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BIBLE LESSONS.

Sunday, January 19th, 1868.
Luke i.57—80: Birth of John the Baptist—Juttah.
Recite—Gen, xxii, 16—18. '

Sunday, January 26th, 1868.

MarTHEW i, 18—25 : An angel appears to Joseph—
Nazareth. -The-birth of Jesus.—Bethichem.

ecite—~J AMES ix. 6=—T7.
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The Young Irishman.

BY REV. DR. SPENC ER OF NEW YORK.

The following very interesting sketch will
perhaps be foand a little beyond the more youth-
ful portion of our readers, but it is so good and
well written that we think they with some aid,
will read it with pleasure. It has the additional
recommendation that it is trve. Scepticism and
Infidelity belong to buman nature, and appea:
in the untaught as well as the highly educated,
They can only be destroyed by a reception .ot
the truth as it is in Jesus. The force, of truth
is finely illustrated in the case of this young

D e A S i o
Onr-a very bot day in July, a boy called ai
my house with a gentleman’s card, saying that
a Jady bhad sent him to request me to visit a
young man, who was sick.” Both the lady and
the young man were strangers -to me. 1 had
never bheard of either of them. They resided
more than three miles from me, in another city ;
and, 2s I understoed, the lady was an attendant
upon the ministry of another clergyman, who
was abrsent from bome. I could not learn trom
the boy why the should have sent for me, 1
was very much occupied, the day was intensely
bot, the place was distant, wany other clergy.
men were more convenient to it and 1 feit
disposed. for thece reascns, to excuse myself
from going. As I was copsidering tlhe matier,
the boy, as if reading my thoughts, spoke out
earnestly, ¢ She said you must come.” | -

I went, though I felt it to be a bardship.
Find'ng the street and the number ot the
bouse, by the card which was sent to me, 1 remg
the bell, and inquired for lhe)ounﬁ man, whose
namie was on tbe card. 1 was shown td lis
room. He was seated in an easy-chair, with a
book in bis band, and appeared scmewbhat pale
and feeble, but not very sick. He rose to re-
ceive me. 1 told him who | was, and that the

“boy who brought me his card said he was sick,

and would be glad to gee me. He made no re-
ly, except to cffer me bis Land and ask nie to
e seated. We had some general conversation,
in which Le tock the lead. But be said nothing
about Lis sending for me. Aside lrom bis pale
pess and an occasional cough, I saw rothing in
Iy to icdicate the presence cf any disease. He
told me something ot his bistety. He was a
young Irishman, about twenty-six years of age ;
bad been educated in one of the European
colleges; bad studied law in Ireland; and,
desigring to enter the legal profession in this
country, had been engaged in its studies bere
about two years. He was a man of dignified
appearance, of very handsome address, fluent ip
conversation, perfectly 'ﬁ;L in bis manners, aud
evidently of a vivid mind. “-He bad scen much
of the world, and told me be was foud of soc ety.
But for the last six months, since his bealth
began to decline, he bad been very much séclud-
ed, according to the . adwid@Fet Lis phygician,
Said be, * 1 bave beeh abliged to exchange the
society of living men®for the gociety ot dead
men, and was just amusing myeelf with reading
Tacitus’s ¢ De Moribus Germanorum * when you
came in." - He manilested no dispositicn 1o ad-
vert to the subject of my visit. - On the contrary,
be seemed to aveid it. He so ofien changed
the subject of conversation, when 1 attempted
to iutroduce it, that I was compelled to ask
him plaioly if be desired to see me for any
particular reason. He was.silent for a moment,
apparently lost in thought, acd then replied,—
* It would certainly seem very unpolite in me
to say 1 did not wish to see you, since you have
taken pains to come so far tbrough the dustsand
beat ; but I think it would be real’y unpolite in
me, ndt to tell you exactly the truth, - I have
an old aunt, who isa very religious woman ;|
and she has beep urging me to send for you, al.
most ever since I have been secluded here. She
thioks I am vot to live long, and bas taiked to
“me often on 1be subject of religion. But as
she and I could not thivk alike, she iosisted that
1 ought to converse with sonie minister of the
gospel, and finally became so urgent, that I re-
lectavtly consented, But you will allow me to
say, that I should bave had no reluctance at all,
if I had supposed she was going to Jead me to

~ form 8o agreeable an acquaintance.’

¢Iam bappy to know ycu,’ said 1, ¢ and am
glad it was in my power to obey your call.’

