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devil'é vi;tim; but ove day n-"ti-acc o; the re- er plao;— -ﬁi;c'i;;ﬁeﬁ‘daoce, for ;nmple.ioto by a fall from the roof ot his barn,'occasion- | the effect will not soon be effaced, but that
ligious traet Society wee put into my bands, | be maintained ; 80 is tellowship of ehurches, ed by the giving way of the staging upon it.| pezennial Sabbath Sohools will be cultivated
and Jesus Christ was 100 strong for the prize. | which yet are ivdependent. Independence The spive is so much affected that he has no | where practicable, and that the churches will
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~im such & state that I groaned snd wept;
oould not eat or sleep.

soul, 1 eaid to myself: *That is what
“~ weot ; :
and there my soul got liberty.”

is a templegpf the Holy
the purcbase of his blocd.

you?”

———— i e

For the Christian Messenger.

REVIEW,

Church Polity: a Treatise on

T heological Institution,

This is a small volume,
beco !arger.

be bus put upon himselt,

scribendi.

B

tiou of Churches,
Christian Minisiry.”

character, are discussed in ap Appendix,

tory.”

Testament.

and they canuot be bindiog,
to be too carelul inthis matter,

tacy were laid.

prescribe rules,

8 ut oonce satistuctory and suggestive,

be read wich profit,
Power of officers.—**The

the wembers of aetureh.”

spirit of lordship.” pp. 55, 56,

He is & refuge for my sou!l ;’ and then | which properly pertain to the internal affsirs |

 Now,” added he, ** these hands work for| o thet church for its own settiement ; and if a
Jesus, these fect walk with Jesus, this body | church need advice, it is proper-to seek it in
Ghost, this soul 1s|a less formal and public way than from sueh
Men, which of|a body, thus avoidiog the bazard of extraneous
_you will keep back from Jesus to-night, | eontrol, and cuitivating their owa ability for

when he bas saved the prize-fighter belore|sell-goveromens.”

Christian
Clurches and the Christian Ministry., By
Henry J. Ripley, late Professor of Sacred
Rl toric and Pastoral Duties in Newton
Bo ston, pp. 235.

We wish it bad | (ation of the term.
Dr. Ripley’s views'are so sound | delegates from ecveral churches; it was a
in thewse!ves, and 8o lucidly expressed, that| meetiog of the elders, and brethren of the
bis readers cannot belp regretting ihe restraiot | church in Jerusalem, and of the apoeties theo
He bas used cow- | present, for deliberating and deciding

pression where toey would desire expaotion. | question referred to them by the chureh in
Certainly, he is not affscted by the cacoethes| Antioeb.

The work is divided into two purts. Part|ed to be eble to give the right answer, sioce
first treats of » Curistian Churches,” snd is|it had from the begitning enjoyed the pres.
divided iuto flve cbapters:—1. Seriptural|ence and teaching of apdgmeq, and since some
idea of & Churcb:—2, Orgavization of the|ot the aposiles were still at Jerusalem. The
earlicst Courches : —3-Duties aod power of | result, also, of the deliberation was returned
Church Cflicer: —Power of Cbuiches:—4.|in the name of the aporties, the elders and
Meg bership in 8 Courch :—0. Mutual rela-|the brechren,” * * «
Puart’secoud treats of “the | be had to councils for the settiement of diffi-
1. Divive appointment | culties as seldow as

of the Chrisiisn- Mivistry :—2, Different|c| secking s settiement is liable to perpetuate
classes o1 Mivisters :—Mutual relation of | aud a
Mioisters :=—3. Distioctive provioce of Min-| with the self-reliance of churches,
isters :—D0. lotrcduction o the Micistry.— | formed agreeably to the New Testameut, and
- Various practical questions of an iuteresting | cherishing the right spirit; is ordinarily quite

competent to its own guidance,”—pp. 1061
Our readers will obs:rve that Dr, Ripley’

book is wet & Church * Manual,” or ** Direc-
We have.no liking for such works. | tweltin ¢bapter, slso from Rom, xii, 4-7, and
They are ap® to become authorities, and tobe|from the very nature of Christianity, it is
sppesled to in the settlcment of disputes.— | ghyious that whatever abilities and oppo:tu-

Buptists have only ose law-book —tue New | pities for serving the cause of Christ a disci-
Toe customs and modes of ac-

tion adopted by churches i the msnagement ! ted,
of their affairs may be good and laudable;
they may even harmonize with the geoneral
teachings of Seripturc; but they are not/aws, | hecoming babiiually imbued with its spirit,
It is impossible| ynd for makiog himself uscful in communica-
, Wheo ©0-| ting it, it is bis duty and privelege thus to act,
. vordiuvate authority was given to the Chureh | whether in publie riligions assemblies, or in

and the Bible—in other words, when Scrip-| more privaie collections oi christians and oth-
ture and Tiadition were treated with equal|ers for sceial worship, though he may not
revereuce—the foutdatious of the great apos- | judge it his duty to be occupied exclusively,

