
Correspondence. 
For the Christian Messenger. 

Works eof Fiction. 

Myr. Editer,— 

I have read with much pleasure, and I hope 

with profit, the article * Novelsand the Theatre,” 

in your issue of the 19th ult. 
The subject treated, is one of importance, 

considered in relation to the present and future 

well-being of society in general. It is mdre so 

than is generally admitted. It was said, if my 

memory is not at fault, by Sir Jas. Mackintosh, 

« let me write the songs of the people, and 1 
care not who writes their morals.” I quote from 
memory and cannot vouch for the literal cor- 

rectness of my quotation; the sentiment I be- 

lieve correct, and there can be no doubt that 

the morals of a people are greatly moddled by 

the character of the matter read. A comprom- 
ise of extremes is often the reswlt of a dusire 

to meet the taste of those who feel no interest 
in works of stern reality,—whose only merit is 

in their truthfulness and the instruction they 

contsin,—who, nevertheless, would not stoop to 

read the more exceptional works of fiction. To 

meat, it is said, this class of readers, and they are 

by no means few, a literature must be provided, 

that will secure their attention by addressing 
itsell to the imagination. Hence fictitious 

stories pervade so generally the literature of 
the present day. : 

[ should be bappy to rgceive frem your ven- 

erable correspondent Dr. Tupper, through the 

columns of the Christian Messenger, an extend- 
ed opinion on the question of fictitious works, 

taking, in the range of his remarks, the charac- 

ter of a large portion of Sabbath School books. 
On certain portions of the Bible, quoted te 

justify the novelist, such as the Parables by 

Natbao, Jotham and Jehovash, the Dr’s. opin’ 

ion would be timely, and highly regarded. Im 

hopes to see this subject by him or other able 
men treated as it requires, 

I am, &ke., 

A COUNTRYMAN. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Christian Wakefulness. 

“ Now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” 
Rom. xili. 11, : 

By the figurative use of the hed sleep in the 
above passage, I suppose, the apostle means 
carelessness, inattention, or unconcern. And 
it is this carelessness, apathy, or mental slumber 
from which he insists, that it is high time to 
awake, : 

But. when, we look at men of the present day. 
in their relation to this world, when .we view 
their habits, and tendencies in reference to time 
werely, we see at once, that this is one of the 
very last injunctions, that needs to be pressed 
upon them ; for, in this respect, they are already: 
wide awake. The age .in which we live, is a 
busy one. Ii is an age of activi'y, It is a time 
of bold adventures, mighty enterprises, exciting 
changes, and stirring events. It is a time in 
which men, so far from being asleep in reference 
to the things of time and sense, are actually 
taxing their powers, both of mind and body, to 
the very extremity of enduraace, and in many 
cases bdyond that point. And this restless 
activity, this persevering diligence is apparent 
wherever we turn, to whatever point of the 
compass we direct our eyes. In science, in 
literature, in the arts, in commerce, in jurispru- 
dence, in politics, in every department of buman 
skill and industry—as well as in plotting and 
scheming—all is wakefulness and activity, and 
en are every where thoroughly in earnest, 

But, while persons are thus awake to the 
present, may they not be asleep in reterence to 
the great future ? While time, and the things 
of time are thus bueying them, thus employing 
their heads, their bearte, and their bands, is it 
not to be feared, that they are losing sight of 
eternity # While they are so intently, so fixedly 
gazing at the things that are seen, n:ay not 
their perception ot the things that are not 
Seen, be comparatively dim and obscure ? 
While they are making so rapid, so gigantic 
strides in the paths in which men walk by 
sight, is there not danger of failure in their 
walk by faith? In « word, is it not to be 
feared, that the present, the visible, the tem- 
poral are in a great measure, closing our eyes to 
the future, the invisible, the eternal ? Yes, 
dear Brother, this'is the danger. The danger 
W, that time with its trifles and toys, is eclipsing 
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to our view the g-eat eternity, with all its dread 
selemnities, its sublime realities, 

Yours in Christ, 

J. MoRR1soON. 

Onslow, Feb, 27th, 1868. 

IN MEMORIAM, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

ANNORA FosTER, 

At Port Medway, Dec. 13th, 1867, aged 29° 
years. Our sister professed faith in Christ in 
1863 and was among the first the writer had 
the privilege of baptizing in Port Medway. 

It may be said of her, that she adirned her 
profession. Her life was exemplary. She was 
modest and retiring, but devotedly pious, 

Consumption claitied her as its viciim. She 
repined not at her approaching end but met 
death with calm composure, May the widowed 
mother, the sisters and brother be sustained in 
their bereavement, — Communicated by Rev. J. E. 
Gouche-, 

ReBecca TroMSON, 

daughter of deacon John and ‘Mary Thomson, 
of Hammonds Plains, was born in 1845. .. 

