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Ecocre1astioan History orF EnaGranD, from
the opening of the Long Parliament to the
death of Oliver Cromwell. By Joux
SrouauroN. Two- velumes, pp. 1083.
Liondon : 1867.

Mr. Stoughton is a minister of tbe Con-
gregationalist Denomication, resicent at
Konsington, near London, where ke hus
laboured succcse’ully for maoy years. He is
the autoor of several valuable publications,
and will yet live, we hope, to writo many
uore, .
~ The first volume of the work now" before
us treatg ot ¢ the church of the civil wars;”
the gecond, c¢f ¢ the Chuich’ of the Com-
monwealth,” The history is derived from
tae best sources, and the auther has enjoyed
tane udvautage ol access to the treasures pre-
served in the Staie Paper Office, Modery
historians are greatly indebted to the liberality
ot successive goveruments for the free use of
the documents stored in that cffice, and have
succeeded, in conscquenve, in throwing light
ou wany passages iu our bistory which were
belore cbscure.

Qur readers will at ouce admit that such.
a wotk as this, it well executed, must
be an acceptable addition to the literature of
the age, No period of Eaglish history is so
replete with events of momentous issuc as the
times of the Comwonwealth and the Pro-
tectorate, and no portion of our annals has
been so misapprehended and misrepresented.
Torics and . high-churchmen have vied with
infidels of the woist type in maligning the
pious of those days, and have systematically
ascribsd to hypoerisy and bascness the noblest
decds which, men have been honered to
achieve. Like the *‘* drcamers” referred to
by Jude they nave ** spoken evil of the
things which they knew not.””—Mr. Stough-
tm, oo the other hand, writes intelligontly
avd impardally. e is evidently io sym pa-
thy with the grest actors in those siirring
scenscs, aud duly appreciates their princifles,’
their motives, and their aims,

Lt was the-fashion for pearly two centuries
to treat Oliver Cromweil us a visionary and
a knave, Thomas Carlye unveiled his true
charaeter, in the * Loiters ands Speeches,”
and vow the tide has turned. A juster esii-
mate of Crom..ell is formed j-and thers are
tew who wiil pot admit, alter allowanee for
weakoesses and faults, to which all are liable,
that be was a truly great man-~one of God’s
heroes, who ¢ do exploils.” Thus writes the
horo, after the battle of Nascby :—*You
bavo heard of Nuseby; it was a appy vie-
tery. - As in this (Long Suttos), so in that,
God was pleased 10 use his servants; upd il
men will be m+laeious, and swell with euvy,
we koow wio.hath said—* It they will -not
sec, yet they rhall sce and b ashamed for
thoir envy @¥'his people.’ - I can say this of
Nascby, that when [ saw the encmy draw up
and’march in gallant . order towards us, and
we a company of poor ignorant men, to scek

how to crder cur battle, the general havip

victory, because God wou'd, by things that

are pot, bring 'to nought things that are, of |
which 1 bad great ussurance, and God did it. | laying her hauds to
Ob, that men would therefore praise the Lord, |
and-deslare the wonders that he deth for the |

childien of men ! . -
Mr, Stoughton is by no means anncesssarily
severe on Charles 1.

revdlled, and shows that he was a man whom
no one could trust,

than suspected of collusion with the Iris

their aid be would have trampled oo the Jaws
of the land, He was coutinually
for that purpoge,

*“ Ot couree, all this. intriguing involved

much doplicity. . The collection of letters
which were written by Charles in 1646, andi
which are now published, will be found to

exhibit this prominent feature of the King's

oharacter.  Whenever he formally conceded '

He exposes the dcceit
and Arickery in which that son ot Yhe Stuarts'

His. conduet rcspecting | manity than Ban be
the Catholics was infawous. He was more!
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any poiut, some quibbling about words, some
disbonest reserve, some lcophele out of which
ke might wriggle, is sure to appear in con-
vection with a Jesuitical conscientiousness
which was ever weaving cabuistic theories,
and starting. ethical questions, in order to
cover with a veil of seemliness the most dis-
honest and fraudulent acts. Charles was not
rashly false; he did not heedlessly tell lies;
he had undoubtedly certain notions ot reecti-
tude, which served oceasiopally to disquiet
his spirit ; and he wishtd to appear to him-
gelt honest and true, even at the moment of
kis wishing to deceive others. His mind,
bowever, in these respects, is but a spceimen
of a‘large class of persons in this world of
wany-coloured fals:hoeds aud delusions.”
Vol. L. p. 475.

