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der was reascnable and expedicnt, and might
“have met with apostoli¢ approval, if it had
been"introduced, the subsequont. alteration,
whercby that 'presiding elder became the
bishop, with pew and enlafged powers, was
plaiuly contrary to the tenor and spirit of New
Testament legislation. -

4. That-by parity of reeeoning. other ad-
ditions to the chrigtian system may be beld
apostolie. In Justin Martyr’s time (about
A. D. 151) the wine used in the Lord’s Sup-
per was mixed with water, and portions of the
elements were sent to the absent and the sick.
Were those practices apostolic? Ifso where
shall we stop ?

5. QOur conly safety lies in rigid adherence

. to New Testament principles; rules and Jaws
a8 far as they can be clearly sscertained,—
We must not be guided by surwire or conjec-
tore. We must not be governed by expedi-
ency. Itis perilous to assume super-apos-
tolio wisdom. Whatever inconveuiences may
be supposed to arise from the Congregatioval
mode of church’ government (and buman
weakness and depravity, it yielded te, would
soon corrupt @ny- icrms), it s clearly the
cearcst approach to tie pattern of apostolic

churchee, and most ib accordunce with the

free epirit of Christianity, “A body of be-
lievers, united together in _love and purity,
- and resolutely determived to shape all their
proceedivgs, as a church, by the written laws
of the Saviour, as they may be discovered by
diligint and prayerful inquiry, will be at no
loss. But let them beware of substituting
humaun tradition for the will of their Lord,
and of bartering {reedom for power—as is
done by episcopacy.
Acadia College, Feb. 19th, 1868,

For the Christian Messenger.

Dear Sir,—

Letters have row been received from sl
the members 6t the late Council relative to
the poiot raised by Rev..A.'S. Hunt in bis
letter to you of Feb. 8rd. Seven ot these
letters have already appeared in your
columns, and I am now directed "to ask you
to publish so much of the remaining four as
bear upon the point in question ; together with
a few remarks conoected with the subject of
these communications.

A. M. Wheelock, Ezxq., writes thus

“ As for the church being asked, whether they
would receive .onr decision as final or not,
never heard of such a thing to the best ot my
knowledge. When the church received the
Council 1 supposed as christians they were
bound to'receive the decision.”

James E. Rand, Esq., says

‘1 beg leave to state that after.a careful ex-
amination of the letters referred 10 and turning
my thoughbts to the various ‘questions discussed

" -at that session, I cavnot calll to my mind the

. slightest 1ecollection of the question in_digpute
having been put to the representatives ot the
church by the Secretary or any other member
ot Council. Had that question been asked and
aun answer given as stated by Mesers. Rand and
Eston, it would bave implied a want of coufi-
dence in the Council, glad sdch discourtesy
been shown by the represemtatives of the cburch,
I do vot think it cou.d te forgoiten by any
member of the Council ”

,, :’Mr Davie, writes
% am's that I bave no very distinct

retmdwbrance of what occurred at the moment
to which your inquiries refer. There was much
stir and excitement just them, and my attention
was distracted from matters more immediately
on band. I am inclined to thiak, bowever, that
Mr. Hunt’s statement in his recent letter to the
Messenger as to the from of the questions thén
put and the answers returned, is substantiall
correct. That is, 1 seem (o recall both the ques-
tions and the answers; and bave a strong 1m-
pression that Mr. Hunt has eorrectly reported
them. To this, however, I would add that 1
also recall the discussions that were raised in
connection with those questions and answers as
indicated in your letter apd in Mr. Rand’s as
givenin tbe Messenger, together with Mr. Hunt’s
letter, It was evident that you and he, as
representatives ot the church before the Coup-
cil, were anxious pot to promise on bebalf of
the church more than you were authorised to
promise, and yet I was not fully awake to the
imporiance of these discussions. I bad a iively
bope—a bope alas! which has proved to be but
a fallacious one—that the decisions at which
the Council might arrive, woald lay a basis it it
did nothing more for the settlement of your
unbappy chburch difficulties, The existence of
thise bope made me impatient of everything
which tended to hinder the Council from getting
at what scemed to me to be its proper work ;
and so I was pot sorry when , our President
“* waived bis band,” and brougbt these discus.

sions to a close—their final one as it turned out
to be.”

