
"These facts and circumstances could not be ac: 

its harmony with christian morals, 

- hold of it again, and ence-more endeavours to 

“to consider Dr. Pryoi’s actions as we did, we 
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accepted as true, must ruin him in this world 
for ever, : 

I am positively assured by a person present, 
that the church’s agents did not decline before 
the Council to accept their decision as final. | 
have shewn they had bound themselves to ac- 
cept it. 5 oF 

Of course Dr. Pryor would not require thew 
to accept the decision if unfavorable to him. 
Why stuff’ the case with pueriiities 7 

Yours affectionately, 
E. A, CRAWLEY. 

ERRATA —In the 4th line of the above letter, 
omit * before.” In the last line of 4th paragraph, 
4th-column, after ** these in” read * Dr.” 

For the Christian Mcssenger, 

Letters from Granville Si. Church 

to the Baptists of Nova Scotian. 

No. 6. 

DEAR BRETHREN,— 

Once more we are compelied to address you. 
Our reply to the foregoing letter will lead us, 
before we close, to speak of principles which are 
dear to yeu and us in common, and we crave 
your indulgence, and your patience. 
As Dr. Crawley has so persistently.urged- bis 

view of this paintul controversy, and seems to 
be to possessed with prejudice as to be alwost 

beyond the reach of facts and argument's, we 
will, for the time being, take Ais representation 
of the case. The first important thirg he labors 
to establish is, that the Church, whilst engaged 
inthe disciphne of Dr. Pryor, ivdulged in an 
avgry and vindictive spirit. He bas also la- 
boured much to prove that the church pledged 
itself to accept the decision of the Council as 
final. : ; 

Let it be assumed that toth these statements 
are correct. Now, what was the decision of the 
Council so far as they reeconrmended action tor 
the church? They advised the church 10 * re- 
consider’ the vote by which Dr. Pryor was sus- 
pended from church fellowship. * Reconsider” 
means here, says Dr. C., *rescinc’ To rescind 
that vote, then, was the extent of the council's 
recommendation. This done, Dr. Pryor would 
have been restored to good standing as a member 
of Granville Street Church. ‘But what would 
bave been bis true relation to the church, and 
his position in the denomination had this been 
done ? He woald bave been a regular member 
and an excluded pastor. * Il belped rexclude 
Dr. Pryor frem the pastorate,’ says Judge 
Johnston. The moral force of this act, withtbe 
tacit yet significant endorsement of the Council 
would bave bren exclusion from the pulpits of 
the denomination. But how in the name of re- 
ligion and reason could the church retain one in 
full fellowship as a member, whom, though a 
prominent preacher—a doctor in divinity—they 
bad excluded from the pulpit, thus striking him 
down from the ministry ! What is the straight- 
forward and legitimate reply to this question ? 
There is none, except such as is ccotained in the |" 
facts and statements already given “in previous 
letters, pointing to “dishonesty and impurity.— 

counted for on the suppositien of innocence, and 
the church were compelled to exclude bim trom 
the pulpit. Ilow could he, we ask again, be 
retzined as a member of a christian church 
after being for suck reasons excluded from the 
ministry ? This is the true issue, the only con- 
ceivable point reached by Dr. Crawley’s 
argument. We shall leave it for him to shew 
the consistency of such a state of things, and 

We will pow consider as briefly as may be, 
the charges which fcr the sake of showing the 
result to which Dr. C’s argument leads, we have 
treated as if true. It will be seen from our let- 
ter in the Messenger of March 3rd. that the 
assumption upon which Dr. C. charges the 
church with froud and falsehood, is iiself false, 
and must be abandoned by bim. He in a pre- 
vious letter, laid it down as a fact that the 
church had bound itself by a solemn engagement 
to accept as final the Council's decision ; into 
this agreement be says the church entered and 
by it they bound themselves, not by word or 
writing, but by a silent understanding. We ex- 
posed this assumption before, bat Dr, C. lays 

crush out our honor and our christian mame 
among the churches of Christ. He tells us that 
we have wade like charges against Dr. Pryor, 
and he cannot see why such am * indignant 
flourish ’’ should be made when he thinks fit to] 
obarge us with fraud and falsehood. We assure 
Dr. Crawley that when be produces an-equal 
amount of evidence in support of his charge, 
which he has compelled us most reluctantly to 
furnish in order (0 show why we were obliged 

