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dropped the name of ove of our ministers from.
its records. Here you bave nothing but faul
to find with the Association and the Visitor.
which shows that you wrote without sufficent in-
formation. '
The facts are these. for the last tfew months,
reports have been afloat cetrimental to the
character of the brother referred to. Tbeee re-
ports were spoken of privately at the Aesocia-
tion, by aggrieved parti~s and by some who felt
that the matter should be looked in to, and the
accused minister's character detended against
any untrue or malicious reports. He was sup-
posed to be a member of a small church in the.
country. Up to Saturday noon I heard of these -
things and meditated on what was necessapy, to '
be dene. ‘Iben ] met the Pastor and clerk o
that church, and enquin‘ed as to the standing o
this brother. They informed me that the church
bad excluded him some two or three mootbs
before, The letter frem that church said noth-
ing about this matter ; 1 do not know that any -
except the church itself knew that he had been
excluded, Some probably did. :
He might bave returned fiom bis present
home in a Western state, and epjoyed all the
privileges of a minister- in good standing, ir
most of the churches in this province. His
pame was on our minutes, and bad not the com
mittea who bad the publiishing ot the Minutes in
charge. known that be bad left the pfovince,”
his name would still bave stood upon our re-
cords, and we should bave been justly blamable
as a denomination, for upbolding a man who bad -
lost characcer among those who knew bim, and '
who had been excluded by the church of which
be had been a member. I will not pretend to
say what was wy duty under the circumstances. '
But this I did, after the opening of the Saturday
afternoon Session I moved the following : ;

« That-whereas certain reports are in circula- .
tion detrimental to the cbaracter of Rev.
and whereas we learn incidentaily that he bas
been excluded from the church of which he was
a memxber, therefore,— - ' '-

Resolved, That this matter be referred to the.
committee on special business, that they may As :
sertain what are the facts, and report to the as-
sociation what is best to be done,and the proper'
course to be pursued.” |

While this resolution was under considera-
tion, the pastor of the church refarred to came
in, and being called upon, tesuified that this
brotber had been excluded for various reasons
which he assigned.

My resolution was then objected to, on the
ground that we do now know officially that this
brother bas been excluded from the church .
Whereupon a Prof. in Acadia College arose,’
and read the following article from our constitu. -
tion : ':

“ Although we as an Association disclaim ali!
power over the churches, 8o far as raspects any |
interference with their independence and dis-'
cipline, yet we deem it our privilege to judge,
for ourselves of the propriety of continuing any

church or minister in our connection, which to!

us shall appear to be unecriptural in principlei

or irregulsr in practice. .|

In order however that we may not withdraw
our fellowship without sufficient reason from
any cburch or minister, against whom a com-!
plaiot is made by tried members of this body, !
it shall be the duty of this*Association, to ap-!
point a committee. to investigate the points of
complaint, and report the result of their en-:
quiries, to the Association that they may decide
as duty sball appear.”

(Here let me observe, this article is the same
as the one found in the minutes of the 1st ses-
sion ot our Western Association held 1848.)

Then the N. S. Professor moved the resolu-’
tion to which you object. Mine was with-
drawn, and bis adopted. The committee
brougbt in their report as you bave published
Aud then it was moved, that for this reason, the'
pame of this brother be dropped from .the
Minutes, and not simply for the reason that he
bad left the Province. But you seem to tdke .
pleasure in finding an opportunity to twit the ;
Visitor and Association with the fact that no:
Council was called in this case. You seem to
be uomindful, that in another column, on the
same page of your paper, “ C” tells you of a
resolation on the subject of courcils, moved by
Bro. Todd and afterwards withdrawn., That
resolution was moved with direct reference to
this case. We believed that this church should

have called & council tefore proceeding to with-
draw felowship. The merits and demerits of
the case should bave been fully considered, and |
then the disciplinary action of the ~ebyrch,
would bave carried with it that weight ‘which
the case demanded. The Brother would bave
been innocent and acquitted,or found guilty, and
deposed from the ministry as well as excluded
from the church. ' ‘Such - disciplinary ‘action
would have followed the brother wberever he
went, and either led to repentance and reforma-
tion, or saved others from being deceived “by

bim. But when we brought in a reselatioa'to
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give advise to our 'churches (and this is all | feared ?  Is be authorized to declare the feel-
Associations and Councils either can do) in |ings of the Association, or of those who seem

such’cases of discipline, we must, in deference pledged to upbold that paper, at all hazards?

to the feelings of our N, 8., brethren withdraw
it ; and for this deference and respect, all the| g,y this,

or is he merely expressing hisown views and
feelings ? 1 am surprised that Bro. W. shouid
He kvew that the course taken by

thanks we receive is a taunt in the Messenger {the Christian Messenger, and the polity which 1t
for our silence on the subject of councils in this |advocated in a certain cuse, avd upbeld with

case of discipline.

il its power and influence, were objectionable,
particularly the latter, as introducing among us

But dear Bro. I bave not done with brother | ., element of strife and contusion, and as tend-

Todds resolution. “ C,” says it was ** artfully | ing to disunion.and disintegration.

