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For the Christian Messenger.
_Aylesford, Dec. 28, 1868,

Dear Bro, SELDEN,—

A friend who wae rec-ntly inquiring of me
respecting our esteemed Bro. R, 8. Morton,
suggested that it might be well to publish av
additional statement for the information of his

“numercus friends,

L am sorry 1o ssy, that be is recovering, il
at all, very tlowly, - His disastrous fall oc.
ourred on the 18th of September last.  Alter
more than three months, he can werely move
one knde w little. There is, however, much
more pain in his lower limbs of late, Toough
this is distressing. yet it affords some bope of,
at least, purtial recovery.

It gives we pleasurc to add, that Divive
grace contioues to sustain bim in the widst of
this heavy wffliotion,

Io different loculities friends bave kindly
furnished means tuward the support ct Bro.
Morten and fawily, for which he desires to ex-
press gratitude, Doubtless wany w:re will
cheertully aid in this ** lubor ot love,”

You s very truly,
Cuarvnes TuppER.

[If the Board of the Central Aseociation
Iotim Ministers’ Fu#d have vot had this
case befors them, we hope they will give it
early consideration, En, C. M.] -

For the Christian Messenger.

Scasonnble Reflections,

Dec. 25th, 1868,

Dear Editor =

sin oud build up the kivgdom of Ohriet? wre
we exerting ourselves to the utmost to rescoe
precious souls from perdition ? |

Cun it he possible that we believe in a
Heaven and a Hell, and thet tacre are vums«
bers aroun | us, and miny of them our vear
and dear friends, whoare uotuully flying away
from the one, aud rushing with mad speed to-
wards the miseries of the other, and wo are
looking on with compurative indifferenge.-—
Surely our position is apomalous, We pro.
fess to love our fellows, we beliove in a he l,
we see our friends un the highway thither,
Soon they will be béyond the rewch of hope,
Auother of their years is numbered, Our
opportunity to do thewm good, 'o #ave them
instrumentally will soon be past,  Ob! ot us
hasten to the resocue, smd prove ourselves wise
to winsouls, lest our garments be tound stained
with their blood.

Christon Fthessenger.

 BALIFAX, DEOLMBER 90, 1006,

Yours inChriet,
J. K. Gouongn,

>

The Close of the Year,

By the favor of the Most liigh we have
been brought nearly tofthe end ot another
year; and 1t becomes us to enter upon theres
oord,.our gratitude for mercics received, and
our dependance oo the same graoe in prospec!
ot the inure, During the year we huve
beeun called to experience much th.t was pers
plexing and painful. We bave sought to
pursue o siraight-forward ocourse, wnd such
»8 we have believed would serve the cause of

‘The year Eightecn bundred and Sixty-eight Lour Lord and Siviour in the world. Some

is drawing to a close. Many of us entered
upon it with tigh hope and firm resolve =
Humbled in view of past failures, we deter-
wmined to redeem the time, We thought by
doubling our diligeuce, to make up for days
recklessly squandered, It is now ours to re-
view. Huve our bopes been realized, our re.
solves carried out? Sowe perhaps, may cheer.
fully apawer in the affirwative, but to the mos!
ot .ue, I fear, the record of the year just clo-
siog, as it lies betore us and God, is a dark
one. Blasted bopes and broken reeolutione
besrrew the path we bave travelled,

Qur hearts sicken as we look into the misty
past.  Our courage well-nigh fails us as we
turno to the ucoertan future, We travel trem.
blingly on this border land between the Old
apd New Year. It is a solemn season,—
Thought ever busy is rushing now with accel-

— orated puoe, first backward, bringing in uiray

before us our privileges aud werocies, our op-
portunities for doing and receiviog good, ob
the oue hand ; ou the cther, the use we have
made of them, or rather our abuee of many of
them. Then we are carried forward ioto the
fature, and wek with trembling earoestness,
will it be different with us in the year to
come 7 :

Sbull we go the same cheerless round of
proposiog to do, yea, solemnly avowing we
will do, then in nct write the sawe record over
again (0 be held up st the end of Kighteen
Sixty-nine to mock us? We were about to
say, beiter make no resolves at all,

Bat perbaps pust experience has taught us
wisdom, We huve again and agein ** leaned
to our own understanding” and the resu't hes
proved our folly, All human props fail us.
Qan we be such dull scholars as not to bhave
Jearncd this? Surely, earely not, Let us
heuoctorih lean upon the Aimighty Arm, 1ot
us hope, pray, and resolve in His strength,
and all will be well,