Rev. W, S.- McKenzie w:"itcs f—

“ My recollection of the scenes connected
with the first session of the Council is quite
vivid, and supplies the following : —
+» When the COUNCIL was organized, Dr. Spur-
den turned to me, sitting near him at the table,
and said—* Now, brother Secretary, what next?’|

I replied,* We should now ask both rnrti« .

whether they will recognize the Counci y BOW
-organized, as their MUTUAL counciL” D,

-Spurden put this question. There was some

besitation on the part of the representatives of
the cnurcnH. Mr. Rand seemed a little be-

wildered, and began to make (ome remarks
about resolutions passed hy the CHURCH, and

called en Mr. Eaton to remind the Council of
the purport of these resolutions. Mr. Eaton
turned to me and said, ¢ vou bave the resolutions
and can understand them,” Were turned to these
resolutions, but could not see that they contain

ed the answer to the Chairman’s question. They
related to the ccmposition of the Council. te
the subjects for our investigation and adjudica-
tion. Meanwhile Mr. Rand, Mr. Ea‘on, Judge
Johnston, and Dr. Crawley* were on their feet
addressing the Chairman at the same moment,
cn points astray from the maim question, and
producing mo small amountofconfusion. Messys
Rand an i Eaton were maintaining that the res-
olutions passed by the Church July 12 and Au-
gust 12 (I think these are the dates—I wiite
from memory) comstituted the basis of action for
the Council At length Dr Spurden waved his
band for silence and said—* Brethren, the res-
olutions are all right, Weunderstand that mat-
ter. But you do not seem to understand .the
question tefore you. The question of the Coun-
cil is this—-Do you recognize this Council as
ncw organized as your Mutual Council ? Will
the parties please answer ?”  Dr. Pryor respond-
ed in thes> verv words—* I do most beartily.’—
Mr. Rand and Mr. Eatop requested a few mo-
ments to retire for consultation. They returned,
and aprealing again te the resolutions whick had
been under debate, wishing us to corsider them
as the basis of action, they responded—* We

to proceed ro the investigation.’ Then recalling
bis statement, be remarked ¢ I thick the Coux-
cil had better go into a private session.’ The
j arties retired, and the Council settled upon the
‘wede of corducting the examination. Now at
1o time durit g these preparatory proceedings did
| bear the question put to either party whether
they would agree to accept the decision as final.
That members of the Council agitated this ques
tioir among themselves, or that any one put it
to Dr. Pryer, or to the representatives of the
Church, I bave no recoliection whatever, Iecan
say tha{ 1 for one had ot the remotest suspicion
rhat eitber Dr. Pryor or the Church intended to
set aside our Decision. It was my business, as
Secretary; torecord the official proceedings of
the Council, and not anything aed every thing
that came up at random. And as ome, whose
position required me to note every thing that
should go on record in the Minutes of the Coun-
cil, 1 am certain tLat the question in debate,
was not distinetly and officially put to either
party, and that no discussion arose between the
parties and the Council on any question of that
nature.  Had it been thes, and bad either party
expressedan intention toset aside our Decision, |
should bave recorded it, laid down my pen, re
turned to my home, and saved myself from the
centempt which 1 could not have resisted had |
remained to work in the face of such an inten:
tion.”
In this connection one or two remarks may
be made,
1. When the church entertained the idea
of calling in . the aid of a Couneil, differeat
brethren once and agaio . stated  that
they could not consent to such a course, if
therchy the church would uitimately tranpe-
fer to such a body obligations which they
believed were by the Scriptures imposed upon
the church, and the church only—other
bre:bren ds frequently made answer that
calling in the aid of a Council would not, as
a matter of course, uiringe in any way upon
the uitimate responsibility "ot the church in
‘the case, but would aid in the exercise of that
responsibility.
2 Accordingly the resolutions which
were sent to Councillors invited them simp!
o -‘investigate’ certain subjects and to
“ report ™ to the church their ¢ opinion,”
3. Two represettatives of the church have
each-given a direct and explicit statement
that at the first Session of -the Council, the
question was asked (oot formally and officially
from the chair, and on this account not likely
to be recordéd by the Secretary whose ¢ busi-
ness’’ was to ‘“ record the official proceedings
of the Council, and not apything and every-
thing that came up at random ”— as he
himself informs us.) whether, the church
would agree to regard the opinions at which
the Council might arrive as final, and that
they apswered in the pegative. -Their state-
ments are most fully and even minutely con.
firmed by Rev. S. March and corroborated
by Wm. Faulkver, Bsq. Rev. J. Davis also
appears to recollect something of the disous-
sions that occurred on this point. On' the
other hand Rev. A. 8. Huct, positively de-
clares that po such question was raised, and
that no such devial as that stated ‘was made,
The testimony of nearly all the remainin
wmembers of the late Council who moet the
point, is, that they have no recollection that
the question was raised. It is of course un-
pecersary to poist out how impossible it
would be for a number of persons o recollect
that certain things occurred which did not
occur, or bow reasonable it is to suppose that
things which did occur were by others not
noticed, or, if poticed, were forgotten,
4. Dr. Spurden says *‘ I knew beforehand
from their own svowal, that the representa.

