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For the Christian Messenger.
« Distinct Schooels”

No. 4.

Dear Brothéy,—

There is an ambiguity in the wording of
the Bill introduced to the House last Session,
which, if tho expressions used be retained,
will be produetive of very unplcasant
results,

Any winority in s sohool section may

etitisn for a ** distinct school.” Miporities,
it is manitest, may be constituted in various
.ways. A Teacher may be unacceptuble to a
miority of the rate-payers ;—they may ask
for @ ** distinct sochool.” Another minority
may object to the introduction of Geography
and History, Siogiog, aud Drawiog, as
branches of instruction, and tway iosist en
oonfiuing the attention of the pupile to read.
ing, writing, and srithmetio :—they also may
ask for a ** distinot school.”—It it be said
that such requests would be denied, etill the
right of presentiog them exists, aud the ex
ercise of that right will certainly cotail ou
the communities which may choose to exer-
gise it a large amount of undesirable excite-
ment, tending to ill fcelings, bad tempers,and
in some cases to permanent alicnation, It
wou'd be excessively unwise to expose the
communities to there evils,

Yhe Hon. Mr. Fiyon,who admitted that the
Bill was * burriedly drawn” (wby so? why
wait till opearly the end of the eession,
and then strain every nerve to push it
through ?), suggested that the word ‘¢ re.

ligious” might be prefixed to the wcrds
* majority” and “minority,” thus restricting
the operation of the Bill to those places in
which religious minorities, objecting io the
present law, may be prepared to assert the
rights bestowed on them. _

Such minoritics will-be found all over the
proviuce, and every district wil to convalsed |
with wrangling aod discord, should the Bill
be throwo 10 amoog them. ' ‘s

We have now a systeurof education,which,

~ besides its intrinsic excel'ence in all otaer
particulars, is based oo ‘* respect for religion
aod the principles of Christiau morality.”
This system is objeoted 10 and cpposed. - It is
even denounced as ** godiess.”” Those who
50 denoupce it say that they hold that re-
ligion should be the * basis of all instruc.
tiow” ; mesuniog, by * religion”’, their own
form-of veligwus profession, snd desiring
that a large portion of the time ot the ochild-
ren attending school should be spent by the
Teachers in indoctrivating and training thew
in that forwm.

How shall these demands be met? How
shall the difficuliies arieing out of them be
removed ? ‘

Various plans bave beeo projected, one is,
that the Teacher ehall teach sll the religions
professed by the pareots of the children j—:0
that, co the days appoioted for this purpose,
the Remun Ceatholic class may atiend at vve
hour—the Kpiscopulisn class at another—the
Pres'yterian class at anotber—and so on,
with ‘he Baptist, the Meibhodist, the Uuniver-
salist olusses, snd aspy others that may be
constituted, iwocluding Mormouns, Jows, &e.
&c. L will be evident that this plan cun be
carried out in @ gruded school only, where
there is » clusé-room ‘hat may be used oo
such occasions ; for it would be highly 1m
proper that uil the pupils should be pre.
seut while these multitarivus in:tructions ure
giveo, Lo ie also cvident that the Teacher
shouli have a remarkably elastic co soience,
or, i other words, be tota ly indifferent to ail
religivn, wod therefore willing to teach wny
thiog. How tur the adoption of sach »
course would be consistent with the inculea-
tion of ** respect lor yeligion and the privei-
ples ot Corwiisn morality,” may be salely
lett 1o the deewion 2t your readers.

Avotber plao is, tho settiog wpart of certaio
hours fur religious iostruciion, to be oosupied
by the mivisiers of the devomioations repre-
scuted 10 the School, sbould they choose to
ateud tor the purpose specified, The ob-
ject vuuble “testure here is the derangement
that will be projuced. lo a welleordered
Sunoil every hour had its sppropriste ew-
ployment, L1, st a certaio bour, all the
ohildren of one demomioation were to be 1b.
stiao vd trow their classes, the work of those
classes would be impericelly perlormed, aod
qwu conlusion would resalt, Very few

the Bill, viz., the establishment of * distinot
sohools.” I shall find it necessary to post-
pone the examination of this to mwy next
Jetter, snd will close by cslling attention to
two preliminary considerntioos.