But at this season those who have a real
interest in the cause of the Redeemer look
beyon | themselves. We *go rouud abou
Zion” We are aoxious to learn it she
bave been largely reinlorced, It ber out-
posts have bLcen filled up. If well trained
and valiant men have ULeen brought to the
frout. to assume tbe leadership in some of
her detschments, to do, to dare, and even to
die it need be in de'end'ng her interests, and
in assailiog the strong-holds of her enemies,
Well, nerrowing our vi:ion to the scene of con-
flict that cur own provinoce prescots, what do
we sce? Huve the hosts ol sin and bhell be'n
routed to any considerabloderree? Does the
‘banner of Jesus float over the besieged aud
broken lortiesses of cur scattered loes 7
Huve the forees of the spiritual Israel goce
.up to possess the laud hitherto occupied by
the * Armies of the alievs.” Nay, vay,
sorrowlully I repeat it, uo such advavoes
have been made, sin is as rempant aod the
powers of darkness as defiant as ever. The
. Cburch muy bave beld ber own, but as fur as
mertals cun see she has dove but little more,
Now, io view of these facts, may L vot ven.

. ture, humbly, but earnestly; to appeal to my
fellow-labourers in the vineyard of Christ,
My brethren in the Ministry, togetber with

thut portion of the Church to which we
belong, are we doiog what we can to putdown

few of our fricuds under the ivfluence of pre-
judice or ignorance may have lett us, - They
huve listened to evil counsel, and have de-
prived their families ol wbat was greatly
valued by them, ~‘We are glud to- be uble to
sta‘e thut ot there some bave.perceived their
mistake have come to view things from a more
elev.ted standpoiot and have repliced thewr
names on our list. These are to us doudly
welcome, we ehall continve to cherish the
hope that brethren whpss hearts are right,
who from res]l or fancied poverty, or auy
other caure have been induced for the past
year or two to despense with our virits will
soon be restored to an improved state of mind
aud oircawstances. The great body ol our
readers have no. however allowed the passing
changes to int riere with our bappy reluiions,
and to these we agaio pledge ourselves, wnd
venturo to anticipate cven greater satis'action
and more bappy relations in the coming year
thav ever before,

The wotld is progressing. We might in.
dulge in u relerence to the important chaoges
that bave taken place in . various countries
Jduring the year now nearly past. lo doing
so we should find sbundunt evidence tha:
v The Lord reigns'’ and that he is over-ruling
the affairs of wen for the accomplishment ot
his “werciful purposes towards our race,
What cbanges for the botter are ssen o
Svaiu, io Austria, in Turkey, in the United
States, in ou: own mother country and lre
lsod. In our owns Provinoe too there is less
ot the ory ol distrees, than at the end of last
year ; aod we believe woro assurauncs is felt
thut existing d.fficultics wiil be overcome

‘peacefully by legislative enactment. Qur

religious liberties will need a watehlul oye,
We must vot slumber in lancied security thut
those who enjoy these privileges in commou
with ourselves are willing to defeod and pre-
sorvo them for ue, We must be on the alert
and be willing to relinquish whatever muy io-
terfere with the transwission of thew to our
posterity, ** The price of freedom is eteroal
vigilance,” These are some of the leelings
and thougbts with which we would look lor-
ward to entering upou avother period ol lile,
“ Life is the time to serve the Lord.”
Ouar rest will be io a brighter happier sphere.
Qo the threshold of 1869 we would offer

cordial greetings to our readers and wish
them all & Hoppy New Year.

Separate Schools and the
Dominion Government, -

The people are awakening io reference to

“the subject of Beparate Scbools snd we

doubt not they will be prepared to shew
the Legislature when it mects that they
wish for no such change in the Sehool
Law as that of Separate Schools, We see
that st & late meeiing of the Truro Presby-
tery, & series of resolutions was passed against
Scparate Schools, ** pledging itself to use all
proper means to render such attempts (as that
of last nonion) abortive, by brioging the ques-
tion fully under the notice of their people.”
There should be no delay in this matter,
The question was deferred from last session
00 purposo to give an opportunity for the

rletw, a fair measure of ppwer to the Do.
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believe the government are desirous of know-
jog what aro the views ol the people oo the
subjoeet,
o perocive that the Rev. Dr. Uameron,
ut Ariohat, Vicar General of the Roman Qath.
olioc Chureh, has written a long letter to the
Morning Chronicle, defending the Hon. Mr,
F you's Dwtivot Sehocl Bill ot last ression,
He reters to the Rev, De, Crampls letters on
the subject which huve lutely appeared 1 our
columns, The editor of the ChAronicle docs
vot endorse the views eounciated in Dr, C.'s
ietter, but afficcos that ne holda opiniois ad
verse on the suhject of Separate Schools.
“ Tre British North Amorica Aot,” in the
epinicn of the ** Contedrates,” 'gives, at