But he now

prepared, and it is not likely it was anulac- tells us that discvssion oo the Christian Messen-

tured at Sackville,” He throws out the icsinu-
ation that it was * quasi-P’resbyterian,” that it

ger was ot feared, as 1 alleged ; thus implying
that, in bis view, the conduct and polity ot that

% required ” the church to call a council, and | position was impregnable, and could wnot, suc-

“ bound ” it to an acceptance of its decision.

That resolution bas been publisted in the
Will you, if you bave not already,

Visitor.

cessfully, be assailed! And jyet, when baitle
was offered and urged, it was persistently ebut
out, and rendered inipossible by those whbo bad
o fear for the object ol assauit! How fear-

publish it in the Messenger, that your readers | Jess !

may judge for themselves whetber it possesses : :
It was com- |2 review of the facts connected with the case

all .these reprebensible qualities.
posed in Bro. Todd’s house in Sackville ‘after

Notwithstanding what Bro. W. says, 1 think

wiil show that the statement ot which he com-
plains is correct, On Saturday alternocn, in

the opening of the Association, and bad direct! Committee of Nomination and Arrangement,

reference to this very case of discipline.

1t was | Rev. N, Videto and myself laboured earnestly

shown to me before it was presented to the As-| 'O preveat the nomination c¢f a commitiee on

sociation, at the very time I was talking about
the conduct of this church. 7Tbat the writer,| of one.

the Christian Messenger, but were overruled,
such committee being appointed by a majority
It was by being somewhat oblivious ot

and all who bad anything to do with it thought [ modesty that I succeeded in getting Bro. Videto

of tbe conduct of arother church, and kopew
that the Association would think of that church

when it was moved, I doubt not. But what of

and mysclt put oa this latier committee.  Wiih
this committee we could npot meet, 8s, at the
hour appointed for its meeting, the 1), Mission-
ary Board was in sestion on important business,

that, if it were true and righteous, and made|which we, as members of the Board, felt we

no vokind referencés to any Church, why should | could not-veglect.
it be thought (o possess such an unfavorable

character.

The report on the Christian
Messenger was prepared without our views
baving been heard by the committee, or our
concurrence asked. When released trom the

Will you please to compare it with the 4th| Board, I sought cut the Chairman of the com-
article, part second, of our Articles ot Faith, It |mittee; and, on enquiry as to the meeting,

I mistake not they are identical in sentiment.

But let your réaders see and judge for them-
selves, A

learped that at the apponted hour the brethren
werc not present ; that subsequently he had seen
a member of the Committee, and that a majority
bad agreed to the report. 1 asked to see this

Please do not interpret our silence and our |Tepoit, and, on recding it, ‘Olld the Chairman,
kind respect and deference to the wishes of our i cogld pet agree 1o it-—IThat 1 musl Oppee .

N. S., brethren, as an endorsement by us, of

the committee to-
This was on Tuesday morning.  Noth.

No offer was made to call
gether,

the action of any church, who baving an im- Ing now seemed left but to oppose the report

portant case of discipline to attend to, especially

when presented, and endeavor to preveot 18

with a minister, shall eitber refuse or neglect to | 2cveptance ; and, though pressed ty circum-

call a council to consider the case;or who,
after being advised by a wise and judicious
council, shall neglect, or refuse to respect that
advice, ;

Please excuse the length of this article, It is
unavoidable, 1 did not wish to write, but duty
demanded. Let us all thiok, act, pray, and
labor for peace, unity, truth,

Your Brother.
E. C. Capy,

(From the Christian Visitor.)
Letter from Rev. Geo, Armstrong.

REvV. 1. WALLACE AND THE WESTERN AsSsSO-
CIATION, Nova ScoTiA,

ln my communication, some weeks since, rela-
ting to the proceedings at the above Association,
1 s?'d that the ** report on the Ch. Messenger was
rushed through in hot haste, and without allow-
ing brethren an opportunity to show that the
Christian Messenger deserves not the commenda-
tion of the Baptists of Nova Scotia, The bon-
est expression of disapproval was feared, and it
was determined, it would seem, that all discus-
sion on that paper must be sbhut out; and that
determination was persistently carried out. And
it is with regret that we must add—The Moder-
ator gave the weight and influence ot his posi-
tion n that direction,” This representation is
very distasteful to some. Bro. Wallace thinks
I have misapprebended the motives and conduct
of my brethren, and that, consequently, 1 .ave
made a misstatement regarding the manner in
which the report on the C kristian Messenger
was passed by the Association. Isaw and heard
all, acd do not require Bro. W. to integpret for
me language and conduct that were plain, direct,
and forcible enough to make themselves deeply
felt. 1 understand stopping to mean stopping,
a shutting of the door not to mean opening it,
and a relusal to bear, as expressing delermina-
tion pot to hear, I have alYthe light that Bro,
W. bas given ; but my view of the matter, to
which be reters, is unchanged. It may, indeed
be true that “ my statement reflects not a little
on the christian deportment of the W, Associa-
tion, as also on the conduct of the Moderator ;”
and Bro. W. may feel it needful to justify that
comduct: but it will, I think, be very difficult