One is, the undesirablevess of making re.
ligious instruction a rpecific branch ¢f school-
sork. The wise man ssid, ** Train up »
child in ihe way he-should go, and when he
is old be will not depart trom it.” Bot the

ly, the parents, no doubt: christian motbers,
eepecially, have weighty responsibilitics, and
have received glorious rewards. Next to
them, the recogoised public religious igstrue-
tors, by whatever names they may be called :
on them the duty ol caring for the youug in
their respective covgregations naturally de-
volves; aod then, in subordination to them,
the Sunday School teachers, i all these
ply their tasks taithfully, there will be no
need of avy

teachings.
groat cffort, and sometimes with reiuctance.

and the vecessity for subiission.

of ‘heavenly truth, Tbe doctrives of chris-
tianity sbould not stand covnected with the
ordinary topics of Common School education,
to be learved in the same waover and under
similar restraints, [t is abundantly sufficient
that the course ol iustruction is-pervaded by
the spirit ot religion and worul'ty. . Specific
indoctrination should be le‘t to other times
and ot.er places, ‘

Tho rights and duties of minorities may |
also be briefly noticed. Vne general rule is,
that the wili of the majority must prevail, the
mioority quietly submitiiog. But the Bill
pow._.under notice proceeds on a differeot
principle. It providis for miuorities, sud
that by ouliliyiog, as far as they are cop-
cerncd, the resirictions under which the
Tescher is laid in regard to religious inetruc.
tion, as will . be wore fully shown herealter,
Now, it deserves to be seriously cons dered

action. Applied to politics, would it not
uunerve all energies, and prove an elcment ol
crusting weakoess 2 Would it npot. take
away the stimulus, and administer an opiate ?
Would it not involve parties in discreditable |
compromises ? Would it pot, in muoy io-
stances, be a bar to progrese, a break oo the
wheels ot legislation?

It u law is pussed, i rtended to promote the
wellare ot the whole community, and admir-
ably adapted te secure that resul', is it wise
or safe to pass another law, exempting from
the operation of the lormer as wuny parties
«s may choose to declure themselven dissatis.
fied with its enactments ?  Would this de'er-
euce to winorities work weli ?

: Yours truly,

J. M. Crane.
Acadia College, Nov. 17, 1868.
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Ciristion Flessenger.
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HALIFAX, NOVEMBER 25, 1863,

A Proposal-Great Inducements.

We hercby offir to seud the Messenger
WITHOUT CHARGE for the rcmainder ol this
year, to New Subscrivers tor 1869, from the

date of recciving their names with the puy-
ment io adveuce,

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

" We come now to the remedy propssed by |

question is, Who shall train him? Primari-

whether this is & wise or sate oourso of |

The Communion Question.
| For several months past there has been
‘considerable of discuseion geing on in the re-
ligious papers of the United States on the
| communion question—whether baptivm should
in ull cascs precede a participution in the
Lord’s Supper. At the Warren Association
'in Rhodo Island some few exprossed the
‘opinion that baptism is not pecessarily a
prerequisite to communion. This called forth
a host opposcd to such a sentiment. From
thut time thero has becn a continuous stream
of resolutions coming from Asscciation alfter
Association in pret1y well every State in the
Union, sffirmiog the views entertain:d by
' Bapists that the New Testament order, aud
| that obgerved by all denominaticus of Chris-
tians, is: first Baptism, theo the Lord’s Supper.
| The Pedobaptist orguns have hereby learned
that there is s arcely to be found sny differ-
"ence of opinion, on the subject in the Baptist

further srrangements, The body, or, as the N, Y. Independent puts it,

Cowmon School .is vot the place for such | the Baptist dcoomination 18 ‘*yet almost
[t is associated with compulsory | wholly given over to close-communion,”

exorcises, not un'requently performed with |

We bave mede no lengthy relerenoe to these
'discussions,nr we regard the question scarcely