minivn Governmeut; in the opinion of the
' Anticonfederates,” it has taken away the
rights of Nova Scotiuns, and bas \nvested the
oentral government with undue -authority,
liberties ot vur Province,  Qae party admits,
tov much j woud the otler party declures that
the bargaio tor Nova Scutia s altogether a
bud one, _

Ttis being the case, where is the nacessity
ot handiug over to the Domivion Government
wny of the suhonty which our Parhament
pow pogsesses, wud whioh, by the ** Aet,” is
qlly conovded to it? Thws is contemplated
by Mr. Flynu's * Sepurate 8ahool Bul.”

A present, Kdueatioo is exclusively inour
own buuds, Wo cun d ul with it at pleasure.
The pretent sysiem can be swept away, and a
new one subsiionted 1o its place, It may be
smended or modificd, as exverience and wis-
dom muy require, 1o order to its periection.
All this wuy be done, wud the wathority to
deal with the important question ol Kducation
still resides 1o our Local Paliament,
Al ot this holds true, so long us Separate
Schools do wot _exist, But so roon
as Mr, Fiyuu's Bill becomes law, we have
surrendercd our right to deal, in sowe respeots,
wita the quesiion of Kduntion, Iuthe pas-
sing ot that ** B 11,"" tne unhmited power ol
Nuva Scotiavs over their own Kducation,
would becowe limited, according to the 8id
and 4th Clauses ot the 98ed Sectidn of the
** Dominion Aot.” ls it not astonishing thut
such a measure was \n any way lavorably
considered by an Anti-conlederute Legisia.
ture ?

These c'auses were brought to the notice ol
our Loeal Parliameant, during the debate on
Me, Fiyon's Bill, aud the iuterpretation
here given, was then accepted,

The 8cd Clause ot the British North
America Act reads thus,

“ Where in any Province a aystem of separate
or dissantient schools exis's by law at the Unien,
or is thereatter established by the Legwlature of
the Province, an appeal shall lie to the Govers
nor General in Council from any Act or decis-
ion ot any Provimzial anthority, atfectiog any
right or privilege of the Protestant or Roman
Catholic wminority of the Queen’s subjects in re.
lation to education,

The &:h c'ause reads as follows :

“ In case any such Provincial law as from time

which may be exeroised at the expense ol the | -

that we huve given up enough, and, perbape, |

coyal Weesleyan Chureh,
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views of the people to be ascertained, aud wo the Powminion Governmont, would hesitate

to take such a step ; and will an Anti-Con-
federate Parliament do it? We thall wait
anxiously to see!.

At present the different religious denom-
inations are dwelling together iv comparative
harmony. Their children are watebing each
other in the same olusscs, and on the same
playground, Ignorant of the teuds of the
past, their young hearts ate entwining around
cach other, drawn together by the potle ia-
stioots of & common bumanity, Here are being
sown the seeds of lutare peace apgd Iriendship,
both for social and for ewvil lite, Must all
this be termionted by the ruthless blow cf a
v Distinet Sohool Act?" Must wo buve
torced upon us the ocuuse of lasting strile
which may ruge in ¢very school section, und
ou the floors of our 'ocal Parliament; wud
which can only be finally settled by the
dictation of the Goverment ut QOitawa?

v

Ecclesiastical Precedence.

The ** Ocder of Precedence” issued a short
time since, irom tne Colonial cffive pliced
* Archbishops and Bishops according to
seniority,” pext in order to Licutenant
Governors, Thie haa called forth remoa-
struoces from several of the religious denoms
inations that do mot use the term * Bishop,”
to designate any of thoir ministers, Lt isuot
stated o the Order referred to thut any parti-
cular oburches will be recoguisad in prelerence
to others, und we presume that it was ¢x.
peoted that only the Aunglicats avd Rowan
Cat olies would be eligible tor suoch ** preee-
denve,”™ But it appears that this is & mis-
toke. In Canada it secms that there are four
different churcues baving *Buisbops™ to whom
the sbove ** Order ™ is applioatle,—tho
R man Cutholics, the Charch ot Kuglund, the
Epscopal Methodist, wnd the Atrican Kpis-
It tarther appears
tbat the ** bishop” who is entitied by seviori-
ty__ to * precedencg " over all the other
' Bishops,” in Uaoada, is u worthy old
colored minister ol the latter church—the
Rev, Willis Nugrey, and the next o seoiority
s Bishop Richardson belonging to the same
church, '

