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. the Church ot Christ, as to the individual chris- 0':‘“'1’0“‘"' ) _"h:’l"e ﬂ.'o_"“{ 18 hunvhnngc-able; God. wilh be th
: g . whose grace 18 allsuflicient; whose mercy en- will be the me i )
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For the Christian Messenger. ' | no room for claims of soperiority of rank, or has sufficed to overthrow Goliaf-b; The- - Emali-

'station—no room for the sxercise of priestl the means b nl
{Published by request of the Central Baptist Asso. & ey e i TR oreai Yt SRl betred o soGgnes

) power, or ,thaeﬂamhitipus lust for distinction, so the power of Him who employed them. In
; | cleatly seen in men of the world, who seekiheir _all time the church bas been sufficient for the
| portion in this life. Here each must sit down church, truth has been sufficient to truth.

Intreductory Sermon : : : - .
y . et -at '!be Master’s fegt, owning kim Lord, and Eloquence and enthusiasm have not -done so
PREACHED BEFORE THE CENTRAL BAPTIST vieing only who best may avgment his praise by much for this sacred cause, as the modest virtues,

ABBOCIATION AT GASPEKREAUX, MONDAY humt!le, earnest, and sv.ff-denying ¢fforts in his the uniform activity, and the patient prayers
MORNING JENER 15TH, 1868, BY REv. service. Here pride and passion must nét enter, of thousands of believers whose names are urn-
STEPHEN MAROH, nor hate and strite find a -place, but love and know.”® These virtues, activity and prayers
e R N R watl'.r m(!lzst shine and glow in every face and derived all their vitaliy from the fact that these
‘ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and thrill an ladden every heart. It is the re- believers were i with i :

in the power of His might.,” Ephesians vi. 10, ‘ £ f i o ol R

; ~cognition of this delightful relation, which fills were so many tokens of their recognition of, and
The inspired Apostle, has set forth in this the bearts of God's people with joy, and forms participation in his * saving strength,” And

epistle, with remerkable clearness, the funda- @ bond of union between the holy and blessed even those whose names come ‘down to us laden
meotal doctrines of the Christian faith : dwells ' ®! €¥erY land and age,—between-the church on with epiritual and holy fragrance from the
. # ; ' " earth and that in Peaven, 'chambers of ecclesiastical greatpess, were men
ing with cbaracteristic.delight upon those which |

' : 20d. It admonishes them as to the source of who derived their power and their success trom
relate to the sovereignty of God, and His their stength. “ Be strong in the Lord.” From looking constantly and earnest!lyto God as the

eternal purposes of grace' towards mankind,— | 'be beginning christiang havo been a feeble” author and fountain of all their usetulness, and
His electing love,~His redeeming mercy,—His band, **a “'llt;‘ ﬂo&rk,’]’ baving neither secular the source ofall ‘heir joy——men who had * power

takva tail ; : : oA » . : g v :
regenerating power. and His preserviog And ower nor riches to distinguish them, or give with God,” and theretore * prevailed.” Their

. . . weight either to their doctrines or practices. greatuly consisted less in their learning or their
sanctifying goodness, And here.aiso the duties' Jnder such ¢ircumstanses 1t would not be sor- weaithyor their influential position in society,

and privilegesof the Christian life ate delineated prising to find that opposition and persecution than in their faith in God, their confidence in
and enforced with matehless skill and precuion.l would tend to discourage them, and hinder them Christ Jesus, their unitorm reliance upon the
Not content with presenting a general view from making alg preat advance, But the Holy Spirit, and their frequent and constant

' s ~  Apostle here in effect reminds them, that weak communion with God in prayer. And my
merely, of these duties, he enters into detail -

v a8 they are in themselves, they may have resort brethien, just in the ffoportion in which we
and specifically shows their relation as well to to a power that is invincible ; one whose arm is posse's their faith, and cherish their arir'u of

oly trust in the power, love, and faithfulness of

' ‘ s ., duretb ior ever, and who is able to deliver them securing these benefits and results, and in pro-
partwents of social, domestic, and religious lite,

