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A SERMON ON TITHES, 

Delivered at Harpoot. 

BY BLIND HOHANNES- THE “WALKING CONCORD, 
ANOR.” 

In the tenth chapter of his valuable book, 
“ Ten Years on the Euphrates,” Mr. Wheeler 
of .the Eastern Turkey mission, has given an 
account of the commencement of the move. 
meat for paying tithes in that mission field, 
in one of the poorest of their churches, under 

- the influence ot a blind native preacher, Ho 
haunnes (John), surnamed the ¢* Concordance,” 
on account of his wonderful readiness in quot. 
ing Scripture, by thé chapter and the verse, 
Miss West, of Harpoot, recently sent to the 
editor of the Herald an abstract of a discourse 
which she had just heard from this blind 
preacher—a graduate of the Harpoot semi. 
nary—and hope is expressed, in behalf of the 
missionaries there, that it may be published, 
aod may do good in America. Lt will suroly 
interest, and can hardly fail to benefit, the 
thoughtul reader. 

Miss West writes: *“ I wish yoa could 
have been present and seen, for yourself, how 
interested the people were ia the delivery of 
the discourse. The blindness of the preacher 
added to the iotorest, Saying—* (Ve will 
read such a * chapter,’ or *hymo,” he would 
repeat the same, word for word. When he 
called upon the people to read, it was for their 
sake rather than his own ; and when the reader 
had reached the point he desired, he never 
failed to say * stop,’ that he might take it -up 
just there. Doubtless” many u more learned 
and talented han, among those educated by 
migsiovarics, would look with pity upon this 

- poor preacher, who has little book -knowledge 
exoopt of his blessed Bible; but ob, how far 
above them he stauds in this respect! This 
one book is his theological library. Lt is his 
study, by day sud by night, aud he is really 
» walking concordance,” The acount given 
of the sermon is as follows :— 
The preacher commencad his discourse by 

repeating that strikiog pussage in Maluchi :— 
“ Will « man rob God? Yet yo have robbed 
me: But ye say,— Wherein have wo robbed 
thee? Io tithes and offerings,” ete. He 
then, in & few words, told us that be proposed 
to show from the Word ot God, that the giv- 
ing of a tenth to the Lord was a primitive in. 
stitution, attended with great blessings to the 
givers, and perpetuated aud enforced . under 
the new dispensation no lgss than the old, 

“ Open your Bibles," he sii, ** at the 14th 
chapter of Gonesis, and let some one read the 
18th aud 20th verses.” Bibles were ivstantly 
opened all over the house, and the passage 
ead in clear tones, by one ol the congregu- 

tion, * Abrilbam gave tithes to Melohize. 
dek,” said the preacher, ** more thau lour hun. 
dred years beldre the giving ot tho law to 
Moses ; —Abisham, * the father of the faith. 

ful,’ whose children the J ews gloried in being; 
— Abraham, whom even Moslems honor sod 

call ¢ the blessed,” 
Now turn to the 28.a chapter, and read 

the 20th, 21st, and 220d verses,” Jucol's 

vow was read, concluding with the words : 
“ And of wll that thou shals give me, 1 will 
surely give toe tenth to thee,” 
pidly drew the contrast between Jacob's going 
to Padan-aram,~—alone, and io utter destitu- 
tion,~-and the return, with his flocks and 
berds aud camels, men-servants and maid.ser. 
vants ; for the men had iocreased exoeed. 
ingly, in spite of the covetousness of Laban, 
“ And now,” he said, ** open at the 27th of 
Leviticus, cod read the 30th verse, * And 
all the tithe of the land is the Lords,”’' re. 
peated the preacher; ‘sud nine-tenths for 
yourselves, but ope-tenth *is holy uoto the 
Lord,” Open at Nuwbers 18th, snd read the 
20th, 21st, 26th, 28th, and 20th verses,” — 
This was dove, and then Hohsnoes briefly 
commented upon each verse, ko said the 
Levites, who ministered in the house of the 
Lord, were to have no part or inheritance io 
the land, for the tithes of the people were to 

, be their inheritance ; and of these tithes they 
were to offer » tenth to the Lord, “even of all 
the lest thereof!” ** Read Deut. 14th, 22d; 
sud 26th, 12th, See the abusdant provision 
wade, not only for the Levites, but also fo, 
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the ¢ stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.’ 
Reed also 20d Chron, 81: 4-10, where the 
peuple are described as obeying the command 
of God, and bringing in * abundantly’ of the 
‘increase of the land.’ And the chief priest 
answered king Hezekiah, when he questioned 
him concerning the * heaps,’ Since the peo- 
ple began to bring the offerings into the house 
of the Lord, we have had enough to eat, and 
have lett plenty ; for the Lord hath blessed 
his people ; and that which is left is this great 
store.’ 