- The difficulty therefore which bas existed
between the Anghosn and Roman Catholio

digoitaries is solved, so far us the first and

soond personages are concerned,  Who shall
come next in order will not, perhaps, be coun-
tended tor very earnestiy. '

The question bhas been suggested to us,
Whethor the ** Order of Precedency’ respeot-
ing Archhishops and Bishops will be attended
to on the occasion of our Lieutenant Govern-

or's Lovee o Friluy next—Now Years Day.

It it be, sud the ** Bishops™ appesr with
General Doyle and bis suite as in state core-
mooials, Bishop Thomas as the head of the
Atrican lBaptist Cburch in Nova Scotia may
possibly olaim & place with the other
‘ bishops™ on that duy, Will General Doyle
invite bim with them to o seat at his table ?
We shall see.

Although we ocertainly esteem our own
pastors — the ministers of the . Baptist

to time seems 10 the Governor General in Coune
¢il requisita tor the due execution ol the proviss
ione of this section is not made, or in case any
decision of,the Governor General in Council on
any appeal under thia gection is not duly vxecus
ted by the proper Proviucial autbority in that
behall, then and in every such case, and as far
only as the circuwmstances ot cach cave require,
the Parliament of Canada may muke remedial
laws for the due execution of the provisious of
this section and o! any decision ol the Governor
(General in Council under thiy section.”

Why i3 Mr. Flyon's Bill so short? why
does it aim to secure from the Losi-luuro
only the principle ot ** Distinot Schools,”
significantly omitting, as it does, to point out,
in suy way, cither vaguely or distivetly, the
details of the moasure? Lo the light ot the
wbove quotation from the ** Dominion Act,”
the reply to thes: questions is obvious, The
wuthor ot that * Biii" had, no doubt, studied
ourciully this provision of the ** British
North American Aot,”

Grraot the principls of Scparate Schoole,
snd what follows ?

We caonot fully reply to this questipn, but
we can sce gome of the rosults, The Protes-
tant depominations may support their Pablie
Schools with their pesuliar religions views
torbidden, whilst the Roman Catholize may
draw from the public lunds te sustain sohools
in which all his religious teachiogs shall find
s place. It is also plain that, in cuse Scparate
Sapools are graoted, it will be necossary to
buifd more rchool houses and to support
more teachers, and whore can the Province
look for the remedy of ruch abuses, or
for delivorance from euch grinding in-
justice 7 The Local Legislatarc bas ivdeed
tho power to ioflict the injury, but iu the
act of doing it, the right to redress the

rievance would be surrendered to Canada.
| The —most distinguished — adwirers — of

Churches—to bo * bishops™ ot the true
Apostolic Sucoession, yet we by no meaus
desire to insist ¢cn any olaim o« precedence
on their behalf. We do claim however on
behult ot the Presbyterian, Wesleyan, Coan-
gregationulist, and ‘Buptist Mioi.ters, tull
cquulity with those ot wny aod overy oiher
ohurch, whether they be styled priests,
bishops or arch-bishops, or merely pastors,
elders or teachers.

e e

Sabbath School Work,

The Question DRAWER is an institution in
meny ot the Aonnusl Conveotions which
awakens great interest. v coonsists of a
drawor in which any member doposits a
question or & Request he wishes answered,
A committee is appointed to examive tho
drawer at each session sand to decide whether
the questions are of such a character as
should receive replies ; wnd to supply such
answoers as may be appropriate, The fcl-
lowing is a series of Questions taken {rom
suoh n drawer at a Sunday School Convention

supplied :—
Question,—How best to gather in the chil-
dren ?

Answer.—Chisfly by meins of good teachers,
Kindness and sympathy do much, Don't be

love dutails also ; give lbem.

Q —How te get gool, faithful teachgre ?

A.—By discrimination in selecting, and zeai
in enlisting, their interest aud services

Q. —Should any but pious persons teach in
a Slbbub-ochoolg

A.—Not if avoidable ;— would form large
classes, and resort to other expedients belore
ulaloymg them.

~Are teachers' meetings desirable, and ©

how would you conduct thew ¥ i
| A —=8uyuld rely more on individual study;

at Chatanque, in New York, with the replics

ascetic. Make all appear pleasapi. Childeen
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