shallacknowledge the charge and confess our sin. 
But let us remove beyond the hope of recovery 
the ground assumed by Dr. C. in order to make 
his charge. AT 
The eburch did nat plédge itself to receive 

the decision of the Council as final. The 're- 
presentatives of the church were not silent be- 
fore the Council, The church emphatically 
declares that it did not so pledge itself. 
Four men at the ledst remember that 
this subject was spoken of before the 
Counncil, They do pot remember different 
things, but all remember the same thing. 
Others present may not have beard—sowe may 
bave forgotten, but it is absolutely impossible 
that four men should remember and relate what 
they heard or said on a certain occasion and 
these recollections all agreeing, unless the thing |. 
remembered was indeed said as recollected. 
The summary of evidence which puts (his sub- 
ject beyond all contradiction we quote from the 
letter in the last issye of the Messenger. 

“ pately for bis undertaking into a fatal erior.— | Over able christian minds, has been already 

MESSENGER. THE CHRISTIA. 
RPE ACEI 1 SIDES STAGE TE INT i A TCE LRTI IA SOUR EATON s 

“ From these statements it is evident that the| deepest conviction of bis’ innocence and -woral 

EE ot Baptist polity | yecti ide ” This you will remember is paraliel 
that in such a case as was then un 3 Bary ud ’ : 
tion, it could mot transfer ultimately the duty of abe o: iid - ind Beane i hora rin 
dsciding for itself ; that the Councillors were ip- | airm that we are not conscious ol having been 
vited to report their opinions to the church; that | under the dominion otf heat and unholy jascion 
po 4 i ensgegens ie of the pr not only gf 1 as alleged by Mr. Payzant, As we’ bave so 
authority to agree tu accept a decisicn, not yet de- | ceed this chsvae in our * Rebiy ™ to 
livered, but had they so agrced would have know- ny a 4 ie Wo thick it Ga to ak 

ingly done vio ence to the solemn convictions of | © UUge JO ’ : lecessar,) ; 
the Church ; that they not only did not doso but ex- | duce here the statements of many at least equally 
pressed their determination not to do so; thatwhen | well qualified totestity on thissubject with Mr. P. 

:he rp rin dr dot vg in the ecg 1 ie to show that be, like Dr. C., bas allowed his 
whole Council, the Church unmistakably indicate ha FER i 

what they believed to be their duty on this point, early - er ose rl oo the worst WR 

and no surprise was expressed by any member of bis mind, and that bis charges on this point are 

the Council at the same; that the decision itself | equally groundless with Judge Jobnsion’s and 
points to the subsequent exercise of judgment on | Dr. Crawley’s, It 1s with deep pain that we 

a hn ihe Bair he i are compelled to write thus, and we ltelieve 

Armstrong) on learning that the church intended that no one will, hereafter, more deeply regret 
to exercise such independent judgment, expressed | than Mr. Payzant bimself that be bas been led, 
no surprise at such a course.” from any combination of irfluences, to defame 

It is pow made plain that Dr. Crawley bas thore who ever esteemed him a friend and 

taken a fancy for a fact, that be fell untortu- brother. The fearful power of prejudice, even 

He has now no shade of just ground for with- suggested. Ii bas appeared ¥ hie COEDIDS: 
holding an adwission in the first place that be gs hist Di. C. mir “8 apinion of Dr. 

has been to mistaken, and in the second place a Pryoi’s case at an early stage in its bistory, and 
confession of the greoundlereness of his beavy tbat his usual calmpess, selt-restraint, ws age 
charge against us, which he professes to have pot prevented bim frcm being betrayed 
have crawn out of Lis assumed facts, His| Dio the use of language as strong and HIORGET 

charge is * fraud and falsehood” and conduct thon Mr. kaysant; shC. ton early es the 

comparable to that of a lewd woman, and this formed as hs C JOM; Wil To seeing <u e 

not against an individual, but againet a Church reports of the Committees, 5 rR : i» 
of Christ numbering about one hundred and betray him p— the making cf the gravest 
fifty souls. Dr. C. would * awake us from our | cbarges avd statements against us which we dream of inuccince” What! defame a church bave conclusively shewn ne without apy 

in the public print with such charges !—brand it foundation mbatever, 01361 §-aB0 yet wo De~ 
with these black crimes simply to “awake it lieve Dr. Cs. statements are entitled to esinuch 
from a .dceam of jbnocebce I” = We ‘would | Teopeet ax Mr, Payzant’s. Such deplorsble re- 
remind De. C. that trwh is the orly weapon suls, vou have doubtless observed, almcst in- 