“ Now read Nehemiah 13: 10th, 18th, 
aod 14th verses. Mark the contrast! The 
people no longer gave tithes j—the house o. 
the Lord was desecrated, and the Levites had 
forsaken their sacred office, and * fed every 
ona to kisown field” And now,” said the 
preacher, ** we will turn to the new dispensa. 
tion. Open at the 23rd of Matthew and read 
the 28cd verse: * These ought ye to have done 
and not to leave the other undone,’ are our 
hlessed Savivur's words to the Boribes and 
Pharisees. Ye do well to pay tithes—it is 
your duty=—but ye ouglit also to do judgment 
mercy, sud faith, Nowaturn to Luke 11: 
42. + Woe unto you Pharisees, for yo tithe 

: . ull maunerol herbs, and pass over 
judgment and the love ot God : these ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other un. 
done. Read Luke 8: 7-12, * Bring forth 
Iruits worthy of repentance,’ ” repeated the 
preacher, ‘‘Jobhu the Baptist was a connect. 
ing link between the Jewish and the Gospel 
dispengations, and he spake us he was moved 
by the Spirit of God,~*Now also is the 
axe laid at the roof of the tree.” What tree? 
It was nothing less than the tree—the root — 
of self sud s:lfishness! What this good fruit 
is ho tells usin the 11th verse : * He thut bath 
two coats, lot him impart to him that hath 
none ; and he that hath meat (cod), let him 
do likewise,” Whore now remains the tenth?’ 
he exclaimed. * Under the new dispensation 
uot one-tenth merely, but one Aalf is required! 
(At this snnouncement there wus an evident 
sensation in the audience; many a face light. 
ed up with » smile, us the electric currout 
shot (through the wssembly,) 

The preacher continued : + Road now the 
6th of Luke, 88 h verse. ‘Give, and itshall 
be given unto you! Give, und you shall bave 
the wherewithal to give! Shut your sand and 
your heart, and you shut the windows of hea. 
ven j you keep back the blesssing ol God, — 
See what Christ says in Luke 12: 83. *Sell 
that ye have and give alms,'&q., which means 
—oonsider yourselves us stewards of God's 
gracs on earth ; ‘seeking you: inheritance in 
the world to cowe, You are toset light store 
by your earthly possessions, aud lay up trea. 
sure in heaven, Now read Luko 14: 88." — 
Slowly and solemnly the preacher repeated 
the words of the Master,—***So likewise, 
whosoever he beof you that forsaketh not all 
that he hath, he canvot be my disciple!" Ab, 
wy brethren,” be said, ** it I& not merely a 
tenth, or even a half ol our worldly posses. 
sions that Christ claims, it sour all! Think 
upon the meaniog of those words, Ltis thus 
he sj caks to you: * Ii you wish to be my dis. 
ciples, you must count the oost! You 
cannot serve two masters, You wmust give 
up Setting has the children of this world 
seck after, You must bold yourselves aloof 
{rom your emrth'y possessions (the Armenian 
version of the text quoted from Luke 14: 
88), holding to them loosely, setting your af. 
fections on things above, Your comlort, plea- 
sure, honor, ease, yéa, your very lite, you must 
esteem as nothing in comparison with my 
sorvice! And io thus losing all, you will 
find all and that forever, 
“Open your Bibles at Matthow 10: 20, 

and Mack 10: 20 aod the glorious promise to 

those who truly * forsake all’ for Christ aod 
his cause, Bee,” exclaimed Hobaoues, after 

solemnly repeating the passage, ** sec hew rich 

the reward! A hundred-fold in this lite, snd 

life everlasting beside! Now open at. Luke 
10th, read frow the Zod to the 10th verse. 