Her parents were anxious that their daughter 
should fill a sphere of usefulness in life, hence 
every opportunity was embraced to cultivate 
ber mind. i : 

Brother Thomson’s residence has been a home 
for travellers, especially tor christian ministers, 
His daughter and her kind mother always made 
them welcome. Deceased was baptised by Rev. 
R. Philp while pastor of the church, under 
whose faithful ministry she experienced a 
change of heart and found peace in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Jer parents were realising in 
their beloved daughter their foundest hopes. 
But alas, the brightest things below the skiessoon 
fadz under tLe effects of consumption. She 
frequently spoke of soon having to leave this 
world ard her bopes of a better. On ove oc- 
casion while her mother was holding her hands 
she said, * Mother, these hands shall never work 
again, I would like to have lived to have been 
some use to the cause of Religicn, also to wait 
on you aud dear father 1a your declining years, 
but Gud bas ordered otherwise. 1 shail have to 
leave you.” She died 6th of January, 1868, in 
the 23rd year of her age. 

Those hands shall never 
My toil on earth is done, 
This feeble pulse soon cease to beat 
And soon my race be run. 

work again, 

And soon the joys of earth shail be 
Among the things that were, 
And my immortal spirit then 
Sha | fill another sphere. 

NELSON ‘BAKER, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

To the Baptists of Nova Scotia. 

LETTER ©, 

Dear Brethren,— 
The lamentable baste used in the professed 
answers to these communications, now acceler- 
ated by the unprecedented privilege obtained of 
reading my letters before before they appear in 
public, still interrupts my original plan, and’ 
obliges me \to diverge considerably from the 
course <1 ha @osed ; | must therefore beg 
you to excuse what may occasionally appear 
an interruption, perhaps sometimes a repetition 
in the line of remark. 

I am deeply grieved at the irritation dis- 
covered in the third letter purporting to be an 
apswer to my third, and I canuot avoid referring 
it to the petulence and inaccuracy of youth, 
Granville Street Church is no longer guided by 
its old leaders. 
But there mus: surely still be precious souls 

who, in memory of our past relation, and of the 
sainted dead who fell asleep during my minis- 
trations among them, de not sneer at my yearc- 
ing remembrance of the church * of my first 
love ;” who would not attribute to me things 1 
have not said; nor strain my words into mean- 
ings that were not intended. 
Every careful reader of my letters and the 

profeesed answers, will have perceived to what 
I allude. They will have seen, that language 
has been imputed to me that I have not used ; 
aod that the words I have used have been put 
in the worst point of view. - 
But certeinly 1 have mo fear that you, my 

brethren, will apprehend that one, long affec- 
tionately familiar with your Hardin Dimocks, Mannings, Chipmans ; with the Par Burton 
and Munro; and ever loved and trusted by them, and now grown old among you, is going to attempt the terrible things against the 
cburches, with which the writer of the letter in questioa tries to alarm you, 

| have no where vscd the words 

decisions unless they 

| Pryor no possible advantage by 

89 
Bu though idle as regards any direct force, 

‘this is"all calculated to have the indirect force 
of turning 
question* 

I trust you will see, however, that while I 
“ spiteful and 

vindictive” at all, and have employed any other 
terms expressive of wrong feeling in the church 
only as the unaveidable inference of positive 

you away from the true points in 

acts, 1 especially refer to fraud and falsehood as 
the only true interpretation of one specific act, 
in order to awake, ii possible, the church from 
its dream of innocence, I no where use these, or 
any other terms, in the style of mere vitupera- 
tion, as is sought to be made appear. i 
The church does not hesitate to charge fraud 

and falsehood on Dr. Pryor, in these very words, 
about which such an indignant flourish 1s made 
when I use them, though many persons, fully as 
competent as they, can see in his conduct nothing 
of the sort. | 

But if fraud and falsehood belong to every 
wilful violation of contract, and the church 
have wilfully violated theirs, then that charge 
justly lies in those words, against that violation. 