_ trom all their foes. * He giveth power to the moting the Kingdow of our Divine Saviour in

Nor bas be failed in correctly estimating, on the faint and to them that have no might He in- the earth.’ Nothing but this will ensure it.

one hand, the force of thuse temptations and crenseth strength,” EHe invests the poor of this Possessing this we shall be gladdened and en-

diflculiiés with WEE Shriiais hte continually world with * durable riches and righteousness, couraged by the presenc @_ol the Lord among

basel, by wiich thelt siurage and out ot weakners maketh Hig children ua, It is His presence which nerves the arm of
t, )

. aal AL ; .
: s liable to be‘llr(‘np,so that they wax valiant in fight, and put the ‘most bumble disciple of Jesvs to do and
weakened, and their enerpy deonoyed@; nor, on | to f};ght the armies ol the aliens, And be here dare in his cause, this encourages his heart, and

the other hand, that sell-consciousness of un- mofft earnesily seeks 10 arouse them to place supports him when most inchined to despond-

. » . ¥ . : l. \ 1 b 1t 1 H - g VY e \ » 1 1
worthiness and iusufficiency which is begouen"h“r trust in Ejm, and confiding in His faith- ency—this leads bim trivmpbantly to bear the
(fulness and power press forward in the woik cross, and gloriously to achieve the conquest,

- . : 0 whereunto they ‘were called, cand whilst woder the full consciousness ol his
and responsibility of the duties which are im-| 8l ‘I'bis admonition ‘implies that christians own persenal weaknesses, helps him to say, * |

posed. But taking these into full consideration, are never‘lbelesu, liable to lose sight of the prine cen do all things thiough Christ who strength-
and addiug thereto the strength, vigilance, and *0vree of their strength ; and to depend for suc- encth me.” :

R .. cess upon human agencies and instrum ‘his | “ - Hosts. —
melignity of the forces of evil, the principali o 3 y d instruments  This Strong in the Lord of Hosts,

. i 2 o ¥ hiability has manitested itselt in all ages of the And in His mighty power,
ties, and powers, and spiritual wickegness in' ghureh’s history,  Forgetiing that success and ‘I he man who in the Saviour trusts

"
high places, by which they are coustantly as. deliverance come alone trom God, tley have 18 mors shan svuqueror”
““,_.d‘.._hu lueka to Tl“)’ them torward to the looked around tor human aale-g'mrde,amlsongh Havmg noticed the llv‘]t)nctlon let us now pass
i A ; = to entrench 11 emselves bebind worldly influen- on to consider, :
conflict. Lilting up bisvoice with \he war-cry on

bis T i S ¢ Yl (ces, and state authority ; and by the aid of |* 1l..Certain respects in which we may rcyan"l' i
iis lips, an1 with the bravery for which he is

: elaborate machinery and extensive operations as pecutiarly applicable to ourselves,
justly distinguished in his heart, he pointsthem -to increas: thew nuwmbers and their influence in!| 13t We ma) regard it as appliceble to us«in

at once to The source of their might, and 1o 7'/‘3' the world,  But wy brethren © What fellowship "relation to our farh  Let us * be strong” in
< -‘ . % & . . : . " i ® g » .! . J > e
pledge of théir triumph, exclsivarg, * Finally, bath light with darkness ? and “wbat unity can our faith * in the Lord” It will be freely’ad