®I¢ is believed that Dr. Crawley was not present.
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recognize the Council as organized.’ e
Dr. Spurden theu said * We are now ready

tives of the church would not agree to this,
and that any attempt to forece coneurrence in
a decision not yet given might stop proceed-
ings altogether,” ;

5. When the Decision was delivered and a
vote of thanks proposed, an unanimous vote
was withheld until it was distinctly explained:
by the President, that such vote would not
compromise any wember of the church in re.
gard to accepting or not accepting the decision.

6. The Decision of the Council recom-
mended the church to “ reconsider’’ its ac-
tion touching the transactions in the affairs
of Miss Vase,” which recommendation scemed
clearl; to admit that it was the duty of the
church to exercise their owa judgment in the
matter, and ar clearly advises the church to
this course,

7. When the Clerk of the church was
persevering in his effort to get the Minutes of
Council, be, four days after the delivery of
the decision, wrote thus to the Secretary ot
the Council : ¢ They,” the church, ‘“wish to
know by what steps you arrived at it, (the
decision,) so that they may be able to decide
conscientiously whether they ought to abide
by it or not.” (Se2 “Reply” page 68)

From these statements it is evident, that the
Chburch regsrded it as fundamental in Baptist
polity that in such a case as was then uunder
consideration, it could not transter ultimately
the duty of deciding for itself; that the Coun-
cillors were invited to report their opinions to
the church ; that the representatives of the
church not only had no authority to agree to
accept a decicion, not yet delivered, but had
they so agreed would have knowingly done
violence to the solemn convictions of the
chareh ; that they did not do so but expressed
their determination not to do so; that when
the decisior was delivered in the presence of
the whole Couneil, the church unmistakably
indicated what they belicved to be their duty
o this point, end no surprise was expressed by
any mewbsr cf the Council at the same; that
the decision itsclf points to the eubsequent
exercise of judgmen: on the part ot the
church ; and that four days alter the deliver
of ‘the decision, the Becretary (Rev. Mr.
Armstrong) on learoing that the charch in-
tended to exercise such independent judgment,
expressed no surprise at sach a course.

After what has been stated above, it i
hardly necessary to ask : Did the church do
anything which might fairly be construed. by
the Couveil into a pledge to abide by the
decision? Tuo other words, -Had they any
good reason to believe before they entered
upon their work that the church had im-
pliedly contracted to accept the decision not
yet given?

1. The resolutions upow which they
aeted certaicly contained no such coniract or
pledge. |

practice for churches to accept the decisions
of Councils as for it to be assumed that this
church would do so.

= The Cburch’s acceptance of the Couc-

cil *“as now organized” did not, surely,

amount to a pledge to accept a decision not
yet delivered,

2. Rev. Mr. Armstirong aod Mr.
Huct would bave declined to act if they had
supposed the Decision would not be regarded
as fioal, #

James E. Rand, E:q., thinks it would

J|bave implied a want ot confidence in the

Council to have told then: the church would
not agree beforeband to accept the decision.-

A. M. Wheelock Esq., tbinks that ac-
cepting the Couucil was a pledge to accept
the decision.

Rev, W. 8. McKeozie would not have
acted on the Council had the church expressed
an iutention to reject the decision. [He does
not say what be would do in a case where a
church would not bind themselvesto accept
a decision. ] :

Rev. Mr. Bill and T. R, Patiille Esq. say
nothing on the poiut,

8. Dr.” Spurden says that though he
““ bad laid it down as a generai ruls not to
serve on a Council unless the parties would
agree to abide by ite decision,” yet in this
instance *‘ he knew beforeband from their own
avowal that the representatives would not
agree to this,”’—to acoept the decision.

Rev. Mr. March and W. Faulkner,
Esq., recolloct that before the Council began
their investigation the representatives of the
church expressly said that they would not
agree to accept the decision as final,

Rev. Charles Randall says that he
‘““pever for a moment imagined that the
Council went to Halifax to decree, but to
investigate, report, and advise; subject of
course to the action of the church, whose
action would be fioal.”