It bas to do with the sternnces of command | & practical ove io this provioce, tbere being,
it briogs us we believe, but ouc opinion generally enter-
with it no associations tending to prepare the tained, ' : _ "
miod tor the ca'm and terious contemplation | ¢d commwunion #o inconsietent with the con-

We regard any other thana restriot-

stitution of a cbristiun church a8 to become
slwost an absurdity, The oceasicual referen-
ces of our contemporaries to our practice io
this particular, we hold, ure but ebul:tions ot
foeling, us inconsistent with their own practioe
»8 they are unwortby of their christivo char-
'ty and candor. »

wFresh Air ns o means of Grace.”

The N. Y. Methodist gives a very sensible
siticle under the above caption,

well as Methodimsy a

“ Many_a pood sermon has been spoiled for
want of fresh air during i's delivery.” The |
preacher hus felt beavy and the people drowsy ;|
the one, pstbaps, blaming his flock for Tiotless- |
ness, and tha other fiudiog tault with the minis

ter for being vniateresting ; while all the time
the fault wae in (1 ¢ tonl sir.  Who has not no

ticed the deadening effects of bad air in a prayer |
meeting, whan held, as such muestings otten ars,
in the besemeet of a church—a room usualy |
built with height of ceiling absurdly low in pro-
portion to 1ta mize ¥ In such a place, tull of peo-
ple, the-air becomes-vitiatod in a fow minutes,!
and every breath inbaled atier that is poison,—
We bave no doubt that many. ministers bave
broken down in heaith and gone to premature
graves by reason of preachiug and praying, ni bt

alter might, for weeks at a time, in badly.veuti-
ared roowms, ”

> a ———

tion that may be bencficial to Baptists as

- e -

ricton, Nova Scotia, Huron, Ootario, Quebeo,
and Torooto. The Lower House ot Clerical
and Ty Dslegates, would have none ol these
and rejeoted all, The Upper House refused to
make any further nominutions, The Synod
wished for either the Bishop of Ruperte Liaud,
or Dr. Balch, a clergyman from the United
States, who has f{or some tithe past been set-
tled in Montreal, whereas the House of Bish.
ops were determived not to pominats either of
them, and the House has therefore adjourned
for six monthe, to meet agiin in May.

There is some talk of the Sycod repudiating
the wuthority of the Bishops and electiog Dr,
Baleh, ard then sending him home to Eogiaud
for conscoration,

This contest ig & very remarkable comment
on Kpiscopaey and on the divineappointment of
that order of church governmeot.

R o s —_

Tus Lapizs SeMINARY AT WOLFVILLE, -~
We are glad'to learn that Mr.Jawes 8, Moree
has undeitaken the Superintendence of the
Bourdivg Department ot the Grand Pré La-
dies Semioary until more permanent arrsoge-
ments can be effected,

The Committee baving it in charge bave hal
a severe trial by the failure of Mr, Blair,

The Lady Principal Miss Kmreon, and ber
accomplished Assistant, Miss Nocris, have
the sywpathy ot mavy friends ot the In«i.
tution under existing circumstances. Wo
hope to hear that their past succcss in but a

precursor to.more extensive apprecistiou ol
their labors and abilities,

'« God everything to the Upright” is the

B. Pitblado, on Falwouth Circuit.  One who
felt iuclined might bere indulg® aspint of oriti-

oism ad lib ; but by the auchor’s confession in

. We copy his pretace to thesc Discourses one ir divsrwed.
the closing paragraphs as contaiuing instruc- He says, ** We are greatly i olined to ure the

prunivg keile, but had we time to do so they
might be pruned to death:—Go little durliogs
of my head and heart; go and may the Lord
God go with you. Prrsvavo.”