¢ : ' there be between the world and the church ? or mitted that taith is an essential element in the
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the | yhar concord between Christ and Belial ? They christian-characier, without it the ehristian can-
power of Llis might,”- Never did warrior dis-'are diamerically opposed the one to the other ; not exist,—* without faith it is impossible to

play a greater courage, or a nobler heroism, as and tberefore cannot work harmoniously. Now please God.”. ¢ Nuw faith is a moral fact which
he urged on his gallant hosts to conquest againg' ‘ let it not be imagined that we disparage or un- takes place in-wan: It s founded in and rests

dly | b S | ‘Jervalue the use of means and instruments; far upon Ghiist Jesus alone.  When in exercise,
'00".5 dfﬁﬂ y loe, ~‘\ an this * soldier of Jesus | atherwise, we would have them abundantly ew- for it is an ojeravive principle, it serves to die-
Christ” displays, as he leads out the bosts of thﬁ';plo, ed, and would urge that they be ot the best cover to the sounl the most subhme spiritual

Lord's anwointéd against the more subtile, dan. ' and most approved quality, that can ]masibl) be truths, and turiishes the hand by which men
gerous, and cruel enemies, who seek to impede'“b'”"‘”d' But we must not forget that neither s iz the wonduiiul stories of rpinitual treasure
J '

: biod . | d}lhe welfare of the cherch nor the triumph ot which are presented to them in the Gospel. It
their advance, binder their uselulness, and' .\ on the one hand; nor the overthrow of is the chanm! threugh which God communi-

destroy their peace ; and never were words bet: | Satan's kingdom on the othes, can be achieved® cates the choicest blessings ot His grace, and is
ter adapted to arouse all the la‘ent powers aud tby any human means or agencivs aloue.\howeve'r ¥0 rﬂ'ec}tw and l.r«'vqlx-lxt. with God, lhat.be will
energics of thosd to whom they are addiessed, ' powertul or eﬂﬂ;'”w in themselves. God hiw- withhold vothwy which it desires. It i8 most
. : : " self declares ** Not by might, nor by pcwer, but daring in its achievements, wost blessed in itg
and to combine, barmonize, and direct their |y, my Spirit, saith the Lord” And let it be|iofl iences. and vis e¢ffccts are constant avd en.
action, even under the wmost adverse circum=!|gbserved that whenever, and wherever this de- ' during. It bas wrought many a roble work for
stances, : claration bas been lost sight of, and prefessed ' Gotl.; overcome the most insurmountable .diﬂi
And may we'not, my brethren, invite you to christians have depended upon theirown efforte, ;,‘;'rul ies, dissotvedinuumerable doubts, vanquished
: ; ‘ Yl or talents, or learning,or ifluence in the world ; its mighiiest tovs, and urged i's way onward to

an attentive consideratiod of this passage, and

ik the church has speedily lapsed into either Cere- the most glorious triumphs, 1t binds the soul to
endeavor to elicit theretrom a few thoughts that | yionialism or Rationalsm, Hler real furée has Jesus by indissoluble bands  Litts its posses-
may, by God's blessing, be rendered both inte.|abated, her woral eneigy has been desiroyed. | sor up into tetlowship with God, and avails it-

restiug and profi:able to us on the present occa- Aud the result bas been that the crucifix has selt of ail the resouices of His Providence, '1is
sion, assembled as we are this day, in solemn taken the place of the cross of Chriw, &ll‘”"‘h“““ power, and ths boundless love,—nay, it
' ’ '

: il reason has usurped the throne of God Himselt, | beholds all thewe in barmonious operation to
convocation, from the several localities and | ‘I'he one has issued in Idolatry, and the other in [further the inierests of those whose hearts are
churches comprised within the limits of this lufidelity, The chureh has declined ; ber sun [iofluenced thereby Lo reaches torward o the

Association and elsewhere? And may the has become eclipsed; her glory has become lv.ulurre..aud pro-pectively sees all ity dvsi.rea ful-
Diskia: fhiklits saaataadte Sbiri il di tarnished ; and the encmies of God and truth filled, its work accomplished, and wan's glory
: :\'nue P:;' ¥ ; i T ,": ': . :w '(; have lor a season seemed to trivmph, And so|begun, It bears him peacefully through a sea
ations; and enrich our souls with strength an

it must ever ho when the creature i3 regarded of; troubles, & tempest 0! cares, and a world of
wisdom for the duties aud couflicts which lie | as adrquate to the uccomplishm-ut of that which  tod and bitier disapjomniment to the regions ol
before us.