~ Strafford and Laud were .unjustly con-
demnped to death, but they ought to have
been put under perpetual reeiraint, to pre-
veont the'r doing further mischiet, They were
traitors to the rights of tho people, though
the critwe of treason, tecknically so ecalled,
could not be 'proved agzivst Lhem.,

As for the exceution ot Charles 1., we are
inclined to adopt the views of the late Dr;
Wayland. ¢ I consider it ratheran irregu-
lar proeeeding, but it was really with Crom-
well very much a maiter of necegsity, If he
had vot kiiled the King, the'King woald have
killed him ; and it wouid be difficuit to prove
that the King bad a better right to the throve
than he.”” (Life, Vol. 1. p. 426.)

The sentiments on toleration held in those
times were worthy of the ' middie ages,
* Liberty of conscienco,” said ‘Buillie, a
Scotch Presbyterian, and toleration of all
or anyrreligion, is fo prodigious an impiety,
that’this religious Parliaweat canaot but
abhor the very naming of it.”. 1t was only
among the Badptists. and Congregatipnaligts,
and af:érwards the Quakers, that tae liberal
views prevailed which -are now maintained,
Toe Baptists led the way, 'Lecosard Bisher’s
*“ Religion’s peace, or, a plea for liberty of
Conscicner,” being published in 1614, "The
Independeats (now called Cupgregationalists,)
lollowed, though at first sinewhat haltingls,
iaswuch-as they weie desiious of coufining
the toleration to those who hold the ¢ npe.
cessary lourdation.” Popery bad blinded

{the eyes of wmen s0 long thut when the light

at last dawuned upon them they were not able
to bear it, snd fell into sad mistakes. Some
of those mistakes are not rectified yet,

The account given hy Mr. Stcughton of the
stita of religion in England durieg tie Coum-
monwealth is very interesting, That was
another topie for the slanderous pens |of
venal geribes in the days of the Stuarts and
the Georges, It is.better understood now,
Qur temale %grnais wiil thank us, we' think,
{or the lollo®rg extract -— :

“The ideal ot the Puritan woman is one
of the faircst types of womanhood ;:—fuce
tull of the beauiMalness of podesty ; eyes
lustrous~with the ealn Jight ot devotion ;
countenance expressive of firmness and ,gen-
tlevess, meekness and love ;- dress of siib-
dued colour—aof silk, or stuff, aceerding to
the wearer’s rank ;" kerchief white as spow ;
no “ plaiting ot hair’, bat locks wueked back,
Smootl and glossy 88 a ravew's wing, The

g | bushivl muiden Sat in ber garden bower, with
commanded me to order all the horse, I counld |

not (riding a'one about my buosiness) bug
emile out- to Ged in praises, in assurunce of!

lute and psalm-book ; the matron, with her
waitingwomen, in the fair cak parlour after
morning prayer,gher character formed oo
Kisg Lemuel’s model, *Sceking wool and
flax, aud working willingly with her hands;
the spindle,"dod “her
haods holding the distaff; stretehing forth
tier haod: to rhe p‘>’f,'reaching~ forth her

{ hunds 10 the needy ; openiug her mouth with

wisdow, while cn ber tongue is the law of
Kiudness 5 looking well 1o tbo ‘ways of her
heusehold, ard pot cating the bread of idle-
ness.,”  This is a lovelier type of female hu-
found 1n any of Lely's

pictures ot Caerles 1L ’s beauties, with

4 ot | lugcious lips and daivty lovelocks—with their
that persuasion, and for the sake et securing | cutwartd adorning, and wearing of gold, and

ipuning _on of appurcl, Modern painters,
infriguiog | with the instinctive insight of genips, see

and appreciate the fact, and henee ‘depior,
ot the Puriwea io love with the Cavalier's
dwﬁ"’ but the Cuvalier in love with the
Puritgn gir.,