crdaived of heaven with which to reach the variably follow, when mep sutrender him. 
consciences mien. 1f ever a christian. man, selves to the guidance of ggu¥ictidas formed so 
was called upon, in view of all that is early.in the history of any matter as 19 exclude 

manly—and more especially in view of the so Shainin seb fsbo sha 33 heir 
claims of religion, to admit .and c¢ m'ess an early snd EYRE J vs ee render it almost 
offence agaiue his brethren, Dr. Crawley is that impossible tbat, when evidence is adduced, the) 
‘man., When be declared his conviction of shoud so profit by it as to mcdify their ew 
Dr. Pryor's mnocesce we regarded him gin. |OF COTTect their judements. On the contrary, 
cere, bu: that measure of sincerity which we the presentation -of evidence which makes 

believed him to possess will compel kim, pain. [#88108 their are cseiegiral tly FAIS 
{ul though it may be, to confess - this great and their Ri be yransey SURE RIT 
¢nOMLODS WIODg. 5 That others shold fegarc Sr facts as in 

THR Bi A iaats hath church portant, they. copsider no! ing more than 
We ust police the statements that t € church jw pagerness to clutch at trifles;” while the wani 

has been guided * by the petulanve ard ACCUT- | fegtation” of a straightforward determination 
racy of youth,” and has throughout this painful | hat knows no denial, to learn the true merits of 

> ’ ’ td is characterized as a * disingenuous evasion of 
by Dr.Clsstatement we may remark thatthe only | facie, a want of honesty, forbearance, and 

one, of the ** old leaders” of whose counsels we | (pyiciian spirit, sneering, deafness to the voice 
have beemdeprivedis Judge Jobnston,and we are | o¢ | caron, Eumanity and religicn’ In stort, no 
sien to be able a inform you that Hama | language 1s too strong to express their abhor- 
are left aweng ve and are acing in harmony |... Ys FALRIRE i oe-Tive 34 ee ew BR 34H Sr ance of the searching attitude of "impartial 

= AO : : minds, which they, surrendered as they are to 
iget ns sy ose SN cana IL COD- | the control of couvicticns prematurely formed, 
emned by Dr. C,, because ng these upon : he tand ; ge 
whom the Church bas from time to timo poset spi ore pie gsc oe sg a : . : piteful and vindictive” are words which 
labor, in this maiter, are, as he asserts, mere | yy, (, rays he no where uses ; and complains 

. youth. But the fact is, the Sw of these | (} at they - are attributed to him. Let us see. 

reply to Di. Cs complaint against petulant and | FO STARINA SIMAL VY: J. pers, 34. 7 
. ‘ ’ 

cud da oe x he : 2 coneeit, inflamed by pride, Rhone i self will, 
n order that no possible means wight be left |irrmated . . . into a vindictive and spi‘eful 

untried of a De. I'ryer had been — temper.” At the close of Dr, Ciaaliss first 
justly condemned, (except that of explaiving | letior this pamphlet of Judge Jobnston is er- 
the evidence |) Dr. Crawley bas endeavoured | dorsed und recommended. To shew that this is 
wost diligently to wake it appear that we acted | correct we point to what Dr, C. says in bis 
under the influence of beat and excitement — | fourth letter. Here it is :—* The true rolu- 
Judge Jobrston undoubiedly wade use of very | tion of this extraordinary.conduct is 1 conceive 
warm language, and be bas placed specimens of | the disturbing icfluence of pride, or prejudice 
it upon record for the perusal of all. From your| cr ill-will tuch as Judge Jobnston tesufies be 
knowledge of the case, we think you bave al-| continually saw.” Dr. C. endorses Judge Jobp- 
ready seen that both Dr. Crawley avd Judge| sicr’s ’ Junguoge in bis first letter; be used it in 
Jobnston have entirely failed to shew in wkat | his fourth. It "is now kis owr. * Spitetul and 
respect Dr, Pryor received injustice at. our| vindictive” are charged upon us. "We did vot 
bands. Has it not been shewn that our prc-|say they were Dr. Cs words, He and Judge 
ceedings were regular in all essential joints 7— | Johnsion, we conceive, are joined together in 
When the nature of the case and the sudden- accusing aud aspersing * the chuich of Dr C: first 
WES SHR SOR ery rw vos us oe ne. ne meil no taunt by the etavion, 
considered, s the existence of so great a peither did- we in instances where we bave 
degree of order and regularity consist with the | already used it. : 
SppeRion oo the ahansh Betas under the con-| llere we may discuss the important question : 
trol of uaholy passion ! ur action bas, we| What authority may be delegated toa Council 
believe been subjected to the mest searchingand | by a church td by the congregaticnal 
powerful scrutiny that was ever brought to bear | principle, £0 as not to ignore or violate ts 
ed: any oh ous Shugchon es cri vg red dr Sg principle of New Testavient church 
judgment wheilier the result has been Such as to | polit 
lend countenance to the statement that it was, y We are laboring under a great mistake, if cur 
instituted and can ied through under” tke guid | views on this point are rot in haiwony and 
ance of rash impulse, heat, and passicn. When! identical with those of Baptists everywhere, 

