the un. jeotured that they are of somewhat similar : 

Nothing else but love. “ for ;"and it is this diversity of meaning | baptized might not rise, or rise to evil.” But wagoitude, presumably about as great us our 
ives 1-wid al iy Heart Shel be to, which renders it difficult to'urderstand in what | it seems much more likely that the words of rac 2 Pu Sirdate ot *pparen) £%e 

"Tis al! delightful, just, and good, I know; exact sense the apostle uses the phrase, “bap- | St. Paul gave rise to the strange practice of | are due » ferences ye — ut gen’ 

And now to practise I'll directly go. tized for the dead.” Theso prelimioary re- | vicarious baptism, than that the inspired nh OPER wal sate ok, Romcnsbroens-ding 
Directly go. marks will enable cyr readers to judge of the | tle should refer, with even partial aporoval, the smaller stars are the nearest to our sys- 

: different interpretations which have been given | to a practice for which there is no Scripture tem, this idea fell to the ground. A Germap 
Things being ms. V— sre ot this difficult passage. warrant, We conclude with the remark thas | computer bas now, however, calculated the ue- 

-y nr wb at A r— 1. An abcient commentator, called Epi- | the almost obvious meaning of the passage is | tus! dimensions of one particular star, and 
phanius, who lived in the fourth century sup-| (he corres one—uamely, ** What shall they finds that its mass is rather more toan three 

poses that St Paul was thiokiog of cosverts |do who are baptized instead of the dead, 1t | Himes tbat of the sun. The star in question 

who were baptized when not very far Irom the | the dead do not rise?’ As each new convert | ® less than the fourth magnitude—a compar- 

time of their death. * What shall they do|enters the baptismal waters, he thereby takes atively smali oue. What, then, must be the 

But after all those dutics I have done, who are baptized when death is close at hand?” | his place in the rank which has been thinned | 8i3® of the Birius and Aldebaran class 8 The 

Must I, in point ot merit them disown, Thais ioterpretation is favoured by Bungel|by death, that he, like the departed crowned | reason ui 1s selection for this determination 

And trust for heaven through Jesus’ blood alone? | among the moderns, who therefore fives to| warrior, may be **a good soldier of Jesus | Wis that it is one of the components of what 

Through Jesus’ blood alone. 

Henceforth I'll roll on Him my every care, 

And then both friend and foe embrace in prayer. 
Embrace in prayer, 

the above term the sense of near, close upon. | Christ.” may ** fight the good fight of faith, is called a binary system—two stars N—— 

Echo, enough, thy counsels to mi..e ear 2. As in the third and fourth centurics the laud lay hold upon eternal lite,” — Baptist about each other like the sun and planet —an 

Are sweeter than to flowers the dew-drop tear; practice wus sometimes adopted of baptizing Magasine. the motions of the members of such a eystem 

Thy wise instructive lessons please me well: persons near to the tombs of those who bad afford data for the computation. Toe star's 

I'll go and practise them. Farewell, farewell, sufterea death for the sake of Curist, the ? distance from us is a wmiilion and a quarter 

" Practise them. Farewell, farewell. words bave been translated, ** What shall Argument in Prayer, times that ot the earth from the sun, 80 that 

—— they do who are baptized over the graves of - light takes twenty years to trave! hither from 

| N the martyred dead?” But as it is very un-| * Ob,” exclaims Job, ** that I knew where it.—Oncea Week. 
Ae gous, likely thut any such practice existed so early | 1 might ficd him, that I might come even to ” 

RPS as the apostle’s time, this interpretation is not | his scat. I would order my speech before A very natural Mistake, 

For the Ghnstian Messenger. of much worth. him, and fill my mouth with arguments. 

- 8. Some understand the plural number “tbe | Prayer is petition; and petition is always| Not long since at a public dinner in one of 

Pen Sketches. —No. 10, dead.” 10 be uscd rhetorically for the singular, | backed up by arguments expressed or im- | our large midland towns, a Roman Catholic 

« the dead one,” and apply the words to Jesus | plied, Thus a child asks for bread; his|priest who was sitting not very lar from a 

Cbrist—** What shall they do who are bap- | implied argument is bunger. The Christian | ’rotestant clergyman, told the latter an amu- 

aii ; tized on account ot a once dead Saviour,” |asks for ** the bread that cometh down from | sing but significartincident, which ocourred to 

Possess several peculiarities which canvot all| 4 (Olshuusen translates the words thus— | heaven; bis argument is epiritual hunger. |one of his (the priest's) flock : A poor Irish 

be presented in ove short rticle, s0 the reader | .« y),q¢ ghall they gain who aro baptized for | The prayers of the Bible are characteristi- | Roman Catholic womsn bappened to enter a 

must be content with a " ugh sketch, & mere | ,1q auke of the dead io Christ 7" That is, the [cally argumentative, Such were the prayers | Ritualistic Church, naturally mistaking it for 

hmoiog of the character of a lew jealous the ** tulnsss” of believers may be made up ; |of Abrabam, of Jacob, of Joshua, of Daniel; [a Popish place of worship, Puzzled and per- 

POIeORa. % X or, as the English Prayer Book expresees it,|* Aad Abrabam drew near and said, Wilt |plex>d by what she saw and what she did not 