Rev. Mr. Davis ¢ hoped” the decision
might Iay a ¢ basis” of action for the church ;
thus agreeing with théRev. Mr. Randall,

Yours, &o,
Feb, 25th,
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Christion Felessenger.
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HALIFAX, MAROH 4, 1868.°

The latest English telegrams contain the
news ot the resignation of the Earl of Derby,
as Prime Minister and leader ot the Govern-
ment. His retirement is in consequence of
declining health, having been frequently of
late obliged to abstain from his public duties
by severe-fits of gout. The management of
Government now talls on Mr. Disraeli, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, leader of tha
House of Commons. Although a was of

L:rd De:by, and will probably have some
trouble in making up a ministry who will
long bold office. The man who will proba-
bly assume a very promineat part in the
cabinet is Lord Derby’s eldest son—Lord
Stanley. The finances and commerce of the
kingdom are in a very healthy state, but as
political parties are«pretty equally divided,
there will o doubt ere long be a sharp
struggle for the possession ct power, in con-
sequence. of the Premisr’s retirement,

Public attention in Eogland is still chiefly
engrossed by the expedition to Abyssinia.
There are now ien or twelve thousand
British ‘troops under Sir Robert Napicr in
the heart of that almost unknown regiou,
to enforce upon King Theodore the release
of the English captives. The country has
for some time past been io a state of great
civil commotion, several of the powertul
tribes into which the popalation is divided
being in open insurrection against King
Thecdore. Some of them have openly wel-
comed the British army, and there is goed
reason to hope that the semi-barbarian ruler
will be intimidated into giving up his cap-
tives—should not such be the case, the
expense and casualties that may attend the
expedition are much to be dreaded. The
country is most difficult of access, being in
fact a cooglomeration of lofty mountaips,
fertile vallies, and most difficult passcs. It
lies in portkern Africa just north of the
equator, which it nearly touches on_ the
south, and is bounded by Upper Egypt on the
north aud the Blue Nile on the west, The
religion of the inhabitants is about equally
divided between a corrapt form of christian-
ity and heathenism. i,

In connection with Africa it is very satis-
factory to learn, that the celebrated African
explorer, Dr, Livingstone, is in all probabili-
ty safe and pursuing his researches in the
interior of the Continent, the story of his
baving lost his life in a skirmish with natives,
haviog been fully ascertainsd to be untrue.

Waar 18 MAN? or Thoughts on the origin,
nature and destiny of man : hy Deacon Cor-
nelius Connolly, of Jacksontown, N. B. This
pawphlet is brought out for the purpose of
meeting the old Sadducean doctrine, held by

existenco until the resurrection. The pam.-
phlet is well written and is calculated to bLe
uselal to many persces troubled oe those

points. It is pablished by Barnes & Co., St,
John, N. B.

Tue Caxapian DomiNioN Trstep BY TuE
Evipence or Scripure anp Hisrory, by J.
G. Marshall, Retired Judge, &e.

Judge Marshall’s pen is most prolific. He
bas sought here to shew

“ That it is not the will of the Divine Ruler
to establish permanently, extensive Empires and
governments to rule over other nations aud

His will and design, that each people, as to civil
rule, shall be independent of every other power;
and bave and enjoy the government of its own af-
fairs ; excapt in some special instances, in which
that infinitely wise and Almighty Ruler, for ef-
fecting certain purposes of justice, or mercy,
toward maokiod, is pleased te establish and up-
bold, but, only for a time, socme powerfn! Em-

pire, to rule ever any certain number of other
nations or countries,”

He gives a fine summary of history—bib.
lical and profane—irom that ‘of Ancient
Greece don to the Noew Dominion, and
comes to the conclusion, that, to prevent the
evil which has belallen other nations, we should
seek an entire separation from the Union,

We perceive by the Sword and Trowel,
February. That a Mr. Haley of Derby, late
of the Metropolitau Tabernacle College, was
expected to leave Kogland this mouth jor
St. Jobn, N. B.—we presume to bccome
pastor of the Brussels Street Church.

At the Anoual ‘Ohurdb meeting of tﬁo
Taberaacle, (Mr. C. H, Spurgeon’s) the num-
ber of members was avnounced as 3634 ; the

B. H. Earon, Clerk, |

D

clear increase for the past year being 224,

high ability, he is by no means so popular as.

<

some—ihat at death man ceases his conscious

countries, but on the contrary, it appears to ba
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