stances to return heme immediately, we re-
solved to attend the aiternoon session for the
above purpose. This was known to the Mode:-
ator ; for Bro. Videto went and requested bim
to call in the report on the Christian Messengyer
as soon as possible, in order tbat expression
might be given to our views o the subject,
The report, however, was not presented till just
before the vote of thanks to the pcople at Free-
port was proposed. W ben the report was read
by the Chairman, a motion to accept was made
and seconded. p

‘The Moderator declares that he deliberately
and respecttully eaid : * Brethren, bave you any
remarks to make on this report?’ No doubt,
the Moderator believes that remarks were called
for ; but parties who were paying special atten-
tion to the proceedingssay that noremarks were
called for. 1do not recclleet that such a call
was wade. DBut supposing tbat ic was, the pause
that ensued before putting the question was short
—1 thought verysbort., Had a person jumped
up immediately, be would, no doubt, have been
,in time. But, as I supposed speeches in favor of
the report would be made, and especially as |
expected another brotber to speak before me,in
opposition to it, 1did not rise as quickly as ]
wight, or as 1 would bave, had 1 supposed thas
the question would be put so suddenly, or that
a few seconds delay in rising would be taken
advantage of to prevent discussion on an im.
| portant sabject. But, without the question
being called tor, and without the Moderator
asking, * Gentlemen are you ready for the ques-
tion ?” or the least intimation given that he was
going to put the question, greatly to my surprise
be put the question. Iimmediately arose, while
the A yes were being given, and defore the Nays
were, or could be, called for, and expressed my
surprise that the question was put so suddenly,
and declared my earnest desire to speak ; Bro,
Videto also expressed himself to the same eflect
The Moderator refused us the privilege, and,
though we urged, be persistently refused to hear
us, and earnestly called on the Association to
sustain bim in this position ;and the Association
sustained him ; and with this result the Modera-
tor did not fail to express Limself pleased,—
Subsequently, the Nays were calied for and the
vote declared as in favor of adopting the report,
Observe this: though up before the vote, so sud-
denly and unexpectedly put, was completed, we
were at every altempt refused a hearing ; and
thus was discussion sbut out-—persistently and
effectually shut out—by a rigid adberence to a
Parliamentary rule of order, or what the Mode-

to show, that under the circumstances, that con- | rator regarded assuch. The report was carried

duct resulted from, or barmonized
courtesy and brotherly love,

with christian
Bro. W. says:

straight through, in spite of remonstrance ; noth-
ing wae permitted to hinder it; even christian

“ Discussion on the Christian Messenger was | courtesy and biotherly love were, it would ap-

feared, thou:h not for the reason implied in

pear, forgotten, or deemed of secondary import-

Bro. A.'s remarks; it was only feared that, as | ance as compared with a rule of order, or the

at (yasperéaux, the cause of the Redeemer | interests of the Christian Messenger.

might be wounded.” It is well to have a ten-

1 bave no
desire to wound the feelings of Bro. Wallace, or

der and jealous regard for the cause of Christ|those of otber brethren ; but they must not be

—as 1 su
well in

0. W. bas; and that he meant | surprised if bretbren treated as Bro, V. and
wourse be pursued. 1 hope others, | myself have been treated should feel agg:ieved,

whom he would not bear; have the same regard, | and express their disapproval as we bave none.

and would not williogly or wantqoly woand the |

cause of But it is wel

to remember |and fairly

Bn‘m WQNON i‘i‘"
to Bro. Yidito: *

’ ..idg ﬁlnkl’
ve a reconside,

that, while the Divide éause, which we profess | ration of tf:i- %nmion. apd you will then be in

to love, is
sion. ., chz all ‘bl

love.” . Bat bow dimmg;q.