It is surpriciog that st this day meo of any
intelligence persigt in charging the Revision
of the Bible with being an attempt to make
a ** Buptist Version o! the Bible ;" whercus

| the very terms ** tuptise” ** baptisw”’ &o., are

ohanged into immerse, iwmernion, &o.  Our
ueighbor, the Provincial Wesleyan ndulzes
bis readers, and displovses some vt thew, by
frequen ly cowiug frowite exchanges iu this

tine, John Wesley was not airaid of Re.
vision,

—

Tho Rev. Cherles M. Graot lelt here in the

sexicne ought to bave sowe one to remind them

churches. /Better do without almost any Ling
elee than thw. A lLiving gospel ought never 10
be pieacbed in a dead atwmosphere. Give o
pleaty ot pure air,and the preachers will preach
betier, the brethren will pray betier, the prople
will sing better, ali our meetings will be better
witended, and followed by better conscquences,
(3ive each one ol us our lorty cubic wmckes ol
fresh mir for inspiration, and for every winute of
the service the eighteen pinte o which we are
vach justly eutitied, sccording to the dovtors,
aud we sball complan less of languor, hiead sches,
poor preaching, and dull mestiogs, and be lves
i danger ol backeiiding ; tor we devou'ly be-
lieve that tresb air is & weans ol grace,”

The Klestions in Kagland ure occupying
the vt euticn of the people aud filling up the
newspapers, They arealso made the principal
msterial of pews for telegrapbiv commuuica-
tion scross the Atlsutie, It would appear
irom the returns thus far, that the Liberal

We also make the following propossl. We
will seud a copy of Dr. Cramp's Baptist His-
tory to every person who sends us

FOUR NEW SUBSCRIBERS

a8 above, before the end of this year,

- ————

| Will our friends who are in arrears for the
| Christian Messenger have the kindoess to
torward the amouots due at their carlicst con-
' vepience, Demands which must bo met are
 pressiog upoo us, If we had the whole of

' what is owiog, we should be relieved from »

party ere largely 1o the arcenduot, having
uearly (wo.thids of the whole. ‘Ihere is not
@uch doubt, therelore, but there willbe a
chanze in the administration,

Some riots hag takeo place at Bwmiogham,
sud wt Bellast, in lreland, lo the former
placo the police and wob were fighting ; in
the latter the trovps bad takeu pos-ussion of
the town. Sowe persons had bevs killed,

Toe leadiog men ov either mde ure elcoted,
The Attoroey Geoersl, JuhnStusrt Mill, and
Barou Rotbsenild bave been rejected by the
consiituencies they previously ropiescuted,—
Parlisment will assvmble on Wedoesduy, the
Oib of Deccmber, Toe edministering of the

'vast wmount of care and anxicty. Delay
'causes us expeose &nd trouble,

‘vaehers, l lhiuk. would 0\)08(‘0‘ ‘0 tlk.: O'ing b’ any ono m.’ §ec a 'm'“ .um" but

Schools placed voder this arrangement.

A ibied plos is, the detention of the ebild-' whes they wre pumerous they become in the

reu a'tur sebool hours, io order toat they may
theu receive the requisite religious instruct 0.,
Tue chiel vbhjection to this scoeme i8 the
d flicu 1y ot earryiog it into effvot, especially
in. couotry diwstricts, woere maoy ol the
cbi'dren have covsiderable distanccs to walk,
and are sufficiently weary already, when
schoul-time closes, Cases of trusnoy duriog
the cxtra hour appointed for religious instruc-

tion would bé alarmiogly numerous.

¥

aggregate & lerge amount,and s serious in-
couvenicnce,

iug such & paragraph as the sbove.