¢Ic was shke that colled,” said bhe. * When 1
comsented to see-a clergyman, I left th e selection
and all the preliminaries entirely to her, and
she selected yourselt. 1 told her the selection
lay in ber line, as sbe was religious and I was
not ; and that I should judge of religion very
much by the 8pecimen of a minister she sent to
me,’

I answered, * I must take care, then, how ]
demean myself, if you are going to rest your
opinion of religion on that ground, And ]sup.

- pose, in equity, you will allow me to judge of

the science of law in the same manner,’

¢ Ab !’ said be, ‘ I sball be obliged to fling in
a demurrer on that point. - 1 should be sorry to
bave you form your opimion of the law by such
a specimen of the legal profession as myself.’

- ,y

A

¢ Your demurrer certainly cannot avail any-
thing in your favour,” said I ¢ It it can come
in at all, it will be easy to turn it "against you.
For, since religion is a much higher matter
than law, it is not to be demanded that a men
shonld be as good a mepresentative of ity as a
man should be of law ; and if. you demur at my
forming &n opinion of law by the impression 1
have about one of its disciples, much more may
I demuor at your forming an opinion of religion
on that ground.’ : :

¢ Well, indeed,’ said be, ¢ I capnot respord to
that.  You have floored me the firsi onset.. Dut
are you not a lawyer ? Your pleading indicates
as much.’ ke

* Not at all. I am only a very ordinary min-
ister. DBut since your aunt bas dtne me the
honcur to send for me, I should be’ bappy to
form her scquaintanee. Does she reside here ¥’

¢ No. Sbe lives = iittle distance ff. I must
teil you, she is very retiring, and lives very
much secluded, though she spends much of ber
time with me ; end 1 doubt whether she will
allow you te see ber at all. She is not so young
as she used to be. . She bas been a beautiful
woman—an elegant woman ; and I tell ber that
ber pride keeps ber away [rcm society now, be-
cause she 19 not so hardsome as she was once.
But sbe seems to think that idea a reflection
upon ber religion ; and wonders that I can think
ol such athbing,-ard cancot have sense ard
sobriety enovgh to rise above such trifling
thoughts,’

ject of n:ff'r:i*on

‘ Really, sir, I can scarcely answer that ques-
tion. We never differ, orly in a friendly way.
But though sbe is a woman of very fine mind,
in mwy opinion, yet Ler wotions are too rigid
for me.” .

‘ Perhaps ske bas exemined the subject of
religion more than you bave.’

* I bave no doubt.” said be, * that she has spent
niore timeover it. . But my mind is po! so formed
&8 10 take thirgs vpon trust. 1 want knowledge.
l ém not prepared to yield to assumption ‘and
dogwatism.’ v

‘1 anv.very glad to bear you say that,’ said I;
* but perbaps you and I should not agree, in re-
spect to your aunt’s vieldirg to assumption and
dogmatism.  We are ot accustomed to do that
in religion. . I venture to aflirm that your aunt
18 not guilty of it. -And 1 do this, because /
know, that we who espouse the cause of religion
are not credulous, assuming, or dogmatic ; and
on the contrary, the’ rejecters of religion are
themselves the most credulous, assuming, and
degmatic people amongst us’

* Well, indeed,” said be; ‘you bave fanly

* Not at all. You flung it down at the name
of your aunt; and I, as ber champion, take it
vp. lam prepered for the contest, the very
mement yom will name any definite matter of
disagreement betwixs yourself and ber.’

‘1 must give yes the credit for po emall
gallantry,’ said be. *Your chivalry is of bigh
bearing iudeed, if you will so readily espouse
the part of a lady-entirely a stranger to you,
aud are prepared to defend her opinicn, when
you do not even know them.’

* 1 risk nothing, however, faid 1. ¢ And I
am prepared to contest the point yow named, or
sny otber point. You mentioned ber taking
things upen trust—ber yielding to dogmatism
and assumption,’ :

‘ XYes, 1 did. But I did not mean ber in par-
ticular. . I meant religionists iu general.’

‘8o I supposed. ‘And I row ask you what it
is that we take upon trust, or assume, cr where. |
in we dogmatize, any more than you lawyers
dogmatize.’ s :

* Well, to tell you the truth, I bad reference
to what my aunt ie constantly saying about
God. She seems to me to assume his existence,
and character, and government over us. 1 tell |
her that 1 want knowledge.’