“ When the members are lifted u 

did not involve the question of dishonesty, 
er any question which would pot “involve 
the execution ef ary of the fundamental 
laws of church disciplire, . ‘We conceive 
that any matter of this kind might be given into 
the bands of judicicus and pious councillors for 
final adjudication, for whatever their conclusion 
might be, there would hot necessarily be any 
violation of scriptural law, ard no violaticn ot 
trust reposed by Chiist in a church. But with 
regard to the defence of sound doctrine, the ad. 
mission and exclusion of members, the election 
and ordination and removal of mipistere, invol- 
ving as these acts do fundamental princi les, a 
church is not at liberty to transfer to others the 
trust which has been commi'ted to it alone in 
relation to these matters. Upon the Lypothesis 
that these duties could be scripturally given by 
a church into the bands of a council, for final 
settlement, it would follow : 

1st. That a fatal blow would be struck at the 
root cf the congregaticnal principle of church 
overnment: 
It a church could commit a mest inp ortant 

matter to a council, it certainly would follow that 
matters of minor importance might be given into 
the bands of the some body. Frcm this it 
would follow tbat ‘the church is at liberty to em- 
loy a council to decide cny matter: that are for 

churcli adjudication; then the congregational 
govervment is not binding—it is ‘optional with 
the church to practice it, or to transfer the re- 
speneibility to another body !| Why not then, 
tor convenience, bave a standing body to which 
all matters may be reterred? This would be 
Presbyterianism, Methodism or Episcoj acy or 
something ol the kind, and destructive to the 
congregational. form of government. 

~~ 2. To grant that a church can give up to a 
council, for-final deeision, a case of discipline, 
involves a release frcm an obligation to Christ 
t» which every Baptist basbound himsel’. Our 
system takes it lor granted, that each member 
of a church is bound to form and express an 
opinion upon the worthiness of a person to ob- 
tain or bold membership - He, cn joining the 
church, pledges himselt to Christ and the 
church, to be ready tofforego any personal con- 
siderations, and give .bis cpinion and suflraze in 
al) these idortent niatters der church adjudi- 
catron., But it there matters can be banded 
over te a Council, every member in tLe church 
is released, But by whom 7. By their Divive 
Head? By any ore appointed by Him ? Ne.’ 
D:d He give any permission of this kind # ‘lhe 
teaching of. Holy Scripture answers, Ne. 

3. The bypothesistbata church can commit the 
discipline of a church member into the bands of 
a council for final settlement involves the start. 
ling fact that a church can allow a person to 
remain a member of tLe church, whom the 
church believes: worthy of excommunication, 
and whom she thould have exciuded ; or.it might 
allow that a person who sheuld be retained in 
fe lowship, might sufler expulsion. Or,it it 
were a subject of belief, it leads a church to 
impose upon itrelf scme teaching, believed, by 
the church, to be false. A Council, called, 
might cecree that the person, under discipline, 
sbould be excluded, when the cburch might be 
of the epinion that the member only deserved 
censure; of the Council might decree hat the 
person should still remain a member, while the 
church would te convinced that the person 
deserved excommunication, The same ab- 
rurdily follows when the subject for adjudica- 
tien might be dectrine. ; 