Here rested, then, the true (question from 
which the writer of the Church letter seeks to 
divert you by a noisy personal attack on me. 
Was the refusal to accept the Council's deci- 

| sion under the circumstances a vielation of ecun- 
tract 7 Are churches who make a reference 
like this before us, to be justified in the viola- 
tion of their engagement ? These are ques- 
tions of ‘great and vital moment to us all. 
We are comstrained to ask whether the third 

letter of the church has afforded us any answer 
on these points, 

It does not do so by the quotations from 
various treatises on chureh® discipline. These 
are entirely aside from the questions at issue. 
They are plainly passages designed only to 
guard against any usurpation of right by a 
council ; or any improper submission io the 
dictation of others in doctrine. A 
The present case is whoily uniike either of 

these. " It is simply a reference to certain chris- 
tian judges to decide on facts. The Council- 
usurp ne autbority ; ‘no. doctrine is in question. 
The church bad passed an unfavoraole Jjudg- 

ment. This is complained of as unjust; and 
the church thereupon agree to call a Council of 
ministers and laymen io say what opinion they 
form of the same facts; and they agree to do 
this by ‘earnest solicitation om he part of Dr. 
Pryor; they were not moved to it of them- 
selves ; it was designed bea as a concession to 
him ; and further, they tock care that he should 
bear balf the expense, impoverished as he was 
by their act of suspension. 

These facts, together with their baving al- 
ready passed a judgment, shewed that they 
looked to the possible reversal of it by the 
Council, and must have krown that Dr. Pryor 
looked to ‘this also. They knew it was tha- 
remedy he sought against what he decmed their 
injustice. Is amounted then to a positive en- 
gagement. Had they meant other than this, 
honour and good faith required that they should 
have said openly, at the first, * We agree to a 
council, but understand ! we shall not accept its 

agree with ours.” Of 
course that would bave stopped the whole thing. 

Nothing of the sort appeared in the dasis 
about which they were #0 caretul and soliciteus. 
If they bad meant it honorably it must have 
appeared there. 

Besides, if it were not the understanding of 
the church as it was evidently that or Dr. 
Pryor, that the church would accept the de- 
cision of the Council on the matters of facts 
reierred to them, then they alowed to Dr. 

the Council, 
though they made him pay tor half the expense 
of it ; and they permitted him and his friends 
to take an immense amount of trouble, and 
threw om an impoverished wan a great ex ense, 
to obtain a tribunal, whose judgment could nos 
possibly do him who sought fer it the least good, 
and while they were secretly ‘resolved it should 
not do bim any. : 
He might indeed be more crushed by the 

Council, but could not possibly obtain any re. 
lief. 
Does it mot outrage common sense to expect 

one to believe that this was the thing agreed 
ou? If so, we are lefs to one of two alterna- 
tives. Either the church intentionally per- 
mitted Dr. Pryor to be deceived as to their 
purpose, which 1 believe is the same thing as 
intentionally deceiving him; or they made an 
agreement which they have now violated. 
This is tbe interpretation of their conduct 
which the facts im the case clearly develope. 
They either made, or pretended to make, an 
express reierence, am arbitration of matters in 
dispute. 

This ‘was the character of their engagement 
cven if there were no beat or prejudice. How 
much more does it gr of this character on 
the supposition of the existence of prejudice or 
beat. In that case, who will not 
became unfit judges of the matter before them, 
and that a reference to others was only the 
claim of ordinary justice ? 

lintend in a subsequent letter; to give evid- 
ence wibin my own notice ot heat and excite- 
ment. Judge Johnston, a grave truthful man, 
as every body koews, gives strong and clear 
evidence: to this point. I will here present that 
of Mr. John Y. Payzant recently a member 
with them, till forced away by his sense of their 
injustice, 
The following passages I take from his recent- 

ly pubiished pampblet. 1 lament that the 
Baptists have lest so talented and worthy a mem- 
ber ; and some possibly may try to throw odium 
on him for bis adoption of Episcopacy. That 
circumstance, however, cannot impeach his 
veracity, 4 
“As I now review” writes Mr. Payzant, “its 

say that they 

character,” that of Dr. Pryor's exclusion, step by 

step, as I call to mind the hasty action, the reckless manner of taking evidence, the rejection of wise and considerate advice, the personal treatment of Dr. Pryor, the sneer, the re uff, the eagerness to clutch at every trifie against him, and the disin- genuous evasion of facts that told iu his favor, the rejectivn of overtures for calling a Church Council, and the rejection of that Council's decision when called, I declare I tremble for the condition of men 80 deaf alike to the voice of reason, humanity and religion. If such strange conduct had heen the - sudden outburst of a moment, or of a few days, I knew taat reflection and prayer would have re- stored the better mind, but when through those weary weeks of wrangling and bad temper, I found the evil instead of abating, outgrowing all restraint, &e., &e.” 