¢ussion o0 the essenger was D

()
‘
~
X

wounded by ‘discussion, it | order to speak
i also sometimes wounded by preventing discus: | just éause’of

~~thus, by this offer, remc'v‘in%

domsplaint,

: dscu . But' a listle ttoab
uucw ‘will suffice to show that this'“ frank and fair”
, koow E,qu(yng&r& .doubt, waell meant, bad.no

wvalue, bt to move a reconsideration

paper were all right—met his approval ; thatits 9

'belengs only to those voting in the majority, Bro
Videto and myself, being in the minoruy, would
“have been wholly out of order, had either of us
'made such a motion ; and the Moderator himself
' was clearly out of order in making us the offer,
' Had such a uwiotion been made by those votin
in the majority, it would bave been in order, amgi
| would, perbaps, bave afforded us an opportunity
to speak, the’ with but little prospect of success;
for the thing we wizhed to prevent bad been
done. And it is often difficult, it not impossible
to induce a public body like an Association to

iteelf by, it may be, an inconsiderate or basty
vote. But no ruch motion was made from that
varter. Hence the conclusion was forced vpon
us that there existed, in the body, a deterwina-
tion to keep the door closed against us. 1 think
the attentive and unprejudiced reader will now
perceive that my statement is correct ; that the
report on the Christian Messenger was hurried
throogh ; that brethren, taken by surprise at the
suddenness with which the question was put,de-
sired and urged to be heard, but were not al-
lowed to speak ; that the ruling of the Mcdera-
tor and the action of the Association were alike
adverse to tbeir speaking ; that thus discussion
wag completely shat out ; and that no subsequent
action ot the body gave us the opportunity we
desired. Yours, respectfully,
GEORGE ARMSTRONG.
Bridgetown, N. S., Aug. 5, 1868,

P. 8.—As the Christian Messenger has pub-
lisbed what it regards as a * vindication of the
bretbren composing the N. 8. Western Associa-
tion,” and pronounces i* a * refutation’’ of my
statement, which it characterizes as ¢‘ highly.
disrespectful to the whole body,’’ 1 take this op-
portunity to ask the Editor of the Christian Mes-
senger 10 do me the justice to publish my reply
to Bro. Wallace’s communication. Truth ap-
pears sometimes very disrespectiul, but always
bouest, earncst; and fearless of consequences —
‘She speaksright on—fearless, though surrounded
by adverse circumstances, and forsaken, or left
unsupported by ber professed or timid friends ;
and though seemingly defeated, yet unconquered
and unconquerable, sh> will in due time come
forth in surpassing beauty and power, and op-
position slLall flee belore her as mists before the
rising sun. However offensive, my statement
cannot ba refuted, unless truth bas deserted her,
pature and fact has turned into nonenity. The
Christian Messenger says of the Moderator’s
communication : * The above will, doubtless,
be thaukfully endorsed by every member cf the
Association—except perhaps, Bro. A. and ano-
tber -brother.” :

Notwithstanding the Messenger’s endorsement
aond the one it seemingly volunteers for every
member of the Western Association, except
“Bro. A. and another brother,” I believe that,in
addition to “ Bro. A. and another brother”
(Rev: N. Videto), several other members of the
Association would thankfully endorse ueither
the * action” nor its * vindication.” G. A.

For the Christian Messenger.

VALEDICTORY.

ADDRESS OF THE GRANVILLE STREET Bap-
T18ST CHURCH T0 THE REV. A, F. PORTER.
Dear Brother,—
The time Las nearly come when you expect to
leave your native country for New Zealand.

and friends, and from ve to find a home among
strangers. We cannot allow you to part frem

chbristian love for your selt and Mrs. Porter.

We bave enjoyed your acquaintance in the
house of God. Our attackment for you and
sister Porter has iocreased since you became
members with us, We bave felt that ycu have
been, since that relation was formed wholly
identified with us in our labors, joys and trials.

As you have given us sympathy in affliction.
May the Lord always give you the like blessings
when in tiouble, The prospect of a final
separation makes us sad, but it is not final,
We hope to meet where parting is unknown,

We rejoice with you in the prospect that you
have of being able to resume your labors
in the ministry favored as you expect to be with
a genial climate in your future home.

It was, we know, a great trial (o you to be
compelled to terminate your pastoral labors, in
which you bad been engaged for some years
with pleasure and success.

We would recognize the hand of God in the
failure of your health in our severe climate,
and in the drawings of your soul to seek a more
favorable one, where you may be able to con-
tinue the preaching of the gospel.

Altbough for a time  engaged in secular em-
ployment you bave evioced your love for the
work of the ministry, by engaging as far as
your bealth would permit, in preaching the
gospel. . . :

. It is our prayer that your fondly cherished
bopes may be realized, that you may give your-
sel( wholly to the work of the ministry in New
ealand, , apd  win many preciovs souls. te
brist.. 1{ this shall be the case, this sad part-
ing will be a matter of eternal rejoicing.
May the Lord preserve your life,and the,lives

of your family, and hring you safely to your
future home. We pledge ourselves not to forget

reveree an opinion to which it has just committed _

You are about to separate from your relatives

us, without an expression of our esteem acd

you
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