the Creator alone can pertorm. e the face oi this hap[\im;ss and rest eternal. How emivently
: : fact we see the lorce of the injunction of the [desirable then, it 15 that we porsess and cberish
Let us lbnn,‘ in fhc /i.nl place, briefly ldve-rt text, ** Ba'sirong in the Lord.” = | e until it shall become “be ruling principle ot
to the Apostolie injunction, and secondly, point| 4 This language suggests that important | our lives Let us seck in a bigher degree and
out certain respects in which it is peculiar'y ap~ benefits and vesults wili fullow a compliunce |[in larger measure to be strong o taith, giving
plicable to ourselves, with this admovition. | glory unto God
‘ : ‘ : N And is not this thought abundantly illustrated “ Faith is the polur star
v ‘ )
l, The Apostolw. lnjuncno_n".' ' Fivally, my in the bistory of the church of Christ? Has Thut guices the Curistian’s way,
brethren, be strong in the Lord. it not been manifest that thos who bave grasped ll)arcctT s wannerm,.'J from afar,
& ; k- : To realms ot cudless day ;
1st, It is interesting to uburva that l.l s ad- 1he idea o! the Apostle, and have soughe tor 1t pajnts thy course Where'cr he rosm,
dressed (o the ** brethren.” 'This expression sug- ,“";".l-"h 5'“:;“ from :10“-, b‘:;‘ b‘;“'" "h'"‘(‘;‘ﬂ “i\ud .-afe;y'leml-- the pnulrlm home,
. : A i+l and bave * done exploits,” * Ooe has chased a L 18 the bright triumphal arch,
g.e.ts‘ - u|u t.he 'ML ‘,b.,t tb:": i Llul'r_."d :)n thousand, and two lmv'e put ten  thousand Through which the saints to glory march.”
tasie re "‘""f sunemting Detwasn all 1ree De-jyg flight,” Indeed, all the warked epochsin| 9nd, Conmd.r i in respect-to Ductrine. Let
lievers in Christ Jesus; they are integral parts her history are traceabls to the firmuess and | g v ba strong” 10 he doctring * ol the Lord.”
of one great family, recognizing and rejoicing | fidelity with which she has clung 1o, and sought | It is one of our disinciive peculiarities as a de-
in their beavenly Father's love, and uberishin“]i ‘2:’.:0(;“:.%,:,‘:”3#““’ liwgr;’ :.l.'.‘.'fo:;g' f “:]“ n';rg; nomination, hat n “m”mhb'ufl faith, we 0:"
J . . : g ! 'U gelical ple ' ) reedo recognize no an h ey as oin g upon the
tow.urdl ff;«_.b ot.hortbe sywpathies andlﬂeclwm.”h“wu. thought and acticm which at proeent|conscience, othe: ban that of Cbriol,pnnd o
which distinguieh the closest and most eacred | obtains,—the enlightened and progressive spiril inspired  Aposiios, 48" revealed in the Divine
relations of domestic life, It was our Lord him-l ol the age,~—and the rapid and' glorious accee-| Word and. interpreted under the guidance ani
self who said “ One is your Master; even':;on:.thatc:l;w.nl'o?‘ ‘:)ml? tv(:ar‘l.m:l'l l:fbe;; ml:;iﬂ in;vructionLot lin-’ ll&ly hS,'ulirh.dconcarniug
. " : ? 16 pany elievers, W | whom our Lord sud, * He shall guide you into
("h“’" and '"_ ’.0 we brelbren. Aud this rela- | powerful.those become who look for success|ali trath” tor * he shali 1ake of mine, a’md shall
tion was strikingly manifested by the early alone to God. A celobrated wiiter, beautituily |ghow it unto you ' I support ol this principle