This principle, dear bretbrem, of the direct 
and final responsibility of a church to her Divine 
Head, is the one which we have been holding 
sacred 3 and we supposed, and still believe, that 
this is the priveiple, beld distinctly and with uzn- 
wevering firmness by Baptists all over the world. 
Upon this principle we have taken our stand, 

and we are not lees convinced now of its scrip: 
tural rcundnets than we bave been heretofore. 
Now in our case, it was not a matter of miner io- 
portance, vpon which we askad advice of a 
Courci'. Had it been a question in’ dispute 
ubout scme matters »not touching the great 
principles of church discipline, ‘we might bave 
bavded it over to a Council 16% final edjudica- 
tion. lt was net a comparatively trifling aflair 
ot his kind A subject of no greater impor- 
tance could engage the attention of a church. 
Exclusion of a pustor from the ministry—ard 
exclusion ofa paster from membership were not 
only pessible issues, but one an issue tn fact, for 
our pastor bad been excluded fiom the pulpit 

it has been shewn that Dr. Pryor received an| We believe that the government ot the church 

established to the contrary was just and righteous. tice. The 

does not, however. 
which be delights fo reiterate. He quotes trom piety and years. With relations thus modified 

only”) in support of this charge; and states laws of Christ, their divine Head. 
that Mr. Payzant was forced away from the 
church by bis sense of our injustice to Dr. | bas to perform are, the admission and excom 

believed we bad cendemned an innocent man, doctrine. 
we must do Mr. Payzant the justice-to correct 
Dr. C’s. misrepresentation. 
Payzaunt’s words on this point: * Whether these. 
charges (against Dr. P.) were true or false is | 

tion.” The italics are ours. It will not escape gational form of church 

tion, adduced by Dr. C., says: * From an early request Councils to advise and not decree. 
stage of (he proceedings which.led to bis (Dr. | might, for example,be a dispute 

» 

“ 
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unjust condemnation at our Lands, then it will is. committed to the whole bedy—cflicers 2nd 
be in point, we submit, to engnire and search | wembers—who are assumes to be believers in 
out adequate causes for so fearful a course — | the Lord Jesus Christ, consequently under such | of whatever it submited to them, or at least, 
But unnl such has been done, does it not savor restraints and guidance individually and col-| be says in cur case, that we ought to have 
of beat, and passion, and prejudice (0 be thus lectively, as spiing “paturslly fiom the religion | bound ourselves. 
persistently assigning-the worst of causes for a| which they possess, and such as are imposed upon 
comse of action which for aught that. bas been| a church by the Scriptures—their rule of prac- 

The charge seems to be one | The aged are to be treated accerding to their | ability. 

the letter oi Mr, J. Y. Payzant to the Rev, E.| all the members of a church are required to bear 
M. Saunders (printed * for private circulatior | an individual responsibility in executing the 

Pryor. It Dr. Crawley means that Mr. munication of members ; the election. and re-'gion as a member, an 
< Payzant felt compelied to leave us because he moval of pastors; aud the defence of sound | 

We believe it is sometimes expedient and 
Here are Mr. |scriptura) to seek the advice of Councils ; and | body, if this is pranted, to compe] it (the 

while we admit that there are some subjects the | church) to declare to the world that a man was 
[ | ( peculiar character of which would admit of iorecent, whom in their bearts they did not 

Joreign to the purport of this lelter, and remotely | their being banded over to a Council for final : 
in any way connected with my act of separa- settlement, yet, for the security of the copgre- | 2. Upon this hypothesis, the church would 

) i : government, it would, Lave empowered the Council to restore a sus: 
your atteation that Mr, Payzant in the quota- we think, be better for the churches always to pended member whom they believed deserved 

It exclusion. 
8. It would bave left it in the hands of a ) betwee | 

P’s.) exclusion from the church, I bave had the two bret.ren about matters of money which’ Courcil, to compel the church to give a 

befcre the advice cof a Council was sought. 
| But Dr. Crawley affirms that a Council should 
Lave absclute power to make a final. settlement 

We would atk ‘you to pause here, and lock 
upen the subject fairly, and in all its bearings ; 

ig : pastors - especially the aged, are|and what it involves: If we bad" committed to 
We should suppose that considerations like * worthy of double honor ;” Deacous are to be 
these would induce Dr. Crawley to pause. . He! respected for their office, which they magnify. 

tbe Council full power, what might they not have 
dore? We will keep within the range of prokb- 

They might bave required us to re- 
y| scind the vote which suspended Dr, Pryor as a 

u ember of our church ; they might bave asked 
us to bave rescinded the vote by which be bad 
been excluded fron the Pastorate ; and then 

The most important duiies which the church required us to retain bim in these relations ; 
-| or, more probably, to bave.given him a dismic- 

to have received bis 

bis moral character had never been questioned : 
1. The church would have empowered another 

believe iunocent, 

resignation as a pastor, in a regular way, as if 