Dr. Ripley states principles ; he doe# not|in harwony with the activity of u special

! He preserves a bappy me-|miistry, Cbristianity furnishes a sphere also
dium between the conservative and the radica!,

Hi.s treatise may be salely consuited oo all|grs,” — p, 126,
puints coonecicd with church goveroment, [t

We buve marked come passages, which mey | but 1o compliance,with the direction of Carist

power which be-| xxviii, 19.
lougs 1o the officers of & chureh, covsidered | ministrator is responsible, whether the evi-
apurt fiom the cbureh, is very limited ; in fact
scivice, or duty, rather than power, is charac-
teristic of their relation to w chureh, Should the
proper provioceof a church, ulso, be duly obser- | 4 churen or of others,” *
ved, us rolating to spiritual eflairs and the ex«| got, then, an act for which a shurch pression-
tension of Ubristiauity s 8 system for mau's| sible,
salvation, little ocession couid ever arise for
discussing the nature and cxtent of power k:e-: require its admivistration without consultio

longiog to a cburch officer in distinetion fiom | gy church, as in the case of Philip and the
* Cbristian feel- | eynnch, and the cass of Cornelius the centa-
Tag was, at ficst, sufficiently pure sod sirong | rion, and many supposable and aetually oo-
to sccure on the purt of the pesple proper|curring cases,”—p, 145.

respect and deference for the oﬁiceu_, a8 well| might rcquire, in ordinary circumstances, the
as to precerve the offices from the dictatorial | |imitation of this service to winisters, the

fighter thut stands before you. - My soul wus must not be carried to the extreme " of issla.

I|tion, nor be ap impediment to theinterchaoge

Qo Lord’s day moru- | of expreseions of fellowship. Fellowship, on;
jog 1 beard Mr. Spurgeon preach ; and as he|the other hand wust ot be cherished in so
Jitted up Jesus as the refuge lor the sioner's| tencitive a manoer as to prove an impediment

I|to independence,” * * * - Questions

of a church. it is best for associations to leave

pp. 98, 108, 105. -

Ecclestastical Councils.—* lo the case of
ecclesiastical councils, since we have no serip
taral precedents for such bodies in the
present acceptation of the term, we must be
governed in the same maooer as in the case
of associatious of ehurches,

¢ [t is, indeed, common to regard the as.
sembly at Jerus:lem in which the question ol
circumcision was discussed, Acts xv, 1-31,
as an ecclesiastical council. But it widely
differed from such a body in the usual accep-
It was not composed of

on a

The question was sent to the church
in'Jerusalem because that church was believ-

¢ Resort should

possible, This mettod
ggravate the difficalties, and to interfere
A church

#1204,
Lay-preachers.—** From 1st Corinthians,

ple masy possess, his duty is thereby indica-
Lt be bave the faculty of addressing
men on religious sabjects, and opportunities
for maintaining the study of divine truth and

or maivly, in the work ol the ministry, Thus

for an occasional ministry, and for lay-preach-

Baptism.—** A believer is baptized, not in
compliance with the directions of a chureb,

10 baptize those who become disciples, Matt.
L¢is to Him, then, that the ad.

dence that the person has become a disciple
is bt ined directly trom the person bimself,
or iudirectly throsgh the reliable testimony of
2°6 o It is

So lar from its being a church sct,
 circumstances way often not only justily, but

* While regularity

use ot his lower limbe, Stroog bopes of his
recovery are entertsived by his medical at-
tendante; but the result is evident!y precari
ous. :
It is consoling to me to fiod him cheerfully
submissive to th2 will ot God, with an uo-
shaken confidence in the Saviour whom he
has long and successiully preached to his
fellow men, |
Yours fraternally,
' C. Turper.
Aylesford, Sept. 21st, 1868,

For the Christian Messenger.

Central Sabbath School Conven-
tion,

The 8. 8. Convention of the Central Bap-
tist Atsociation met, according to appoint
ment, with the Cburch at Canning on Thurs-
day, the 24:h iost., commencing at 10 o’ciock
A. M. Atter more than an Lour spent in
devotional exercises—the busines of the
Convertion was takén up.

The managing committee reported, giving
the order ol business and exorcises—which
was adopted.

The names of Delegates present were then
taken, and & Committee was appointed 1o
nominate officers for the ensuing year.