Note the words of Zsccheus: The half of my 
gouds 1 give to the poor, —and mark the ao- 
swer of our Saviour, But what say you, is 
salvation te be bought with money? We all 
know that it is ‘without money, without price,’ 
Why then this blessing upon Zacchous 7" — 
+ Beoause,”’ answered one of the. congrega- 
tion, ** the giving wes the frait of his faith!" 

“Yes,” rejoined the preacher, ** Zuocheus 
brought forth fruit worthy of true repentance 

and immediately received the promised | 
blessing. 

“ Now let me tell you a story. When 1 
was in tho class in sermonizing in the semina. 
ry, our teacher was very anxious that woe who 
were soon to go forth as preachers, and per— 
haps become pastors, should work upon right 
principles ;-and he often talked te us of our 
duty, as leaders, to teach the people to do for 
themselves, He sometimes told us of places 
where much money (of the Board) had been 
expended by missionaries, and little resl good 
accomplished, because the peoplehad not been 
taught to give for Christ's cause. ‘In one 
little village,’ he said, + 40,000 piastres of the 
Board’s money was speut, the people giving 
only 60 piastres during thirteen years! An 
the work in that place amounts to nothing to- 
day, in consequenca of this unwiso course.’ 

“ [t eo happened. that when my course of 
study was finished, I was appointed to that 
village. - It was tho last place Lshould have 
chosen. “I bad no desire to go to that field, 
but God had so ordered, and LI went. The 
missionaries told-me that my wages would be 
1,500 piasters per year ($60,—the piaster ia 
about toar cents) of which the people were 

to raise 600 ; and before I lett, one of them 
took mo asido, and conselled mo to make it 

as easy for the people as poddible, by eating 
at their houses, eto., cte,, because it would 

como hard to them at first to do so much, 

Soon after [“went there, a neighboring pastor 
came over to the village, and we held a meet. 
ing with the brethren. We wulked about my 

support, and it seemed that they had, with 
wuoch difficulty, subscribed 500 piusters per 
year. I told them the missionari:s bad said 
they would raise 600, ‘Never! they exclaim- 
ed, * we cannot raise another para! And 

pastor M. said it was impossible :—ihey 
were too poor. * Where then shall I get my 
other bundred? [ asked. * We will help 
you from our place," he answered. 

“ But my miad was not at rest, That 

night 1 thought much on the subject. I said 

to mysell—* Suppose the Awerican Board 

should some day withdraw its support from 
this and other teeble churches, what will be. 

come ot them? And I prayed: *O, Thou 
who knowest all things, and with whom are 
all plans, show thy ignorant servant how thy 

kingdom can best be estabished in. this land.’ 
And it seemed to me that a voice said, in my 

soul,~=* It can be done, by giving one in 
every ten!" When | thoughtitover, it oonur. 
ed 10 me to test it first in my own case, One 

tenth of my 1,600 per year would be 150 
piasters, ‘No! 1 said, ‘I rao't give as 
much as that; I should suffer for it,’ But 

whoo | came to take it out of every month's 

allowance, it did not seem so much, ‘Que. 

teuth of my 125 per month will be 124 pins. 
tors ; * lcan do it," 1 said, * aod 1 will, even 
if I do bave to pinch a little!" (Hohanoes 
has no family to support.) It happened tha 
pPHSLOr————=visited us about that time, and 

[ laid the subject belore him, “It can be 

done,’ he said, * and it must be. I will give 

the tenth of my salary.” And so said preach- 
or =, who also came over, * Well, then’ 

I said, *do you think it will do for me to 
lay it before the brethren? * Yes,’ tacy re. 
plied, *itis the best thing you can do.’ So 
I propared mysell and preached to the people 
on the next Sabbath, The Lord blessed his 
own word, They accepted it, sud came toge- 
ther to be * written’ for their tithes, When 
we made a rough estimate it appeared that 
their tenths would amount to more than my 
entire salary! * Why, how is this?" they 

all said; ‘it was so Aard before, but 

now it comes very easy aud is truly pleasant.’ 
+ Now, to show you how God blessed that 

little flock, I will mention one case, There 
was ono of the brethren who had u vegetable 
garden, which the Turkish official, in writing 
down the taxes, had estimated at YOO pias- 
ters (for that year's produce), taxing him 90 

piastors, Others said it was too much; it 

would vot produce that amount, But mark 
the fu!filment of the promise in Malachi iii. 
10, That brother sold 8,000 piasters’ worth 
of vegetables, besides what was eaten by a 

housebold of 82 persons, and given uway,— 
smountiog to full 8,000 more, Others were 

also blessed, and all acknowledged that they 

had never known a year of such prosperity, 
The people not only eupported their preacher 
and school-tescher, but also paid over 2,000 
piasters for other purposes.’ 