‘ Very well,” satd 1; *that is a definite point.
Let us get it fixed clearly in mind, and then
bring it before ‘the bar of our _reason. The
question is this: Is the existemce, is e charac.

are ibese things matters of Lnowledge? 1
affirm, in- your aunt’s behalf, they are. Yom
deny 1t :

. ¢ Right,’ said/be. ¢ That is the question.
And as you are the plaintiff you must open the
cate. Yours is the aflirmative. Bring on your
witnesses. 1 bhave only to deny, and to show
that your proofs are insufficient.’ ;

¢ Very well,’ eaid 1 ; * we are acreed so far.
I commence the argument. The matter before
us regarde knowledge. 1 bave, therefore, a pre-
hhminary question to settle fivet ; and 1 thin{ it
may be setiled amicably betwixt us, without any
debate. I pow put the question to you, What
is knowledge ¥

‘You bave taken me by surprise;’ said he, a
little confused and hesitating.

‘ Certainly,” said I, ¢ the question is a fair
one ; ard it belongs 10 you to avewer it. It is
you who complain of your aust, that she bas
not knowledge on a particular subject, to which
she urges you to attend. We are 1o examise
the question ; and, therefore, we ought to know
what we are talking about, 8o as to understand
one another. You say you ¢ want knowledge ;°
avd 1 ask, what do you mean by knowledge ?
[ ouly give you a fair opportunity to explain
your own word.’ ‘ v

* Why, sir,’ ssid he with a forced emile, ¢1
venture te say, that you and I employ that very
common word in the same sense.’ :

*1bég pardon,’ said 1. ‘Io our profession
we do pot allow any assumptions; we take
vothing upon trust; we never dogmatize.' :

Ile laughed quite beartily at this; and re-
plied,t-1 believe I have been away from court
too long. My wit is not keen enough for thia
contest just now. You have floored me again.’

THE CHRKISTIAN MESSENGER.

e berein do she and yon. differ, cn. tke sup-Lor. Yatlel . But. .mhatever. evidences-or -proote
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?’

flung down the gauntlet to me.’ tjust as certain that there e such a God, as you

ter, is the government of God Ancwn to wus 7.

your assumption, your taking things wpon trust,
your dogmatism,’ ‘

¢ Well;” said be, * since I own vpon this point,
you will do me the favour 1o answer the ques.
tion yourself. I will assent to the zuswer, it ]
can without injuriog my cause.

¢ Most willingly,’ said I. * But thieis 2 serious
and momentous subject. - It is the 'most wemem
ous of anything on this side of death. Let us,
then, deal with it in a careful and cardid
manver.’ £

1 will," eaid be, * most certainly.’

Said 1, * Knowledge is founded on certainty.
Something ~mnst - be —certain, or it~ cannct be
known. Knowledge is the cognizance which
the mind bas of realities, of facts, of scme
certainty or truth.’ It exists in the mind The
realities may exist outside of the mind, or in-
side ot it. DBut they exist firs!; and when the
mind makes an esccrtaivment of them, it gains
knowledge. That secertainment is meade by
what we call proofs or evidences. And these
evidences will vary as the sutjects of knowledge
or the certainties vary. Tlere is one sort of
proois for mathematical knowledge, ard anothe
gort for legal knowledge, ard another for his -
toric knowledge ; but each is good in its place,
and sufficiept. You wetld pot expect me to
piove a truthin morals or bistery by mathemati-
cal demonstratien; or a truth about tke toul by
the evidences of eyes which canndt see it; or a
truth about the nvisible Ged by the authority
of a law-tock, such as Blackstone, or Starkie,

do, fitly, justly, convirce a reasonable under-
standirg, furpish that understarding with know.
ledge ; because they enable it to ascerfain a
reality, a certainty, o that the conviction of the
' mind accords with the fact. That is what 1
call kncwledge. Do you assent 1o the explana-
tion 7’ ;

He replhied, * 1 bave no fault to fird with it.
Avd it the wbele of ruligion were as clear and
certain as that, I should not rejeetjt.’

"+ The whole ot it is es clear ard certain as
that,Q@latever you may think zbout it.’