Oo motion, Rev, Dr. Tupper avd others
were invited to sit in Convention with us,

The nominating Committee reported re:
commending Bro. J. E. Lockwodd, Pros.
Dea. Jobn Lyovs and Edwin Raod, Vice.
Presidents, Geo, V. Rand, Sec’y. aud Treas, —
and asked leave to sit agsin, Convention
adopted the Report, '

Rev. 8. W. Dc¢Blois then addressed the
(Couvention, On motion Rev, J. E. Balcom

and Rev. E. O. Read were appointed to read |

the letters from tbe schools, . . .. |

Letter and statistics were then read from
Schools at Canning, Upper Canard, Lower
Canard and Hauntwsport, ~Convention then
adjouroed till 2 P, M. '

Couveation met a8 per adjournment, Af-
ter opening exercises, the readiag ol letters
was resamed, Letters and statistics were
read from Scaools st South Rawdon, Dart-
wouth, Falmouth, Port Williams, Summer.
ville, Waterville, Chester, Chester Kast,
Marriott's Cove, Pereaux, Brooklye, Cam-
bridge, Canaan, Woltville, Graoville Stress
(Halifax,) end Berwick,

Au exc llent essay was delivered by Rev.
G. E. Balcom—subjoet ** The essential
characteristics of efficient teaching; which was
followed by an address by Bro. D. R. De-
Wolt on ** The Teacher being thoroughly
prepared for his work: &

The following subjects were introduced for
discussion. ** The abuses to which Babbath
Schoois are subject’”’ and effectively spoken to
by Revds.  Dv, Tupper, J. K. Balcom, 8. B,
Kempton. Bros. J. W, Barss, D. R,
DeWolf, of N. Y. aod Stephen Kempton,
Couvention adjourned till 2 o'clock P, M.,

Convention met as per adjournment—after
opening exercises the nomiostiog Committee
reported recommendiog (hst the next Annual
Session be held at Berwick, and that Bros,
J. W, Barss, W, A. Porter, Daviel Cogswell,
Kdward Parker sod Harding Parker be the
wanaging committee for the enctuing year,
The report was adopted,

% The lollowing subjects wera then brought
forward for discussion : ** The use of Ques-
tion Books in Schools ;" and, ls & unilormity
of Liessons desirablc? and was spoken to _by
Revde, Dr, Tapper, 8. B. Kempton, J. kK.

Balcom and Bro, D, R. DeWolf. *By what

¢ means can the beart and conscience of the

pupil be reached 7"’ was spoken to by Rev,
8. W. DebBlois, Bros. D. Cogswell, Stephen
Kempton and D. R. Katvo.

Voied that Bro, Balcom be requested to
furnish & copy of his essuy for publication io
the Christian Messenger,

be awake io this matter, Our Superintend.-

ent, who bad heen opposed to the church hav-

ing any control over the8chool, in his nddrcss,
at the close intimated a change of sentiments
on this point. We hope the members will
respond to the sentiment, and that cvery
church will regard the Sabbath School, as its
own instrumentality, and make it what it
should be,—the nursery where the young
plants are trained for the garden of the Lord.
Will our brethren pray for us that we may

have a right spirit in this matter, for without

the Spirit of Christ we are none of His.
Yours truly,
D. Freeman,
Canning, Cormwallis, Sept, 25th, 1568,

For the Christian Messenger,

“ A Scripture Catechism.”

A Scripture Catechism for use in the
Family, the Bible Class, and the Sabbath
School. By 8, Selden,

Mr. Editor,—

I bave examined with muoh inter=st this
Scripture Catechism., 1 think it is well
worthy the atteniion of pareots and Babbath
School -teachers and I beg that you will
publish for their benefit the imperlect notic
which follows, ' :

The Seripture Catechism is a ncat pamph
Jot of 64 pages. Tne topivs treated of are
the following : — _ |

PART 1.—DOCTRINES,
1. Of the Holy Bible.
2, Of God
. Of Jesus Christ.
.. Ot the Holy Spirit.
., Of Man,

Section

3

4

b

6. O the Law of God.
7. Of Sin.

8 ' Of Repentance,

9. Of Regeneration.
10, Of Justification. 0
11, Of Sanctification:

12. Ot Death and Résurrection.
13. Of Heaven and Hell,
14, Of Angels and Devils,

PART I1.-—-—DUTIES,

Of Prayer and Praise.
Of Observanée of the Lord's Day.
Of Obedience to Parents,
Ot Civil Government,
Ot Baptism.
Ul the Lord's Supper,
Of the Christian Church,
Of Christian Ministers.
Ot Love to others.
O1 Moral. Daties: Truth, Tempe-
~ rance, &..