churches, and perhaps by none more eo than by remarks, that ¢ God has appeared disposed 10 |our predecessors have stood forth as the most
the church at Ephesus. Brotherly love ex- ﬁ“:l:blﬁ“l;ﬂ:';;'. "‘;;—;‘s'l|:8u“:“l::;gll::b '?ll;in::ak.l ear'ne;t advoca ;.« the um.it. unwavering ;nd
o : : N a . . | nuss, as chose : Ol | ge.t~abnegatiog detenders.  To maintainac they
h‘b“‘d. l'“l‘: n thell' 'n‘?r‘;our.‘ 'lth Olcb 'ha wo.ld to cou'ound [he wisn, &l)d '\‘Ublu h.ve entoun'ered the ﬁ,rc“.' oppmi”on’ .he
other, in their mutual labors, prayers, and sac- things to confound the strong, vile things, and | most wali_nant ba red, the most cruel and tor-
rifices for God's glory. Nor should this relltionitbin;p despised, yea and things that are not | rurous impris inillenis ; and the hortest fires of
be lost sight of in our own time. It is highly :::'bru;?otuo !l::)ug_h: tha lbmx:i lnlutri::::" ‘Ilt; per_._eculioi;, have |h:.n nmll(;ad l:o. dc‘:.moy tll;eir
. . N i Into  cowpeiitio ! Ou fwritings, ther v Hoonee and their lives, ut,
important still, that those who e Cb"'""“'ipovgr!y. wisdons and ignorance, philosphy and | (hank God, B .| - siili survive, and by the
should not fail toregard each other with peculiar | rusticity, but overty, rusticity. and ignorance, | power and teua iy with which they adhere to,
tendernces, as comprising so man poniquo oli huve.con.quere . From time to time He has called | gnd propagate s principle, are at this hour,
. . ; ‘ u-nmmdj‘ul to His aid genivsand power,and permitted them making themselives felt in all ranks of society
that in this relation each 18 00 an equal looting to operate in his work ; but when He bas 50 | e v
with the other. Among christians there ¢can be willed it, the sling of the young Son of Jesse | # Prof, Vinet.
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throughout Christendom. Avd my bretbren
let us emulate the noble example of those who
have preceded vs ; from the maintenance of this
 principle let us never swerve, nor be betrayed
' into any, even the least ‘departure from the
“teachings of our Great + Head,” our only Law
|giver.”” But whatever He has tau bt, let us
' bold fast firmly, rigidiy, unmoved by any iu-
fluence either from without, or trom within.
Nor let us manifest our weakr ess, or our folly,
by endeavoring to be wise above that which is
written ; and thus lay ourselves open to the
charge of * adding to"’ God’s word, Dut ever-
more let us be strong in our determination to
stand up for truth and righteousness, true to
our real mission, let us continue to fight azainst
the world, the flesh, and the devil, in whatever
forms they may assail us ; and * whensoever the
first sanctions practices, the second indu'gences,
and the third tendencies which are contrary to
revealed truth, and to Chrisi's gospel, let no
pusillanimous alarms about bigotry and in-
‘olerance tewapt us to a vile neutrality, or a
base indifference, Truth can be uncharitatle
only to falsehood ; and prioviple intolerant only
roto expediency, and therefore in denouuncing
what Christ Hath condemned, and upholdin