& consummation devoutly to be wished,

oatns will take seversl duys. Toe public bus

What is|iness will commence on Monday toe 14:h of

December,

The Kypiscopsl Church in Canada aro ex-

Order io the Donimion of Caoada, sod sub-

Architects, buildling committoes, trusiees, and ! Etna tor Kogluog, on his way te ledia on

Fouuy last,  Oo the previous evening ao in-

perpetually that fresh air is & vital nacessity in | teresting social meeting ol ministers wag held

at the residence ot Joun B, McLioan, Ksq.—
By request several of the mivisters gave o
‘acvount of wast was beiog done in their re-
spective churoches on benalt ol Foreign Mis-
sious, io the following order: Ruv, P. G,
McGregor, on Presbyterian Miws wous ; Rev,
K. M. S.uuders, on gspm\ M ssionary work;
Rev, Mr, Eliiou, on the Umgcc‘gotwmil»t
Missiows; Ilev. Mr. Milligan, on Wesicyan
,Mmmun-; Rev, Mossrs, Alwon, and Hhil, oo
Courch ol Koglaud M issions ; and Rev, G, M,
Ginot oo Courch ol Scotiaud Missions,

Rev, Chus, Grant tneo gave sume wocount
of bis vicews, and tae motives that bad Jo.
dacea bim to offor bimeelf tor the For ign-

prase and prayer, specinly - comwitiing Mr,
(. Geant to the Diviee protestion wnd guid.
auoe,

Uxiox or e MariTiMe Provinoes,—The
‘ Chmum.-wwu Patriol Suyt 10 vo 13y the rys
ported visit of Mesers Aunsod aul M Liolly
to P. K. Island, 10 relorence t) too sbove sub-
joct j—

It these gentlemen were hore on such an or
rand, they must bave besn very confidential 10
their  communications. The day lor such a
Uuion, we fear, bas gone by."”

Another letter from Hon, Mr, Howe sp.
pears in the Chronicle ot yeswrduy woroing,
detondiog bis pomtion aganst the Minuie ut
Council wod Hou, Mr, Aovand’s letter, A tir
r viewiog the actiwn ot the Delegites in
London, be says ;—

« But what Is there now, or what has there boeen
since Juiy last, w my condust,»o difficu tw und r-
stand ? hen the tHouse of Commons rejected our
peil lon, even for enquiry, (Repeal belng out ot the
quustion), there were six kuvu scotivns in London

lenet i i | =the fuur Lel orthup, and Mr, Guivie
pericuciog some difivulty iu obtaining & Bishop | Tibe fv “‘""T""‘"’ RUFAT S SR8, V4O,
- in place of their late Metropoliian, Blobop We raw each other frequently, discussed the s ua-
We are sorry to sfflict those of our Pa.| Fultord,

trous who pay promptly in advaoce by insert-

tion with the utmost treedom, sod wi b the i o ben-
efit of ready uccess to Mr, Bilght came uianhnous y

‘I'ne nomiostion of & successor rests with |40 th® conclusion: -

. It all{the remaioing Bishps—ourio sly ocalied »
our Subscribers, wbo have not heretofore | House of Bishops.

‘Lht any further attempt to obtaln the repea' of
the British American Act, lu England, woul. fall

The electivns then “are unicss a Maiitime Uuwip weie fiest foimed; and
doone so, would imitate t.heir good enmplo,;msdq by the Synod. Tue ilouse of Bish- ﬁ:‘:::,:y J:'f.::fafdh.;’.f:“ d,‘:f,.}‘;“{,‘;’:‘,i’,ﬂ;d:‘,,ﬁ".‘;t?.‘;,;
we should be greatly obliged, aod be under|ops were deiermined to oominate vo candi- |thy ub

no necessity of relerring to movey matters,~— ' dates for election but those in the Kpiscopsl

lic money.
From tuis opinion, deliberately formed, afier con-
sultation with our Mond~. aud with all the facts ve-
fore me, 1 have never varied. A dozen gentiemen

mitted tbe names oflbo Bi.hopa of Frede.

title ol two sermona published by Rev, Charles .

ficld. The evoulog was olused by officing