They have a strong desire to wonopolizeall “ that God may complete the number ot His |thou also destoy the righieous with the wick. | see, she came breathless and went in haste to 

the love and fuvor of their friends. Ls their | oot and hasten Hiskingdom.” It is thought ed? Peradventure there be fifty righteous the priest, exclaiming, * Oh yer Riverence, 

friend a winister ? be must be sureand pay the by those who give this interpretation that witbio tho city, wilt thou also destroy,|(I'm fairly bothered!” * Why, what's the 

most atiention to them, and in "eo way exhibit Re xi. 40 throws some amount of light {and pot spare the place for the fifty | matter?” ** Why, yer Riverence, I've just 

soy favouritism to any others. Such Press upon it: * God buviog provided some better righteous that are therein? That be far|been into a church and saw there the illigant | 

are generally very sspecions of stientions thing for us, that they without us should not | from thee to do after this manoer to slay the | altar, and the candles, and priests saying mass 

being paid to others, being apprehensive of | po ge pertect,” : righteous with the wicked, and that the right- | hut sorrow a dhrop of holy wather could I 
rivalship. There are those who aievery jea-| 5 Mpg generally received opinioa of the|eous should be us the wicked thut be far from | find, and when L asked for it, * Ob,’ said one, 
lous of their position. They wish to occupy passage is the one adopted by the judicious | thee, Shall not the Judge of all the earth do [+ we have no holy wather here! *No holy 

a prominent place and be consulted on every Dr. Doddridge—** What shall they do who are | right 7” The prayer ot Jacob, ‘when he|wather! says I, ¢ ab, then, ‘what is it yo are? 

A, i : baptised instead of thedead 1” That is, who | wrestled with the aogel of the covenant|ye spalpeens, ye'r decaven intirely !"— Eng- 

Others are very jeslous of their name, fear- a8 the ranks of Christians are thinned by |and prevailed, rested on the Divine taithtul. | lish Paper. 

ful of the least detamation, and very 00m gob gome forward to bo baptized in order (ness: ** I will not let thee go except thou bless 
angry it they are suspected of anything un-| 4; 4 pq (he place ot departed believers, [me !” thatis, with the blessing thou bast prom. Gentle utterance 

worihy of & good meme, Others ii Very J€a- | This meaning is paraphrased by the Doctor : [ised Abrabam and his seed after him ; for thou 

lous ot the Lord's cause. They feel the least |, gi ore our views and hopesas Christians; | bast said, All the land that thou seest, to thee| When a boy of fourteen, following a plow 
slight it réozives, mourn over its hindrauces, else, it it were not so, what should they do| will I give it, and to thy seed. Joshua rest. | drawn by oxen, our father said the reat day 

sud labour for-ta extension in the earth, Ll a7 0, baptized in token of their embracing | ed bis prayes on the Divine honor and glory : | ot work : ** Let us see who can talk lowest 
judge that from the heart they oan exolaim |) o Ow rictian tuith in the room of the dead,|* O Lord God, what shall I say ny ps to Buck and Bright; it isn't sound (hat 
with reference to Zion, » Lt | forget thee, O| op) org just fallen in the cause of Christ, |turneth their backs bolore their enemies ; for | makes the team go, but the understandin 

Jerpsalem, let my riget hand forges hee cun- but are yet supported by a succession of new [the Canaauites and the inhabitants of the land | that springs up between driver and team.”— 

bing. It 14a sol remember hen WW converts, who immediately offer themselves to | shall bear of it, and what wilt thou do unto |The thing was new toour oars. We had al- 

tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; i fill up their places, as ranks of soldiers that |thy great name ?" And so Daniel; “O Lord | ways heard the ** Woa, haw, Buck,” or the 

preler not Jerusalem Above my pe. JOY. =| ivance to the combat in the room of their | hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hearken and | Woa, haw, Bright,” given in tones of bawl- 

A tree gy ong " mses el regal companions who have just been slain in their [do ; for thy people snd thy city are culled by | iog only, and had grown to the belief that 

JearLouvs PERsons 

oT 'and tosd bh god's baal sight 7 21f the doctrine I oppose be true, and | thy name.” bawling was the coly way of driving. Bat 

! Eh angio pas TORN & A ) 1 nee | the dead are not raised at all, why are they| The efficacy of prayer bas been represented |a little experience on the low keys showed that 
1% ave espoused you to one hus Vi OBL vertheless, thus baptized in the room of the | by some as consisting in its effect upon the an ox dumb and slow as some call him, bad 
ved present you as a ohsste Virgin to dead, as cheerfully readyy at the peril of their | suppliant, preparing him to receive gratefully [not only » show of intellect, but also of the 

Christ. Jonx. lives, to keep up the cause of Jesus in the ings trom God. No doubt prayer has| proprieties of hisposition. Buck and Bright 
world »’ this influence upon us ; but so might this pre. | answered as readily at a few words quietly 

Spiritual comforts in times of trouble fre-| 6. It is curious that Dr. Alford, in his|paration be made by meditation, by musing on | spoken as to the many vociferated. 

quently come late; and often suddenly, when | Commentary, leaus to the idea that the apos- | the greatness and goodness of God, his con-| The above short lesson contains & moral 

nature bas given them up : ** Though it tarry, | tle is referring to what bas been termed vica- | dessension and compassion to sioners—indeed | which many parents aod teachers would do 

wait for it ; it will surely come.” rious baptism—the baptism of a living person [some have made their musings, especially their | well to consider and practice. 