** Puritan bouses exhibited Secripture texts
upon the doors and over the. fire-places ; also

upon the baby’s cot, and even upon a wooden
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skillet or a copper kettle. Godly verses
hung on the walls, forming decorations desti-
tute of all beauty, save such as might cxist
in the meaning of the words printed in rude
type and upun coarse paper. The ladies, in
fair white stomuchiers and silken skirts, plied
their needles or read - their books., A few
conned the Greek Testament or spelt out the
Hebrew Bible.” Vol. 2. p. 878,
Cromwell’s dying experience isalso related
at length.. *“ He was very restless most part
of the night, speaking often to himseli. And
there being something to drink™ offered him,
be was desired to take the same, and endea-
vour tu sle¢p, unto which he answered : ¢ Lt
is not wy desigo to drink or sleep; but my
design is, to make what Yaste [ can to be gone.’
Alterwards, towards moraiug using divers
hely exzpressions, implying wuch inward con-
solation and peace; amoog the rest he spake
some exceeding scif-debasing words, anni-
hilating and judgibg himself. And truly it
was observed, that a public spirit to God’s
cause c¢id breathe in him (as iy his lile-time),
$0 6ow to the very last, which will fwmther
appear by that prayer be put-up to God twe
or three days before his cnd, which was as

| followeth :—+ Lord, although I am a wiser-

able and wretched creature, I am in covenant
with Thee through grace, and I may, I will,
come to Thee,for thy peopie. Tiou hast made
we (though very unworthy) a mran insiru-
mens to do thew some good, and Tuee ser-
vice; and miunyTof them have set too high a
value upon we, though others wish and woald
be glad of my deaib, but, Lord, however
thou dost dispese ol we, contitue wnd go ou
to do good for thew., Give them cousistency
of judgment, one heart, and mutual love ;
and go on to deliver them, and with the work
of reformation ; and make the same of Christ
glorious in the world, Teuch those who look
too much upon Thy instruments, to depend
more upon Thy selt, Pardon® sach as desire
to trample upoo the dust of a poor worm, for
they are Tay pecple too. And pardon the
folly of this short prayer. Even for Josus
Cbrist’s sake. And give us a geod night, if
it_be thy pleasure. Awmen.” Quoted .at P
019. ~

We thank Mr. Stouchton. for this cxeel-
lent werk, 1t is accurate, impartial, dis-
tinguished by a digniied historical styi>, and
pervaded by the spirit of christian charity.
We are gratificd 1o observe, too, that his
references to the Baptists, “though brici, are
fair aud brotheriy, 3

&

Christian Reproof.
This is a daty which is enjoined upon usin
tke Bible, but which is very much neglected

the disudvaniage of others.
proper feelings against, and hold them.
selves aloof from wrong-doers. Others,
when they get sufficiently angry, will scoid
atd usa hard words to those who had doue
wrong. DBub there aro very few who are
disposed 10 ' ccek saitable oppgriunities for
eouversation with these they thick have done,

Sowme cherish im-

or are deiog wio0:.g, for the purpose of kind- !

ly and affectionately pointing out to them
what they think t6be wrong, and of persuad-
ing them- to a differeat eourse,

Ihe duty is o difficalt one, and neceds great
care in perfofming ity yet it is a necessary
oue. There are » few cases ia which public
reproof is wise and proper, but generally it
should be administered in private ; and we
should avoid unfavorable, and choose favor-
able seasons for attending to it.

person is apgry or is complaining of what he

When al

venting backeling, in leading back into tha
right path those who have wandercd from it,
and in encouraging sinuers to turn to the
Saviour. :

Aud efforts of this character hould be
kindly received by those who are the subjects
of them. We should not conclude that those
who reprove us are our enemies, but should
remember that ¢ Faithful are the wonnda of
a friend ; bat the kisses of an enemy are
deceitful ;”’ and that therefore we should take
kindly the words of Christian reproof, and
seck to profit thereby., If the things alléged
against- us are untree, we should still he glad
to know what is supposed to be wrong in us,
and 10 have. the oppertuvity of removing a
false impression.— National Baptist.