* Buf,’ said Le, * bow do ycu apply your ex
planation to the existerce of God 7 What are
the evidences of his existence 7’

* There are vumercus evidences; ¢ir, and it
onee, Your owp existence is oné of them, and
nota minor one* Ycu 2re an «ffect, There is
a cause tomewbere, adequate to the production
of such an effect. That cavsé, whatever it be,
is God. Ycu did pot make yourself. Your
parents, your aucestors, however far back you
trace them,; weére not” self-created.; Your cwn
mind assigns & cause scmewhere, an  original
cavee, and that cause 18 God. And you are

are that you are yourselt an effect. ¥You know
it just as well,—npot in the sake way, but yet
just as certainly, Ard you know you are an
effect of an intetligent cavse. Your common
sense will pot allow you to believe that you ard
all your “ancestors spreng from aceident, fron
chance, You do not find chance operating in
euch a way. You do wot fling dust in the air
and fitd 1t come down a man or a monkey, I
you thould find anywhere a machine, a living or
dead cre, which bad ip it a tenth part as man)
manifestaticns ol intenticn, ‘ard power, and
skill, as your cwn mortal body, you could not
avoid beheving that some mind bad contrived it,
and some power beyond itself bad brouvght it
into existence. You would know it as well as
you know anything., The|erlect proof is before
you. And your own living body end thinking
mind are perfect preofs of the existence, power,and
wirdem of Ged. There is 1o . assumption or
dogmatism in this. It is cnly ¢ool and certain
reasoning, which conducts 1o an ipevitable cone
clusion, and that conclusion is knowledge.

* On tke same priceiple, the whole universe
and its living inhabitants, raticnal and irraticn-
al,—its suns and comete, its whales and Lutter.
flies, its motes and mwountaivs,—are prools of
the existence and power of Ged, Arnd every
change, every motion in the universe is an
evidence which speaks for Lim. Our reason
tells us they are not uncaused. 7 iecauee is God.!
..go all this the yeung man listened with the
mogt fixed -attention. He seemed 10 d:ink in
every word. 1 thought bis attenticn  bad
fatigued bim ; but be said, Net at-all, be loved
to think. ¢ But, said he, ‘ you have led me
into a new world of thinking. Your ‘positions
are very bold j and before 1 cone to any con-
civsion, 1 must revicy tbe matter in my own
mind,’

¢ Shall I call on you to-morrow ?’ said 54

He answered, ¢ 1 can scarcely ask it or ex-
pect it of you ; but if it is pot tco much trouble,
I'skould like io see you apzin.  You need- mof}
be afraid of wearying me.. I can study or talk
all day.’

(7o be Continued.)

A gricuitnre, &r

Cooking food For Animals.

What is the effect of cocking food ? Starch,
as found in the cells ot vegetables, comsists of
globules or grains, contained in a kind of sac,
and ip order to burst these graivs it must be
subjected to beat. Payen, on exawination with
the microscope, found that when etarch was
mixed with water and heated to 140 ©, some of
the smaller grains absorbed water and burst, but
many still remaived voaflected, and only burst
between 162° and 212° of beat. This shows,
conclusively, that the beat of the animal stomach
is pot sufficient to utilize starcby food; and
when wereflect that about sixty per cent. of
the cereal grains consist of starch, we see the
great loss which must occur from the want of
cooking. Axd if the cereal grains vequire

*Oh," said 1, * your wit is not-at fault, but

I G
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woudy fibre of hay, straw, &c., consists, chemi-
cally, of the same elements as starch. Starch
may be turned into gum and svgér; fo way
woody fibre, after being dried and - ground, and
by the same means—Leat and dilute sulpburic
acid. : :

All woody fibre will yield to.steam pressure,
and when thus réduced to a“pelpy mass, most of
it is digeetible,"and can be nssimilatgd by the
animal stomach. Grass, the natural food of
domestic animals, in itd succulent state is soluble,

stomach to convert it into nutriment, Hay,
straw, &c., by thorovgh steaming are recens
verted info grass, aud thus the animal mway be
furpisbed with its natural fcod through the
winter, , :

We can say, alter eleven years experience in
cocking the winter food of our animals, that the
advantages are all that theory would indicate.
Steaming renders mouldy bay, straw and cofn-
stalks sweet and palatable, thus restering their
value ; rerders peas and beans agreeable focd
for borses, as well as other sicck, ard thus

fecd 1n the diet of bis animals. o 3N

We bPave fourd balf hey ard ha!f straw
mixed and steamed more than ¢qual to bay un-
steamed. . Pea straw, when cooked, is readily
eaten, and”if cut carly, is pearly es. nuiritious

rally left unteuched by cattle, will be ¢ll eaten
if steamed with bay, ard as znalysis shows, is
more than cqual-in flesh-forming matter to hay.
Corn-stalks, when cut short and steamed, will te
eaten clean by cattle, borres 2nd sheep, By
cutiing and ccoking, all the straw and coarse
fedder raised on the fdrm may Le tvrnec into
milk, flesh and wool, besides adding largely. to
the manure beap. | :