Oh spd, sad picture! Who does not seq that 
when at length these angry, reluctant brethren 
consented to a counmeil, it could mean nothing 
but a reference to calm 2nd unbiassed men, to 
decide a case of fact which the Granville Street 
Church bad rendered themselves utterly unfit 
to try. : 

I may add here Mr. Payzant’s view of the 
character of the aet of the Church in excluding 

| Dr. Pryor: : 
“From an early stage of the proceedings Mr. Payzant writes, *“ which led to his exclusicn from the church, I have had the deepest conviction of his innocence and moral rectitude ; and therefore hold that the act of exclusion was wrong, unwarranted by the facts, and subversive of that respect and control in a community which a church of our 

Lord should possess;” and again, “ Had forbear- ance, honesty and a christian and sOrrowing spirit stamped this act. with their own holy impress, I should have been impatient, "tis true, of the violence done to my feelings and reason, but would have 
bowed to the decision of brethren. But I look in 
vain for any such heavenly marks of discipline as these in Pryor’s excluslon.” : 

You will ponder I know, dear brethren 
gravely and prayerfully over these extracts, 
The result I must hope will be salutary, 
Now, every candid mind will admit that 

prejudice and passion unfit any wan to sit in 
judgment on his neighbors’ lite or reputation, 
and therefore render in this case all further dis- 
cussion needless, ¥ 

I may, however, just say, that the texts re-- 
ferred to in the third cburcli letter are as in- 
conclusive as the quotations from authors on 
Baptist discipline. They show that descipline 
i8 to te observed. They do not shew “that a 
church may not receive aid and advice in this 
from other churches, 
But the point in question is misapprehended 

by the writer of this Jetier. It is not, wheher 
it is allowable te refer to another body the duty 
of ‘performing the discipline of the church. If 
the decision ot the Council bad been accepted, 
it would have become their decision, the act pot 
of the Council, but of the Church, and they 
might bave explained that they thus acted im 
delerence te the grave opinion cf wise and able 
brethren. 
The true question then is, may it not be 

becoming a modest man in delicate and difficult 
cases to defer to the judgment of wiser men ? 
If so the same might Le becoming in a modest 
church. Would it not -have been seemly in 
this case for the church under all the circom- 
stauces. to have accepted as their own, in this 
delicate examination of doubtful testimony, the 
judgment ef twelve impartial and able men, 
after .s0 long and patient an examination. 
Should they not bave considered the peculiar 
delicacy of the case, the youth and comparative 
inexperience of their most active members ; but 
especially, sbould they not have reflected that 
they were without a pastor, that the church for 
such a purpose was mutilated ? ai 

This last want, the presence of a Cowncil 
might supply. There was no need to wait till 
they elecicd a new pastor. 
But notwithstanding all these comsiderations 

s0 weighty in reason, the point is strained into 
the form of a religious scruple. “ We dare not 
defer this duty to others ;”’ ‘which in this case I 
have shewn means, we dare not accept the aid 
of wiser men than ourselves, although we 
solemnly engaged to do it. . 
Now only see what this involves. Look at 

the condition of some of our churches; they 
may be fonnd in remote districts, sometimes con- 
sisting possibly of very worthy persons chiefly 
females with some three or four, or half a dozen 
wales. Make the number greater if you choose, 
They live in a spot in the country where they 
bave no opportunity of learning many things 
tbat tend to enlightenment and breadth of 
mind. A case of great delicacy and difficulty 
occurs among them. There are around them 
persons in neighberiug churches of the highest 
intelligence, virtue and piety, who might lend 
them greataid indeciding this question. Thess 
persons are willing to do it; nay, they do in 
fact examine, and give their opimion. They 
pass their judgment wor and justly in a difficult 
question of faci. But the simple, honest church 
members cannot understand it. They are quite 
wrong in their simple ignoranee, nevertheless 
they are obliged, according to the writer of the 
Granville « Street Church letter, to reject this 
wise and i: Ago aid. They dare not accept it! It is their duty to stick to their. 
ignorant motion ; it is wrong for them to bow to 
superior wisdom. 
«. And yet if these wise neighbours were only 
to become members of that particular com- munity the whole matter would change. The 
circumstance of those names mow s.anding on 
the Church récord®would work am instant revo- 
lation in the nature of right and wrong. Now 
they may accept these wise counsels, but not 
before. 

1 shall not believe till I see it, that any of our 
churches, except Granville Street Church, are 
going to accept a system of views so wholly 
unreasonable as this, 

Still less shall I believe till I see it, that an 
of them will be of the opinion that a chure 
heated and prejudiced, is in a fit state to pass a 

| Judgment on a minister's reputation which, if 