This bock is strictly a
Catechism.”
preface :

% The Holy Bible is"the source of all coirect
religious knowledge, and the toundation of chris-
tian character. Al religious instruction should
lead 10 the Bible, and thence to Christ, the great
subject of the sacred writings. ‘

Catechisms on religious subjects commonly
consist ol questions, having answers in ocher
language than. that of Scripture, with proof-
texts more or less appropriate affixed to them,
In the uee ol such catechiams, the pupil is re-
quired to commit to memory the answer given,
and refer to the passages ol scripture, or perhaps
read them. ‘T'bereferences are, we believe, 100
trequently neglected.

In thie Catechism the angwers are given in the
language of the Word of God ; which, in many
respects, is jar preferable to any other, By
learning these the miod becomes stored with 1m-
portant passages from the inspired voluwe, and
the pupi.is thus prepared to enter upon a fuller
examination of the Sacred Scripiures.”

A careful examination of the questions
and apswers will, [ think, lead many to an
increased appreciation of the simplicity,
beauty, and directness of Bible language,
It will serve as no illustretion of this stute-
ment, il [ givea few specimens ol the questions
and answers. The Omuipresence and Omiu-
science of God are thus thught ; —

Quesr, What does the Bible teach of God
being present ever ywhere ? -

Section 1,

Coxmama®

.-

““ Seripture
Lts plap is well set forth in the

descons of & church, that is, the elders, who| Voted that the cordial thaoks of the Con-| Axs. Am I a God at band, saith the Lord,
~ Iudependence of churches.—* Kach is an|are nos pastors, might, when occasion should ' vention be tendered to the church snd con-|and not a God afar off 7 Can any bide himeelf
!n'lcpeudem body. Kach ouve, owning spir- | require, administer baptism without violation gregation st Csooing for their kindoess and | in secret places that | shall not see bim ¢ saith
itual a“t‘giln% OD" to Christ. is iudependem ol a ecriplure rule, or of the gpiri( of Chris- ho.pi(g]ity on this occasion, ‘hf) Lord, Do nat | ﬁ“ hc_a_wn and earth?
otouly ot any external powerd'ff-rentin voture (ignity, and without violating the decorum| The Couvention then adjourned to moet at vaith the Lord, Jeremiab sxii. 23, 24.
from itself, but aleo, eo far #s rights and su-| which the gospel requires,” * # * * | Berwick vext year, (Paalm cxxxix. 3-0. Epbesiags I, 23.)
thority sre coucerved, of ¢very other similar |« Christianity is not a eystem ot ceremonics,| Delegates were present from twelve Schools,| Quesr. Docs God see us at ull times !
body ; that is, of every other church. No but of vitsl priveiples. The ides of official | spirit of harmony and great interest in 8. Ane The eyes of the Lord are in every
one of these can properly control another, a8 | sanctity, or of the necessity that a religious Sebocls prevailed ; and we trust modh good place beholdiog the evil and the good. Frov-
if superior o it is point of suthority ; voone | aci be performed by official bands in order to| will result from this eeesion of the Conven- erbe xv. 3 -
of them is responsible o snother, us it subor- | be scceptable to God end valusble to men, |tion—and that the next session may make jt| (1 Samuelxvi.7. Hebrews iv.13.) :
diate 10 it. They are alike roepovsible| has no place in the New Testament,” —p, 222. | mavilest, 1 haye heard many metaphysical defiai-
ty Curiet for their acte, b‘ubordinuion‘uigm! tions of * #in,”” Buch definitions abound in
io regard to one another finds no place | — Catechisms, On page 22 of this Catechism
asmong them, They are independent bodies ;| Dear Bro, Selden,~Qar Babbath School | the Beripture definition is lound ; —
indepeudent, i ‘their sppropriate sphere, of Convention met yesterday, we bad a good| Quesr. What is sin?
the civil power, indepeadent of one another, ! : sime, The Jlord was with us. We fleel| Ans Whosoever committeth sin transgres-
indepeadent of sny humsn ceotral suthority Dear Brother Selden,— rateful to the friends for the interest mani- ' seth also the law ; for sin i# the transgression of
vested either in an individual, or in an orga-| With deep griet I bave to inform you, and | fested. To the young friends of Lower | the law, 1 Joba iii. 4,
pized board, or in an assembly.” * * * |the pumerous other friends of our beloved Canard Babbath School especially, who, led! (Psaim xiv.2. Romans ill. 9. ;
* Qae prinoiple should not be allowed o over- | Brother, Rev. Robert 8, Morton, that gn tho' by professor Miles, aided us much in our These specimens sre sufficieat to shew the
. shadow soother, nor to jo:tle it from its prop- 18ih inet., be received a very serious injary‘,mging in the alternoon snd evening, I trust ‘-othod pursued. 1 b:lieve it to be the only

Gmxo. V, Ranp, Sec'y.

e ———

For the Christian Messenger,
Distressipg Occurrence.
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