what the~Divine Word hath proclaimed, there
can be no real uucharitableness towards men.
On the contrary, the truly uncharitable are
those who leave men to perish im their sins
rather than rick offending theirpride,  Against
this beartless compromise of truth and prin.
ciple, for the sake of a false charity, and a
fictitious liberalism, God and nature, reason and
revelation loudly and perpetually exclaim.*
The doctrine of Christ is as immuiable as him-
self, and is cons quently designed to i fluence
the conduct, and the lives of Ilis tollowers,
throughout all time,  Founded upon tkLis, they
will be proof against every assault, and ad. quate
to stand the most trying ordeal, and come torth

this, our faith will increase, and our works will
abound Thus shell we now fully camprebend
i's ‘meaning, realize its sublimity aund rejoice
in ite sufliciency,  And just so far as this doc
trine is illustrated in our lives, enforced by out
instructions, and becomes the basis of our
action, in all our relations, will men be led to
‘| see and feel its vasi importance, and be con-
stramned ‘‘to believe being astonished at the
doctrine of the Lord.”

‘*‘ His doctrine is almighty love, <
There s virtue in His name

' To turn the raven to a dove,
The lion to a lamb.”

8rd. We may consider this injunction as ap-
plicable to ourselves in“relation to the cultiva.
tion and maintenance of Holiness of character
and Life. Holiness, as concerns its diguity, is a
theme which descends from the loftiest pincacle
of uncreated perfection, down to the utmost
limit ot finite reason, and conscions responsi-
bility, It is this indeed, whieh constitutes the
moral beauty of Jehovah; the very atmosphere
of the celestial home, the shining apparel of the
angels, the glory of wartyrs, the unfading.crown
of departed saints, the real harmony of the
world, and the final bliss of the universe.—
Hence its paramount importance. Jehovah
saith to his people, * Be ye holy, for I am boly."
“Ye are a holy nation.” * Without holiness no
wan can see the Lord,”” Holiness, then, we re-
gard as an indispensable characteristic of a re-
newed soul, and hence it is that the church of
Christ, which is composed of those who have been
“renewed in the spirit of their mind,” is designat.
ed in Scripture a community of * saints,” This
distinguishes the church from the world ; this
assimilates men to che image of their Creator;
this prepares them, for the ultimate enjoyment
ot His presence in eternal glory. Avd even
here, neither the church, nor the individual
christian, can be either bappy or usefal without
it.. lIo i's absence nreither can exert any
influence on the side of God and truth,—
We go further, and most emphatically declare,
that in its absence, neither have any existence
at all, It is ahsolutely essentia) that those who
profess to be christians sbould be * unspotted

but the germ of the spirit of boliness, the *in-
carruptible seed” of piety deposited by the
Holy Spiritin the buman Soul.  Baptism ! what
is it but the outward manifestation or symbol
of the existence of this heavenly principle, by
which the believer indicates that Ke is * dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
| Jesus Christ our Lord,” and by which be further
declires bis willirgness and purpose benceforth
to J* walk in newness of life,” — a lite of
holiness, The Lord’s Supper ! what is it ? Pri.
marily it is a setting forth in-eymbolic form of the
Lord’s death until he come, but it is not also at
leust incidentally and inferentially a fraternal re-
cog: ition of the sweet and hallowed union which
subs sts between “ The Holy Oone,”” and those
whom His mercy and grace bave called, “ that
they should be holy, and without blame betore
him in love ¥ Nothing, therefore, can excuase
ur from seeking alter 1t, and endeavoring to
maintain it in all its loveliness and power,
“ While we may be neither wise nor eloquent,
nor rapt by religious “Bestacy to the third
heavens, we must be holy ; and that is the vo-
cation of every believing soul, and the desi

of God in respect to each one of wus, This
holiness proportioned to our measure, and
adapted to a sphere of activity which does not
transcend’ our own, attracts us by its simplicity
while it charms us by its beauty. Mysterious
in its origin, wonderful in its "nature, nay,
“miraculous, if we - consider the changes it pro-
duces, but not the less human, attainable, and
racticable, it is the prose of the kingdom of
weaven which each is bound to speak.”’t Nor
must we-from any considerations tolerate or
sanction, either in ourselves, or in those asso-
' ciated with us, anything of an opposite tendengy.

* R Montgomery.
+ Prof. Vinet.

‘“as gold seven times purified.” Cberishing

from the world,” : Regeneration | what is it
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