The preacher was about to close his dis- 
course, when a member of the congregation 
arose, and asked permission to say a few words 
“] have learned,” he said, * from one 
of the missionaries, another truth which 
has great weight in this giving of one-tenth 
ot our income to the A nder the old 
dispensation, the Jews were only required to 
care for their own nation, but under the new 
dispensation the command is, * Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
oreature !' Therefore a tenth is not enough 
for Christians to give.” To this the preacher 
responded ; ‘“ A tenth is the very least that a 
disciple of Christ can give. Over and above 
that, he should giveas God prospers him.” 

d|* And now,” he added, ** let us seek tho aid 
ofthe Holy Spirit, that we, and all our of- 
ferings may find acceptance before God.” 
To the foregoing accouns Miss West adds: 

“ [vis diffioult to do justice to a scene and a 
sermon #0 unique, When that sightless man 
was led up into the pulpit, his appearance 
was anything but attractive. He ‘looked 
rough and upcared-tor; quite inferior in 
person. But he had a message from the Lord 
ot hosts, and well did he deliver it; remind 
ing me of the words: *‘ God hath chosen the 
weuk thingsof the world to confound the 
things which are mighty, and base things 
of the world and things which are despised 
hath God chosen,’ eto. 

¢ lt was worth much to see and hear one 
who had been so evidently taught of the 
Spirit, and made the honored instrument of 
laying a new foundation stone forthe building 
of Christ's church throughout the world! For 
the new ray of light that dawned in that ob- 
soure village of Armenia, two yoars since, 
has begun to radiate from many distant points, 
and we believe that it will solve the problem 
ot the support of Christian institutions in all 
lands, and hasten the day when the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of God. Well 
may every worker in foreign lands say, with 
Jesus: * I thank thee, O Father, of 

heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 

things trom the wise and prudent and hast 
revealed them unto babes, Kven so, Father, 
for #0 it scemeth good in thy sight.’ "— Mis. 
sionary Herald. 

Men wanted, 

Tho great want of this age is men. Men 
who are oot for sale, Mon who are honest, 
sound from cwntre to ciroumference, true to the 
heart's core. Men who will condemn wrong 
in friend or foe, in themselves as well as others. 

Men whose consciences are as steady aa the 
needle to the pole. Men who will stand for 
the right if the heavens totter and the earth 
recls, Men who can tell the truth and look 
the world and the devil right ia the eye. 
Mon that veither flag nor flinch, Men who 
can have courage without shouting to it. Men 
in whouw the courage of overlasting lite runs 
still, dcop, and strong. Men too large for 
sectarian bonds, Men who do not ory nor 
cause their voices to be heard on the streets, but 

who will not tail nor be discouraged till judg- 
ment be set in the earth, Men who koow 

their message and tell it. Men who know 
their places and fill them, Men who will not 
lie. Men who are not too lazy to work, nor 

too proud to be poor, Men who are willing 
to eat what they have earned, and wear what 

they have paid for,— Southern Home Jour- 
nal. 

a 

The Use of n Text, 

When Pitt, as first lord “of the treasury 
and Chaneellor of the Kxohequor, at the age 
of twenty-three, revisited Cambridge, where 
he bad graduated, Paley marked with a sar. 
oastio eye how assiduously some of the lead. 
ing men of the university courted the youth- 
ful prime minister, and wade up to him in 
view of the good things which he would now 
have at his disposal, Lt was Paley’s turn to 
preach before the university at St. Mary's on 
the Sunday during Pitt's visit. Accordingly, he 
took tor his text, * There is a lad here which 

hath five barley loaves and two small fishes,” 
adding, as be looked round om the crowded 
church, ** But what arethey among so many #" 

phi 

Regrot not a golden age that is behind, 
There is one before, and it beckons you, Its 
rewards are not for idle, bat for the brave 
hearts disciplined to toil. 