For the Christian Messenzer.

LETTER 2,

To thre Baptists of Nova Scotin.

Dear Brethren,—

It is of immense mement that cur churches
saould 'earn to wield the sword of discipline
iu tenderness snd love, as well as firmness
and faithiubness,

Ot the two classcs of qualities; I am
afraid we are more liable to err by want of
the former, than of the latter, by want of
love rather tha- of faithfulpess,
estcem is mere caesily flattered by the one
than " the -other. Love only grows as the
Holy Spirit is actoally present ; firmness and
seeming - faithtuiness may be nourished by
marvy unworthy motives,

Churches are no holier or wiser than the
individuals that compose them ; and if, as
individuals; they admit their liability to err,
then they admit the liability of the church to
err.  The multitude of counsellors, may, in-
deed, bring wisdom ; but~the multitude in-
famed by cxciting influcaces may also easily
blind one another. :

We cacnot therefore find it difficult to un-
derstand how the Granville Street Church
may have been led into error in their mode of
‘dealing with the case in view; nor kow,

(have thereby driven themselves into many
t succecding false steps. -
| The first false step cousisted, perhaps, in
hasty judgment, and sn setting their Pastor
\aside from the pulpit-as if guilty, before
{proots ; whereus, you know, it is every maun's
]righc to be considercd innocent till proved
'guilty.  And all the subsequent alleged pre-
|judice, aod passicn, and ill-will, may have
| tollowed that first false step, Irom the wound-

‘ed pride, that would not confess a fault, and

: . | that resented the complaints naturally made
Many are disposed to report what they hear to |

'ogainst them for this act by their Pastor’s
| nearcst relatives,

{ 1 prejudice and passion gob among them,

| you all kvow, that, from that moment, thoy

became wnfit to judge their .accused Pastor.
 Yet these same persoos, in great excitement,
| aud now destitute of a head, and in no serip-
| tural conditiou to perform so weighty a duty,
 did proceed to the delicale office of passing
Jodzment on the wan, against whom they were
(inflamed. :

| This must needs have made matters worse ;
|and we see, perhaps, why it became more and
' more difficult to induce them to consent to a
' Council, to which théy ought to have been
| desirous in the. first instance o~ rofer the
' whole case.

Tae Central * Asscciation, however, recom-
mended a Couacil to the Chureh, and one
was at length obtained. You know the issue.

They acquitted Dr, Pryor of thecrimes al-

thinks wrong on the part of others, he is not | leged,~but blamed him for impradence, and

in the most favorable mood for-receiving

| words of Christian reproot himselt.

Wo must be sure to manilest the right |
spirit . in - coomection with this duty. We
must be humble, remembering that wo are
fallible, and that it is probable that others |
see faults io us. Wo must be kind, aveidiog !
evcry thiug like mere fault-finding, and
showing that our object is the good of those |
to whom we speek. And we should be in-
fluenced in this matter by a desiré to obey’
God, who says, * T'aon shalt in any wise
rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin
upon him,” ,

Attention to this duty will produce. benefi-
cial results, in restraining trom sio, in pre=

carelessuess in accounts and busiuess.

The Editor of this journal must excuse me
lor wholly dissenting from the views he has
published ‘i his contest with the Editor of the
Christian Visitor, in all those points which
are of prime importance., The Council found
no proof to substantiate the priacipal charges
against Dr. Pryor, that is, they acquitted him
ot. guilt, , .

The blame that they imputed ‘o him, bis
noarest fricnds, vever hesitated to expreas,
though: they know, as others.may not koow,
that those, wery faults arise from traits' of
charaoter, that, in mauy ciroumstances, be-

' come smigble and even useful.

Now this scqaittal, every kiod friend of
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| having tuken “the fist talse step, they may‘
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