In cities, wkere cows are kept to supply milk,
and are milked throvgh the winter, cocking
their focd will greatly increase ihe yield of milk,
iwprove the cendition of the cow, epd reduce
tLe expense of keeping at least one-third. The
saving iu feod for each cow in milk will Le, at
least eight dollais per teason. This item may
be worth locking efter by ecity feeders. The

bave indicated, makes an excellent focd to pro-
duce milk and keep up the cordition of the cow,
Ov'é and a ball pounds each of oil and pea weal
and three pounds of ‘bran, &%xcd with ten
pounds of bay and rteamed, per day, for each
cow weighing eight bundred pounds,“wjll gene-
rally be sufficient. Thisnay be thought a vmail
quantity frem which a cow of that size,. agler
best seacon, could preduce jour gallons cmik
and keep up ber coedition, but it must be re-
membered that four gallons of milk contaip cnly
about four pounds of dry matter, which will
leave a eupply for the thrift of the cows. Yet
it is always the beet econcmy to give a eow in
milk all sbe will eat with a gcod appetite ; for
it takes a certain quantity to keep ihe cow im
cendition without gaining any milk, and what
sbe will eat above this thould Le added to the
milk. Thirty-three to forty pereent. wouid re-
quire to be added if uncecked. "But with the
estimate given, it will be eeen what a spiendid
margin there is in Froducing milk in cities at
ten cents per quart

This combination : of feod recommended for
wilk cows is well adapted to growicg the-yourg
animal, as it contains a full supply of Lone and
wuscle nutriwent, For fattening, let -the pea
meal be replaced with six pounds of corn meal.
Corn-meal may also be used, in small quantities,
for mik wkerc butter is to be made.

EFFECT OF COOKED FOOD UPON ANIMALLS.

It bas scmetimes been urged that although
tbe animal eats léss and for a (ime thrives better
upon cecked food, yet its tendency is 1o wesken
the stewina of the system &nd prcduce prema-
ture decay.- We bave beem able to test this
theory fairly, and can ow show as the result,
cows and hortes which have been fid €very
winter upon cccked food for ¢leven years, srd
t0 far from showing any ill eflecte of this way
of leeding, the cows have never been sick, and,
are now in fine condition and heart, avd the
borses able to do good work, although sixteen
and reventeen yearscold. - We have raised many
colts frcm weaning age to five years, and never
saw any want of stamina. ‘The eflect of
cooked food upen horses with a cough or a
sudden cold is very remarkable, aln:ost uniform-
ly_preducing a cure in a few days. It will cure
incipient beaves, correct costiveness, and wateri-
ally improve a founder. In fact, our animals
bave Leen more uniformly bealthy since feeding
theep and'6theér antmals fattened rapidly upon
steamed food will ‘be eoiter in flesh than if
fattened more tlowly upon uncocked focd. Yet
this would naturally be expected. Grass grown
rapidly upon very rich-land is pot so eolid as
tbat grown slowly dpon poorer land ; but who
would prefer the poorer land in consequence ?
Just betore animals are ready for the butchers
it is well to feed them a few days upon dry, un.
cooked food, which will correct this softness of
flesh. '

PREPARING FOOD FOR.STEAMING.

The cut bay, straw aed bay, or other cut
feed, is moistened with  large watering jot (if
done by band,) at the rate, of at least, two
gallons of warter to five bushels of feedy while it
18 being stirred up with a fork, then it bran
meal cr other feed is used with it, it should be
sifted on and mixed evenly. Two quarts of
bran to the bushel of straw will render wheat,
barley, oat aud pea straw equal to good timcthy
bay. A little salt should be added, which will
be perfectly diflused through the mass. The

for steam will not cook dry bay or straw, but
only dry it more. Moisture is required to ab.

cooking, bow much more must the dry fibre of

s ;
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torb the steem.—E. W, 8. in" Rural New
Yorker,

bay, straw andﬂ corn fodder l'(QI;l;c it ! The

and needs but the natural beat and acid of the -

enebles the feeder to combine moré nitrogemous

as bay. - Bean straw, which, when dry,-is gere-

mixture ot ortand pea weal svd bvan, 8 we .

them-upen cooked tood.But it is true that

fecd must always be moistened before steaming, -

13

b

Ro
ing
Jui
lar
ave
an
me

fro

rea

BOm

able
the

cons
tern
tern
dial
havq
a tl

It
gies




